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SUOHTUA ofiT 


The VERSE. 


H E Meaſure 1s Engliſh Heroick Verſe 

| without Rhime, as that of Homer in 
Greek, and of Virgil:nLatin ; Rhime 
being no me? Adjuntt or true Ornament of Poem 
or good Ver(e, in longer Works eſpecially, but the In= 
vention of a barbarous Age, to ſet off wretched mat= 
ter and lame Metre; grac'd indeed fince by the uſe 
of ſome famous modern Poets, carried _ by Cuſ= 
tome, but much to their own vexation, hindrance and 
conſtraint to expreſs many things otherwiſe, and for 
the __ part worſe , than elſe they would have ex= 
preſt them, Not without cauſe therefore ſome both 
Italian and Spaniſh Poets of pm note have re= 
jefted Rhime both in longer and ſborter Works, as 
have alſo long fince oar beſt Engliſh Tragedzes, as a 
thing of it fa to all judicious ears, trivial and no 
true muſical delight ; which conſiſts onely in apt Num= 
bers, fit quantity of Syllables, and the ſenſe variouſ= 
ly drawn out from one Verſe ito another, not in the 
jingling ſound of like endings, a fault avoided by the 
learned Ancents both in Poetry and all good Oratory. 
This neglett then of Rhime ſo little 25 to be taken & 
a defett, though 1t may ſeem ſo perbaps to vulgar 
Readers, that it rather u to be eſteem'd an example 
"'ſet, the firſt in Fngliſh, of ancent liberty reco= 
ver 4 to Heroick Poem from the troubleſome and mo= 


dern bondage of Rhimang. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


This Firſt Book propoics, firſt in brief, the whole Subject, 
Man's Diſcbedience, and the hfs thereupon of Paradiſe, where- 
in he was plac d: Then touches2he primeC auſe of his fall, the 
Serpent, or rather Satan in the .Sexpent ; who, revolting from 
God, and drawing. to his fide many Legions of Angels, was by 
the command of God driven out of Heaven, with all his Crep, 
into the great Deep. © Which a&tion Þaf#d over, the Poem) 
haſts into the niidft of things, preſenting *Satar with his 
Angels now fallen into Hell, deſcribd here, not inthe Centre; 
( for Heaven and Earth may beſupposd as yernot:made, 
certainly not yet accurſ;, ) but in a place of utter darkneſs, 
fitlieft_ cattd Chaos: Here Satan with his Angels lying on 
the burning Lake, thundei-firuck and- aftoniſh d," after a cer 
tain ſpate recovers, as fromconfuſton; calls: up" him who next 
in Order and Dignity lay by him ; they vonfer. of their miſera- 
ble fall. Satan awakens all his. Legions, who lay till then inthe 
ſame manner confounded: They riſe, their Numbers, array of 
Battle, their chief Leaders amd, atcording to the Idols 
known afterwards in Canaan, and the Countries adjoining. 
To theſe Satan direfs his Speech, comforts them. with hope 
yet of regaining Heguen; but tells them, - laſtly, of a'new 
World, and new kind of Creature to be created, according 10 an 
ancient Propheſie or report in Heaven ; for that Angels were 
* long before this viſtble Creation, was the opinion of ma- 
ny ancient Fathers. . To find out the truth of this Propheſie, 
and what to determine: thereon , he refers 10 a' full:Council, 
What his Aſſociates thence. attempt. Pandemonium the Pa- 
lace of Satan riſes, ſuddenly built out of the Deep: The in- 
fernal Peers there ſit in Council. | 


B | Ot 
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F Mans Firſt Difobedience, and the Fraie 
Of that Fothidden Tree, whoſe mortal taſte 

Brought Death j into the World, and all our Woe, 
With loſs of Eder, till one greater Man 
Reſtore us, and regain the bliſsfull Scar, 
Sing Hcay'nly Muſe, that on the ſecret top 
Of 0reb, or of Sinai, did(t inſpire 
That Sheepherd, who firſt taught the choſen Seed, 
In the Beginning how the Heav'ns arid Earth 
Roſe out of Chaos: Or if Sion Hill 
Delight the more, and Si/oa's Brook that flow... 
Faſt by the Oracle of God; I thence | 
Invoke thy aid to my adyent'rous Song, 
That with no middle flight intends to ſoar 
Above th Aonian Mount, while it purſucs 
Things unattampted. yet in Proſe or Rhime 
And chiefly Thou, O Spirit, that doſt prefer 
Before all Temples.th' upright heart and pure, 
Inſtruct me, For Thou know'ſt; Thou from the firſt - 
Waſt preſent, and with niakey Wings outſpread 
Dove-like fart brodding on the vaſt Abyſs 
And madſt it pregnant: What in me is dark 
. Nlumine, what 1s low raiſe and ſupport, 
| That to the height of this great Argument 
I may aſſert Ecernal Providence, 
| And juſtifie the ways of God to men. 


Say firſt, for Heay'n hides nothing from thy view: 
Nor the deep Tract of Hell, fay firſt, What Cauſe 
Moy'd'our Grand Parents in that happy State, 
Favout'd of Heay'n fo highly, to fall off 
From their Creatour, and tranſgrels his Will * 

For one reſtraint, Lords of the World WIWI | 
| Who 
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Who firſt ſeduc'd them to that foul reyolt? 
Th' infernal Serpent; he it was, whoſe guilc, 
Stirrd up with Envy and Revenge; deceivd 
The Mother of Mankmd, what time his Pride 
Had caſt him our from Heawn; with all his Hoſt 
Of Rebel Angels, by whoſe aid afpiring 
To ſet himfelf in Glory aboye his Peers, 
He truſted to have <quall'd the Moſt High, 
If he opposd; and with ambitious aim, 
Againſt the Throne and Monarchy of God, 
Raisd impious War in Heayn and Battle proud 
With vain attempt. -- Him; the Almighty Power 
Hurl'd headlong flaming from th' Ethereal Sky, 
With hideous ruin and combuſtiors down 
To bottomleſs perdition, there to' dwell 
In Adamantine Chains arid penal-Fire; --_ 1 -- 
Who durſt defie thOmnipotent to Arms, 
Nine times the Space that meaſures Day and Night 
To mortal men, he with '/lis horrid crew - 
Lay vanquiſhd, rolling the fiery Gulf, 
Confounded thoughyimmortal : But- his doom 
Reſervd him to'more wrath; for now the thought 
- Both of loſt happineſs-and lafting-pain 
Torments him; round he throws his balefull eyes 
That witneſsd huge affliftion' and diſmay, 
Mix'd with obdurate pride and Redfaſt hate: 
At once as far as Angels ken he views 
The diſmal Situation waſte arid wild, 
- A Dungeon horrible,:6n all fides round 
As one great Fornace' flanyd, yet from thoſe flames 
No light, but rather darkrieſs viſfible 
Serv'd cnely to diſcover ſights of woe, 
Regions of ſorrow, dolefull ſhades, where peace 
- And reſt can neyer dwell, hope neyer comes 


That 
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Thar comes to/all;- but-torture without end 

Sull urges, and: a; fiery: Deluge, fed! - 

With ever-burmng.Sulphar- unconſuntd : 

Such place Eternal Juſtice:had prepard 

For thoſe rebellious, here their Priton ordain'd 

In utter darkneſs, and: their Portion-ſct, 

As far remoy'd from God' and dight of Heavin 

As from the Centre thrice to th'utmoſt Pol: _ 

O how unlike the place from whence they fell!--. 

There the companions of his fall, orwhelmd: - | - 

With Flouds and Whurkwinds of tempeſtuaus fire, 

He ſoon diſcerns; ;:and weltring by his fade: _;;. 

One next himſelf in power; and next _— 

Long after known in Pateſtine,:and nam | Di 
Beelzebub., To whom'thAnch-Encmy, - .- 1; For 
And thence in Heay'n call d Satan, with bold wards 1 
freaking = horrid Weng, thus bcg30. 5 7, 


If Fes beſt ' ButzO how. fall n! How Ohy dc 557 
From him, who in'the happy Realms. of light, :+;  - +}. 
Cloath'd with, tranſcendent brightneſs, 'didſt ofthhine .. 
Myriads, though bright! If be whom mutual league, © | 
United thoughts and-coynſel, equal hope | i 2, .- 
And hazard in'the Glorious Enterprize, | 
Joyn'd with me once, now, miſery; hath joyry 4 

In cqual ruine- into what Pit, thaw ſeeſt 

From what hcighth fallen; ſomuchthe ſtronger prov d-, 
He with his Thunder: and till then who knew | 
The force of thoſe dire; Arms? Yet,not for thole, 
Nor what the, Potent Victor in his. rage 

Can elſe inflict, do I repent, or change, 
Though chang in ourward.luſtre, that fixt mind 
And high diſdain, from ſenſe of injur'd merit, 

That with the mighticſt- raisd me'to contend, 

| And 
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And to the fierce contention brought along 

Innumerable force of Spirits arm'd 

That durſt diſlike his Reign, and me preferring, 

His utmoſt power with adverſe power opposd 

In dubious Battel on the Plains of Heavn, 

And ſhook his Throne. What though the field be loſt ? 

All is not loſt ; th' unconquerable Will, 

And ſtudy of revenge, immortal hate, 

And courage never to ſubmit or yield : 

And what 1s elſe not to be overcome ? 

That Glory never ſhall his wrath or night 

Extort from me. To bow and ſuc for grace 

With ſuppliant knee, and deifie his power, 

Who from the terrour of this Arm fo late 

Doubted his Empire, that were low indeed, 

That were an ignominy and ſhame beneath 

This downfall ; ſince by fate the ſtrength of Gods 

And this Empyreal fubſtance cannot fail, 

Since through experience of this great event 

In Arms not worſe, in foreſight much advanc'd, 

We may with more ſucceſstull hope reſolve 

To wage by force or guile Eternal War 

Irreconcileable, to our grand Foe, 

Who now trumphs, and in th' exceſs of Joy 
Sole reigning holds the Tyranny of Heaven. 


So ſpake th apoſtate Angel, though in pain, 
Vaunting aloud, but. rack'd with deep deſpair : 
And him thus anſwer'd ſoon his bold Compeer. 


O Prince, O chict of many Throned Powers, 
Thar led the imbartell'd Seraphim to War 
Under thy conduct, and in| dreadfull deeds 
Fearlcls, endanger d Heay'ns perpetual King ; 


C And 


———_ 
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And pur to proof his high Supremacy, 
Whether upheld by ſtrength, or chance, or Fate, 
Too well I fee and rue the dire event, 

That with ſad overthrow and ſoul detcat 
Hath loſt us Heav'n, and all this mighty Hoſt 
In horrible deſtruction laid thus low, 

As far as Gods and Heavenly Eflences 

Can periſh: for the mind and ſpirit remains 
Invincible, and vigour ſoon returns, -. 
Though all our Glory extn&t, and happy ſtate 
Here ſwallow d up in endlcfs miſery. 

But what if he our Conqrour, (whom I now 
Of force believe Almighty, ſince no leſs 
Than ſuch could have ocrpowrd ſuch force as. ours, ) 
Have left us this our Spwit and firengthentire 
Strongly to ſuffer and ſupport our pains, 
That we may fo fufhce hs vengefull Ire, 

Or doc him mightier ſervice; as. his thralls, 
By right of War, - whatccr his buſinek be, 
Here in the heart;of Hell trowork inFire, 

Or doc his Errands in the gloomy Deep, 
What can it then avail, though yer we feel 
Strength undimuniſhd, or eternal being; 

To undergo eternal puniſhment ? 


Whereto with ſpeedy words th' Arch-fiend reply: 


Falln Chenube, to. be weak is miſerable 
Doing or Suffering: ' Bur of this be ſure, 
To doe ought goad'/nevecr will be our task, 
But ever to doe ill our folc delight, 
As being the; contrary to his high will 
Whom we reſift, If then hus [Providence 
Our of our evil ſeek to; bring forth.good, | 0 
Our labour muſt; be 'to, pervert:thatend, 91 
J And 
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And out of good ftill to find means of evil ; 
Which oft times may ſucceed, fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, - and diſturb 

His inmoſt Counſels/from their deſtind aim. 

Bur ſee the angry Victor hath recall d 

His Miniſters of vengeance and purſuit 

Back to the-Gates of Heay'n :' The ſulph'rous Hail 
Shot after us in ſtorm, ocrblown, hath laid 

The fiery Surge, that from the Precipice 

Of Heav'n receiv'd us falling, and the Thunder, 
Wing'd with red Lightning and impetuous Rage, 
Perhaps hath ſpent his ſhafts, and ceaſes now 

To bellow through the vaſt and boundleſs Deep. 
Let us not ſlip th occaſion, whether ſcorn, 

Or ſatiare fury yield it from our Foe. 

Sceſt thou yon dreary Plain, forlorn and wild, 
The Seat. of deſolation, void of light, 

Save what the glimm'ring of the livid flames 
Caſts pale and dreadfull 2 Thither ler us tend 
From off the toſling of theſe fiery waves ; 

There reſt, if any reſt can harbour there, 

And rc-afſembling our afflicted Powers, 

Conſult how we may henceforth moſt offend 
Our Enemy, our own loſs how repair, 

How overcome this dire Calamuty, 

What re-inforcement we may gain from Hope; 

If not what reſolution from Deſpair. 


nd. ils 


Thus Satan talking to his nearcſt Mate, 
With Head up-lift above the wave, and Eyes 
That ſparkling blazd, his other Parts beſides, 
Prone on the Floud extended long and large, 
Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the Fables name of monſtrous ſize, 
= Cs Titanian, 
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Titanian, or Edrth-born, that Warrd on ove. 
Briareus or T yphon,- whom the Den 

By ancicnt Tarſws held, or that Sca-beaſt 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugeſt that fwim'th' Ocean ſtream : 
Him haply flumbring on the Norway: foam 
The Pilot of forme finall night-founder'd Skiff, 
Deeming ſome IWhnd, oft, as Sca-men-tell, 
With fixed Anchor in his skaly rind 

Moors by his fide under the Lec, while Night 
Inveſts the Sea, ard wiſhed Morn delays : 

So ſtretcht out huge m length the Arch-ficnd lay” 
Chain'd & the burning Lake, nor cver thence 
Had risn or heav'dhis head, but that the will 
And high permnuſſion. of all-rulng Heaven 
Left him at large to his own dark dcfigns, 
That with reiterated crunes he night 

Heap on himfelf damnation, while he fought 
Evil to others, and, enrag'd, might ſee 

How all his malice fery'd but to bring forth 
Infinite goodneſs, grace, and mercy, ſhewn 
On Man by him ſeduc'd, but on himſelf 
Treble confuſfton, wrath, and vengeance pour. 
Forthwith upright he rears from off the Pool 
His mighty Stature ; on cach hand the Flames 
Driv'n backward flope their pointing ſpires, and roll'd 
In Billows, leave 1th nudft a horrid Vale. 
Then with expanded Wings he tears his flighr. 
Aloft, incumbent oh the dusky Ar 

That felt unuſual weight, tall on dry Land 
He lights, if 4t were Land that ever burn'd 
With ſolid, as the Lake with quid fire ; 

And ſuch appeard in hue, as when the force 
Of ſubterranean Wind tranſports a Hill 
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Torn from Pelorxs or the ſhatter'd fide 

Of thundring Mtna, whoſe combuſtible 

And fuel'd Entrails thence conceiving Fare, 

Sublim'd with Min'ral fury, aid the Winds, 

And leave a ſinged bottom all involy'd 

With ſtench and ſmoak : Such reſting found the ſoal 
Of unbleſsd fect. Him followed his next Mate, 

Both glorying to have ſcapd the Stygianfloud 


As Gods, and by their own recoverd ſtrength, 
Not by the ſuff 'rance of ſupernal Power, 


Is this the Region, this the Soil, the Clime, 
Said then the loſt Arch-Angel, this the Seat 
That we muſt change for Heav'n, this mournfull gloom 
For that Celeſtial light ? Be- it (o, ſince he 
Who now is Sov reign can diſpoſe and bid 
What ſhall be right : fartheſt from him 1s beſt, 
Whom reaſon hath cqual'd, force hatch made ſupreme 
Above his equals. Farewell happy Fields 
Where Joy for cycr dwells : Hail horrours, hail 
Infernal World, and thou profoundeſt Hell 
Receive thy new Pofletlour : One who brings 
A mind not to be changd by Place or Time. 
The mind 1s its own place, and in it felf 
Can make a Heay'n of Hell, a Hell of Heay'n. 
What matter where, if T be ſtill the ſame, 
And what I ſhould be, all but lefs than he 
Whom Thunder hath made greater > Here at leaft 
We ſhall be free ; th Almighty hath not built 
Here, for his enyy willnot drive us hence : 
Here we may reign ſecure, and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition though in Hell : 
Better to reign in Hell, than ſerve m Heav'n. 
But wherefore let we then our faithfull friends, ; 
Th afſo- 
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* Th' affociates and copartners of our loſs, 
Lic thus aſtoniſht on th' oblivious Pool, 

And call them not to ſhare with us their part | 

In this unhappy Manſion, . or once more 


With rallied Arms to try what may be yet 
Regain'd in Heay'n, or what more loſt in Hell? 


So Satan ſpake, and hum Beelzebub 
Thus anſwer d. Leader of thoſe Armies bright, 
Which but th Omnipotent none could have foyl'd, 
If once they hear that yoice, their livelieſt pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 
In worſt extremes, and onthe perillous edge - 
Of battel when it rag d, in all affaults 
Their ſureſt ſignal, they will ſoon reſume 
New courage and revive, though now they lic 
Grov'ling and proſtrate on yon Lake of Fire, 
As we eerwhile, aſtounded and amazd, 
No wonder, falln ſuch a pernicious height. 


# 


He ſcarce had ccasd when the ſupertour Fiend 
Was moving toward the ſhoar; his pond Tous ſhield 
Ethereal temper, maſly, large and round, 

Behind him caſt ; the broad circumference 

| Hung on his ſhoulders like the Moon, whoſe Orb 
Through Optick Glaſs the Tuſcan Artiſt views 

At Evning from the top of Feſole, 

Or in Yaldarno, to deſcry new Lands, 

Rivers or Mountains in her ſpotty Globe. 

His ſpear, to equal which the talleſt Pine 

Hewn on Norwegian Hills, to be the Maſt 

Of ſome great Ammiral, were but a wand, 

He walkt with to ſupport uneaſic ſteps 


Over the burning Marle, not like thoſe ſteps 
On 
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On Heavens Azure, and the torrid Clime 

Smote on him ſore belides, vauleed with Fire 3 
Nathleſs he' ſo endur'd, till on the Beach 

Of that enflamed Sea, he ſtood and calld 

His Legions, Angel Forms, who lay cntransd 

Thick as Autumnal Leayes that ſtrow the. Brooks 
In YValombroſa, where, th” Etrurian ſhades 

High over-arch'd embower ; or ſcattcr'd ſedge 
Afloat, when with fierce. Winds Orion arm d 

Hath vext the Red-Sea Coaſt, whoſe waves ocrthrew 
Bufiris and his Memphian Chavalry, 

While with perfidious hatred they purſud 

The Sojourners. of Goſben, ,who beigld 

From the ſafe ſhoar: their floating Carkaſcs 

And broken Chariot Wheels; ſo thick beſtrown, 
Abje, and loſt lay theſe, covcring the Floud, 
Under amazement of their hideous change. 

He call 'd fo loud, thas all the hollow Deep 

Of Hell reſounded. Prznces, Pargntates, , » 

Warriers, the Flow'r of F Heav n, ONGE YOUrS, NOW loſt, 
If fuch aſtoniſhment. AF | this can. {cize | 
Eternal Spirits, ; ar have ye chaſe. this place 

Atrer the toil of Bartel eo repoſe. 

Your wearied vertue, for the caſe yOu find 

To ſlumber here, as in the Valcs of Heav'n ? 

Or 1n this abje&t poſture have. Ye ſworn 

T adore the Conquerg ur ? Wha.now bcholds 
Cherube arid Scraph rolling 1 n-the Floud 

With ſcarter'd Arms and Enfigns, cill anon 

His ſwift purfuers from, Heay'n:Gates diſcern 

Th advantage, and Ehepding reread us down 

Thus drooping, or with, linked Thunderbolts , 
Transfix us to the bottom, of this Gulf HS 
Awake, ariſe, or be for £ Ever falln... a JES | 


—_ 
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They heard, and were abaſht, and up they rung 
Upon the Wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, ſleeping found by whom they dread, 
Rouze and beſtir themſelves cer well awake. 

Nor did they not perceive the evil plight - 

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel: 
Yer to their General's Voice they ſoon obey d* 
Innumerable. As when the potent' Rod 

Of Amram's Son in Ag ypr's evil day 

Way'd round the Coaſt/'up call'd a pitchy Cloud 
Of Locufts, warping on the' Eaſtern Wind, 

That o'er the Realm of impious Pharo hung 

Like Night, and darkn'd-all the Land of Nile: 

So numberleſs were thoſe bad Angels'feen * 
Hov' ring on Wing under the Cope of Hell, 
'Twixt upper, nether, and ſurfounding Fires; a 
Till, as a ſignal 'givn, th uplifted Spear 

Of their great Sultan waving'to direct 

Their courſe in even balance down they light 

On the firm Brimſtone; and fill alf the Plain ; 

A multitude, like which the pop Tous North 
Pour'd neyer from her frozen loyns, to aſs 
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barb” rous Sons 
Came like a Deluge on the! South, and ſpread 
Beneath Gibralter to the Lybian fands” - © © 
Forthwith from every Sqtiadron and cach B3nd 
The heads and 1caders thither hafte where Rood 
Their great Commander ; 'God-liks ſhapes and forms £5 
Excclling humane, Princely Dignitics, 

And Powers that carſt in Heaven, fot. on Thrones ; 
Though of their N ames in Heay nly Records n now 

Be no memorial, blotted or ant rasd \ 

By _ Rebellion, from the Books SFLife? 


Nor 
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Nor had they yet among the Sons of Eve 
Got them new Names, till wandring o'er the Earth, 
Through God's high ſuff rance for the trial of man, 
By falſitics and lyes the greateſt part 
Of Mankind they corrupted to forfake 
God their Crearour; and th inviſible 
Glory of him that made them, to transform 
Ofc to the Image of a © Brute, adorn'd 
With gay Religions full of Pomp and: Gold, 
And Devils to adore for Deities; 
Then were they known to men by various Names, 
And various Idols through the Heathen World. 
Say, Muſe, their Names then known; who firſt, who laft, 
Rouz'd from the ſlumber, on that fiery Couch, 
At their great Emp'rour's call, as next in worth 
Came ſingly where he ſtood orithe bare ſtrand, 
While the promiſcuous croud ſtood yet aloof ? 
The chicf were thoſe who from the Pit of Hell 
Roaming to ſeck their prey on earth, durſt fix 
Their Seats long after next the Seat of God, 
Their Altars by his Altar, God's adord 
Among the Nations round, and durit abide 
Jehovah thundring out of Sion, Thron'd 
Between the Cherubim, yea, often plac'd 
Within his SanEtuary it ſelf their Shrines, 
Abominations; and with curſed things 
His holy Rites and ſolemn Feaſts profan'd, 
And with their darkneſs durft affront his light, 
Firſt Moloch, horrid King beſmear'd with bloud 
Of humane Sacrifice, and Parents tears, 
Though for the noiſe of Drums and Timbrels loud 
Their Childrens crics unheard, that paſt through fire 
To his grim Idol. Him the Ammonite 
Worſhippd in Rabba and her watry Plain, 

=: In. 
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In Argob and in Baſar, to the ſtream 

Of utmoſt Arzon, Nor content with ſuch 
Audacious neighbourhood, the wiſeſt heart 
Of Solomon he led by fraud to build. 

His Temple right gainſt the Temple of God 
On that opprobrious Hill, and made his Grove 
The pleaſant Valley; of Hinnon, Tophet thence 
And black Geherna call'd, the Type of Hell. 
Next Chemos, thigbſcene dread of Moabs Sons 
From Aroar to Nebo, and the wild 

Of Southmoſt Abarim; in Heſebon 

And Horonaim, Seon's Realm beyond. 

The flowry Dale of Sibma, clad with Vines, 
And Eleale to thiAſphaltick Pool. 

Peor his other Name, when he entic'd. 

Iſrael in Sittim on their march from Nile 

To doe him wanton rites, which coſt them woe 
Yet thence his luſtfull Orgics he cnlargd_ 
Even to that Hill: of ſcandal, by the Grove 

Of Moloch homicide, luſt hard by hate; 

Till good 7oſtah droye them thence to Hell. 
With theſe came they, who from the bord'ring floud 
Of old Exphrates to the Brook that parts | 
Egypt from Syrian ground, had gen'ral Names 

Of Baalim and Aſhtaroth, thoſe Male, 

Theſe Feminine. For Spirits when they pleaſe 

Can either Sex aſſume, or both; fo ſoft 

And uncompounded 1s their Eſſence pure, 

Not ty'd or manacl'd with joynt or limb, 

Nor founded on the brittle ſtrength of bones, 

Like cumbrous fleſh ; but in what ſhape they chuſe 
Dilated or condensd, bright or obſcure, 

Can exccute their acry purpoſes, 

And works of loye or enmity falfill. 


1 


For 
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For thoſe the Race of Iſrael oft forſook 

Their living ſtrength, and unfrequented let 

His righteous Altar, bowing lowly down 

To beſtial gods; for which their heads as low 

Bow d down in Battel, ſunk before the Spear 

Of deſpicable foes. With theſe. m troop 

Came Aſtoreth, whom the Phenicians call d 

Aftarte, Queen of Heav'n, with creſcent Horns; 

To whoſe bright Image nightly by the Moon 

Sidonian Virgins paid their Vows and Songs, 

In Sion alſo not unſung, where. ood 

Her Temple on th' offenfive Mountain, built 

By that uxorious King, whoſe heart, though large, 

Bcguil'd by fair Idolatreſles, fell 

To Idols foul. 7 hammuz, came next behind, 

Whoſe annual wound' in Lebanon allurd - 

The Syrian Damfels to larnent hus fate 

In amrrous ditties all; a Surmer's-day, ITY 

While ſmooth Adonis from his native Rock - 

Ran purple to the Sea; ſupposd. with bloud 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the Loye-tale 

Infected $ior's Daughters with like heat, 

Whoſe wanton' paſhighs2n the ſacred Porch: 

Ezekiel ſaw, when by; the! Viſidn.led 

His eye ſurvey'd the dark Idolatrics - 

Of alienated Zudgh.. ,Next came; one -|-: | 

Who mourn'd in carnef}; when.the CaptiveAtk - cit - 

Maim( his brute Image, head arid hands lopr-off :: 3! / 

In his own Temple, onthe groundſe}. edge, ST 

Where he fell flat, and ſhamd his Worſhppers::/. :- 

Dagon his Name, SearMonſter, fpward Mar 

And downward Fiſh: yet had\lis;Templehigh +110 

Rear'd in Azotus, dreaded! throtigh the Coaſt: ©. 

Of — in Gath and Aſcalon,;'. —— 
wy D 2 And 
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And Accaron and Gaza's frontier bounds. 

Him follow'd Rimmon, whoſe delightfull Seat 
Was fair Damaſcus, on the fertile Banks 

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid ſtreams. 

He aHo 'gainſt the Houſe of God was bold: 

A Leper once he loſt and gain'd a King, 

Ahaz is ſottiſh Conqu'rour , whom he drew 
God's Altar to diſparage and diſplace 

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 

His odious Off rings, and adore the gods 
Whom he had vanquiſht. After theſe appear'd 
A crew, who under Names of old Renown, 
Ofiris, Ifis, Orus, and their Train, 

With monſtrous ſhapes and Sorceries abus'd 
Fanatick Xgypt and her Prieſts, to:ſeek 

Their wand'ring gods, diſguisd in brutiſh forms 
Rather than humane: Nor did Iſrae/ ſcape 
Th infection, when their borrow'd Gold' compos'd 
The Calf in Oreb : and the Rebel King 
Doubl'd that fin' in Bethel and in Dan, 
Likning his Maker to the Grazed Ox; 

Zehovah, who in one Night wherrhe paſsd 
From Agypt marching, cquall'd with one ſtroke 


Both her firſt-born and all her bleating gods. 
Belial came laſt, than whom a Spirit more lewd 


Fell not from Heaven, or more groſs to love 
Vice for it ſelf : To him no Temple ſtood 

Or Altar ſmoak'd ; yet who more oft than he 
In Temples and at Altars, when the Prieſt 
Turns Atheiſt, as did Elys Sons, who fill'd 
With luſt and violence the Houſe of God ? 

In Courts and Palaces healfo reigns, - 

And in luxurious Cities,” where' the noiſe 

Of riot aſcends aboye their loftieſt Tow'rs, ' 
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And injury and outrage : And when Night 
Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the Sons 
Of Belial, flown with inſolence and wine. 
Witneſs the Streets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeah, when the hoſpitable door 
Exposd a Matron to avoid worſe rape. 
Theſe were the prime in order and in might, 
The reſt were long to tell, though far renown'd, 
Th' Ionian gods, of Favan's Iſſue held 
Gods, yet confeſsd later than Heav'n and Earth 
Their boaſted Parents ; 7itan, Heay'ns firſt-born, 
With his enormous brood, and birthright feizd 
By younger Saturn, he from mightice ove. 
His own and Rhea's Son like meaſure found ; 
So 7ove uſurping reignd: theſe farſt in Crete 
And 14a known, thence on the. Snowy top 
Of cold Olympus rul'd the nuddle Air, - 
Their higheſt Heav'n ; or on the De/phian Cliff, 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Dorick Land; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to th' Heſperian Fields, 
And ocr the Celtick roamd the utmoſt Iles. 
All theſe and more came flocking ; but with looks 
Down caſt and damp, yet fuich wherein appear'd 
Obſcure ſome glimpſe of joy, t have found their Chicf 
Not in deſpair, t have tound themſelves not loſt .. 
In loſs it felf ; which on his countnance caſt , + - 
Like doubtfull hue ; but he his wonted/ pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth , not ſubſtarice, gently raigd © 
Their fainting courage, and diſpell'd their fears, 
Then ſtreight commands, that at the warlike found 
Of Trumpets loud and Clarions} be uprear'd 
His mighty Standard; that proud honaur clained 

| Azazel 
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Azazel as his right, a Cherub tall : 

Who forthwith from the glutring Staff unfurl'd 
Th' Imperial Enſign, which, full high advyanc'd, 
Shone like a Meteor ſtreaming to the Wind 

With Gems and golden luſtre, rich imblaz'd 
Seraphick Arms and Trophies: all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial ſounds : 

At which the univerſal Hoſt up ſent 

A ſhout that tore Hell's Concave, and beyond 
Frighted the Reign of Chaos and old Night. 

All ina moment through the gloom were ſeen 

Ten thouſand Banners riſe into the Air 

With orient Colours waving : with them roſe 

| A Foreſt huge of Spears: and'thronging Helms 
Appecard, and ſerried Shields in thick array 

Of depth immeaſiirable : Anon they move 

In perfect Phalanx to the Dorian mood 

Of Flutes and ſoft Recorders ; ſuch as raisd 

To height of nobleſt temper Heroes old 

Arming to battel, and inſtead of rage: - 

Delib'rate valour breathd,*firm and unmoy'd 
With dread of death to flight or foul rerrear,- 

Nor wanting power/to mitigate and fwage 

With ſolemn touches, troubled thoughts, and chaſe 
Anguiſh,/and doubr, and fear, and ſorrow, and pain ' 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force with\fixed thought 

Mov'd on in filence/to: ſoft Pipes that charmi'd'' i 
Their painfull ſteps o'er the burnt ſoyb;"7andinow'©-- : 
Advanc'd in view:: they ſtand, a horrid Front i © tt 5ih 
Of dreadfull length and dazling Arms; in-guifeni:. [7 


Of Warriers oldwith order d Spear and Shield; ! 22+ © 117 
Awaiting 'what-command their mighty:Chicf 'O 
Had to impoſe : He through the:armed Files . abt 


Darts 
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Darts his experienc'd eye, and ſoon traverſe 

The whole Battalion, views their order due, 

Their viſages and ſtature as of Gods, 

Their number laſt he ſumms; And now his heart 
Diſtends with pride, and hardning in his ſtrength 
Glorics: For neyer ſince created man, 

Met ſuch imbodicd force, as nam'd with theſe 
Could merit more than that ſmall Infantry 
Warr'd on by Cranes; though all the' Giant brood 
Of Phlegra with th Heroick Race were joyn'd 
That faught at Zhebes and Iinm, on each ſide 
Maixt with auxiliar Gods; and what reſounds 

In Fable or Romance of Uthers. Son; | 

Begirt with Britiſh and Armorick Knights; 

And all who ſince, Baptisd or Infidel, 

Jouſted in Aſpramont' or Montalban: 

Damaſco, or Marocco, or Trebiſond, 

Or whom Biſerta ſent from Africk ſhoat 


| When Charlemain with all his Peerage fell 


By Fontarabbia, Thus far theſe; beyond 
Compare of mortal Proweſs, yet obſery'd 
Their dread Commander: he,-aboye the reſt 
In ſhape and geſture proudly eminent, | 
Stood like a Tower, his form had yet not loſt 
All her Orig nal brightneſs, nor appeard 
Leſs than Arch-Angel ruind, and th' exceſs 
Of Glory obſcurd: As when the Sun new risn 
Looks through the Horizontal miſty Air 
Shorn of his Beams, or from behind the Moon 
In dim Eclipſe, difaſt rous twilight ſheds 
On half the Nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes Monarchs. Darkn'd fo, yet ſhone 
Above them all th Arch-Angel: but his face 
Deep ſcars of thunder had intrencht, and care 
Sate 
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Sate on his faded cheek, but under Brows 

Of dauntleſs courage, and confid'rate Pride 
Vaiting revenge: cruel his eye, but«caſt 

Signs of remorſe and paſſion to behold 

"The fellows of his Crime, the followers rather 

( Far other once beheld in bliſs) condemn'd 

For ever now to have their lot in pain, 

Millions of Spirits;for his fault amerc'd 

Of Heavy'n, and from eternal Splendours flung 
For his revolt, yet faithfull how they ſtood, 
Their Glory wither d. , As when Heaven's fire 
Hath ſcath'd the Foreſt Oaks, or Mountain Pines, 
With ſinged top their ſtately growth, though bare, 
Stands on the blaſted Heath, He now prepar'd 
To ſpeak; whercat their doubl'd Ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half incloſe hum round 
With all his Pcers: attention-held them mute. 
Thrice he aflayd, and thrice 1n ſpighe of ſcorn, 
Tears, ſuch as Angels weep, burſt forth: at laſt 
Words interwove with {ighs found out their way. 


O Myriads of immortal Spirits, O Powers 
Matchleſs, but with tht Almighty, and that ſtrife 
Was not inglorious, though th cyent was dire, 

. As this place teſtifies, and this dire change 
Hatefull to utter : But what power of mind, 
Foreſccing or preſaging, from the Depth 

Of knowledg paſt or preſent, could haye feard, 
How ſuch united force of Gods, how ſuch 

As ſtood like theſe, could ever know repulſc? 
For who can. yet bchieve, though after loſs, 
That all theſe puiſlant Legions, whoſe exile 
Hath emptied Heavn, ſhall fail to re-aſcend 
Scelt-raisd, and repoſleſs their native ſcat? 


For 
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For me be witneſs all the Hoſt of Heav'n, - 

If Counſcls different, or danger ſhun'd 

By me, have loſt our hopes. But he who reigns 
Monarch in Heayv n, till then as. one ſecure 

Sate on his Throne, upheld by old repute, 
Conſent or cuſtome z and his regal State 

Pur forth at full, but ſtiIl his ſtrength conceal'd, 
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 
Henceforth his Might we know, and know our own 
So as not either to proyoke or dread 

New War, provok'd; -our better part remains 
To work in cloſe deſign, by fraud or guwile, 
What force effected not : Thar he no leſs 

At length from us may firid, who overcomes 

By force hath overcome but half his. foe. 

Space may produce new Worlds ; whereof ſo rite 
There went a fame in Heavn, that he ccrlong 
Intended to create and therein plant 

A generation, whom' his choice regard 

Should favour cqual to the Sons of Heaven : 
Thither, if but to pry; ſhall be perhaps 

Our firſt eruption; thither or elſewhere : 

For this Infernal Pit ſhall never held 

Celeſtial Spirits in Bondage, nor th Abyſs 

Long under darkneſs cover. But theſe thoughts 
Full Counſel muſt:mature: Peace is deſpair'd, 
For who catithink ſubmuſſion? War then, War 
Open or underſtood muſt:be;xcfolvd. 


He ſpake: and to confirm his: words, out-flew 
Mulions of flaming ſwords, drawn fromthe thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim; : the ſudden blaze. ' 

Far round 1Jlumin'd Hell: highly.they rag'd 
Againſt the Higheſt, and fierce with:graſped Arms: 
E Claſh'd 
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Claſh'd on their ſounding Shuelds the din of War, 
Hurling defiance toward the Vault of Heavy n. 


There ſtood a Hill not fax whoſe grieſly top 
Belch'd fire and rolling ſmoak ; the reſt catize 
Shone with a glofly fcurf, undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallick Ore, 

The work of Sulphur. Thither wingd with ſpeed 
A num'rous Brigade haften'd. As when Bands 

Ot Poniers with Spade and Pickax arm'd - | 
Fore-run the Royal Camp, to trench a Field, 

Or caſt a Rampart. Mammon led thern on, 
Mammon, the leaſt exe&ted Spirit that fell 
From Heay'n, for en in Heav'n his looks and thoughts 
Were always downward bent; admiring more 
The riches of Heav'ns pavement, trodden Gold, 
Than ought divine or holy'clſe ccyoy'd 

In viſion beatifick : by hum firſt - ; 

Men alſo, and by his ſuggeſtion: taught, + - 
Ranſak'd the Centre, and with impious hands 
Rifld the bowels of their. Mother Earth 

For Treaſures better hid. Seon had: his crew 
Open'd into the Hill a fpatious wound, 

And digg d out ribs of Gold)'Let none-admure 
That riches graw in Hell z that ſoil may beſt 
Deſerve the pretious bane. And here Tet thoſe: - 7 
Who boaſt in morral things, and wond'ting tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian' Kings, - - 
Learn how their greateſt Monuments of Fame, 
And Strength, and Art, axe eafily:our-done | 

By Spirits 'reprabate, and:in an hour 

What in an age they. with-inceflant toil 

And hands innumerable ſcaxce pertorm. ts 
Nigh on the Plan in many cells-prepard, : 


That 
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That underneath had veins of hquid fire.” -- 

Sluc'd from the Lake! a ſecond -rmultitude 

With wondrous Art found out the maſly Ore, 
Seyering cach kind;atrd fcurn'd the Bullion drofs: 
A third as ſoon had form'd within the groand 

A various mold, andfrom the boiling: cells 

By ſtrange evriveyance{fill'd each hollow nook; 

As in an Organ from-one blaſt of wind: - 

To many a row of Pipes-the found-board breaths; 
Anon out of the Earth a Fabrick huge 

Roſe like an Exhalation, withithe ſound 

Of dulcet Symphonies and voices fweer, 

Built like a Temple where Pifafters round 

Were ſet, and Dorick Pillars overlaid :: 

With golden Architrayc; nor did there want 
Cornice or Freeze, with boſly(Seulptures gray'n, 
The Roof was fretted Gold. : Not Babylon, 

Nor great A/cairo ſuch magmficence : / 
Equalld in all ther glonics, to infhrine : 
Belus or Serapis their Gods; or. ſeat 
Their Kings, when Mgypt with Aria ſtrove 

In wealth and luxury. Th aſcending pile 

Stood fixt her ſtately height; and ftreight the doors 
Op'ning their brazen folds diſcover wide 

Within her ample ſpaces, o'er the ſmoorh 

And level payement: from the arched roof, 
Pendent by ſubtle Magick, many a row 

Of Starry Lamps and blazing 'Creflets fed, 

With Naphtha and Aſphaltus yielded light 

As from a Sky. The haſty muleitude 

Admiring cntcr'd, and the work ſome praiſe 

And ſome the Architect: his hand was knowri 

In Heavnby many a Towred ſtructure high, 


Where Sceptred Angels held their refidence, 
E 2 And 
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And fate as Princes, ,yhomthe ſupreme King 7 
Exaltcd to ſuch power, and gave.to rule, 

Each in his Hierarchy, ;the; Ordets bright. 

Nor was his name unheardior unador d 

In ancient Greecez- and in-4uſexian Land 

Men call'd hum Mutciber and how he fell: -:;. 
From Heaven, they fabl'd-thrown by angry - ove 
Sheer oer the Cryſtal Battlements; from Morn 
To Noon he fell, 'from Noon to:dewy Eve, :. . 

A Summer's day ; and with:the ſetting Sun 

Dropt from the Zenith like a: falling Star, 

On Lemnos th' Zgean Iſle: thus they relate, 

Erring; for he with this rebellious-ront | 

Fell long before ; nor. ought avail'd him now: 

T have builtin Heav'nhigh Towres; nor did he ſcape 
By all his Engins; but was headlong fent 

With his induſtribus crew-to build in Hell. 

Mean while the winged Heralds by command 

Of Sov reign power, with awfull Ceremony 

And Trumpets ſound throughout the Hoſt proclaim 
A ſolemn Council 'forthwith'to be held 

At Pandemonium, the high Capitol 

Of Satan and his Peers: their ſummons call'd 

From every Band and ſquared Regiment 

By place or choice the worthicſt; they anon 

With hundreds and with thouſands trooping came 
Attended: all acceſs was throng 'd, the gates 

And Porches wide, but chief the ſpatious Hall 

( Though like a coyer'd field, where Champions bold 
Wont ride in armd, and at the Soldan's Chair 
Defid the beſt of Parim Chiyalry 

To mortal Combart, or carriere with Lance) 

Thick ſwarm, both on the ground and in the air, 
Bruſh'd with the hiſs of ruſling wings. As Bees 


In 
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In ſn ſpring time, when the Sun with 7awrzs rides, 
Pour forth their pop'lous youth about the Hive 
In cluſters; they amanyg freſh Des and Flowres 
Fly to and fro,.or vn the ſmoorkdd Plank,!. 

The Suburb of their Scraw-buile Cittadel, 

New rubbdwith Baum, expatiate and confer 
Their State affairs. ” So thick the acry\crawd 
Swarm'd and were ſtraitn'd; till the Signal giv. 
Bchold a wonder! they but now who ſeem'd 

In bigneſs to ſurpaſs,Eqrth's Giant Sons ; -; 

Now lefs then ſmalleſt Dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng numberſeſs; like that Piginean Race 
Beyond the' Indjan Mount, or Fagty Elves, 

| Whole midnight Reycls, by, a Foreſt, fide , 

Or Fountain ſors belated Peaſant ſees \ 

Or. dreams he ſees, whale oyer-head the iitkie 
Sits Arbitreſs, and neater to'theFarthy 
Wheels her pale courſe, they on their mirth and dance © 
Intent, with jocund Muſick charm his Ear; 
At once with joy and fear his heart xebounds. 
Thus incorporeal Spirits to ſmalleſt forms * 
Reduc'd their ſhapes immenſe, and were at large, 
Though without number fill amidſt the Hall 
Of that infernal' Court. Bur far within, 

And in their own dimenſions like themſelves, 

The great Seraphick Lords and Cherubim, 

In cloſe receſs and ſecret conclaye ſate 

A thouſand Demy-Gods on golden ſeats, 
Frequent and full. After ſhort ſilence then 

And ſummons read, the great Conſult began. 


The End of the Firſt Book, 


— ——_ — —— a 
». | ” ”, ©» 
$26 ” 
\ * 3 * 
. . 
L 
_ . Ce nn nnnmnnnnnne eee . G uw . 
* T . 1, > » ® ” ” 
—_— L . IX. - ” « i rr = - as - " ” 
F 1 ! 3% * ® 3 z ed[11: 3 13% z z 


F1Jk 


— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
P— 
— 
— 

— 
— 
— 


0 , p * . ' 
wo 2 RP Afle 72 req eb 1h en Too; ey arnenl] 
> (+2 Z ww 4 + #32 & 4 , 4 _ A114 «44 # 4#P# \_/ 
X = * b. 5 Je A : 7 . 
q — - 4 "2 * 
” lA 34H! i, v RS ens CL44ds LETE I1 9 al 
3 4 - - 
. ” , cc JN NR - +» y 
®S : — $i 141 # * 4 " 4 L 
- j a 
/ l r% E- ; - , ' T,-v 4) 
: | i 68 he. - F #*++ " 
pe P TW, 7 X +2 4 b, \o F= / 


. : | E F 
Ar + 4 " "# t | 4 , * p< K4- 
£ . ' \ # 
\ b | A 4 . . Cz  o + 
B '$) p Oo 'K: k C, F L LAD ww; , 5 
T ® 
- = = F Þ . ” 
pen M4IINY- .. (2"}" C —_ 
#S-] a + L + . P on a +4 © S< "2" 
#1 = 


Ni 


Ss $=S 1-5 : 
MM ITH4FW DD OUR, (Ub 


Bf 1 
- TC - - ”P 
- "4 


THE ARGUMENT, - 

The Conſultation begun, Satan dehates whether another Battle 
be to be hazarded for the recovery. of \ Heaven: ſome adviſe 
it, others diſſuade; 4 third propoſal is prefer d, mentiond 
before by Satan, to'ſearcſythe trutly of that Prophecy or Trad): 
tion in Heaven conterninis another World. and arother kind 
of Creature, equal, or uot much inferiour to ibemſedaes, about 
this time to be created: Their doubt who.ſhall be ſent on this: 
difficult ſearch: Satan their Chjef Th Con alone the Voy- 
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age, is honour d and applauded, The Councit thus ended. 
the reſt betake then: ſeveral 'ways, an#t0 feveral imploymens, 
as their inclinevions-leatd 1henr, to entertain the time till Sa- 
tan return. He paſſes on his Journey tb Hell Gates, finds 
them ſhut, and who fate there to. guard them, by whom at 
length they are open'd, and diſcover to him the great Gulf 
between Hell and Heaven; with what difficulty he paſſes 
through, direfied by Chaos, the Power of that place; to the 
fight of this new World which he ſaught, tt A 


IGH on a Throne of Royal Seate, which far ( 
Outſhone the wealth of Orme and of Ind, & 


Or where the gprogtous Eaſt with richeſt hand * 

Showres on her Kings Barberick Peat and Gold, 
| Satan exalted fate, by merit raisd 

To that bad eminence; and from deſpair 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope, aſpires 

Beyond thus high, inſariate to purſue 
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Vain War with Heav'n, and by ſucceſs thewahes 
His proud imaginations thus diſplay'd. - - 2H 


Powers and Dominions, Deitics of Heav's, 
For ſince no deep'within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigour, though oppreſs'd and falln, 

I give not Heav'n for loſt. From this deſcent 
Celeſtial vertues rifing, will appear 
More glorious and more dread than from no fall, 
And truſt themſelves to fear no ſecond fate: 
Me though juſt right, and the fix'd Laws of Heav'ri 
Did firſt create your Leader, next free choice, 
With whar beſides, in Council or in Fight, 
Hath been atchiev'd of merit, : yet this lo 
Thus far at leaſt recover'd, hath much more 
Eſtabliſhd in a ſafe unenvied* Throne; - 
Yielded with full conſent. The happier ſtate 
In Heav'n, which follows dignity, mighe draw 
Envy from each inferiour ; but who'here | 
Will cavy whom the higheſt place expoſes 
Foremoſt to ſtand againſt the Thunderer's aim - 
Your bulwark, and condemns the greatecft ſhare 
Of cndlcſs pain } Where there'is then no good ' 
For which to ſtnve, no ſtrife can grow up there 
From Faction; for none ſure will claim'm Hell 
Precedence z/none, whoſe' portion is ſo ſmall 
Of preſent pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more. With this'advantage then 
To union, and firmFaith, and firm accord, 
More than can be'iti Heay'n, we now rerurn 
To claim our juft inheritance of 'old, © 
Surer to proſper than' proſperity | 
Could have afſurd us; and by what beft Way, 

' Whether 
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Whether of open War or covert guile, 
We now debate ; who can adyiſe may ſpeak. 


He ceas'd, andnext him Mo/ech,ſceptred King, 
Stood up, the ſtrongeſt and the fierceſt Spirit 
That fought in Heayn, now fiercer by deſpair:- }. 
His truſt was with th' Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in ſtrength, and rather than be- leſs 
Card not to be at all ; with that care loſt 
Went all his fear : of God, or Hell, or worſe, + 
He wreck'd not ; and theſe words thereafter ſpake : 


My ſentence is for open. War : of Wiles, 
More unexpert, I boaſt not : them let thoſe - 
Contrive who necd, or when they need; not now : 
For while they ſit contriving, ſhall the reſt, 
Millions that ſtand in Arms, and longing wait 
The Signal to aſcend, {it ling ring here. 

Heav'ns fugitives, and for their dwelling plact - 
Accept this dark opprobrious Den of ſhame, _ + 
The Priſon of his Tyranny who reigns | 
By our delay ? no, let us rather chuſe; ;. 
Armd with Hell flames and fury, all-at bnce. + 
Oer Heav'ns high Towres to-force refi{tle(s way, /. 
Turning our .Tortares into horrid Arms: . : 
Againſt the Torturer; when to meet the noiſe - 
Of his Alnughty Engine he ſhall hear /-/ 
Infernal Thunder, and for Lightning fee 
Black fire and honour ſhot with equal rage '--::: ,-: 
Among his Angels; and his Throns ie ſelf | 
Mixt with Tartarean Sulphur, and: ſtrange fire; 
His own invented Torments... But perhaps --5r | 
The way ſeems difficult and;ſtcep, ro-ſcale. .1;; - 
Wuh upright wing againſt a higher foe. 

Let 
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Let ſuch bethink them, if the ſleepy drench 

Of that forgetfull Lake benumb nor till, 

That in our proper motion we aſcend 

Up to our native ſcat : deſcent and fall 

To us 15 adverſe. Who but felt of late 

When the fierce Foe hung on our broken Rere 
Inſulting and purſu'd us through the Deep, 

With what compulſion and laborious flight 

We ſunk thus low? Th aſcent is cafie then ; 

Th event 1s fear'd ; ſhould we again proyoke 

Our ſtronger, ſome worſe way his wrath may find 
To our deſtruction : if there be in Hell 

Fear to be worſe deſtroy'd : what can be worſe 
Than to dwell here, driv'n out from blils, condemred 
In this abhorred Deep to utter woe ; 


« Where pain of unextinguiſhable fire 


Muſt exerciſe us without hope of end 

The Vaſſals of his anger, when the Scourge 
Incxorably, and the torturing hour 

Calls us to Penance > More deſtroy d than thus 
We ſhould be quite aboliſhd and expire. 

What fear we then, what doubt we to incenſe 
His utmoſt Ire ? which to the height enragd, ( 
Will either quite conſume us, and reduce 

To nothing this eſſential, happier far 

Than miſerable to haye eternal being : 

Or if our ſubſtance be indeed Divine, 

And cannot ceaſe to be, we are at worſt 

On this fide nothing; and by proof we feel 
Our power ſufficient to diſturb his Heay'n, 

And with perpctu2! inrodes to allarm, 

Though inacceſſible, - his fatal Throne : 

Which, if not Victory, is yet Revenge. 


F He 


_ he . 
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He ended frowning, and his look denounc'd 
Deſperate revenge, and Battel dangerous 
To leſs than Gods. On th other fide up roſe 
Belial, in a& more gracefull and humane ; 
A fairer perſon loſt not Heayn ; he ſeemd 
For dignity composd and high exploit : 
But all was falſe and hollow; though his Tongue 
Dropt Manna, and could make the worſe appear 
The better reaſon, to perplex and daſh 
Matureſt Counſels: for his thoughts were low; 
To Vice induſtrious, but to Nobler deeds 
Tim'rous and ſlothfull : yet he pleasd the Ear, 
And with perſuaſive accent thus began. 


I ſhould be much for open War, O Peers ! 
As not behind in hate , if what was urg'd 


Main reaſon to perſuade immediate War, 
Did not difluade me moſt; and ſeem to caſt 


Ominous conjecture on the whole ſucceſs: 

When he who moſt excells in fa&t of Arms, 

In what he counſels and in what cxcells 
Miſtruſtfull, grounds his courage on deſpair 

And utter diſlolution, as the ſcope 

Of all his aim, after ſome dire revenge. 

Firſt, what Revenge ? the Towres of Heav'n are fill d 
With armed Watch, that render all acceſs 
Impregnable; oft on the bord'ring Deep 

Encamp their Legwns, or with obſcure wing 

Scout far and wide mto the realm of night, 
Scorning ſurprize. Or could we break our way 

By force, and at our heel all Hell ſhould riſc 

With blackeſt Inſurre&tion, to confound 
Heavns pureſt Light, yet our great Enemy 


_—— _ — 
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All ecornpeible mand on his: Tirons mu 444 £22 

Sit unpolluted, and:th' Erherealanold 231 oh ok 

Incapable of Rain would ſoonrexpell- =: 1 

Her miſchicf, and purge off the: baſer fire 

Victorious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope 

Is flat deſpair : we mult :exaſperare : . */.- 

Th' Almigty Victor :to.ſpend all his rage;'- 

And that muſt end us, that:mufti be our cure; | 

Tobe no more ;. ſad: Curt ; for who would loſe, 

Though full of pain this mtclotual being, + - 

Thoſe thoughts that, wander:through Eternity ; 

To periſh rather, fivallowid up and loſt: 

In the wide womb of -uncreateds night; -- 

Devoid of ſenſe and motion? and: who knows, 

Let this be good, whether.our angry: Foe ©. 

Can give 1t, or will ever; howhe-can-; > - x 

Is doubtfull; that. he:never will is ſurg > 

Will he, ſo wiſe, :let Joaſe at once his 1rc;: 

Belike through unPOtence, or unaware, b 

To give his Enemies their wiſh, and end /- | 

Them in his anger, whom hus'anger ſaves 1 

To puniſh endleſs? wherefore ceaſe we' then? 

Say they who counſtl War;-we are decrced, 

Reſeryd, and deſtind to eternal woe 

Whatever doing, what can we: ſuffer more, 

What can we ſuffer worle?- 1s: this then wort, 

Thus ficting, thus conſulting, thus in Arms; 

What when we fled -amain, purſu'd and ſtruck 

With Heav'ns afflifting Thunder, and: beſaughe 

The Deep to ſhelter us; this Hell then :ſecm'd 

A refuge from thoſe. wounds::or when we lay - - 

Chain'd on the burning: Lake? that ſure was worſe. 

What if che breath that kindId choſe grim fires 

Awak'd ſhould blow them into'fevenfold rage 
| F 2 And 
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And plunge us in the: flithes! or frbm above: 
Should intermitted Veegahee atmi again. * 11/7 17 5 7! 
His red right hand to plaguews? whar if all > - 
Her ſtores were opend, and 'this Firmament © 
Of Hell ſhould ſport her\Gataracts.ob Fire, - i\ 
Impendent horrours, threatning hideous fall - 1 @ 
One day upon our heads} ale wo perhaps | [1 
Deſigning or exhortng glirious war, ' Wk ; 
Caught in a fitgy 'Tenpeſti(hall behul'd i G1 1 
Each on his rogktrandaxe;'dhe fport'and prey © op 
Of racking whirlwihds;:or:for ever funk © ff 
Under yon boyling.Mcban, wrapr av Chains; 

There to converſe with evbrhafting gtoans, 

Unreſpited, unpitied, unbepriey'd, * - ! |-c 

Ages of hopeleſs end; thus would be work. 
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War therefore, open gr donceal'd, alike i = | I 
My voice diſſuades; for whatcan force or guilc S 
With him, or who.decavohe mind, whoſceye TI 


Views all things at one view? the fromHeavy'ns height - { 
All theſe our motibns vain foes and:derides; 2 
Not more Almighty totefat -our- might 

Than wiſe to fruſtrate all or plots and wales. 

Shall we then live-thus vale, the xave of Heay'n 

Thus trampl'd, thus cxpelid:2o faffer here | 

Chains and theſe Tormants? beer theſe than work 

By my advice; danae face amcvitable 

Subdues us, and embiportent: Deovee, 

The Victors'wHl: | To ſuifer, as £o:doc, 

Our ſtrength 4s equal, nor #he Law -anjuft 
That ſo ordains:-'Thas, wasat fart refoly'd 

If we were wile, agamit 1o:great a foc 
Contending, and-fo-doubriuHwhat awmnight Fall. 
I laugh, whentthofe whoiat the Spear.are bold 
And yent'rovs, af thattau:thom, fixiucik and fear 


Book 11. Pargdiſe\\Loft. 32 
What yet they know muſt-follow, to endure; 1110 
Exile, or ignominy;cor bonds, or pain, 7.4, 
The ſentence of theivConqurour: Thisis aow | - | 
Our doom; which'ifwe' can fuftam and bear, -. 

Our ſupreine Fee in-time may much rent 

His anger, and perhaps thus far remoy'd RH 1 
Not mind us not offending, ſatisfd  - -. Fats 
With what is punifh'd; whence theſe raging fs) 

Will flacken, if his breath ſtir not their flames, ' 

Our purer eſſence then will overcome. 

Their noxious vapour, or cnurd not feel,:: | 

Or chang d at length; and ta the place conform'd: 

In temper and in nature, willreceive! - '- 

Familiar the fierce hear, and vel of pain; 

This horrour will grow:mild,this darkneſs gh, 

Beſides what hope the never-ending flight ' 

Of future days may bring, whatchance, what change: 
Worth waiting, dinee; our preſent lot appears | 

For happy though bur Hl; for not wark, 

If we procurc not to'bur {elves nor woe. 


Thus Belial, wich words cloatd in Reaſfon's garb: 
Counſel'd ignoble eaſe, and peacetull: floth, 6: 
Not peace: and after Janibes Mamma _— 


Either to difinthrone the King of Heavin 
We war, if war be beſt, or to. tegain - 
Our own right loſt: him to unthrane:weirthen 
May hope when cyerlafting Fate ſhall yacld 
To fickle Ghance, and Lhgos judg ahe:ſtrife: 
The former vain &o hope arguts as vain” 
The latter: for what place can-he far us 
Within Heav'ns bound, unkf Hceavns Lord ſupreme 
We over-power? Suppoſe he ſhould xelent - ' © *: 


And 


—_— 
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And publiſh Gracdto all, oni promifa made {i117  *Þ 
Of new Subje&tion; with what eyes:could we. - 4 | 
Stand in his preſence linmblc, and receive | 
Strict Laws imposd, to celebrate:his} Throne | 
With warbl'd Hymns, and to his Godhead ſing 

Forc'd Hallelujahs; while he Lordly fus 

Our envied Sov reign, and his Altar breathes 

Ambroſial Odours and Ambrofial Flowres, 

Our ſervile off rings. This:muſt be our task 

In Heav'n, this our delight; how weariſome ” 
Eternity ſo ſpent in worſhip paid | 
To whom we hate. Let us:not then: purſue ' 
By force impoſſible, by leave obtain'd 1 
Unacceptable, though in Heay'n, our ſtate _ . __ j 
Of ſplendid vaſlalage; but rather ſeck-.. 30 LT 
Our own good fromiour ſelves, and from our'own 
Live to'our ſclyes; though 'in this vaſt receſs, 


bd —_ Ss LS 


Free, and to none; accountable, preferring 11 VT ſ 
Hard liberty before the cafie yoke ; 
Of ſervile Pomp.- Our greatneſs will appear | i 


Then moſt conſpicuous, when great things of ſmall, 
Uſcfultof hurtfull,/proſperous. of adverſe 

We can create, 'and in what place ſocer 

Thrive under evil, 'and work cafe out of pain 2 
Through labour and indurance. This deep world | 


Of darkneſs do we dread? ''How oft amidſt 

Thick cloud and dark doth Heay'ns all-ruling Sire 
Chuſe to reſide, his Glory unobſcur'd, 

And with the Majeſty of darkneſs round 

Covers his Throne; from whence deep thunders roar 
Muſt ring their rage, and Heay'n reſembles Hell > 
As he our darkneſs, cannot we his Light 
Imitate when we pleaſe? This defart foil 
Wants not her hidden luſtre, Gems and Gold; 
LOO Nor 
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Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raiſe 
Magnificence; and whatcan Heav'n ſhew more? 
Our torments alſo may in length of time 
Become our Elergents, theſe piercing Fires 

As ſoft as now ſevere, our temper chang d 
Into their temper ; which muſt needs remoye 
The fenftbk of pain. All things invite 

To peaccfull Counſels, and the ett] d State 
Of order, how m fafety beſt we-may 
Compoſe our preſent evils, with regard 

Of what we are and were, diſmiffing quite 
All thoughts of War : Ye have what I adyiſe. 


He ſcarce had finiſhd, when fuch murmur filld 


Th Aſſembly, as when hollow Rocks retain 


The ſound of bluſtring winds, which all night long 
Had rouzd the Sea, now with hoarſe cadence Jull 
Sea-faring men oerwatchd, whoſe Bark by chance; 


Or Pinnace, anchors in a craggy Bay 

After the Tempeſt : Such applauſe was heard 
As Mammon ended, and his Sentence pleasd, 
Adviſing peacc : For ſuch another Field 


They dreaded worſe than Hell: - So much the fear 


Of Thunder and the Sword of Micthae! 
Wrought ſtill within them ; and no leſs defire 
To found this nether Empire, which might riſe 
By policy, and long proceſs of time, 

In emulation oppoſite to Heay'n. 

Which when Bee/zebub perceiv'd; than whorn, 
Satan except, none higher fate, with grave 
Aſpect he roſe, and in his rifing ſeem'd 

A Pillar of State ; deep on his Front engrayerr 
Deliberation ſate and publick Care ; 

And Princely coanſel in his face yet ſhone, 


Majcftick 
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Majeſtick though in ruine : Sage he ſtood - 
With Atlantean ſhoulders fit to bear 

The weight of mightieſt Monarchics; his "I 
Drew audience and attention ſtill as Night 

Or Summers Noor-tide air, while thus he ſpake. 


Thrones and Imperial Powers, off-ſpring of Heayn, 
Ethereal Vertues ; of theſe Titles now 
Muſt we renounce, and changing ſtyle be calld 
Princes of Hell ? For ſo the poplar Vote 
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 
A growing Empire ; doubtleſs; while we dream, 
And know not that the King of Heav'n hath doonrd 
Thus place or dungeon, not our ſafe retreat 
Beyond his potent arm , to live exempt 
From Heay ns high juriſdiction, in new League 
Banded againſt his Throne, but to remain 
In ſtricteſt bondage, though thus far remoy'd, 
Under ttv inevitable curb, reſerv'd 
His captive multicude : For he, be ſure, _ 
In height or depth, till farſt or laſt will reign ' 
Sole King, and of his Kingdom loſe no part 
By our reyolt, but over Hell extend 
His Empire, and with Iron Sceptre rule 
Us here, as with his Golden thoſe in Heay'n. 
Whart ſit we then projecting Peace and War ? 
War hath determin'd us, and foil'd with loſs 
Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchſaf'd or fought; for what pcace will be giv'n 
To us enſlayd, but cuſtody ſevere, 
And \tripes, and arbitrary puniſhment 
Inflicted ; and, what peace can we return? 
But to our power hoſtility and hate, 
Untamd reluctance, and reyenge though ſlow, 

tet 
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Yet cycr plotting how the Conquerour leaſt 
May reap his conqueſt, and may leaſt rejoice 
In doing what we moſt in ſuffering feel ? 
Nor will occaſion want, nor ſhall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invade 
Heavn, whoſe high walls fear no Aſſaulc or Siege, 
Or ambuſh from the Deep. What if we find 
Some eaſier enterpriſe There 1s a place 
( If ancient and prophetick fame in Heav'n 
Err hot ) another World, the happy ſeat 
Of ſome new Race call'd Man, about this time 
To be created like to us, though leſs 
In power and excellence, but favour'd more 
Of him who rules above ; fo was his will 
Pronounc'd among the Gods, and by an Oath, 
That ſhook Heavy ns whole circumference, confirm'd. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould, 
Or ſubſtance, how endud, and what their power, 
And where their weakneſs, how attempted beſt, 
By force or ſubtilty : Though-Heay'n be ſhut, 
And Heav'ns high Arbitrator ſit ſecure 
In his own ſtrength, this place may lie exposd 
The utmoſt border of his Kingdom, left 
To their detence who hold it here perhaps 
Some advantageous act may be atchicy'd 
By ſudden onſet, cither with Hell fire 
To waſte his whole Creation, or poſleſs 
All as our own, and drive as we were driven, 
The puny habitants, or if not drive, 
Seduce them to our Party, that their God 
May prove their foe, and with-repenting hand 
Aboliſh his own works. This would ſurpaſs 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 
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In our Confuſion; and our Joy upraiſe 

In his diſturbance ; when his darling Sons 
Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, ſhall curſe 
Their frail Original, and faded bliſs, 

Faded fo ſoon. Adviſe if this be worth 
Attempting, or to ſit in darkneſs here 
Hatching vain Empires. Thus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his deyiliſh Counſel, firſt devisd 

By Satan, and in part proposd : for whence, 
But from the Authour of all ill could ſpring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 

Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To mingle and inyolve, done all to ſpite 

The great Creatour ? Burt cher ſpite ſtill ſerves 
His glory to augment. The bold deſign 
Pleas d highly choſe infernal States, and joy 

* Sparkl['d in all their eyes ; with full afſenc 
They vote : wherear his ſpecch he thus renews. 


Well have ye judgd, wellended long debate, 
Synod of Gods, and like to what ye are, 


Great things reſolyd, which from the loweſt deep 


W/1ll once more lift us up, in ſpight of Fare, 
Nearer our ancient Seat ; perhaps in yiew 
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Of thoſe bright confines, whence with neighbouring Arms 


And opportune excurſion we may chance 
Re-enter Heavn; or elſe in ſome mild Zone 
Dwell not unviſited of Heavns fair Light 
Secure, and at the brightening Orient beam 
Purge off this gloom ; che ſoft delicious Air, 
To heal the ſcar of theſe corroſive Fires 


Shall breathe her balm; But firſt whom ſhall we ſend 


In ſearch of this new world 2 whom ſhall we find 


Sufficient ? who ſhall cempr with wandring feer 
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The dark unbottom'd infinite Abyfs, 

And through the palpable obſcure find ont 
His uncouth way, or ſpread his aery flight 
Upborn with indefatigable wings 

Over the vaſt abrupt, eer he arrive 

The happy Iſle; whiat ſtrenght, what art can then 
Suffice, or what evaſion bear him ſafe 
Through the ſtrict Senteries and Stations thick 
Of Angels watching round? Here he had need 
All circumſpettion, and we now no leſs 
Choice in our ſuffrage; for on whonx we ſend, 
The weight of all and our laſt hope relics. 


This ſaid, he fate ; andexpectation held 
His look ſuſpence, awaiting who appeard | 
To ſecond or oppoſe, or undertake - 
The perilous attempt: But all fate mute, 
Pondering the danger with deep thoughts; and each 
In others countnance read his own diſmay 
Aſtoniſht: None among the choice and prime 
Of thoſe Heavin-warring Champions could be found 
So hardy as to profer or accept 
Alone the dreadfull voyage; till at laſt 
Satan, whom now tranſcendent glory raisd 
Above his fellows, with Monarchal pride 
Conſcious of higheſt worth, unmoy'd thus ſpake. 


O Progeny of Heay'n, Empyreal Thrones, 
With reaſon hath deep ſilence and demur 
Seisd us, though undiſmay'd: Long is the way 
And hard, that out of Hell leads up to light; 
Our priſon ſtrong, this huge conyex of Fire, 
Outrageous to devour, immures us round 
Ninefold, and gates of burning Adamant 
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Barr d over us prohibit -all cgreſd"'i {> 112320day 25:2 51 
Theſe paſt, if any paſs che void profound ' 3 bil 
Of uneſſential Night receives hininext, 7 1717 un, 
Wide gaping, and with atzer loſs of being + i «4 
Threatens him, plung d'1n:that abortive _ 
If thence: he:ſcape into/whatever world, 
Or unknown Region, what remains him leſs 
Than unknown'dangers2and.as hard eſcape? yo! 
But I ſhould ill become this Throfe/O Peers, cd 
And this Imperial Sov reignty, adchri'd Orr mD41D | 
With ſplendour, arm'dwitch power, fought propos d. 
And judg'd of publick:moment,itvthe: ſhape » : 
- Of difficulty or danger could deter 
Me from attempting.'* Wherefore: do: I uſſurhe!. +: 1 
Theſe Royalties, and'not refuſe to-Reigry-! >. Fas 
Refuſing to accept as great'a ſhare/> © 7 20} 
Of hazard as of honour, due alike 
To him who Reigns, and ſo much to him due 
Of hazard more ashe above the reſt” 
High honour ſits>*Ge therefore mighty Powers, 
Terrour of Heay'n, though fall” ns intend at home, 
While here ſhall be our home, what beſt may caſe 
The preſent miſery, and render Hell 
More tolerable; if there be cure or charm 
To reſpite or deceive, or {lack the pain 
Of this 11] Manſion: internut no watch 
Againſt a wakefull Foe, while I abroad 
Through all the Coaſts of dark deſtruction ſeek 
Deliverance for us all: Thus entcrprize 
None ſhall partake with me. © Thus ſaying roſe 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply, 
Prudent leſt from' his reſolution raisd 
Others among the chicf might offer now 
( Certain to be refusd) what crſt they feard; 
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And fo refusd might'iri opinion ſtand 7: 

His Rivals, winning cheap the high repute 

Which he through hazard huge muſt earn. But:they 
Dreaded not more th' adyenture than-his voice- © 
Forbidding; and at once with him they roſe; 
Their riſing all at once was as the-ſound 

Of Thunder heard remote. - Towards him they bend 
With awfull reverence prone; : and as a'God ' 
Extoll him cqual to the hight in Heavn : 

Nor fail'd they to-expreſs how much they prais'd, 
That for the general ſafety he'deſpisd 

His own: for neither:do the Spirits damn'd 

Loſe all their vertue ;/ leſt bat'men ſhould boaſt!; -;: 
Their ſpecious deeds on Earth; which glory excites, . 
Or cloſe ambition-yarniſht o'er: with zeal... 

Thus they ther doubtfull Conſultations dark 
Ended, rejoycing in their matchleſs Chiet: 

As when from mountain tops the dusky. clouds 
Aſcending while the North-wand: ſkeeps;»or-ſpread 
Heavn's chearfull facc, the: lowrmg Element 

Scowls ocr the dark'nd lantskip, Snow;:orſhowre ; 
If chance the radiant'Sun with farewell fweet 
Extend his ev'nirig beam, the fields revive; 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds - 
Atteſt their joy, that hull and valley rings. 

O ſhame to men! Devil with Deyil damned - 

Firm concotd holds, men onely difagree 

Of Creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heavnly Grace: and God proclaiming peace, 

Yer live in hatred, enmity and ſtrife 

Among themſelyes, and levy crucl wars, 

Waſting the Earth, each other to deſtroy: 

As if ( which might induce us toaccord) 

Man had not helliſh focs enow beſides, 


That 
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The Stygian Council thus difloly'd, and forth : 
In order came the grand infernal Peers, f 
'Midſt came their mighty Paramount, and ſeem'd | 
Alone th' Antagoniſt of Heav'n, nor lefs 
Than Hell's dread Emperour with pomp ſupreme, 

And Godhlike unutated State; him round 

A Globe of fiery Seraphim inclos'd 

With bright 1mblazonry, and horrent Arms. 
Then of their Seſſion ended they bid cry 

With Trumpets regal ſound the great reſult: 
Towards the four winds four ſpeedy Cherubims 


Put to their mouths the ſounding Alchynue : 
By Heralds voice explain'd: the hollow Aby (s 7 
4} Heard far and wide, and all the Hoſt of Hell | : 


With deafning ſhout, return'd:them loud acclaim. 

Thence more atcaſe their minds, and ſomewhat rais'd 

By falſe preſumpwaus hope, the ranged powers 
isband, and wandring, each his ſevcral way 

Purſues, as inclination or ſad choice 

Leads him perplext, where he: may likelieſt find 

Truce to his reſtleſs thoughts, and entertain 

The irkſome hours, till his great Chief return. 

Part on the Plain, or in the Air ſublime 

Upon the wing, or in ſwift Race contend, 

As at th Olympian Games or Pythian fields; * 

Part curb their fiery Steeds, or ſhun the Goal 

With rapid wheels, or fronted Brigads farm. 

As when to warn proud Citics war appears 

Wagd in the troubl'd Sky, and Armies ruſh 

To Battle in the Clouds, before each Van 

Prick forth the Airy Knights, and couch their Spears 

Till thickeſt Legions cloſe; with feats of Arms - 
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From either end of Heav'n the Welkin burns. 
Others with vaſt Typhean rage more fell 

Rend up both Rocks and Hills, and ride the Air 
In whirlwind ; Hell ſcarce holds the wild uproar. 
As when Alcides from 0Fchalia crown'd 


With conqueſt, felt the envenonr'd robe, and tore 


Through pain up by the roots 7heſalian Pines, 
And Lichas from the top of 9Fta threw 

Into the Eboick Sea: * Others rhore mild, 
Reteated in a filent valley , fing- 

With notes Angelical to many a Harp 

Their own Heroick deeds and haplcts fall 

By doom of Battel ; and comptain that Fate 

Free Vertue ſhould enthrall to Force or Chance: 
Their Song was partial; But the harmony 

( What could it leſs when Spirits immortal fin ? ) 
Suſpended Hell, and took with raviſhment © 
The thronging audience, In difcourfe more fweet 
( For Eloquence the Soul, Song charms the Senſe, ) 
Others apart ſate on a Hill renr'd, 

In thoughts more cleyate, and reafon'd high 

Of Providence, Forc-knowledge, Will and Fate, 
Fixt Fate, free Will, Fore-knowltedge abfolute, 
And found no end,. in wandring mazes loft. 

Of good and cyil much they argucd then, 

Of happineſs and final mifery, 

Paſſion and Apathy, and glory and ſhame, 

Vain wiſedom all, and falfe Philoſophy : 

Yet with a pleaſing ſorcery could charm 

Pain for a while or anguith, and excite 

Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdurate breaſt 

With ſtubborn patience as with triple ſteel. 
Another part in Squadrons and groſs Bands, 

On bold adyenture to difcoyer wide 
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That diſmal world, if ay Clume perhaps, 
Might yield them eafier.habitation, bend | 
Four ways their flying March, along the Bank® 
Of four infernal Rivers ithat diſgoxge ; 

Into the butning Lake their balctull,ftreams; 
Abhorred Styx the floud of. deadly, that; 

Sad Acheron of. forrow,. black and drep'; ; 
Cocytus, namd of lamentation, loud. - ICY 
Heard on the rufull ſtream; ficres Phlegeton 8 
Whoſe waves of torrent fire inflame-with rage. ,. * \ 
Far off from theſe a flow and {ilegt ſixcam,”. 
Lethe, the River of Obliyion zplls..; 1-31-14 
Her watry Labyrinth, whercof who drinks, . 
Forthwith his former tate and being. forgets, 
Forgets both joy and gricf, plcaſure.and. pain. 
Beyond this floud a frozen, Contingng . wy 
Lics dark and wild, beat with perpetual ſtorms 

Of Whirlwind and dire Dail, which on firm land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and rume ſcems 

Of ancient pile; all clſe.deep.mow and ice, 

A gulf. profound. as that Serbonian Bog 

'Tixt Damiata and m t Caſius old, 

Where Armics who have ſunk : the parching Air 
Burns frore, and cold perfarms th effect of Firc. 
Thither by harpy-footed Furics hal'd, 

At certain reyolutions all the dapun'd 

Are brought and feel by turns the bitter change 

. Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce, 
From Beds of raging Fire to ſtarye in Ice 

Their ſoft Ethereal warmth, and there to pinc 
Immovable, infixt, and frozen round, 

Periods of time, thence hurried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Lethear Sound 

Both to and fro, their ſorrow to augment, 
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And wiſh and firuggle, as they paſs, to reach 
The tempting ſtream; with one ſmall drop to loſe 


In ſweet forgetfulncſs all pain and woe, 


All in one moment, and ſo near the brink; 
Bur fate withſtands, and to oppoſe th attempt 
Meduſa with Gorgonion terrour, guards 

The Ford, and of it felt the water flies 

All caſte of living wight, as once 1t fled 

The lip of ZTantalus. Thus roving on 

In confus'd march forlorn th adventrous Bands 
With ſhuddring horrour pale, and eyes agaſt 
Viewd firſt their lamentable lot, and found 
No reſt : through many a dark and dreary Vale 
They paſsd, and many a Region dolorous, 
Orer many a Frozen, many a fiery Alp, 

Rocks, Caves, Lakes, Fens, Bogs, Dens, and ſhades of death. 
An Univerſe of death, which God by curſe 
Created evil, for evil onely good, 

Where all life dies, death lives, and Nature breeds 
Peryerſe, all monſtrous, all prodigious things, 
Abominable, inutterable, and worſe 

Than Fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiy'd, 
Gorgons and Hydra's, and Chimera's dixe. 


Mean whule the Adverſary of God and Man, 
Satan, with thoughts inflanvd of higheſt delign, 
Puts on ſwift-wings, and towards the Gates of Hell 
Explores his ſolitary flight; ſome times 
He ſcours the right hand coaft, ſometimes: the lefr, 
Now ſhaves with level wing the Deep, then ſoars 
Up to the fiery Concaye towring high. 
As when far off at Sea a Flect deſcry'd 
Hangs in the Clouds, by Zquinodfial Winds : 
Cloſe failing from Bergala, or the Iles 
H 
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Of Ternate and 7 idore, whence Merchants bring 
Their ſpicy Drugs: they on the Trading Floud 
Through the wide Erhiopran to the Cape 

Ply ſtemming nightly toward the Pole. So feenvd 
Far off the flying Ficnd: ar laſt appear 

Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid Roof, 
And thrice threefold the Gates: three folds were Braſs, 
Three Iron, three of Adamantine Rock, 
Impenetrable, impald with circling fire, 

Yet unconſum d. Betore the Gares there ſate 

On citheir fide a formidable ſhape ; 

The one ſcemvd Woman to the waſte, and fair, 
But ended foul in many a ſcaly fold 

Voluminous and vaſt, a Serpent arm'd 
With mortal ſting: about her middle round 

A crv of Hell Hounds never ceaſing bark'd 

With wide Cerberian mouths full loud, and rung 

A hideous Pecal: yer, when they liſt, would creep, 
If ought diſturbd their noiſe, into her womb, 

And kennel there, yer there ſtill bark'd and howl'd, 
Within unſeen, Far leſs abhorr'd than theſe 

Vex'd Scylia bathing in the Sca that parts 

Calabria from the hoarſe Trinacrian ſhoar : 

Nor uglicr follow the Night-Hag, when call'd 

In ſecret, riding through the Air ſhe comes 

Lurd with the {mell of infant bloud, to dance ' 
With Lapland Withces, while the lab'ring Moon y 
Eclipſes at their charms. The other ſhape, 1 
If ſhape it might be call'd that ſhape had none, 
Diſtinguiſhable in member, joynt, or limb, 

Or ſubſtance might be call'd, that ſhadow ſeerri'd, 
For each ſcem'd cither z black it ſtood as Night, 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 

And ſhook a dreadfull Dart ; what ſeem'd his head 
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; The likeneſs of a Kingly Crown had on. 
Satan was now at hand, and from his ſear 
The Monſter moving onward came as faſt 
With horrid {trides, Hell trembled as he ſtrode, 
Th' undaunted Fiend what this might be admir'd, 
Admird, not feard; God and his Son excepr, 
Created thing naught valu'd he nor ſhun'd ; 
And with diſdainfull look thus firſt began: 


Whence, and what art thou, execrable ſhape; 
That dart, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy miſcreated Front athwart my way 
To yonder Gatcs? through them I mean to paſs; 
That be aſſur'd, without leave askt of thee: 
Retire, or taſte thy folly, and learn by proof, 
Hell-born, not to contend with Spirits of Heay'n. 

To whom the Goblin :full of wrath-zeply'd, 
Art thou that Traitor Angel, art thou he, 
Who firſt broke peace'in Hcav'n and Faith, till then 
Unbrok'n, and in proud rebellious Arms. _ | 
Drew after him the third:part of Heay ns Sons - 
Conjur'd againſt the higheſt, for which both thou. 
And they outcaſt from God, are here condemn'd 
To waſte Eternal days in woe and pain? 
And reck neſt thou thy ſelf with Spirits of Heav'n, 
Hell-doom'd, and breath defiance here and ſcorn. 
Where I reign King, and to enrage*thee more, --- 
Thy King and Lord? Back to thy puniſhment, 
Falſc fugitive, and to thy ſpecd add wings; 
Leſt with a whip of Scorpions I purſue 
Thy lingring, or with 6ne ſtroke-of this Dart 
Strange horrour ſeize thee, and pangs unfele-before, : - 
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So ſpake the grieſly terrour, and in ſhape, 
So ſpeaking and fo threatning, grew tenfold 
More dreadfull and deform d: on th' other tide 
Incensd with indignation Satan ſtood 
Unterrified, and like a comet burn'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiucus huge 
In th Arctick Sky, and from his horrid hair 
Shakes Peſtilence and War. Each at the Head 
Levelld his deadly aim; their fatal hands 
No ſecond ſtroke intend, and ſuch a frown 
Each caſt at th' other, as when two black Clouds 
With Heav ns Artillry fraught, come ratling on 
Over the Caſpian, then ſtand front to front 
Hov'ing a ſpace, till Winds the Signal blow 
To joyn their dark Encqunter in mud aur : 
So frown'd the mighty Combarants, that Hell 
Grew darker at their frown, ſo match'd they ſtood ; 
For never but once more was cither like 
To mect ſo great a foe: and now great decds 
Had been atchicy'd, whereof all Hell had rung, 
Had not the Snaky Sorcereſs that ſate 
Faſt by Hell Gate, and kept the fatal Key, 
Risn, and with hidcous outcry ruſhd between. 
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O Father, what intends thy Hand, ſhe cry'd, 
Againſt thy onely Son > What Fury, O Son, | 
Poſleſles thee to bend that mortal Dart = ; 
Againſt thy Fathers Head? and know'ſt for whom; 
For him who ſits above and laughs the while 
At thee ordaind his drudge, to execute 
What cr his wrath, which he calls Juſtice, bids, 
His wrath whiich one day will deſtroy you both, 
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She ſpake, and at the words the helliſh Peſt 
Forbore, then theſe to her Satan returnd: 


So ſtrange thy outcry, and thy words fo ſtrange 
Thou interpoſeſt, that my ſudden hand 
Prevented ſpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends; till firſt I know of thee; 
What thing thou art, thus double-formd and why 
In this infernal vale firſt met thou callit 
Me Father, and that Fantaſm calb-{t my Son ? 
I know thee not, nor ever ſaw till now 
Sight more detcſtable than him and thee. 


T whom thus the Portre(s of Hell Gate reply'd 
Haſt thou forgot me then? and do I ſeem 
Now in thine eye ſo foul, once deem fo fair 
In Heav'n, when at th Aſſembly, and in fight 
Of all che Seraphim with thee combired 
In bold conſpiracy againſt Heav'ns King, 
All on a ſudden miſerable pain 
Surpriz'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy fwum 
In darkneſs, while thy head flames thick and faſt 
Threw forth, till on the left ſide opning wide; 
Likeſt to thee in ſhape and countnance bright, 
Then ſhining heay'nly fair, a Goddeſs arm'd 
Out of thy Head I ſprung: amazement ſeizd 
All th Hoſt of Heavn; back they recoil'd affraid 
At firſt, called me Sin, and for a Sign 
Portentous held me ;| but familiar grown, 
I pleasd, and with attractive Graces won 
The moſt averſe, thee chiefly who full oft 
Thy (elf in me thy perfe&t image viewing 
Becam'it enamour'd, and ſuch joy thou took ſt 
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With me in ſecret, that my womb conceiy'd 

A growing burthen. Mean while War aroſe, 
And fields were faught in Heav'n; wherein remain d 
( For what could elſe) to our Almighty Foe 

Clcar victory, to our part loſs and rout 
Through all the Empyrean: down they fell 
Driv'n headlong from the Pitch of Heav'n, down 
Into this Deep, and in the genral fall 

I alſo; at which time this powertull Key 

Into my hand was givn, with charge to keep 
Theſe Gates for ever ſhut, which nonc can pals 
Without my opning. Penfive here I fatc 

Alone, bur long I fate not, till my womb 
Pregnant by thee, and now exceſſive grown 
Prodigious motion felt, and ructull throes. 

At laſt this odious offspring whom thou ſccſt 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 


Tore through my entrails, that with fear and pain : 
Diſtorted, all my nether ſhape thus grew | L 
Transform'd: but he my inbred enemy | | 


Forth 1ſlu'd, brandiſhing his fatal Dart 

Made to deſtroy : I fled, and cry'd out Death; . 
Hell trembl'd at the hideous: Name, and ſigh'd 
From all her Caves, and back refounded::Dearh: 
I fled, but he purfu'd ( though 'more, it. ſeems, :' 
Inflam'd with luſt than rage-)-and ſwikter far, 
Me overtook his Mother all-diſmay'd, 

And in embraces forcible and foul - 

* Ingendring with me, 'of that-rape begot | 
Theſe yelling Monſters that'with ceaſclefs cry:. 
Surround me, as thou ſawſt, hourly: conceiv'd 
And hourly born, 'wih' ſorrow infinite®!. 

To me, for whenthey liſt-into the womb 

That bred them they xeturn, and howl and gnaw 
33: 0 My 
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My Bowels, their repaſt ; then burſting forth 
A treſh with conſcious terrours vex me round, 
That reſt, or internuiflion none I find. 


Before mine eyes in oppoſition fits 
Grim Death my Son and foc, who ſets them on, 
And me his parent would tull foon devour 


' For want of other prey, but that he knows 


His end with minc involv'd; and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter Morſcl, and his banc, 
Whencyer that ſhall be ; fo Fate pronounc'd. 
But chou, O Father, I forewarn thee, ſhun 

His deadly arrow; neither vainly hope 

To be invaln'table in thoſe bright Arms, 
Though temper d heav'nly, for that morral dint, 
Save he who reigns above, none can re{#t. 


She finiſh'd, and the ſubtile Fiend his lore 
Soon learn'd, now mulder, and thus anſwer'd ſmooth : 
Dear Daughter, ſince thou claimt me, for thy Sire, 
And my fair Son here ſhewſt me, the. dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heay'n, and jays 
Then ſweet, now ſad ed mention, through dire change 
Bcfall'n us unforcſcen, unthought of, know 


I come no enemy, bur'to fer free. , 
From out this dark and diſmal houſe of,pain, 


Both him and thee, and all the heay/nly Hoſt 

Of Spirits that in our juſt pretenſes armi'd 

Fell with us from on high: from whom I go 

This uncouth Errand ſole, and one for all 

My {lf expoſe, with lonely ſteps to tread 

Th unfounded deep, and through the void immenſe 
To ſearch with wandring queſt a place foretold 
Should be, and by concurring ſigns, &er now 


Created vaſt and round, a place of bliſs | 
In 
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In the Pourlicucs of Heav'n, and therein plac'd 

A race of upſtart Creatures, to ſupply 

Perhaps our vacant room, though more remov'd, 
Leſt Heay'n ſurcharg'd with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new broils: Be this or ought 
Than this more ſecret now deſign, I haſte 

To know, and this once known, ſhall ſoon return, 
And bring you to the place where Thou and Death 
Shall dwell at caſe, and up and down unſeen 

Wing ſilently the buxom Air, imbalm'd 

With odours; there ye ſhall be fed and filld 
Immeaſurably, all things ſhall be your prey. 

He ceasd, for both ſeem d highly pleasd and Death 
Grinnd horrible a ghaſtly ſmile, to hear 

His famine ſhould be filld, and bleſt his maw 
Deſignd to that good hour: no leſs rejoyc'd 

His Mother bad, and thus'beſpake her Src: 
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The Key of this infernal Pit by due, 
And by command of Heay'ns all-powertull King 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
Theſe Adamantine Gates, againſt all force 
Death ready ſtands to interpoſe his darrt, 
Fearleſs to be o'ermatchd by living wightr. 
But what owe I to his commands aboye 
Who hates me, and hath hither thruſt-me down 
Into this gloom of 7artarus profound, : | 
To fit in hatefull Office here confin'd, 
Inhabitant of Heavn, and Heav'nly-born, 
Here in perpetual agony and pain, | 
With terrours and with clamours compaſsd round 
; Of minc own brood, that on'my bowels feed, 
- Thou art my Father, thou my Authour, thou - -: ' 
My. Being gay'ſt me; whom ſhould I obcy wont) 
But 
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But thee, whom follow ? thou-wilt bring me ſoon 
To that new world ot-light and bliſs, among 

The Gods who live ax caſe, where I ſhall reign 


At thy right-hand voluptuous, as beſeems 
Thy daughter and thy! darling, 'without end. 


Thus ſaying, from her {ide the fatal Key, 
Sad inſtrument of all our woe, ſhe took ; 
And twards the Gate rolling her beſtial train, 
Forthwith the huge Portcullis high up drew, 
Which bur her {clf, not all the Stygian powers 
Could once have moy'd; then in the key-hole turts 
Th intricate Wards, and every Bolt and Bar 


* Of maſſic Iron or falid Rock with cafe 


Unfaſtens: On a ſudden open fly 

With unpertuous recoil and jarring ſound 

Th infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harſh Thunder, that the loweſt: bottom ſhook 


* Of Frebus. She opend, but to ſhut 


Excell'd her power ; the Gates wide open ſtood, 

That with extended wings a bannerd Hoſt 

Under ſpread Enfigns marching mighe pas through 

With Horſe and Chariots rank in looſe array; 

So wide they ſtoad; and like a Fornace mouth 

Caſt forth redounding ſmoak and ruddy flame. 

Before their Eyes in ſudden view appear 

The ſecrets of the hoary deep, a dark 

Illimitable Ocean without bound, 

Without dimenſion, where length, breadth, and height, 

And tune and place arc loſt; ' where eldeſt Night, 

And Chaos, anceſtors of Nature, hold 

Eternal Anarchy, amidſt the noiſe 

Of endleſs Wars, and by contuſion ſtand. 

For hot, cold, moiſt, and dry, four Champions fierce, 
I Serve 
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Strive here for Maſt ry, anU to Battel bring ' «- + 366 
Their embryon 'Atoms ;- they around the Flag -- © 
Of each his'Fation, in their ſey'ral Clans, * 7 2 
Light-arm'd or heavy, ſharp,' ſmooth, ſwitt or flow, 
Swarm populous, un-numbred as the Sands 

Of Barca or Cyrene's torrid ſoil, 

Levid to fide with warring Winds, and poiſe” - '+ 
Their lighter wings. To whom theſe moſt adhere, 
He rules a moment; Chaos Umpire fits, 
And by deciſion more embroils the fray 
By which he reigns : next him high Arbiter * {+ 1 47 
Chance governs all. Into this wild Abyſs, . 
The Womb of Nature, and perhaps her Grave; 

Of neither Sea, nor Shore,” nor Air, nor Fire, 

But all theſe in their pregnant cauſes mixt 

Confus'dly, and which thus muſt ever fight, 

Unkſs th Almighty Maker them ordain 

His dark materials to create' more Worlds. 

In this wild Abyſs the wary Fiend 

Stood on the brink of Hell, and look'd a while, 

Pond'ring his Voyage ; for no narrow frith 

He had to croſs. Nor was his Ear leſs peal'd 

With noiſes loud and ruinous (to compare 

Great things with ſmall ) than when Be/lona ſtorms, 
With all her battering Engines bent to raſe 

Some Cap'al City; or leſs than if this frame 

Of Heay'n were falling, and theſe Elements 

In mutiny had from her Axle torn 

The ſedfaſt-Earth. Ar laſt his Sail-broad Vanns 

He ſpreads for flight, and in the ſurging ſmoke 

Uplifted ſpurns the ground, thence many a League, 

As in a cloudy Chair, aſcending rides 
Audacious, but that ſeat ſoon failing, mects 

A yaſt-yacuity: all unawares 
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Flutt'ring his pennons vain plumb down he drops 
Ten thouſand fathom deep, and to this hour 
Down had been falling, had not by ill chanee 
The ſtrong rebuff of ſome tumultuous cloud 
Inſtin& with Fire and Nitre hurried him 
As many miles aloft: that tury ſtay'd, 
Quench'd in a Boggy Syrtis, neither Sea 
Nor good dry Land: nigh founder on he fares, 
Treading the crude conliſtence, half on foot, 
Half flying ; behooves him now both Oar and Sall. 
As when a Gryphon through the Wilderneſs 
With winged courſe oer Hill or moary Dale, 
Purſues the Arimaſpian, who by ſtealth 
Had from his waketfull cuſtody purloin'd 
The guarded Gold : So eagerly the Fiend - 
O'cr bog or ſteep, through ſtrait, rough; denſe or rare 
l With head, hands, wings or feet, purſues his way, 
” And ſwims, or ſinks, or wades, or creeps, or flics: 

At length a univerſal hubbub wild 

Of ſtunning ſounds and voices all confusd 

Born through the hollow dark affaults his car 
' With loudeſt vehemence : thither he phies, 
*  Undaunted to mect there whatever power 
i Or Spirit of the nethermoſt Abyſs | 
* Might in that noiſe reſide, of whom to ask 
Which way the neareſt coaſt of darkneſs lies 
Bordering on light; when ſtrait behold the Throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark Pavilion ſpread 
Wide on the waſtefull Deep; with him enthron'd 
Sate Sable-veſted Night, eldeſt of things, 
The Conſort of his Reign; and by them ſtood 
Orchus and Ades, and the dreaded name © 
Of Demogorgon; Rumor next and Chance; 


And Tumult and Confuſion all imbroil'd 
I 2 And 
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And Diſcord with a thouſand various mouths. 


T' whom Satan turning boldly, thus. Ye Powers 
And Spirits of this nethermoſt Abyſs, 
Chaos and ancient Night, ] come no Spy, 
With purpoſe to explore or to diſturb 
The ſecrets of your Realm, but by conſtraint 
Wand ring this darkſom Deſfart, as my way, 
Lics through your ſpatious Empire up to light, kv 
Alonc, and without guide, half loſt, I ſeek b: 
What readieſt path leads where your gloomy bounds 
Confine with Heav'n; or if ſome other place 
From your Dominion won, th ethereal King 
Poſlefles lately, thither to arrive 
I trayel this profound, direct my courſe; 
Dirc&ted no mean recompenſe it brings 
To your behoof, if I that region loſt, 
All uſurpation thence expell'd, reduce 
To her original darkneſs and your fway 
( Which 1s my preſent journey ) and once morc 
Erect the Standard there of ancient Night ; 
Yours be th' adyantage all, mine the revenge. 


Thus Satan; and him thus the Anarch old 

With faultring ſpeech and-viſage incomposd 
Anſwer'd. I know thee, ſtranger, who thou arr, 
That mighty leading Angel who of late 
Made head againſt Heay'ns King, though overthrown. 
I ſaw and heard, for ſuch a numerous Hoſt 
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep 
With ruine upon ruine, rout on rout, 
Confuſton worſe confounded; and Heay'n Gates 
Pour'd out by millions her victorious Bands 
Purſuing. Tupon my Frontiers herc 
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Keep reſidence : if all I can will ferve, 

Thar little which 1s left ſo to defend, 
Encroach'd on {till through our inteſtine broils 
Weakning the Sceptre of old Night : firſt Hell 
Your dungeon ſtretching far and wide beneath; 
Now lately Heaven and Earth, another World 
Hung o'er my Realm, link'd in a golden Chain 


To that ſide Heay'n from whence your Legions fell : 


If that way be your walk, you haye not far; 
So much the nearer danger; go and ſpeed; 
Havock and ſpoil and ruine are my gain. 


He ceasd; and Satan ſtaid not to reply, 
But glad that now his Sea ſhould find a ſhore, 
With freſh alacrity and force renew'd 
Springs upward like a Pyranud of fire 
Into the wild expanſe, and through the ſhock 
Of fighting Elements, on all ſides round 
Environ'd wins his way ; harder beſet 
And more cndanger', than when Argo paſsd 
Through Boſporus betwixt the juſtling Rocks : 
Or when Uly/es on the Larbord ſhun'd 
Charybdis, and by th other whirlpool fteer'd. 
So he with difficulty and labour hard 
Mov on, with difficulty and labour he; 
But he once paſt, ſoon after when men fell, 
Strange alteration ! Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, ſuch was the will of Heayn, 
Pay aftcr him a broad and beat'n way 
Over the dark Abyſs, whoſe boiling Gulf 
Tamely endur'd a Bridge of wondrous length 
From Hell continud reaching th' utmoſt Orb 
Of this frail World; by which the Spirits perverſe 
With cafic intercourſe paſs to and fro 


To 
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To tempt or puniſh mortals, except whom 
God and good Angels guard by ſpecial grace. 
But now at laſt the ſacred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of Heavn 
Shoots far into the boſom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn; here Nature firſt begins 
Her fartheſt verge, and Chaos to retire 
As from her outmoſt works a brok'n foc 
With tumulr leſs and with leſs hoſtile din, 
That Satan with leſs toil, and now with eaſe 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light 
And like a weather-beaten Veſlel holds 
Gladly the Port, though Shrouds and Tackle torn; 
Or inthe emptier waſte, reſembling Air, 
Weighs his ſpread wings, at leaſure to behold 
Far off th Empyreal Heay'n, extended wide 
In circuit, undetermind ſquare or round. 
With Opal Tow'rs and Battlements adorn'd 
Of living Saphure, once his native Seat, 
And-faſt by hanging in a golden Chain 
This pendant world, in bigneſs as a Star 
Of ſmalleſt Magnitude, cloſe by the Moon. 
Thither full fraught with miſchicyous reyenge, 
Accurſt, and in a curſed hour he hues. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


God fitting on his Throne ſees Satan flying towards this World, 
then newly created ; ſhews him to the Son, who ſate at his 
right-hand ; foretells the ſucceſs of Satan in perverting Man- 
kind; clears bis own Fuſtice and Wiſedom from all imputation 
having created Min free, ur able enough to have withſtood 
his Tempter; yet declaves: his purpoſe: of Grace towards him, 
in regard. he fell not.of his own malice, as:did Satan, but by 
him ſeducd. The Son of God renders praiſes to his Father 
for the manifeſtation of his gratious purpoſe towards Man ; 
but God apain declares, that Grate cannot be extended t0- 
wards Man without the fatisfafiion of Divine Juſtice ; Man 
hath offended the Majeſty of God by aſpiring to God-head, and 
therefore with all his-Progeny devoted to. death muſt die, un- 
leſs ſome one can be found ſufficient to anſwer for his offence, 
and undergo his Puniſhment. The Son of God freely offers 
himſelf a Ranſom for Man: the Father accepts him, ordains 
his Incarnation, pronounces his exaltation above all Names in 
Heaven and Earth; ' commandsall the Angels to adore him ; 
they obey, and hymning-to their Harps in full Choire, celebrate 
the Father and the Son. Mean while Satan alights upon the 
bare Convex of this World's outermoſt Orb ; where wandring he 
farſt finds a place, ſite call d The Lymbo of Vanity ; what per- 
ſons and things fly up thither,” thence comes the Gate of 
Heaven deſcrib d aſcending by ſtairs , and the waters above 
the Firmament that flew about it :\ His paſſage thence to the 
Orb of the Sun ; he finds there Uriel the Regent of that Orb, 
but firft changes hjmſelf into the ſhape of a meaner Angel , 

and pretending a zealous defire to behold the new Creation, 
y; and 
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and Man whom God had pla cd fare, inquires of him the 
place of his habitation, and is direfted ; alights firſt on 
Mount Niphates, 


Ail, holy Light, EINE of Heav'ns firitborn, 
| Or of th' Eternal Coeternal beam, 

May I expreſs thee unblam'd ? fince God is Light, 
And never but in unapproached light ' 
Dwelt from Eternity, dwelt then in thee, 
Bright Efluence of bright eſſence increate. 
Or hear'ſt thou rather pure Ethercal ſtream, 
Whoſe Fountain who ſhall tell > before the Sun, 
Befare the Heav'ns thou Wert, and at the yoice 
Of God, as with' a Mantle, didft, inveſt 
The rifing world of watcrs dark and deep, 
Wan from the void and formles infinite. 
Thee 1 re-viſis now with bolder wing, 
Eſcap'd the Stygean Pool, though long detair'd 
In that obſcure fojourn, while in my flight = 
Through utter and through muddle darkneſs born 
With other nates than to th\.0rphean Lyre 
I ſung of Chaos and Eternal Night, 
Taught by the heav'nly Muſe to venture down 
The dark deſcent, and up to re-aſccnd, 
Though hard and rare : thee I re-viſic ſafe, 
And feel thy ſov reign vital Lamp ; but thou 
Revifitſt not theſe eyes, that roll in vain 
To find thy picrcing ray, and find no dawn ; 
So thick a drop ſerene hath quencht their Orbs, 
Or dim ſuffuſion veil'd. Yet not the more 
Ceaſe I to wander where the Muſes haunt 
Clear Spring, or ſhady Grove, or Sunny Hill, 
Smutt with the love of ſacred Song; bur chief, 
Thee, $07, and thy flowry Brooks beneath, 
That waſh thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow, 


Nightly 
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Nightly I viſit : nor ſometimes forget 

Thoſe other two equall'd with me in Fate, 

So were I equal'd with them in renown, 

Blind Thamyris and blind Meonides, 

And Tirefias and Phineus, Prophets old. 

Then feed on thoughts, that yoluntary move 
Harmonious numbers ; as the waketfull Bird 
Sings darkling, and in ſhadieſt Covert hid 

Tunes her nocturnal Note. Thus with the Year 
Seaſons return, but not to me returns 

Day, or the ſweet approach of Evn or Morn, ,,, 
. Or fight of vernal Bloom, or Summers Roſe, 
Or flocks, or herds, or humane face divine; 

Bur cloud inſtead, and eyer-during dark 
Surrounds me, from the cheartull ways of men 
Cut off, and for the Book of knowledge fair 
Preſented with an univerſal Blank 

Of Nature's works to me cxpung'd and rasd. 
And Wiſedom at one entrance quite ſhut out. , 
So much the rather thou celeſtial Light 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 
Irradiate, there plant Eyes, all nuſt from thence 
Purge and diſperſe, that I may fee and tell 

Of things inviſible to mortal ſight. 


Now had th Almighty Father from above, 
From the pure Empyrean where he fits | 
High Thron'd aboye all height, bent down his Eye, 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About hun all the Sanctities of Heay'n' | 
Stood thuck as Stars, and from his ſight receiv'd 
Beatitude paſt utterance : on. his right 
The radiant image of his Glory fate, 
His onely Son : On Earth he firſt beheld | 
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Our rwo firſt Parents, yet the onely' two 

Of mankind, in the happy Garden placd, 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 
Uuinterrupted joy, unrivalld loye 

In blisfull ſolitude ;- he then furvey'd 

Hell and the Gulf: berween, and Satan there 
Coaſting the walf of Heav'n or this fide Night 
In the dun Air ſublime, and ready now 

To ſtoop with wearted wings, and willing feet : 
On the bare outſide of this World, that feemd - 
. Firm Land mmboſom'd without -Firmament, 
Uncertain which;* m Ocean or/in Air. 

Him God beholding' from his-profpect high, 
Wherein paſt, preſert, fittute he beholds, 
Thus to his par Son: NE ps 


Onely digs 6 Son, rent thon'what tage 
Tranſports our Adverfary, whom no bounds 
Preſcribd, no bar#vf Hell; not all the'chains 
Heap'd on him theke; nor yet the maih Abyſs 
Wide ittettupt ear hold ;/ifo bent.he ſeems 
On deſperate xeveripe, chat hall redowtind 
Upon his own rebellious Head. -And/now 
Through all reſtraint broke looſe, he wings his way 
Not far off Heav'n, in the Precincts of light, 
Directly towards icheinew <trated World, 
And Man there pla&d, withpurpoſe'tb aflay ' 
If him byiforce hoear deſtt6y;-or wotſe 
\ By ſome falſe guile Pervert ; '#nd ſhall perverc, 
For Man will hearkt'toihis glozing yes, 
And cafily'tranſgre&the' foki Command. _ 
Sole pledge of his obedience :189 will "fall, - 
He and his faithlefs Progeny':' Whoſe faulc 2 
Whoſe but his own?” Ingratehe-had of me -— © ft! 
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All he could have; I made him juſt and right, 
Sufficicnt to haye. ſtood, though free. to fall. 
Such 1 created all th' Ethereal Powers / 
And Spirits, both them who ſtood and them who fail d; 
Freely they ſtood who ſtood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, what proof could they have givn ſincere 
Of true allegiance, conſtant Faith or Love, . 
Where onely what they needs muſt doe; appeard, 
Not what they would ? what praiſe could they receive ? 
What pleaſure 1 from ſuch obedience paid, 
When Will and Reaſon ( Reaſon alſo ischoice ) 
Uſeleſs and vain, of freedom both deſpoil'd, 
Made paſſive both, had ſcrv'd neceſſity, - 
Not me. They therefore, as to right belong, 
So were created, nor can juſt] accuſe | 
Their maker, or their making; or their: Fate, 
As if Predeſtination over-ruld | 
Their will, diſfos'd by abſolute Decree - 
Or high foreknowledg ; they themſelves decreed - 
Their own reyolt, not I; if I foreknew, 
Forcknowledg had no influence on their fault, 
Which had no leſs prov'd certain unforeknown: 
So without leaſt umpulſe or ſhadow of Fate, 
Or aught by me immurably foreſeen, 
They treſpaſs, Authours to themſelves in all, 
Both what they judge and what they choſe; for fo 
I form'd them free, and free they muſt remain, 
Till they enthrall themſelves ; I elſe muſt change 
Their nature, and revoke the high Dectee 
Unchangeable, Erernal, which ordain'd 
Their freedom, they themſelves ordain'd their fall. 
The firſt fort by their own ſuggeſtion fell, 
Self-rempred, ſelf-deprav'd : Man falls deceiy'd 
By th' other firſt: Man therefore ſhall find grace; 
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The Ws nore's 41 Metoy:ahd Jaſtie both, 
Through Heaynidr8 Ewth) fothall my gloryexcell, 
But er firſt me taſt MICE CAR ſhine: 


Thus _" G6d hlakk aku al anal arg 
All Heayit2:and' iti:the blefſedSpirirs elect 
Senſe of new joy-Haffable diffus'd: 
Beyond 4ormpiare the Son of God was ſeen - 
Moft 'slerious, /irr him all his Father ſhone 
Subſtantially expreF'd, and in his face: 
Divine comipaſſiort viſibly appear'd, 
Love without ettd;'4nd without meaſure Grace, 
Which uttering, 120 he to his Father {pake. 


O Father. gratious' was all word which closd 
Thy ſovreign ſtntchce,' that'Man ſhould find grace; 
For which both Heav'n and Earth ſhall high extoll 
Thy praiſes, with th intumetable ſound 
Of Hymiv ard ſxered Songs, wherewith thy Throne 
Encompasd ſhall reſound thee ever bleſt. 

For ſhould Matt finally be loſt, ſhould Man 
Thy Creature latefo loyd, thy youngeſt Son 
Fall circumycnted: thus by fraud, though joyn'd 
With his own folly ?' that be from thee far. 
That far be from'thee, Father, who art Judge 
Of all things-made; and judgeſt onely righr. 
Or ſhall the: Adverlary thus obtain 

His end,and feuſtrate-thing; ſhall he fulfill 

His malice, and thy goodneſs bring to naught, 
Or proud return, though'ro his heavier doom, 
Yet with revenge accompliſh'd, and 'to Hell 
Draw after himithe whole Race of mankind, 
By him corrupred? or wilt thou thy ſelf 
Aboliſh thy Creation; and whhmake, 


For 
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For him, what for thy,glery.chou-tat made? 
So ſhould thy goodneſs and thy greatneſs bo th 
Be queſtion'd and blaſphem'd wwthour defence. 


To whom the great Creatour thus reply'd. 
O Son, in whom my, ſoul hath chuct delight, 
Son of my beſom, .Son who art alone 
My Word, my Wiſedom, and effectual Might, 
All haſt thou ſpoken, as my thoughts are, all 
As my Eternal purpoſe hath depgreed : i, 
Man ſhall not quite be loſt, but ſfayd who will 
Yet not of will in him, bur grace in mg 
Freely vouchſaft ; once more | will renew 
His lapſed powers, though forfeit and, cnthrall d 
By fin to foul exorbitant defires, 

Upheld by me, yet once more " ſhall ſtand 
On even ground againſt his mortal foe, 

By me upheld, that he may know how Sal. 
His fall'n condition is, and to me. owe 

All his dehiv'rance, and to none. but me. 
Some I have choſen of peculiar grace 

Elect aboye the reſt ; fo. is my will : 

The reſt ſhall here me call, and oft be warnd 
Their ſinfull ſtate, and to appeaſe betimes 
Th' incenſed Deity, while offer'd grace 
Invites : for I will clear their, ſenſes dark; 
What may ſuffice, and foftn ſtony hearts 

To pray, repent, and bring obediencedue, 

To Prayer, repentance, and obedience due, 
Though but endeavour'd with: fincere intent, 
Mine car ſhall not be flow, mine cye not ſhut, 
And I will place within them as a guide 

My Umpire Conſcience, whom if they will hear, 
Light after light well usd they ſhall attain, 
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And to the end perliſting; ſafe arrive. 

This my long ſufferance and my day of grace 
They who neglect and ſcorn, ſhall never rafſte : 
But hard be hardend, blind be blinded more, 
That they may ſtumble on, and deeper fall ; 
And none but ſuch from'mercy I exclude. 
But yet all 1s not done ; Man difobeying, * 
Diſloyal breaks his fealty,; and fins 

Againſt the high Supremacy of Heayn, 
Aﬀecting God-head, and fo loſing all, 

To expaate his Treaſon hath naught lefe, 
But to deſtruction ſacret and deyote, 

He with his whole poſterity muſt die, 

Die he or Juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid ſatisfaction, death for death. 


Say Heav'nly powers, where ſhall we find ſuch love, 


Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 
Man's mortal crime, and juſt th' unjuſt to fave, 
| Dwells in all Heaven charity fo dear? 


He ask'd, but all the Heav'nly Choire ſtood mu GS 


And ſilence was in Heav'in : on Mans behalf 
Patron or Interceflour none appear'd, 

Much leſs that durſt upon his own head draw 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranſom ſet. 

And now without redemption all mankind 

Muſt have been loſt, adjudg'd to Death and Hell 
By doom ſevere, had not the Son of God, 

In whom the fulneſs dwells of love divine, 

His dearcſ{t-Mediation thus renew'd. 


Father, thy word is paſt, Man ſhall find grace ; 
And ſhall grace not find means, that finds her way, 


The 
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The ſpeedieſt of thy winged meſlengers;; . 
To vilit all thy Creatures, and to all 
Comes unprevented; untmplor'd, unſought, 
Happy for Man, ſo coming ; he her aid 
Can never ſeek, once dead in fins and loſt ; 
Attonement for himſelf or offering meet, 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring : 
Behold me then, me for hum, life for life 
I offer, on me let thine anger fall; 
Account me Man; I far bus fake will leave 
Thy boſom, and this glory. next to thee 
Freely pur off, and for him laftly die 
Well pleasd, on me let Death wreck all his rage ; 
Under his gloomy power'l ſhall not long 
Lic vanquiſhd': thou haſt giyen me to paſleſs 
Life in my ſelf for ever, bythe I live, 
Though now to,;Death-I yield; and am his due 
All that of me can dic;;: yet. that debt paid, ' 
Thou wilt not leaye mean the loathſome grave : 
His prey, nor ſuffer may vinſpotted Soul 
For ever with coxruptiant there: to dwell ; 
Bur I ſhall riſe victorious, :and ſubdue 
My Vanquiſher, fpoild of his,yaunted ſpoil ; 
Death his death's waynd:ſhall'then reccive, andiſtoop 
Inglorious, of his naoritak ſting! dfarm'd. 
I through the ample Ai 4n Triumph lugh- 
Shall lead Hell captive, mangre Hell, and ſhew : | 
The powers of darkneſs; bound:;.''Thou at:the fight 1 -' 
Pleasd, out of HeavenJhale look down and ſmile, +: 
While by thee raisd ] rune. all: my Foes,-, | (rr (1 7 
Death laſt, and with his:Garcafs:glut the Grave : 
Then with the multitude:of my-vedecm'd: |: 
Shall enter Heaven lobrabſenc;:and return, : | 
Father, to ſee thy face, whercin.ho cloud-!.! 
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Of anger ſhall remain, but peace affurd 
And reconcilement ; wrath ſhall be no more 


Thenceforth, but in thy preſence Joy entire. 


His words here ended, but his meck aſpect 
Silent yet ſpake, and breathd immortal Love 
To mortal men, above which onely ſhone 
Filial obedience : as a Sacrifice 
Glad to be offer d, he attends the Will 
Of his great Father. Admuration ſeizd 
All Heavn, what this might mean, or whither tend 
Wondring ;. but ſoon th' Alnughty thus replid : 


O thou in Heav'n and Earth! the onely Peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath; O thou * 
My ſole complacence ! well thou know'ſt how dear 
To me are all my works, nor Man the leaſt, 
Though laſt created, that for him I ſpare 
Thee from my boſom and right-hand, to-ſave;, 
By loſing thee a while, the whole Race loft. - 
Thou therefore whomthou onely canſt redecrn, 
Their Nature alſo t> thy Nature join z 
And by thy ſelf Man among men on Earth, 
Made fleſh, when time ſhall be, of Virgin ſeed, 
By wond'rous birth © Be thou in Adam's room 
The Head of all mankind though Adam's Son. 

As in him periſh all men, fo in thee 

As from a ſecond root ſhall be reſtor'd, 

As many as are rcftor d, without thee none. 

His Crume makes guilty all his ſons; thy Merit 
Imputcd ſhall abſolvc them who renounce - 

Their own both righteous and unrightcous deeds, 
And live in thee tranſplanted, and'from thee © = 
Receive new life. So Man, as is molt juſt, - 
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Shall ſatisfic for Man, be judgd and die, 

And dying rife, and riſing with him raiſc 

His Brethren, ranſom'd with his own dear lite. 
So heavnly Love ſhall outdoe helliſh Hate 
Giving to death; and dying to redeem, 

So dearly to redeem what helliſh Hate 

So calily deſtroy d, and ſtill deſtroys 

In thoſe who, when they may, accept not grate, 
Nor ſhalt thou by deſcending to aflume 

Man's Nature, Icfsn or degrade thine own. 
Becauſe thou haſt, though thron'd #n higheſt bliſs 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying''- 

God-like fruition, quitted all to ſaye/- 
A World from utter loſs, and haft bectr found 
By Merit more than Birthright-Son'of- God, 
Found worthicſt to be ſo by being Good, 

Far more than Great or High; becauſe #$ thee 
Love hath abounded more thaniGlory abounds, 
Therefore thy Hunwlation ſhall:exalt© i: 
With thee thy: Manhood alſoto this Throne, 
Here ſhalt thou fit incarnate, here ſhalt rein 
Both God and Man, Sbn both'of God ane Man; 
Annointed univerſal King, alt Power * 

I give thee, reign for ever, and aſſume 

Thy Merits 5 -underithee as Head Supreme + 


Thrones, Princedomis) Powers, Dominiotis F reduce? 


All knecs to thee ſhall-bowi”of them that bide 
In Heay'n or Earth; of tmder Extth in Hell; | 
When. thow: attended/gloriouſly fron Heay' _ 
Shalt in the Sky appear; and from thee ſend 
The ſummoning ArchiAngels'ro'protlaim 
Thy dread Eribunal :- forehwith from all winds 
The living, and forthivith the cited dead' 
Of all paſt' Ages to the genral Doom © 
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Shall haſt'n, ſuch a peal ſhall rouſe their ſleep. 
Then all thy Saints aflembl'd, thou ſhalt judge - 
Bad men and Angels, they arraignd ſhall ſink 
Beneath thy Sentence ; Hell, her numbers tull; 
Thenceforth ſhall be for ever ſhut. . Mean while 
The World ſhall burn, and from her aſhes ſpring 
New Heay'n and Earth, wherein the juſt ſhall dwell, 
And after all their tribulations long 


| See golden days, fruntull of golden-deeds, 


With Joy and Love triumphing, and fair Truth. 
Then thou thy regal Sceptre ſhalt lay by, 

For regal Sceptre then no more ſhall necd, 

God ſhall be All in AlI, Burt all ye Gods, 
Adore him, who to compaſs all this dies, 

Adore the Son, and honour him as me. 


No ſooner had th Almighty ceasd, but'all 
The multitude of Angels with a ſhout, 
Loud as from numbers without number, ſweet 
As from bleſt yoices, uttering joy, Heay'n rung 
With Jubilee, and loud-Hofanna's fill'd 
Th' eternal Regions : lowly: reverent 
T wards either Throne they bow, and to the ground 
With ſolemn adoration down they-caſt 


Their Crowns inwove with Amarant and Gold, 


Immortal Amarant, a Flaar which once 

In Paradiſe, faſt by the Tree of Lifci; 

Began to bloom,. but ſoon for man's offence. 

To Heav'n removd, where-firſt it grew, there grows, 

And flours aloft, ſhading the Fount. of Life, i? ,'; _ 

And where the River of Blis, through midſt of Heav'n 

Rolls o'er Elyfran Flowres her Amber. treat 5 | J 

With theſe that never fade. the Spirzz;ele&n - i wtf 

Bind their reſplendent locks; inyreathd, with beams, |. 2 
| Now 
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Now in looſe Garlands thick thrown off, the brighe 
Pavement that like a Sea of Jaſper ſhone 

Impurpled with Celeſtial Roſes ſmil'd. 

Then Crown again their golden Harps they took; 
Harps ever tund, that glittering by their ſide 

Like Quivers hung, and with Preamble ſweet 

Of charming ſymphony they introduce 

Their ſacred Song, and waken rapturcs high ; 

No voice exempt, no voice but well could joyn 
Meclodious part, ſuch concord i in Heav'n. 


Thee, Father, firſt they ſung Omnipotent, 

Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King, thee Anthour of all Being, 
Fountain of Light, thy elf invifible 
Amidſt the glorious brightneſs where thou ſit'ſt 
' Thron'd inacceſſible, but when thou ſhadt 

The full blaze of thy beams, and-through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee hike a radiant Shrine, 
Dark with exceſſive bright thy- skirts appear, 
Yet dazle Heay'n, that brighteſt Seraphim 
| Approach not, but with both wings veil their eyes. 
Thee next they ſang of all Creation firſt, 
Begotten Son, Divine Sumulitude, | 
In whoſe conſpicuous count'nance, without cloud . 
Made viſible, th Alnughty Father ſhines, 

Whom <elſe no Creature can behold ; on thee + 
Impreſsd th' cftulgence of his:Glory abides, 
Transfusd on thee his ample Spivit reſts. 
He Heav'n of 'Heay.ns: and all the Powers thereiri 
By thee created, and by thee threw down: 
Th' aſpiring Donunations: thou that day 

Thy Father's dreadfull Thunder didſt not ſpare, 
Nor ſtop thy flaming Charive wheels, that, ſhook 
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Heav ns everlaſting Frame, while- oer the necks 
Thou droy'ſt of warring Angels difarrayd. 

Back from purſuit thy Powers with loud acclaim 
Thee onely extoll'd, Son of thy Father's might, 
To cxccute fierce vengeance on hs foes, 

Not ſo on Man; him through their malice falln, 
Father of mercy and Grace, thou didſt not doom 
So ſtrictly, but much more to pity encline: 

No ſooner did thy dear and onely Son 

Perceive thee purposd not to doom frail Man 
So ſtrictly, but much more to pity enclind, 

He to appecaſc thy wrath, and end the ſtrife 

Of Mercy and Juſtice in thy face diſcern, 
Regardleſs of the Bliſs wherein he fate 

Second to thee, offer d himſelf to die 

For man's offence. O unexampl['d loye ! 

Love no where to be found leſs than Divine ! 
Hail Son of God, Saviour of Men, thy Name 
Shall be the copious matter of my Song 
Henceforth, and'never ſhall my Harp thy praiſe 
Forget, nor from thy Father's praiſe disjoyn. 


Thus they in Heav naboye the Rarry Sphear, - 
Their happy hours 1n joy and hymning ſpent. 
Mean while upon the firm opacous Globe _ 
Of this round World, whoſe firft conyex divides 
The luminous infer1our Orbs, enclos'd 
From Chaos and'th':inroad of: Darkneſs old, 
Satan alighted walks: 'a Globe far off 
It ſeem'd; now ſeems a -boundleſs Continent 
Dark, waſte, and wild, under the frown of Night 
Starleſs exposd, and ever-threatmng ſtorms 
Of Chaos bluftting round, inclement Sky, 

Saye on that fide which from the wall of Hcayn 


- 
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Though diſtant far ſome ſmall reflexion gains 
Of glimm'ring aur leſs yext with tempeſt loud : 
Here walk'd the Fiend at large in ſpacious field. 
As when a Vultur on Imaus bred, 

Whoſe ſnowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 
Diſlodging from a Region ſcarce of prey 

To gorge the fleſh of Lambs or yeanling Kids 
On Hills where Flocks are fed, flies twards the Springs 
Of Ganges or Hydaſpes, Indian ſtreams ; 

But in his way lights on the barren Plains 

Of Sericana, where Chineſes drive 

With Sails and Wind their Cany Waggons light : 

So on this windy Sea of Land, the Fiend | 

Walk'd up and down alone bent on his prey, 

Alone, for other Creature in this place . 

Living or liveleſs to, be found' was none, 

None yet, but ſtore hereafter from the Earth 

- Up hither like acreal yapours flew 

Of all things tranſitory and vain, when Sin 

With vanity had falld the works of men: 

Both all things vain, and alk who in.vain things 

Built their fond hopes of Glory or laſting fame, 

Or happineſs 1n this or th' other life z - * 

All who have their reward on Earth; the fruits 

Of painfull Superſtition and blind:Zeal; :r -.. 
Nought ſecking but! the'praife of men, : here find 

Fit retribution, empty as their: deeds ; : | 

All th' unaccompliſht works of Nature's' hand, 
Abortive, monſtrous, or unkindly mixt;.. 

Diſſoly'd on Earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 

Till final diſſolution; wander here, © 

Not in the neighb'ring Moon, -as ſome haye dreataid; 
Thoſe argent Fields more likely habitants, © - © 
Tranſlated Saints, or nuddle ſpirits hold 
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Betwixt th' Angelical and Humane kind : 
Hither of ilLjoyn'd Sons and Daughters born 
Firſt from the ancient World thoſe Giants came 
With many a vain cxploit, though then renown'd ; 
The builders next of Babel on the Plain 

Of Sermaar, and ſtill with vain defign 

New Babels, had they wherewithall, would build : 
Others came ſingle ; he who to be deem'd 

A God, leapd fondly into AMrna flames, 
Empedocles, and he who to enjoy 

Plato's Elyfium, leap'd into the Sea, 

Cleombrotus, and many more too long, 

Embryo's and Idiots, Erenuts and Friars 

Whute, Black, and Grey, with all their trumpery. 
Here Pilgrims roam, that ftray'd fo far to ſeek 

In Golgotha him dead, who lives in Heavn; 

And they who.to be ſure of. Paradiſe | 
Dying put on the weeds of Domznrek, 

Or in Franciſcan think to pals diſguis'd ; 

They paſs the Plancrs ſeven, and pals the fixt, 
And that Cryſtallmc Sphere whole balance weaghs 
The Trepidation talk} and that firſt moy'd ; 

And now Saint Peter at'Heavins Wicket. ſera | 
To wait them with his Keys, and now' at foot 

Of Heav'ns aſcent they? life their Feer,” when, lo, 
A violent croſs wind from ther /Coaſti: - 
Blows them tranſverſe ten thouſand Leagues awry 
Into the devious Ar; hen maght yerſee 
Cowls, Hoods and Habits 'with their wearers toſt 
And flutterd into Rags, then. Reliqucs, Beads, 
Indulgences, Diſpenſes, Pardons, Bulls | 
The.1part of Wids : all theſe upwhirld aloft 

Fly oer the bagklide-of the World far off 

| Into a Limbo large and bread, fince calld 
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The Paradiſe of Fools, to few: unknown 
Long after, now unpeopl'd, and untrod ; 

All this dark Globe the Fiend found as he paſs d, 
And long he wander, till at laſt a gleam 
Of dawning light turnd thither-ward in haſte 
His travell'd ſteps; far diſtant he deſcrics 
Aſcending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of Heaven a ſtrufture high, 
At top whereof; but far more rich appeard 
The work as of a Kingly Palace Gate 
With Frontiſpiece of Diamond and Gold 
Imbelliſkd, thick with-ſparkling orient Gems 
The Portal ſhone- inimitable on Earth 

By Modcl, or by, ſhading Pencil:drawn. 

The Stairs were:ſuch: as:whereon :Zacob ſaw 
Angels aſcending and: deſcending, bands 

Of Guardians bfight, when hefrom 'Eſaz fled 
To Padar-Aram in the field of Luz, '. 
Dreaming by night under. the open Skie, 
And waking cry 'd,} This is the: Gatevf, Heawun : 
Each Stair myſterzoufly was mEant; mor ſkogd_ | 


There always, but drawn up to Heav'n ſometimes 


Viewlcſs, and underneath a. brighr Sea. flow'd 
Of Jaſper, ot, of; liquid Pearl, whercan! :._ 
Who after came fram.Earth,! faihng arriv'd, 
Waftcd' by, Angels, or flewoerithe Lake. - 
Rapt in a Chariot drawn by. fiery: Stceds.:': 
The Stairs were chefiJet down, whicther todare 
The Fiend by calic aſcent, :or; aggrayate!; 
His fad excluſion from the-doofsof Blis.! 
Direct againfti which gpen'd: from. bencath, 
Juſt o'r tha; bliffull- Gar of Paradiſe, |: 
A paſlage dapyinitoslt Earth, . aipaſlage. wide, 
Wider by far than:that of after-times 1; 


Over 
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Over Mount $0, and though that were large, 
Over the promis d Land to'God o dear, 

By which, to viſit oft thoſe happy Tribes, 

On high beheſts his Angels to and tro 

Paſsd frequent, and his eye with choice regard, 
From Paneas, the fount of Fordans floud, 

To Beerſeba, where the Holy Land 

Borders on Agypt and th* Arabian ſhore ; 

So wide the opning ſeem'd, where bounds were ſet 
To darkneſs, ſuch as bound the Ocean wave. 

Satan from hence now. an the lower Stair 

That ſcal'd by ſteps of Gold to Heavn Gate - 
Looks down with wondet at the ſudden view 
Of all this World:at once. As when a Scout 
Through dark and deſert ways with peril. gone 

All night ; at laſt byi break of :chedrfull dawh-:. 
Obtains the braw dfdralnghaonbg 2a 
Which to his eye diſcovers undware':'3 ' 

The goodly proſpe&t bt fome foreign Lind 
Firit-ſcen, or. fome-renownd-Metropdlis Fi Sz) 1A, 
With gliſtering Spires and /Pinnacics/Hdorryd, bl 
Which now the«tifing Surrgilds wichihis beams; © © tt 

Such wonder feud; though: after bleav'n ſeen, i: i 

The Spirit malign, bur nagch imore envy foi do 

At ſight of all this Wayldibcheld-forfive, 51 > 14 7 
Round he ſurveys,-and well nught|!where he Rood? © '/ 

So high above the cxxeting-Tatwpy/ cub 10110) & 1 094 

Of Nights extendod fiades; from Baftern __ it 

Of Libra to the fleecie Sg: that bras: vitcs 1d bolts FF” 
Andromeda far off /Atlauntich Seas) [ny nonulox bo vH 
Beyond the Horjgon ; thaw$$dm'Pgle 46:Polenice: 11k! 

He views in breadth, andrwithoursldngeripaifer tc Hol 
Down right into-the Woekls: furld? Rtglonthivows 7: gticgq. A 
His _ precipitant, and; winds: well cafe'3 161 YU 3: V7, | 
Through 
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Through the pure matble Air his oblique way 
Amongſt innumetable Stars, that ſhone 

Stars diſtant, bur nigh hand ſecin'd other Worlds, 
Or other Worlds they ſeem d, 6f happy Iftes, 
Like the Heſperiah Gardens fam'd of vld, 
Fortunate Fields, and Gtoves and flowry Yales, 
Thrice happy Is, but who dwelt happy there 
He ſtay d nbt to enquire : above thei all: 

The golden Sun iri {pleridout likeſt Heavn 
Allurd his Eye: Thither his-cotirſe he bends 
Through the calm Firmamenit ;\ but'up or down 
By centre, or eccenttick, hard " tell, 

Or Longitude, where'the great Luminary 

Aloof the vulgar Coriſtellations thick,, © 

That from his Lordly eye keep diftance diie; 
Diſpenſes light from fats they as'they moye 
Their ſtarry Dance in numbers that compute 
Days, months and years, twards his all-chearirig Latnp 
Turn ſwift'theif various thotifis, or #retttthi'd 

By his Magnetick bear, that #etiily watrhs 

The Univetſt, and ts each inward patt 

With gentle penttrition, though. unſeen,” 

Shoots inviſible virtue eych to the deep ; | - 

So wondrouſly was et his Stattort bright. 
There lands the Fiefid, a ſpot like which perhaps 
Aſtronomer in the Suits lucent Orb 

Through his glaz'd Optick Tube yet ever faw. 

The place he found beyond expreflion bright, 

Compar'd with ought on Earth, Medal or Storie 

Not all parts hike, but all alike iriform'd 

With radiant light, as glowing Iron with firc ; 

If metal, part ſeem'd Gold, part Silver clear ; 

If ſtone, Carbuncle moſt or Chryſolite, 

Ruby or Topaz, to the Twelve that ſhane 

M 
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In Aaror's Breaſt-plate, and a ſtone beſides | 
Imagin'd rather oft than elſewhere ſeen, | | 
That ſtone, or like to that which here below | 
Philoſophers in vain ſo long have ſought, 

In yain, though by their powerfull Art they bind 
Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound 

In various ſhapes old Proteus from the Sea 
Drain'd through a Limbeck to his Native form. 
What wonder then if Fields and Regions here 
Breathe forth Elixir pure, and Rivers run 
Potable Gold, when with one virtuous touch 

Th Arch-Chimick Sun fo far from us remote 
Produces with Terreſtrial Humour mixt 

Here in the dark ſo many pretious things 

Of colour glorious and effect fo rare ? 

Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 
 Undazld, far and wide his Eye commands, 

For ſight no obſtacle found here, nor ſhade, 

But all Sun-ſhine, as when his Beams at Noon 
Culminate from th Aquator, as they now 

Shot upward ſtill dire&t, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can fall, and th' Air, 
No where ſo clear, ſharpnd his viſual Ray } 
To objceRs diſtant far, whereby he ſoon _ 
Saw within ken a glorious Angel ſtand, : 
The ſame whom 7ohn ſaw alſo in the Sun : 

His back was turn'd, but not his brightneſs hid; 

Of beaming ſunny Rays, a golden tiar 

Circl d his Head, nor leſs his Locks behind 

Illuſtrious on his Shoulders fledge with wings 

Lay waving round ; on ſome great charge employ'd 

He ſcem'd, or fixt in cogitation deep. 

Glad was the Spirit impure, as now in hope 
To find who might dire&t his wand'ring flight 
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To Paradiſe the happy ſeat of Man, 

His journies-end and our beginning woe. 

But firſt he caſts to change his proper ſhape, 
Which elſe might work him danger or delay : 
And now a ſtrippling Cherub he appears, 
Not of the prime; yet ſuch as. in his face 
Youth ſnul'd Celeſtial, and to ev'ry Limb 
Suitable grace diftusd, ſo well he feignd; 
Under a Coronet his flowing hair 

In curles on cither cheek plaid, Wings he wore 
Of many a colourd plume ſprinkI'd with Gold, 
His habit fit for ſpeed ſuccin&, and held 
Before his decent ſteps a Silver wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright, 
Eer he drew nigh, his radiant viſage turn'd, 
Admoniſht by his ear, and ſtreight was known 
Th' Arch-Angel Uriel, one of the ſev'n 

Who in God's preſence, nearcſt to his Throne 
Stand ready at command, and arc his Eyes 
That run through all the Heay;ns, or down to th' Earth 
Bear his ſwift errands over moiſt and dry, - 
Or Sca and Land ; him Satan thus accofts: 


Uriel | for thou of thoſe ſey'n Spirits that ſtand 
In ſight of God's high Throne, gloriouſly bright, 
The firſt art wont his great authentick will 
Interpreter through higheſt Heay'n to bring, 
Where all his Sons thy Embaſly attend ; 

And here art likelieſt by ſupreme decree 
Like honour to obtain, and as his Eye 
To vifit oft this new Creation round ; 
Unſpeakable defare to ſee, and know 
All theſe us wondrous Works, but chiefly Mah, 
His chicf delight and favour, him for whom 
M 2 | All 
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All theſe his works ſo wondrous he ordain'd, 
Hath brought me from the Choirs of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandring. Brighteſt Seraph, tell 
In which of all theſe ſhining Orbs hath Man 
His fixed ſeat ; or fixed feat hath none, 

Bur all theſe ſhining Orbs his choice to dwell , 
That I may find him, and with ſecret gaze, 
Or open admiration, him behold 

On whom the great Creatour hath beſtow'd 
Worlds, and on whom hath all theſe graces pour ; 
That both in him and all things, as is meet, 
The Univerſal Maker we may praiſe ; 

Who juſtly hath driv'n out his Rebel Focs 
To deepeſt Hell, and to-repair that loſs 
Created this new happy Race of Men 

To ſerve him better : wiſe are all his ways. - 


So ſpake the falſe Diſſembler: unperceiy'd ; 
For neither Man nor Angel can diſcern 
Hypocriſie, the onely'evil that walks ' 
Inviſible, except to God alone, 
By his permiſſive will, through Heav'n and Earth: 
And oft, though wiſedom wake, ſuſpicion ſleeps 
At wiſedom's Gate, and to ſimplicity - 
Reſigns her charge , white goodneſs thinks no il 
Where no ill ſeems ; Which now for once beguil'd 
Uriel, though Regent of the Sun, and held 
The ſharpeſt faghted Spirit of all in Heay'n ; 
Who to the fraudulent Impoſtour foul 
In his uprightneſs anſwer thus return'd : 

Fair Angel, thy deſire, which tends to know 

The works of God, thereby to glorific 
The great Work-Maſter, leads to no exceſs 


That 
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That reaches blame, bur rather merits praiſe, 

The more it ſeems exceſs that kd theethither 
From the Empyreal Manſion thus alone, 

To witneſs with thine eyes what ſome perhaps 
Contented with report hear onely in Heayn: ' ' ©» 
For wonderfull indeed are all his works, 

Pleaſant to know, and worthicſt to be:all:! 

Had in remembrance always with delight; 

But what created mind can comprehend' 

Their number, or the wiſedom-infuute. 

That brought them forth, bur hid their cauſes deep * » 
I ſaw wheniac his word the formlcſs Maſs, 

This world's material: mold, -came:ro a heap: 
Confuſion heard his voice, and wild uproar 

Stood rul'd, ſtood vaſt infinitude confind ; 

Till at his ſecond bidding darkneſs fled, 

Light ſhone, and order from diſorder Sprung : 

Swift ©o their ſev'ral quarters haſted then 

The cumbrous Elements, Earth, Floud, Air, Fire, 
And this Ethercal quintefſence of Heayn 

Flew upward, ſpirited with various forms, 

That roll'd orbicular, and turn'd to Stars 
Numberleſs, as thou ſeeſt, and how they move : 
Each had his place appointed, cach his courſe, 

The reſt in circuit walls this Univerſe. 

Look downward on that Globe whoſe hither fide 
With light from hence, though but reflected, ſhines ; 
Thar place is Earth the; feat of Man, that hghr 

His day, which elſe as th' other Hemuſphere 

Night would invade, but there the neighb'ring Moon 
(So call that oppoſite fair Star ) her aid 

Tunely interpoſes, and her monthly round 

Stll cading, ſtill renewing, through- mid Heay'n ; 
With borrow'd light her countenance triform 


Hence 
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Hence fills and empties to enlighten th Earth, 
And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
That ſpot to which I point 1s Paradiſe, 

Adam's abode, thoſe lofty ſhades his Bower. 


Thy way thou canſt not miſs, me mine requires. 


Thus faid, he turn'd, and Satan bowing low, 

As to ſuperiour Spirits 1s wont in Heaven, - 
Where honour due and reverence none neglects, | 
Took leave, and t wards the coaſt of Earth beneath, 
Down from th Ecliptick, ſped with hop'd ſucceſs, 

Throws his ſteep flight in many an Airy weele, 

Nor ſtaid, till on Niphates top he lights. 


The End of the Third Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Satan now in proſpeft of Eden , and nigh the place where he 
muſt now attempt the bold enterprife which he undertook alone 
againſt God and Man, falls into many doubts with himſelf, 
and many paſſions, fear, envy arid deſpair ; but at length 
confirms himſelf in evil, journeys on to Paradiſe, whoſe out- 
ward proſpeft and fituation is deſcribed, overleaps the bounds, 
fits in the ſhape of a Cormorant on the Tree of Life, as higheſt 
in the Garden to look about him. *The Garden deſcribed ; Sa- 
tan's firft ſight of Adim' and Eve ; his wonder at their ex- 
cellent form and happy flate, but mith reſolution to work their 
fall, over-hears. their diſcourſe, thence gathers that the Tree 
of Knowledge was forbidden them to eat of, under penalty of 
death ; and thereon intends to found his Temptation, by ſedu- 
cing them to trangreſs : then leaves them a while, . to know 
farther 'of their flate by ſome other means. Mean while Uriel 
deſcending on a Sun-beam warns Gabriel, who had in charge 
the Gate of Paradiſe, that ſome evil Spirit had eſcap'd the 
Deep, and paſt at Noon by his Sphere in the ſhape of « good 
Angel down to Paradiſe, diſcover d after by his furious ge- 
ftures in the Mount. Gabriel promiſes to find him eer Mor- 
ning. © Night coming 0n, Adam and Eve diſcoutſe of going 
to their reft : their Bower deſcribd; their Evening worſhip: 
Gabriel drawing forth his Bands of night-watch to walk the 
round of Paradiſe , appoints two flrong Angels to Adam's 
Bower, left the evil Spirit ſhould be there ing ſome harmi 
to Adam or Eve ſleeping ; there they find him at the Fav of 
Eve, tempting her in a dream, and bring him; though un- 

willing, 
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willing , to Gabriel ; by whom queſtion d he ſeornfully an- 
ſwers , prepares reſi fence , but hinder 4 a a Si gn from Hcea- 


ven, flies out of Paradiſe. be 


For that warning Voice) wh he who faw 
Th' Apocalypſe, heard cry in Heaven aloud, 

Then when the Dragon, put to ſecond rout, 
Came furious down to be revengd 2 men, 
Woe to th Inhabitants 0n Earth ! oi now, 
While time was, our firſt-Parents had been warn'd -- 
The coming of their ſecret foe, and ſcapd 
Haply fo ſcapd his mortal' ſnare ; - for now 
Satan, now firſt inflamd with rage, came SOM 
The Tempter cer th'. Accuſer. of marekind, Ny. wm 
To wreck on innocent frail man hws-loſs -. 0 ys 
Of that firſt Battel, and his flight to\Hell :.. A 
Yet not rejoicing in his fpecd, chouph! bold.” 
Far off and fearlefs, nor with cauſe to boaſt,” 

Begins his dire attempt, which nigh che birth...) 
Now rolling, boils in his tumultnous breaft, . -\'11, «i! -+ 
And like a deviliſh Engine back recoilyt fd 6 
Upon himſelf; horrour and doubr diſtract © © / 
His troubl'd choughts, and from the bottom ſlir 
The Hell within him, for within him Hell. --... 
He brings, and round about him, nor. from _ 
One ſtep no more than from himfelf can fly © 
By change of place : Now conſcience wakes deſpair 
That ſlumbred, wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what mauſt be . - 
Worſe; of worſe deeds worſe ſufferings muſt enſue. 
Sometimes towards Eden which now in his view 
Lay pleafant, his griey'd look he fixes fad, 
Sometimes towards Heav'n and the full-blazing Sun, 
Which now fate high in his Meridian Tower : 
Then much reyolving, thus in ſighs began. 


'RE 


Q thou 
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O thou that with-ſurpaſſing Glory crown'd, 
Look from thy ſb6le Dominion like the God 
Of this new World !- at whoſe ſight all the Stars 
Hide their diminiſh'@ heads;-to thee I call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy-name;, 
O Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams 
That bring to my remembrance from what ſtate 
I fell, how glorious once above thy Sphear' 
Till Pride and worſe Ambition threw me down 


Warring in Heay'n againſt Heav'ns matchlebs King : 


Ah wherefore ! he deſerv'd no ſuch return 
From me, whom he created what T was 

In that bright eminence, arid with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his:ferviee hard. 
What could be les than: to afford him praiſe, 
The eaſieſt recompence, and pay him'thanks, 
How due ! yet all his good provd ill-in me; 
And wrought but malice lifted up ſo high -* 

el {dein'd ſubjection, and thought one ſtep higher 
Would ſet me higheſt, and in a moment quit 
The debt ummenſe of eridleſs gratitude, - 

So burthenſome ſtill paying ſtill to owe 
Forgetfull what from him I fill receiy'd 

And underſtood not that a gratefull mind 

By owing owes not, bur ſtill pays, at once 
Indebted and diſcharg'd; what burthen'then 2? 
O had his powerfull Deſtiny. ordain'd 

Me ſome infcriour Angel, I had ſtood 

Then happy ; no unbounded hope had raisd - 
Ambition. . Yet why not? ſome other Power © 
As great might have aſpir'd, and me though mean 
Drawn to his part ; but other Powers as great 


Fell not, bue ſtand unſhak'n, from within 
N 
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willing , 10 Gabriel ; by whom queſtion d , he ſcornfully an- 
ſwers , prepares reſi fence , but hinder d by a S1 Sign from Hca- 
ven, flies out of Panadiſg.. 


For that waming Voce FOISNY he vhs faw 

Th' Apocalypſe, heard cry in Heaven aloud, 
Then when the Dragon, put to ſecond rout, 
Came furious down to be revengd on men, 
Woe to th Inhabitants 0n Earth ! 4 at now, 
While time was, our Parents: had been warn'd -- 
The coming of their ſecret foe, and ſcapd 
Haply fo ſcapd his mortal' ſnare , - for now 
Satan, now firſt inflam'd with rage, Came OED 
The Tempter cer th” Accuſer. of .mar#kind, . Nova 
To wreck on innocent frail man his 1of6-. . yh v5 
Of thar firſt Battel, and his flight to\Hell :.. 
Yet not rejoicing i his fpecd, choubh bota,” 
Far off and fearlefs, nor with cauſe to: boaſt,” 
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth...) 
Now rolling, boils in his tumultuous breaſt, . -+ I C6113 
And like a deviliſh Engine back _ > 3 
Upon himſelf; horrour and doubr diſtract © © © 
His troubl'd choughts, and from the VION flir 
The Hell within him, for within him Hell, --;.. -- + 
He brings, and round about him, nor. from _ 
One ſtep no more than from himſelf can fly * 
By change of place : Now conſcience wakes deſpair 
That ſlumbred, wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what 1s, and what muſt be .- 
Worſe; of worſe deeds worſe ſufferings muſt enſue. 
Sometimes towards Eder which now in his view 
Lay pleafant, his griev'd look he fixes fad, 
Sometimes towards Heay'n and the full-blazing Sun, 
Which now fate high in his Meridian Tower : 
Then much revolving, thus in ſighs began, 
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O thou that with-ſurpaſſing Glory crown'd, 
Look'ſt from thy ble Dominion like the God 
Of this new World !- at whoſe ſight all the Stars 
Hide their diminiſh' heads;-to thee I call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy-name;, 
O Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams 
That bring to my remembrance from what ſtate 
I fell, how glorious once above thy Sphear 
Till Pride and worſe Ambition threw me down 
Warring in Heav'n againſt Heav'ns macchleſs King : 
Ah wherefore ! he deſervd no ſuch return © ---- - 
From me, whom he created what T was 
In that bright eminence, arid/ with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his'fervice hard. 
What could be Is than to afford him praiſe, 
The caſieſt recompence, and pay him'thanks, 
How due ! yet all his good prov ill in me; 
And wrought but malice lifted up ſo high -* 
el \dein'd ſubjection, and thought one ſtep higher 
Would ſet me higheſt; and in a moment quit 
The debt immenſe of ctidleſs gratitude, 
So burthenſome ſtill paying ſtill to owe ; 
Forgetfull what from him I ftill receiyd 
And underſtood not that a gratefull mind 
By owing owes not, but ſtill pays, at once 
Indebted and diſcharg'd; what burthen'then 2 
O had his powerfull Deſtiny. ordain'd 
Me ſome infcriour Angel, I had ſtood: * 
Then happy ; no unbounded hope had rais'd - 
Ambition. .. Yet why not? ſome other Power - 
As great might have aſpird, and me though mean 
Drawn to his part ; bur other Powers as great 
Fell not, bue ſtand unſhak'n, from within 
N Or 
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Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. 
Hadfſt thou the ſaws free: Wall ;and;Rayer to fand?, - 


Thou hadit : whom haſt thou then oxwhat; ta65cale,”! 1.1.7 
But Heay'ns free T;gveidealt £qually toll}; yn 4; 3f1 


Be then his Love agourlt;; {ipcc love or-hate,.;!, $1903 21H 
To me alike « gcals ctexnal;woe, - -| 1; on 1. 3:9 
Nay cursd be thou; ſincg againſt bis-thy will; -.. - - 


Choſe freely what it now {@ juſtly, xues. nie 26h 
Me miſerable ! which way ſhall I flic . od YA1 
Infinite wrath, and infinite, deſpair? ; | «1+ -! 'T 
Which way I flee is Hell ;, my {lf am Hell 5. 77 
And in the loweſt deep a'lower deopi, oo 
Still threatning to devour'me opens ware, 
To which the Hell I fufter ſaems a Heavn | 
O then at laſt relent: 15 there no. place, .-- 1-41 
Left for Repentance, none:for Pardon left ? {!, 7 
None left but by ſubaſien ; and that word. - T 
Diſdain forbids mg, and' my, dread of: ſhame 

Among the ſpirits beneath, whom I ſeducd 

With other pronuſes and other-vaunts - 1 | 
Than to ſubiaut, boaſting I could "EW —— 
Th Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know + 

How dearly I abide that boaſt & vaity:: - -.;: 

Under what torments inwardly I groan. 

While th-» adore me on the; Throne of Hell, 

With Dr-...cm and;Sceptre high advancd 

The lower ity] I fall, 'onely Supreme :..:; 

In miſery; ſuch joy Ambition finds: 

But fay I could repent and could obtain 

By Act of Grace may farmer ſtate ; how ſoon | 
Would height recall lygh thoughts, how ſoon unfay 
What fcignd ſubmiſſion ſwore? eaſe would recatit | 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 
For never can true teconcilement grow 


Where 
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Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc'd ſo deep 
Which would but lead me to a worſe relapſe 

And heavier fall : ſo ſhould I purchaſe dear 
Short intermiſſion bought with double ſmart: 
This knows my puniſher ; therefore as far 

From granting he, as I from begging peace : 

All hope excluded thus, behold in ſtead 

Of us our-caſt, cxil'd, his new. delight, 

Mankind created, and for him this World. 

So farewell Hope, and with Hope farewell Fear, 
Farewell Remorſe:, all Good; to me 1s lot ; 

Evil be thou my Good; by thee at leaſt -. 
Divided Empire with Heav'ns King I hold . 

By thee, and more. than half. perhaps-wall reign ; 
As Man cer long, and — new Warkd ſhall a 


Thus while he wake a __— 10n PAINE his Faca 
Thrice chang'd with palc ue, envy and deſpar, 
Which marrd his borraw'd viſage, and betraid 
, Him counterfeit, if any eyeÞcheld. 

For heayrnly minds from/fuch .diſtempers foul 

Are ever clear. |, Whereat he ſoon \aware, * 
Each perturbation ſanoth'd mth oatward calm, 
Artificer of fraud ; and wasiths:firkt - |. 

That practisd falſhogd \under-ſamtly :ſhew; 7 | 
Deep malice to conteal,, couch'd with revenge: '? ::1: 
Yet not cnogigh had pradtisd to deceive * 
Uriel once: warn ;:: whaſe eye purſu'd him down 
The way he went; and owdhi-4/priar riount 

Saw him disfigurd; avre' tharizconld befall 

Spirt of happy ſort : his geſtures! fierte- 

Hc mark'd and mad demeatwur; then 'alone; 

As hc luppedd, all nnobſcry'd, unſetn; 1 

50 on he tares, and to) the 'boxter comes, 

N 2 
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Of Eden, where delicious Paradiſe, 

Now nearer, crowns with her-encloſure green, 
As with a rural mound the champain head 
Of a ſteep wildernefs, whoſe hairy ſides 

With thicket overgrown, grotteſque and wild, 
Acceſs deny'd ; and over head up grew 
Inſuperable height of loftieſt ſhade, 

Cedar, and Pine, and Fir, and branching Palm, 
A Silvan Scene, and as the Ranks aſcend 
Shade above ſhade a woody Theatre 

Of ſatelieſt view. Yet higher than their tops 
The verdurous Wall of Paradiſe up ſprung: 
Which to our genral Sire gave proſpect large 
Into his nether Empire neighbring round. 
And higher than that wall a'cacling row 
Of goodlicſt Trecs loaden with faireſt Fruit, 
Bloſſoms and Fruits at once'a;golden hue 
Appeard, with gay. cnamell'd colours mixe : 
On which the Sun more glad impreſsd his beams 
Than in fair Evening Cloud, -or humid Bow, 
When God hath ſhowed the. Earth; fo lovely ſeem'd 
That Landskip : And of pure now puter air: 
Mects his approach, and. to the heart inſpircs_ 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive: - 

All fadneſs but deſpair: now gentle-gales 


Fanning their odoriferous wings diſpenſe FRer | 


Native perfumes, and wiſper whence: they ſtole: 
Thoſe balmy ſpoils. - As-when to dhem who fail- 
Beyond the Cape of. Hope, and now are. paſt 
Mozambick, oft at Sea North-Eaſt Winds blow 
Sabean Odours from thei ſpicy ſhoar- | 
Of Arabie the. bleſt, with ſuch delay 

Well pleasd they lack theircourſe, and many aFEzague 
Cheard with the gratefyll'{mell.old-Ocean ſmiles. 


—— 
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So cntertain'd thoſe odorous ſweets the Fiend: 

Who came their bane, though with them betrer pleas'd 
Than Aſmodeus with the fiſhy fume, 

That drove him, though enamour'd, from the Spoulc 
Of Zobit's Son, and with a vengeance ſent 

From Media poſt to Mgypt, there faſt bound. 


Now to ty afcent of that ſteep ſavage Hill 
Satan had journicd on, penſive and flow ; 
Bur farther way found tione, ſo thick entwind 
As one continud brake; the undergrowth 
Of ſhrubs and tangling buſhes had perplext 
All path af Man or Beaſt that paſt that way : 
One Gate there onely was, and that look'd Eaſt 
On th other ſide : which when-th' Arch-felon ſaw - 
Due entrance he diſdaind, and in conterapt, 
Ar one ſlight bound high over leapt: all bound 
Of Hill or higheſt Wall, and ſheer vyithin 
Lights on his Feet. As vyhen a provvling Wolf, 
Whom hunger drives to ſeek nevy haunt, for prey, 
Watching vyhere Sheepherds pen their Flocks at Eys 
In hurdl'd Coats amid the field ſecure, 
| Leaps ver:the fence yvith caſe into the Fold ; 
Or as a Thuict bent | to unhoord the caſh ) | 
Of ſome rich Burgher, vyhoſe ſubſtantial doors, 
Croſs-barr'd and bolted faſt, fear no aſſault, 
In at the yvindovy climbs, or ocr the tiles ; © 
So clomb this firſt grand Thief into God's fold: i - 
$ ſince into his Church leyvd 'Hirelings: climb. --!: -- - ; 
Thence up he fleyy, and on the; ;Tree of /Life 
The middle Tree and: higheſt there that grevy, -' 
Sate like a Cormorant'z yet not true:Life -. _ 3 | 
Thereby regain'd, but ſate-deyifing Death 
To them yvyho livd; nor onthe yirtue 'thought.! :/- 

Of 
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Of that life-giving Plant, but onely usd 

For proſpect, what well usd had been the pledge 

Of immortality. So little knows 

Any, but God alone, to value right 

The good before him, but perverts beſt things 

To worſt abuſe, or to their meancſt uſc. 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views 

To all delight of humane ſenſe exposd 

In narrow room Natures whole wealth, yea more, 

A Heay'n on Earth ; for bliſsfull Paradiſe 

Of God the Garden was, by him in th Eaſt 

Of Eder planted ; Eden Rretchyd her Line 

From Azran Eaſtward to the Royal Towers. 

Of great Seleatin, built by Grecian Kings, 

Or where the Sons of Eder long before 

Dwelt in Telafar : In this pleaſant foil 

His far more pleafant Garden God ordain'd ; 

Out of the fertile ground he caus'd to grow 

All Trees of nobſeſt kind forfſight, ſmell, raſte ; 

And all amid them ſtovd 'the Tree of Life 

High eminent, blooming Ambroſial Fruit 

Of vegetable Gold ;, and'next to Life 

Our Death the Tree of Knowledge grew faſt by, £9. 

Knowledge of Good bought dear by knowing Ill. 

Southward through #en went a River large.- 

Nor chang his courſe, bur through the ſhaggy hall 

Paſsd underneath ingulfe- for Gad had thrown ©: 

That Mountain as his Garden mold: high raisd 

Upon the rapid current, vvhich chrough veins  .. -/ 

Of porous Earth'vvith kindly thirſt up dravyn. 'T 

Roſe a freſh Fountam, and vvith many'a xill + [1 

Watcr'd the Garden ,' thence united: fell | bis 

Dovn the ſteep glade, and mer the nether Fwd, JP] 
Y LuCHh frm iT Qarkitomc nultage novy 2PPEATS, ' 


v7 


Book IV. Paradiſe Lift. 


And now divided-1nto-four main. Streams, 

Runs divers, wand ring; many a famous Realm 
And Countrey, whereof here needs no account, 
But rather to tell how, at Art could tell, - 

How from that Saphire'Fount the criſped'Brooks, 
Rolling on'Orient Pearl and fands of Gold, 

With mazy crrour under pendent ſhades 

Ran Nectar, vifiting.cach'Plant,.and fed 

Flowers worthy of Paradiſe, which not niſe Art 

In Beds and curious Knots, but Nature boon 
Pour'd forth:-protuſe-on Hil, and:Dale;.and Plain, 
Both where the morning; Sin firkt. warmly ſmore. 
The open ficld,, and Where the unpiend'd thade 
Imbroun'd the noornitide: Bowers 2: o_ was this place, 
A happy rural ſcat of :yatious:view'$ 11 hw 
Groves whoſe rich Trees wept es Gum ind Balm, 
Others whoſe frwt burnih'd with Golden Rind 
Hung amiable, Heſptrian Fables rrne;: -:// 

If true, here onely, and. of idel;cious thee | 
Betwixt them Lawng,r:or level Downs, and: Flocks 
Graſing the tender herb, were interpos d;j'" - 

Or palmic hillock, or the flow'ry lap 

Of ſome irriguous Valley ſpread ther ſtore, \ 
Flowers of all hue, and without Thorn the;Roſe : 
Another ſide, umbrageous Grots and Caves 

Of cool receſs, oer which the mantling Vine 

Lays forth her purple Grape; and gently creeps 
Luxuriant; mean while murm'ring waters fall 
Down the flope hills diſperfsd, or in a Lake, 

That to the fringed Bank with. Myrtle crowd 
Her cryſtal murrour holds, unite their ſtreams. 

The Birds their Choir apply; Airs, vernal Airs, 
Breathing the ſmell of Field and Grove, attunc 
The trembling leaves, while urnverſo} Pon 
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Knit with the Graces and the Hours in: dance 
Led on th' Eternal Spring. Not that :farr field 
Of Enna, where Proſerpine gathering flowers 
Her ſelf a fairer Flower by gloomy D# 

Was gather'd, which coſt Ceres all that pain x 
To ſeek her through the World; nor that ſweet axove - »/ 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' infpurid [7 
Caſtalian Spring, might with this Paradiſe 

Of Eden ſtrive ; nor that Nyſeian Ule 

Girt with the River Triton, where'old Cham, 
Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Lybian ove, 
Hid Amalthea and her florid Son 

Young Bacchus from his Stepdame Rhea's eye; 
Nor wherc Abaſſin Kings their iſſue Guard, 
Mount Amara, though'this by fome ſuppos'd 
True Paradiſe under the Erhiop Line 

By Nilus head, enclosd with ſhining Rock, 

A whole days journcy high, but wide remote 
From this Aſſyrian Garden, where the Fiend 
Saw undelighted all delight, all kind 

Of living Creatures new to ſight and ſtrange : 
Two of far nobler ſhape erect and tall, 
Godlike erect, with native Honour. clad 

In naked Majeſty ſeem'd Lords of all, 

And worthy ſeem, for in their looks Divine 
The image of their glorious Maker ſhone, 
Truth, Wiſedom, Sanctitude ſevere and pure, 
Severe but in true filial freedom plac'd ; 
Whence true authority in men ; though both 
Not equal, as their ſex not equal ſeem'd, 

For contemplation he and valour form, 

For ſoftneſs ſhe and ſweet attractive Grace, 
He for God onely, ſhe for God in him: 

His fair large Front and Eye ſublime declard 


Abſo- 


%. 
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Abſolute rule; and Hyacinthian Locks 

Round from his parted forclock manly hung 
Cluſt ring, but not beneath his ſhoulders broad. 
She as a veil down to the ſlender waſte 

Her unadorned golden trefles wore 
Diſheyel'd, but in wanton ringlets way d, 

As the Vine curls her tendrils, which imply'd 
Subjcction, but requird with gentle fway, 
And by her yielded, by him beſt reccrvd, 
Yielded with coy ſubmiſſion, modeſt pride, 
And ſweet reluctant amorous delay. 

Nor thoſe myſterious parts were then conceal'd, 
Then was not guilty ſhame, diſhoneſt ſhame 
Of Nature's works, honour diſhonotrable, 
Sin-bred, how have. ye troubl'd all mankind 
With ſhews inſtead, mere ſhews of -ſcenung pure, 
And baniſht from man's life his happieft le, 
Simplicity and ſpotleſs innocence. 

So paſsd they naked on, nor ſhund the ſight 
Of God or Angel, for they thought no 4ll: 
So hand in hand they paſsd, the loyelieſt pair 
That ever ſince in loves imbraces met, 
Adam the goodlicſt man of men ſince born 
His Sons, the faireſt of her Daughters Eve. 
Under a tuft of ſhade that on a green 

Stood whiſpring ſoft, by a freſh Fountain fide 
They fate them down, and after no more toil 
Of their ſweet Gard 'ning labour than ſuffic'd 
To recommend cool Zephir,' and made caſe 
More calic, wholcſom thirſt and appetite 
More gratctull, co cheur Supper Eruits they fell, 
Nectarian Fruis which the compliant boughs 
Yiclded chem, ſide-long as thiy. fate reclitic 
On the ſoft downy Bank damixkd with flows : 


O The 


”—— 


94 Paradiſe Loſt, Book IV. 
The ſfav'ry pulp they chew, and 1n the rind 

Still as they thirſted ſcoop the brimming ſtream ; 
Nor gentle purpoſe, nor endearing ſmiles 

Wanted, nor youthfull dalliance as beſcems 

Fair couple link'd in happy nuprial League, 

Alone as they. About them frisking play'd 

All Beaſts of th' Earth, ſince wild, and of all chaſe 
In Wood or Wilderneſs, Foreſt or Den ; 

Sporting the Lion rampd, and in his paw 

Dandl'd the Kid ; Bears, Tigres, Ounces, Pards, 
Gambol'd before them, th' unweildy Elephant 

To make them mirth usd all his might, and wreath'd 
His lithe Proboſcis; cloſe the Serpent {ly 
Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His breaded train, and of his fatal guile 

Gave proof unheeded ; others on the graſs 
Coucht, and now f{l'd with paſture gazing fate, 

Or Bcdward ruminating : for the Sun 

Declind, was haſting now with prone carriere 

To th' Ocean Iſles, and in th' aſcending Scale 

Ot Heav'n the Stars that uſher Evening roſe : 
When Satar ſtill in gaze, as firſt he ſtood, 

Scarce thus at length faild ſpecch recoverd fad. 


O Hell! what do mine cycs with grief behold, 

Into our room of bliſs thus high advanced 

Creatures of other mould, carth-born perhaps, 

Not Spirits, yet to heav'nly Spirits brighe 

Little imferiour; whom my'thoughts purſue 

With wonder, and.could love, ſo lively ſhines 

In them Divine reſemblance, -and ſuch grace 

The hand that form'd them on their ſhape hath pourd. 

Ah gentle Pair, ye little think how nigh 

Your change approaches, when all theſe delights 
Will 
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W1ll vaniſh and deliver you to woe, 

More woe, the more your taſte is now of joy ; 
Happy, but for ſo happy 1l] kcurd 

Long to continue, arid this high ſeat your Heay'n 

IIL fenc'd for: Heav'fite keep: out ſuch a foe - » 2» 
As now. 1s enter d | yer no! purposd foe :: 

To you, whom 1 coald-piry; cthas:forlorh;"7:i (tt 197ts 
Though I unpitied ;| League with ybu I ſeek, | 
And mutual amity ſo'ftrair, ſo idvſe, 

That I with vou maſt dwell, or ye. with me 
Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not pleaſe, 
Like this fair Paradiſe, your ſenſe, yer ſuch 

Accept your Maker's work z he gave it'me, 

Which I as freely give; Hell ſhallunfold, 

To entertain you two, her wideſt Gartes,- 

And ſend forth all her Kings; there will-be room, 
Not like theſe narrow limits, to receive I 

Your num'rous offspring ; if no better place, 
Thank him who puts me loth to. this revenge 

On you who wrong me not, for-him who wrong d, 
And ſhould I at your harmlcfs innocence 

Melt, as I do, yet publick'reafon juſt, 

Honour and Empire with revenge enlargd, 

By conq ring this new World, compells me now 
To doe vyhat elſe, though damn'd, I ſhould abhor. 


So ſpake the Fierid, and with neceſſity, 
The Tyrants plea, excusd his dey liſh deeds. 
Then from his lofty ſtand on that high Tree 
Down he alights among the ſportfull Herd 
Of thoſe four-footed kinds, himſelf now one, 
Now other, as their ſhape ſerv'd beſt his end, 
Nearer to view his prey, and un-eſpy'd 


To mark what of their ſtare he more might learn 
- Q 2 By 
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| By word or action markt: about them round 

A Lion now he ſtalks with fiery glare, 

Then as a Tygre, who by chance hath ſpy'd . 

In ſome Purheu two gentle -Fawns at: play, 1; : 
Streight couches cloſe, then: riſing changes ofe;;; | 
His couchant watch, as one: who choſe his ground, 
Whence ruſhing he nughe-ſaureſt ſeize them:both - 
Gripd in cach paw :: When Adam, firſt of men; | 
To firſt of women Eve thus moving; ſpeech, ' 
Turn'd him all car to hear new Uttcrance ci 


Sole partner ind le part of al theſe joys 
Dearer thy ſelf than all; needs muſt the pow're _ 
That made us, and. for,us this ample World : 
Be infinitely good, and of his goad 
As liberal and free as infinite, 

That raisd usfrom the duſt and plac'd us " 
In all this happineſs, who at his hand 

Have nothing merited, nor can, perform | 
Ought whereof he hath need, he who-requircs 
From us no other ſeryice than to keep | 
This one, this eafic charge, of all the Trees | 

In Paradiſe that bear delicious fruit 

So various, not to taſte that one]y Tree 

Of Knowledge, planted by the Tree of Lite, 

So near grows Death to Life, what ccr Death 1s, 
Somedreadfull thing no doubt for well thou knowſt 
God hath pronounc'd it deathto taſte that Tree 
The onely ſign of our obedience lefr 

Among ſo many ſigns of power and rulc 
Conferd upon us, and Dominion givin 

Over all other Creatures that poſleſs 

Earth, Air, and Sca. Then cr us.not think hard 


One cafic prohibition, who enjoy 
Free 
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Free leave ſo large to all thingselſe, and choice 
Unlimited of manifold delights : 

But let us ever praiſe him, and-extoll 

His bounty, following our delightfull task 

To prune theſe growing Plants, and tend:theſe Flow rs, 
Which, were it toilſom, yet with thee were ſweet 


To whom thus Eve reply'd.  O thou for whom 
And from whom I was formed, fleſh of thy fleſh, 
And without whons am to no end, my Guide '. 
And Head, what thow haſt faid 1s juſt and right : 
For we to him indeed all [Praiſes owe, 

And daily thanks, I chiefly who enjoy 

So far the happier Lot, enjoying thee 
Preheminent by ſo much odds, while thou 

Like conſort to thy ſelf cani{t no where-find. 
That day I oft remember, when from ſleep 

I firſt awak'd, and found my ſelf reposd:-: 
Under a ſhade of Flowers, much wond'ring where 
And what I was, whence thither' brought, and how: 
Not diſtant far from-thence a murm'ring found 
Of waters iſlu'd from a Cave and ſpread 

Into a liquid Plain, then ſtood unmoyd, 

Pure as th' expanſe of Heavn ; I thither; went 
With unexperienc'd thought, and laid me down 
On the green banck, to look into the clear 
Smooth Lake, that to me ſeem another Skic: 
As I bent down to look, juſt oppoſite, 

A Shape within the watry gleam appeard 
Bending to look on me, I ſtarted back, 

Ie ſtarted back, but pleas'd I ſoon returnd, 
Pleasd it return'd as ſoon with anſwering looks 
Of ſympathy and love; there I had fix 

Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with vaig defire 


Had 
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Had not a voice thus warn d me, What thou ſeelt, 
What there thou ſceſt, fair Creature, 1s thy ſelf, 
With thee it came and: goes: but follow me, 
And I will bring thee where no ſhadow ſtays 
Thy coming, and thy ſoft: 1mbraces, he 

Whoſe image thou art, him thou ſhalt enjoy 
Inſeparably thine, to him ſhalt bear 

Multitudes like thy 1elf, and thence be call d 
Mother of humane. Race: What could I doe, 
But follow ſreighe; inyifibly thus led ? 

Till I eſpy'd thee, fair indeed and tall, 

Under a Platan, yet methought leſs fair, 

Leſs winning ſoft, leſs aniably muld, 

Than that ſmooth watry image; back I turnd, 
Thou following cryd'{t aloud; Return, fair Eve, 
Whom fly ſt thou? yvhom thou fly t,of him chou art 
His fleſh, his bone; to give thee Being I lent 
Out of my fide to thee, neareſt-my heart 
Subſtantial Life, to have thee by my fide 
Henceforth an individual ſolace dear ; - 

Part of my Soul, I ſeck thee, and thee claim 

My other ſelf : with that thy gentle hand 

Seisd mine, I yielded, and from that time ſee 
How beauty 1s excelFd by manly grace 

And wiſedom, which alone is truly fair. 


So ſpake our genral Mother, and with cvyecs 
Of conjugal attraction unreprov'd, 
And meck ſurrender, half imbracing lean'd 
On our firſt Father, half her fwelling Breaſt 
Naked met his, under the flowing Gold 
Of her looſe treffes hid: he in delight 
Both of her Beauty and ſubmiflive Charms 
Snuld with ſaperour Love, as Fzpiter 

On 
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On Zuno ſmiles, when he 1impregns the Clouds 
Thar ſhed May Flow'rs; and preſsd her Matron lip 
With kiſſes pure: aſide the Devil turn'd 


For enyy, yet with jcalous leer malign 
Eyd them askance, and to himſelt thus plaind. 


Sight hatefull, ſight tormenting ! thus theſe two 
Imparadisd in one anothers arms, 
The happier Eden, ſhall enjoy their fill 
Of bliſs on bliſs, while I to Hell am chruſt, 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce defire;, 
Among our other torments not the leaſt, 
Still unfulfilld with pain of longing panes 
Yet let me not forget what I have gaind 
From their own mouths ; all is not theirs it ſeems: 
One fatal Tree there ſtands, of Knowledge call d, 
Forbidden them to taſte: Knowledge forbidd'n ? _ 
Suſpicious, reaſonleſs. Why ſhould their Lord 
Envy them that ? can it be ſin to know ? 
Can it be death ? and do they onely ſtand 
By Ignorance, 1s that their happy ſtate, 
The proof of their obedience and their faith ? 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their ruine ! Hence I will excite their minds 
With more defire to know, and to reject 
Envious commands, invented with deſign 
To keep them Jow whom knowledge might exalt 
Equal with Gods ; aſpiring to: be ſuch, 
They taſte and die: what likelicr can enſue ? 
But firſt with narraw ſearch I muſt walk round 
This Garden, and no corner leave unſpy'd ; 
A chance, but chance may lead where I may meet 
Some wand'ring Spirit of Heay'n, by Fountain ſide, 


Or in thick ſhade retir'd, from him to draw 
What 
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What Cache wackd be learnt. Live bii_s: ye may. 
Yet happy Pair enjoy till I return, 
Short pleaſures, for long woes are to ſucceed. 


So ſaying, his proud ſtep he ſcornfull curn'd, 
But with fly circumſpection, and began 
Through wood, through waſte, o'er hill, o'er daletus roam. 
Mean while in utmoſt Longitude, where Heavn 
With Earth and Ocean meets, the ſetting Sun 
Slowly deſcended, and with right aſpect 
Againſt the Eaſtern Gate of-Paradiſc 
Leveld his ev'ning Rays: It was a Rock 
Ot Alabaſter pil'd up to the Clouds, 
Conſpicuous far, winding with one afcent 
Acccſlible from Earth, one entrance high ; 

The reſt was craggy cliff, that ovyer-hung 

Still as it roſe, impoſſible to climb. 

Betwixt theſe rocky Pillars Gabriel ſate, 

Chief of th Angelick Guards; awaiting night;' 
About him excrcisd Heroick Games 
Th' unarmed Youth of Heay'n, but nigh at hand 
Celeſtial Armoury, Shields, Helms and Spears, 
Hung high with Diamond flaming, and with Gold. 
Thither came Urzel, gliding through the Even 
On a Sun-beam, ſwift as a ſhooting Star 

In Autumn thwarts the night, when vapours fird 
Impreſs the Air and ſhews the Mariner 

From what point of his Compaſs to beware 
Impetuous winds: He thus began haſte. 


Gabriel, to thee thy courſe by Lot hath givn 
Charge and {tri&t watch that to TX Nappy _ 
No evil thing approach or enter in; | 
This day at height of Noon came ro tmy Sphere | 


A Sprit, 


my 
We. 
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A ſpirit, zealous, as he ſeemd to know 

More of th Almighty's works, and chiefly Man, 
God's lateſt Image; I deſcribd his way 

Bent all on ſpeed, and mark'd his Airy Gate; 
But in the Mount that lies from Eder North, 
Where he firſt lighted, ſoon diſcern'd his looks 
Alien from Heay n, with paſſions foul obſcur'd: 
Mine eye purſu'd him ſtill, but under ſhade 
Loſt ſight of him : one of the baniſht crew, 

I fear, hath venturd from the deep to raiſc 
New troubles : him thy care muſt be to find. 


To whom the winged Warriour thus return'd : 
Uriel, no wonder if thy pertect ſight, 
Amid the Sun's bright circle where thou fitft, 
See far and wide : 1n at this Gate none paſs 
The vigilance here plac'd, but ſuch as come 
Well known from Heavn: and ſince Meridian hour 
No Creature thence : if Spirit or other ſort, 
So minded have ocrleapt theſe carthy bounds 
On purpoſe, hard thou know ſt it to exclude 
Spiritual ſubſtance with corporeal bar. 
But if within the circuit of theſe walks, 
In whatſoever ſhape he lurk, of whom 
Thou tell'ft, by morrow dawning I ſhall know. 


So promisd he, and Uriel to his charge 
Return d on that bright beam, whoſe point now raisd 
Bore him ſlope downward to the Sun now falln 
Bencath th' Azores; whither the prime Orb, 
Incredible how ſwift, had thither roll'd 
Diurnal, or this leſs velable Earth 
By ſhorter flight to th' Eaſt, had left him there 


Arraying, with reflected Purple and Gold 
P The 
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The Clouds that on his Weſtern Throne attend: 
Now came {till Evening on, and Twilight grey 
Had in her ſober liv'ry all things clad ; 

Silence accompaned, for Beaſt and Bird, 

They to their grafſie Couch, theſe to their Netts 
Were ſunk, all but the waketull Nightingale 
She all night long her am'rous deſcant ſung ; 
Silence was pleasd : now glow'd the Firmament 
With living Saphirs : Heſperus that led 

The ſtarry Hoaſt, rode brighteſt, till the Moon 
Riſing in clouded Majeſty, at length - 

Apparent Queen unveil d her peerlcſs light, 

And or the dark her Silver Mantle threw. 


When Adam thus to Eve : Fair Conſort, th' hour 
Of night, and all things now retird to reſt 
Mind us of like repoſe, ſince God hath ſet 
Labour and reſt, as day and night to men 
Succeſhve, and the timely dew of ſep 
Now falling with ſoft ſlumb'rous weigt inclines 
Our eye-lids; other creatures all day long 
Rove idle unimployd, and leſs need reſt ; 
Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declares his Dignity, 
And the regard of Heav'n on all his ways ; 
While other Animals unactive range, 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
To morrow eer freſh morning ſtreak the Eaſt 
With firſt approach of light, we muſt be ris'n, 
And at our pleaſant labour, to reform 
Yon flowry Arbours, yonder Allies green, 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown, 
That mock our ſcant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth : 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe Bloſſoms alſo, and thoſe dropping Gums, 
That lie beſtrown unſightly and unſmooth, 

Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with caſe; 
Mean whule, as Nature wills, Night bids us reſt. 


To whom thus Eve with perfect beauty adorn'd. 
My Authour and Diſpoſer, what thou bidtſt 
Unargud I obey; ſo God ordains, 

God is thy Law, thou mine: to know no more 

Is Womans happicſt knowledge and her prailc. 
With thee converſing I forget all time; 

All ſeaſons and their change, all pleaſe alike. 

Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing ſweer, 
With charm of earlieſt Birds; pleaſant the Sun 
When firſt on this delightfull Land he ſpreads 

His orient Beams, on Herb, Tree, Fruit, and Flower, 
Gliſtring with dew ; fragrant the fertile Earth 
After ſoſt ſhowers ; and ſweet the coming on 

Of gratcfull Evening mild, then filent' Night 

With this her ſolemn Bird, and this fair Moon, 
And theſe the Gems of Heav'n, her ſtarry»traig: 
But neither breath of Morn, when ſhe aſcends 
With charm of carlieſt Birds, nor riſing Sun 

On this delighttull Land, nor Herb, Fruit, Flower, 
Gliſtring with dew, nor fragrance after ſhowers; - | ' 
Nor gratcfull Evening mild, nor filent-Night, -:- 
With this her ſolemn Bird, nor walk by. Moon, -- 
Or glittring Star-l1ght without thee is ſweer. 

But wherefore all night long ſhine theſe, for whom 
This glorious ſight, when fleep hath ſhut all eyes? 


To whom our gen'ral Anceſtour replied. 
Daughter of God and Man, accompliſht Eve, 
Thoſe have their courſe to finiſh, round the Earth, 

P 2 By 
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By morrow Evening, and from Land to Land 

In order, though to Nations yet unborn, 

Miniſtring light prepar'd, they ſet and riſe; 

Leſt total darkneſs ſhould by Night regain 

Her old poſlcſſion, and extinguiſh lite 

In Nature and all things, which theſe ſoft fires 

Not onely enlighten, but with kindly heat 

Of various influence foment and warm, 

Temper or nouriſh, or in part ſhed down 

Their itellar virtue on all kinds that grow 

On Earth, made hereby apter to receive 

Perfection from the Surrs more potent Ray. 

Theſe then, though unbeheld in deep of night, 

Shine not in vain, nor think, though men were none, 
That Heav'n would want ſpectatours, God want praie z 
Millions of ſpiritual Greatures walk the Earth 
Unſeen, both when we wake and when we flcep : 

All theſe with ceaſlefs praiſe his Works behold - - 
Both day and night: how often fron the ſteep 

Of Echoing Hill or Thicket have we heard 

Celeſtial voices to the midnight air, ' 

Sole, or reſponſive each to other's note: 

Singing their great Creatour ? oft in bands 

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 
With Heav'nly touch of inſtrumental ſounds 

In full harmonuck number joyn'd, their ſongs 

Divide the night, and life our thoughts-to Heaven. 


Thus talking hand in hand alone they paſsd 
On to their bliſsfull Bower; it was a place 
Chosn by th' ſoy reign Planter, when he fram'd 
All things to mans delightfull uſe ; the roof 
Of thickeſt covert was inwoven ſhade + 
Lauzcl and Martle, and whit higher grew | 
Ot 
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Of firm and fragrant leaf ; on either ſide 
Acanthus, and each odorous buſhy ſhrub 

Fencd up the verdant wall; each beautious flower, 
Iris all hues, Roſes and Geſlamin 

Reard high their flouriſh heads between, and wrought 
Moſaick ; under foot the Violet, 

Crocus, and Hyacinth, with rich inlay 

Broider d the ground, more colourd than with ſtone 
Of coſtheſt Emblem : other Creature here 

Beaſt, Bird, Inſe&t or Worm durſt enter none ; 
Such was their awe of Man. tr ſhady Bower 
More ſacred and ſequeſtred, though but feign'd, 
Pan or Sylvamu never [lept, nor Nymph, 
Nor Faunus hunted.” © Here in cloſe receſs 
With Flowers, Garlands and fweet-ſmelling Herbs 
Eſpouſed Eve deckt firſt Het ruptial Bed, 
And Heavy nly Choirs the Hymenzan fung,- 

What day the genial Angel to our Sire 
Brought her in naked beauty mbre adorn'd, 
More lov cly than Pandora, whom the Gods 
Endow'd with alt their $ifts, attd-O too like 

In fad event, when to the unwifer Son 

Of Japhet brought by Hermes, ſhe&nſnard 
Mankind with her fan: looks to Be/aveng'd 

On him who had ſtole Fore's authentick fire, 


Thus at their ſhady Lodge arriv'd, bothRood 
Both turn'd, add under-open Sky ador'd 
The God that made both'Sky, Air, Earth and Heav'n, 
Which they bchold, the Moon's refplendent Globe 
And ſtarry Pole : Thou alſo madit the Night, 
Maker Omniporent, ati thou the" Day, 
Which we in our appomted work' imploy/d 


Have finiſht happy in our 'mututtÞ help 
{ f M 
And 
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And mutual love, the Crown of all our blils 
Ordaind by thee, and this delicious place 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants 
Partakers, and uncropt falls to the ground. 
But thou haſt promisd from us two a Race 
To fill the Earth, who ſhall with us extoll 
Thy gooneſs infinite, both when we wake 
And when we ſeek, as now, thy gift of ſleep. 


This ſaid unanimous, and other Rites 
Obſerving none, but adoration pure 
Which God likes beſt, into their inmoſt Bower 
Handed they went; andeasd the putting off 
Theſe troubleſome diſguiſes which' we wear, 
Streight ſide by fide were laid, nor turn'd I ween 
Adam from his fair Spouſe, nor *Eve the Rites 
Myſterious of connubial Love refus'd : 
Whatever Hypocrites auſterely talk 
Of purity, and place, and.innacence, | 
Defaming as impure what God declares - 
Pure, and commands to ſome, leaves.free to all. 
Our Maker bids increaſe, who bids abſtain 
But our deſtroyer, foe to God Man ? 
Hail wedded Love, myſterious Law, true ſource 
Of humane offspring, ſole propricty, 
In Paradiſe of all things common <clle. 
By the adult'rous luſt was driv'n from men 
Among the beſtial herds to range, by thee 
Founded in Reaſon, Loyal, Juſt, and Pure, 
Relations dear, and all the Charitics 
Of Father, Son and Brother firſt were known, 
Far be it, that I ſhould write thee fin or blame 
Or think thee unbefitting holieſt place, 


Perpetual Fountain of Domeſtick ſweets, OR 
Whoſe 
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Whoſe bed is undefild and chaſte pronounc'd, 
Preſent or paſt, as Saints and Patriarch's usd. 

Here Love his golden ſhafts employs, here lights 

His conſtant Lamp, and waves his purple wings, 
Reigns here and revels; not in the bought ſmile 

Of Harlots, loveleſs, joyleſs, unindeard, 

Caſual fruition, nor in Court Amours 

Mixt Dance, or wanton Mask, or nudnight Ball, 

Or Serenate, which the ſtarvd Lover ſings 

To his proud fair, beſt quitted with diſdain. 

Theſe lull'd by Nightingales umbracing ſlept, 

And on their naked limbs the flow ry roof 
Showr'd-Roſes, which the Morn repaird.. Sleep an, 
Bleſt pair ; and O yet happieſt it ye ſeek 

No happier ſtate, and know to know no more. - 


Now had night meaſur'd with her ſhadowy Cone 
Half way up Hill this vaſt ſublunar Vaulc; 
And from their Ivory Port the Cherubim, 
Forth iſſuing at th' accuſtomd hour, ſtood arm'd 
To their night watches in warlike Parade, 
When Gabriel to his next in power thus ſpake. 


Uzziel, half theſe draw off, and coaſt the South 
With ſtricteſt watch ; theſe other wheele the North, 
Our circuit mects full Weſt. As flame they part 
Half wheeling to the Shield, half to the Spear. 
From theſe, two ſtrong and ſubtile Spirits he call d 
That near him ſtood, and-gaye them thus in charge. 


Ithuriel and Zephon, with wing d ſpeed 
Search through this Garden, leave unſcarcht no nook, 
But chicfly where thoſe two fair Creatures lodge, 


Now laid perhaps aſleep ſecure of harm, 
This 
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This Evening from the Sun's decline arrivd, 
Who tells of ſome infernal Spirit ſeen 
Hitherward bent (who could have chought ?) eſcapd 
The bars of Hell, on errand bad no doubt : 
Such where ye find, ſeize faſt, and hither bring. 


So ſaying, on he led his radiant Files, 
Dazling the Moon; theſe to the Bower direct 
In ſearch of whom they ſought: him there they found 
Squat like a Toad, cloſe at the Ear of Eve ; - 
Aſſaying by his deviliſh Art to reach 
The Organs of her Fancy, and with them forge 
Hluftons as he ht, Phantaſms and Dreams, 
Or if, inſpiring venom, he might taint 
Th animal Spirits that from pure bloud arife I . 
Like gentle breaths from Riyers pure, thence raiſc 
At leaſt diſtemper'd, diſcontented thoughts, © 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate deſires 

Blown up with high conccits ingendring pride, 

Him thus intent Ithuriel with his Spear 
Touch'd lightly ; for no falſhood'can endure 
Touch of Celeſtial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likeneſs; up he ſtarts 
Diſcoverd and ſurprizd. As when a ſpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous Powder; laid 
Fit for the Tun ſome Megazine to ſtore 
Againſt a rumour d War, the ſmutty grain, 
With ſudden blaze diffusd, inflames the Air * 
So ſtarted up'in his owri ſhape the Fiend. 
Back ſtept thoſe two fair Angels half amaz'd 
So ſudden to behold the griſly King z 
Yet thus, unmoy'd with fear, accoſt him foon. 
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Which of thoſe rebel Spirits adjudg'd to Hell 
Comſ thou, cſcap'd thy priſon, and transformd, 
Why ſat'ſt thou like an enemy 1n waat, 

Here watching at the head of theſe that ſleep ? 


Know ye not then, ſaid Satar, filld with ſcorn, 
Know ye not me? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there ſitting where ye durſt not ſoar; 
Not to know me argues your ſelves unknown, 
The loweſt of your throng ; or it ye know, 
Why ask ye, and ſuperfluous begin 
Your meſſage, like to end as much in vain ? 
To whom thus Zephon, anſwering ſcorn with ſcorn. 
Think nor, revolted Spirit, thy ſhape the ſame, 
Or undiminiſhd brightneſs, to be known 
As when thou ſtood'ſt in Heayn upright and pure ; 
That Glory then, when thou no more waſt good, 
Departed from thee, and thou reſembl't now 
Thy fin and place of doom obſcure and foul. 
But come, for thou, be ſure, ſhalt give account 
To hum who ſent us, whoſe charge 1s to keep 
This placc inviolable, and theſe from harm. 


So ſpake the Cherube, and his grave rebuke 
SCVCre In Youthfull beauty, added grace 
Invincible : abaſhd the Devil ood, 

And felt how awfull goodneſs is, and ſaw 
Vertue-1n. her ſhape how lovely, ſaw, and pind 
His loſs; but chiefly to find here obſery'd 
His luſtre viſibly impair'd; yer ſeem'd 
Undaunted. If I muſt contend, ſaid he, 

Beſt with the beſt, the ſender not the ſent; 

Or all at once; more glory will be won, 


Q Or 
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Or leſs be loſt. Thy fear, faid Zephor bold, 
Will fave us trial whar the kaft can.doe : |: -: 
Single againſt thee wicked, and thetce weak. '' | | 


The Fiend reply'd not, overcome with rage; 
But like a proud Steed reind, went haughty on, 
Champing his iron curb : ro ftrive or flic 
He held it vain; awe from above had quelt'd 
His heart, not elſe diſmay'd, Now drew'they-nigh © © 
The weſtern point, where thoſe half-roundingguards' - -. - 
Juſt met, and cloſing tood-in ſquadron joyn'd i 
Awaiting next command. To whom their:Chet 
Gabriel from the front thus call'd aloud. ' _ 

| ©] .Q2Tid L513 

O friends, I hear the'tread of nithble Ree '! 2 2 
Haſting this way; and now by. glimpſe diſcers* | 
Ithuriet and: Zephon'through the ſhade, * | | 
And with thet comes a third of Regal pore, * 
But faded ſplendour wart ;/ who-by his gate 
And fierce demeanotir emis the Princeof Hell,” 
Not likely to/pare hence without comet; - 
Stand firm, for mts look defiance lourd.. 


He ſcarce had cake his hats two approach' 4 
And bricf related/whons they bronghe, where found, * 
How buſicd, in what form and - oat couth'd. "G 


To whom wittt ſrern EW chus Gabbtet fake. 
Why haſc thoti! Care, broke the 'b&tmds preſcribd 
To thy cranſgreſſions, and difturbVthe charge | 
Of others, who approve? 'niot- to rraffre(s 
By thy example, but'Ktiyt power ind Tight 
To queſtion thy Bold ehrrice or! this 'phace; Os 
ae it ſeems«t6 Yoſt flee) ard Holt $ +0 - 
Whoſe 
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Whoſc dwelling God hath planted here in bliſs? 


To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow. 
Thou Gabriel, hadſt in Heav'n th' eſteem of wilc, 
And ſuch I held thee ; but this queſtion askt 


Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, finding way, break looſe from Hell, 


Though thither doom'd? Thou wouldſt thy (elf no doubt, 


And boldly venture to whatever place 


Fartheſt from. pain, where thou mightſt hope to change 


Torment with eaſe, and ſooneſt recompence 
Dole with delight, which in this place I ſought ; 
To thee no reaſon ; who knowſt onely good, 
But evil haſt not try'd : and wilt object 

His will who bound us? let him ſurer bar 

His Iron Gates, if he intends our ſtay 

In that dark durance : thus much what was askt: 
The reſt is true, they found me where they ſay ; 
But that implies not violence or harm. 


Thus he in ſcorn. The warlike Angel moy'd, 
Diſdainfully half ſmiling thus reply d. 
O loſs of one in Heav'n to judge of wile; 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew, 
And now returns him from his prifon ſcap'd, 
Grayely in doubt whether to hold them wiſe 


Or not, who ask what boldneſs brought him hither 


Unlicenc'd from his bounds in Hell preſcrib'd ; 
So wiſe he judges it to fly from pain 

. However, and to ſcape his puniſhment. 

So judge thou ſtill, preſumptuous, till the wrath, 
Whuch thou incurr'it by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and ſcourge that wiſedom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee vet no better, that no pain 


Qa 
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Can <qual anger infinite provok(. 

But wherefore thou alone ; wherefore with thee 
Came not all Hell broke looſe ? 1s pain to them 
Leſs pain, leſs to be fled, or thou than they 

Leſs hardy to endure ? courageous Chict, 

The firſt in flight from pain, had'ſt thou alledg'd 
To thy deſerted Hoſt this cauſe of flight, 

Thou ſurely hadſt not come ſole fugtivye. 


To which the Fiend thus anſwerd frowning ſtern. 
Not that I leſs endure, or ſhrink from pain, 
Inſulting Angel, well thou knowiſt I ſtood 
Thy fierceſt, when in Battle to thy aid 
Thy blaſting vollied Thunder made all ſpeed 
And ſeconded thy clſe not dreaded Spear. 

But ſtill thy words at random, as before, 
Argue thy inexperience what behoves 

From hard aſlays and 1ll ſucceſles paſt 

A faithful] Leader, not to hazard all 

Through ways of danger by himſelf untryd, 

I therefore, I alone firſt undertook 

To wing the deſolate Abyſs, and ſpy 

This new created World, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not filent, here in hope to find 

Better abode, and my afflicted Powers 

To ſettle here on Earth, or in mid Air ; 
Though for poſſeſſion put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay Legions dare againſt ; 
' Whoſe eaſier buſineſs were to ſerye their Lord 
High up in Heav'n, with ſongs to hymn his Throne, 
And practisd diſtances to cringe, not fight. 


To whom the warricr Angel ſoon reply'd. 
To fay and ſtreight unſay, pretending firſt 


| Wil 
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Wiſe to flic pain, profefling next the Spy, 

Argues no Leader but a Lyar trac'd, 

Satan, and couldſt thou faithfull add? O name, 

O facred name of faithfulneſs profand ! 

Faithfull co whom? to thy rebellious crew ? 
Army of Fiends, fit Body to. fit Head ; 

Was this your diſcipline and faith ingag'd, 

Your mulitary obedience, to diſſolve 

Allegiance to th' acknowledg'd Power ſupreme* 
And thou, flic hypocrite, who now would'{t ſeem 
Patron of hberty, who more than thou 

Once fawn'd, and cringd, and ſervilely adord 
Heay'ns awfull Monarch ? wherefore but in hope 
To diſpoſleſs him, and thy ſelf to reign? 

But mark what I arread thee now, avant ; 

Fly thither whence thou fledſt : if from this hour 
Within theſe hallow'd limits thou appear, 

Back to th' infernal pit I drag thee chaind, 

And Seal thee fo, as henceforth not to ſcorn 

The facile gates of Hell too lightly barr'd. 


So threatn'd he, but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more 1n rage reply d : 


Then when I am thy captive talk of chains, 
Proud limitary Cherube, but cer then 
Far heavicr load thy ſelf expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though Heavens King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy Compeers, 
Usd to the yoke, draw his triumphant Wheels 
In progreſs through the Rode of Heay'n Star-pay'd. 


While thus he ſpake, th Angelick Squadron bright 
Turn'd fiery red, ſharpning in Mooned horns 


Their 
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Their Phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported Spears, as thick as when a field 

Of Ceres ripe for haryeſt waving bends 

Her bearded Grove of cars, w hich way the wind 
Sways them ; the carcfull Plowman doubting ſtands 
Leſt on the threſhing floor his hopefull ſheaves 
Prove chaff, On th other ſide Satan allarmd 
Collecting all his might dilated ſtood, 

Like Teneriff or Atlas unremoyd : 

His ſtature reacht the Sky, and on his Creſt 

Sate Horrocur plum'd; nor wanted in his graſp 
What ſeem'd both Spear and Shicld : now dreadfull deeds 
Might have enſu'd, nor onely Paradiſe 

In this commotion, but the Starry Cope 

Of Heavn perhaps, or all the Elements 

At leaſt had gone to rack, diſturb'd and torn 
With violence of this conflit, had not ſoon 

Th' Eternal to prevent ſuch horrid fray 

Hung forth in Heay'n his golden Scales, yet ſeen 
Betwixt Aftrea and the Scorpion Sign, 

Wherein all things created firſt he weigh'd, 

The Pendulous round Earth with balancd Air 

In counterpouſe, now ponders all events, 

Battels and Realms: in theſe he put two weights 
The ſequel cach of parting and of fight ; 

The latter quick up flew, and kickt the beam ; 
Which Gabrie/ ſpying, thus beſpake the Fiend. 


Satan, I know thy ſtrength, and thou knowſt mine, 
Neither our own but givn ; what folly then 
To boaſt what Arms con doe, ſince thine no more 
Than Heay'n permits, nor mine, thoughdoubl'd now, 
To trample thee as mire : for proof look up, 
And read thy Lot in yon celeſtial Sign 


Where 


Book IV. Paradiſe Loft 115 
Where thou art weigh'd, and ſhewn how light, how weak, 


If thou reſiſt. The Fiend look'd up and knew 


His mounted ſcale aloft : NOL.qore ; but fled 
Murm ring, and with him, ffs The; fragies of night. 


\ 


The End of tht Fourth Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Morning approach'd, Eve relates to Adam her troubleſome dream, 
he likes it not, yet comforts her : They come forth to their day 
Iabours : Their Morning Hymn at the Door of their Bower. 
God to render Man inexcuſable ſends Raphael to admoniſh 
him of his obedience, of his free eftate, of his enemy near at 
hand ; who he is, and why his enemy, and whatever elſe may 
avail Adam to know. Raphael comes down to Paradife, his 
appearance deſerilid, his coming diſcernd by Adam afar off, 
fitting at the door of his Bower ; he goes out to meet him , 
brings him to his Lodge,entertains him with the choiceft Fruits 
of Paradiſe got together by Eve ; their diſcourſe at Table : 
Raphael performs his meſſage, minds Adam of his flate and of 
his Enemy ; relates at Adam's requeſt who that Enemy is, 
and how he came to be ſo, beginning from his firft Revolt in 
Heaven, and the occaſion thereof , how he drew his Legions 
after him to the parts of the North, and there incited them 
t0 rebell with them , all but onely Abdicl a Seraph*, who in 


— Argument difſuazdes and oppoſes him, then forſakes him. 


OW Morn her roſie ſteps in th' Eaſtern Clime 
Advancing, ſow d-the Earth with Orient Pearl, 
When Adam wak'd, ſo cuſtom, for his ſkep 
Was Airy light from pure digeſtion bred, 
And temp'rate vapours bland, which th' onely ſound 


Of leaves and fuming rills, Azrorg's fan, 
Lightly 
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Lightly diſpersd, and the ſhrill Matin Song 

Of Birds on every -bough ; ſo much the more 

His wonder was to find unwakn'd Eve 

With Treſles diſcomposd, and glowing Cheek, 

As through unquiet reſt : he: on h's fide 

Leaning half-raisd, with looks of cordial Loye 
Hung over her enamourd, and beheld 

Beauty, which whether waking or aſleep, 

Shot forth peculiar Graces;- then with voice | 
Mild, as when Zephyrus on Flora breaths, 

Her hand ſoft touching, whiſper d thus. Awake 
My faireſt, my eſpouſed, my lateſt found, 

Heav'ns laſt beſt gift, my ever new delight ; 
Awake, the morning ſhines, and the freſh field 
Calls us, we loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring 

\ Our tended Plants, how blows the Citron Grove, 
What drops the Myrhhe, and what the balmy Reed, 
How Nature paints her colours, how the Bee 

Sits on the Bloom extracting liquid ſweet. 


Such whiſpering wak'd her, but with ſtartl'd eyc 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus ſhe ſpake: 


O Sole in whom my thoughts'find all repoſe, 
My Glory, my Perfection, glad I ſee 

Thy face, and Morn return, for I this Night, 
Such night till this I neyer paſsd, have dream'd 

If dream'd, not as I oft am wont, of- thee, 
Works of day paſt, or morrows next deſign, 

But of offence and trouble which my mind 
Knew never till this irkſome night; methought 
Cloſe at mine Ear one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine ; it ſaid, 
Why ſlcepſt thou Eze ? now 1s the pleaſant time, 
hs = The 
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The cool, the ſilent, ſave where {ilence yields 

To the night-warbling Bird; that now awake * > © 
Tunes ſweeteſt his loye-labour'd fong'; now reigns 
Full orb'd the Mgon,. and: with more pleaſing light 
Shadowy ſets off the tace of things; in vain, 

If none regard; Heav'n wakes with all his eycs, 
Whom to behold but thee, Natures deſire, 

In whoſe fight all things joy, with raviſhment 
Attracted by thy beauty {till ro gaze. 

I roſc as at thy call, but found thee not; 

To find thee I directed then my walk; 

And on, methought, alone I paſsd dirt: ways 
That brought me on a ſudden to the Tree 

Of interdicted Knowledge : fair it ſeem'd, 

Much fairer to my fancy than by dav: - 

And as I wondring look'd, beſide it ftood 

One ſhap'd and wing 'd like'one 'of thoſe from Heay'n 
By us oft ſeen; his dewey locks diſtilf'd 

Ambroſia ; on chit Tree he-alſo gaz'd ; 

And, O fain Plant, ſaid he, with fruit ſurcharg'd, 
Deigns none to eaſe thy load and taſte thy fweer, 
Nor God, nor Man; 'is Knowledge fo deſpisd 

Or enyy, or what reſerve forbids to taſte ? 

Forbid who will , none ſhall from me withhold - 
Longer thy offer d good, why elſe fet here 2 

This ſaid, he paus'd not, but with ventrous Arm 
He pluck'd, he- taſted ; me damp horrour chill'd 
At ſuch bold words reuSs with a'deed fo bold : 
But he thus overjoy'd, O Fruir Divine, 

Sweet of thy ſelf, but much more fwecr thus cropp', 
Forbidden here, it ſeems, as onely fit 

For Gods, yct able: to make Gods of Men : 

And why not Gods of Men, ſince good the more 
Communicated, more abundant grows, 


The 
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The Authour not umpair'd, but honour'd more ? 
Here, happy Creature, fair Angelick Eve, 

Partake thou alſo; happy though thou arr, 
Happier thou mayſt be, worthier canſt not be : 
Taſte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 
Thy ſelf a Goddeſs, not to Earth confined, 

But ſometimes in the Air, as we ſometimes 
Aſcend to Heavn, by merit thine, and ſee 

What lite the Gods live there, and ſuch live thou: 
So ſaying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 

Even to my mouth of that ſame fruit held part 
Which he had pluck'd ; the pleaſant ſavoury ſmell 
So quickn'd appetite, that I, methought, 

Could not but taſte. Forthwith up to the Clouds 
Whuth him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The Earth outſtretcht immenſe, a proſpect wide 
And various: wondring at my flight and change 
To this high exaltation ; ſuddenly 

My Guide was gone, and I, methought, ſunk down, 
And fell aſleep; O how glad I wak'd 

To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her Night 
Related, and thus 4dam anſwer'd ſad. 


Beſt Image of my ſelf, and dearer half 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in ſlcep 
Aﬀects me cqually ; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream, of evil ſprung I fear ; 
Yet evil whence? In thee can harbour none; 
Created pure. But know that in the Soul 
Are many leſſer Faculties that ſerve 
Reaſon as chief ; among theſe Fancy next 
Her office holds ; of all external things, 
Which the five watchfull Senſes repreſent, 
She forms imaginations, Airy ſhapes 


R 3 Which 


—— 
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Which Reaſon joyning, or disjoyning, frames 

All what we affirm or what deny, and call 

Our knowledge or opinion; then retires 
Into her private Cell when Nature reſts. 

Oft in her abſence mimick Fancy wakes, 

To imitate her ; but misjoyning ſhapes, 

W1ld work produces oft, and moſt in dreams, 

Ill matching words and deeds long paſt or late. 
Some ſuch reſemblances methinks I find 

Of our laſt Evenings talk, in this thy dream 

But with addition ſtrange; yet be not fad. 

Evil into the mind of God or Man 

May come and go, ſo unapproyd, and leave 

No ſpot or blame behind : Which gives me hope 
That what 1n ſleep thou didſt abhor to dream, 
Waking thou never wilt conſent to doe. 

Be not diſheartned then, nor cloud thoſe looks 
That wont to be more chearfu]l and ſerene 

Than when fair 'Morning firſt ſmiles on the World 
And lctus to our freſh unployments riſe 

Among the Groves, the Fountains, and the Flowers 
That open now their choiceſt boſom'd ſmells 
Reſcry'd from night, and kept for thee in ſtore. 


So cheard hehis fair ſpouſe, and ſhe was cheard, 
But filently a gentle tear lct fall 
From either eye, and wip'd them with her hair ; 
Two other pretious drops that ready ſtood, 
Each in their Cryſtal ſluce, he cer they tell 
Kid as the gratious ſigns of ſweet remorſe 
And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended. 


So all was cleard, and to the Ficld they haſte. 
But firſt from under ſhady arborous roof, 
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Soon as they forth were come to open ſight 

Of day-ſpring, and the Sun, who ſcarce up riſen 

With wheels yet hov'ring ocr the Occan brim» 


_ Shot parallel co the Earth his dewy ray, 
Diſcovering in wide Lantskip all the Eaſt 


Of Paradiſe and Edern's happy Plains, 

Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 

Their Oriſons, each Morning duly paid 

In various ſtyle, for neither various ſtyle 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to Praiſe 

Their Maker, jm fit ftrains pronounc'd or ſung 
Unmeditated, ſuch prompt eloquence 

Flow'd from their lips, in Proſe or num'rous Verſe, 
More tunable than needed Lute or Harp 

To add more ſweetneſs, and they thus began. 


Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almighty, thine this univerſal Frame, 
Thus wondrous fair ; thy ſelf how wondrous then! 
Unſpeakable, who fitft above theſe Heavens, 
To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 
In theſe thy loweſt works ; yet theſe declare 
Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and Power Divine : 
Speak ye who beſt can tell, ye Sons of light, 
Angels, for ye bchold him, and with Songs 
And choral ſymphonies, Day without Night, 
Circle his Throne rejoycing, ye in Heayen, 
On Earth joyn all ye Creatures to cxtoll 
Him firſt, him laſt, im midſt, and without end. 
Faireſt of Stars, laſt m the train of Night 
If better thou belang not to the dawn, 
Sure pledge of day, that crownſt the ſmiling Morn 
With thy bright Circlet, praiſe him in thy Sphear 


- Whale day ariſes, that fweet hour of prime. 


Thou 


122 7 Paradiſe Loſt. = Book V. 


Thou Sun, of this great World both Eyc and Soul, 
Acknowledge him thy Greater, ſound hs praiſe 

In thy eternal courſe, both when thou climb, 
And when high Noon haſt gain'd, and when thoufall it. 
Moon, that now meett the orient Sun, now fly it 
With the fixt Stars, fixt in their Orb that flics, 

And ye five other wandring Fires that move 

In myſtick Dance not without Song, reſound 

His praiſe, who out of Darkneſs call d up Light. 

Air, and ye Elements, the eldeſt birth 

Of Natures womb, that in quatermion run 
Perpetual Circle, multiform, and mix 

And nouriſh all things, let your ceaſleſs change 

Vary to our great Maker ſtill new praiſe. 

Ye Mitts and Exhalations that now riſe 
From Hlll or ſteaming Lake, dusky or grey, 
Till the Sun paint your fleccy skirts with Gold 
In honour to the Worlds great Authour riſe, 
Whether todeck with Cloudsth'uncolour'd Sky, 

Or wet the thirſty Earth with falling ſhowers, 
Riſing or falling ill advance his prailc. 

His praiſe ye Winds that from four Quarters blow, 
Breath ſoft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With ev'ry Plant, in ſign of Worſhip wave. 
Fountains, and ye that warble as ye flow, 
Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praiſe 
Joyn voices, all ye living Souls, ye Birds, 
That finging up to Heaven Gate aſcend, 

Bear on your wings and in your notes his praiſe ; 
Ye that in Waters glide, and ye that walk 

The Earth, and ſtately tread, or lowly creep; 
Wirneſs if I be filent, Morn or Even, 

To Hill or Valley, Fountain or freſh ſhade 
Made vocal by my Song, and taught his praiſe. 
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Hail univerſal Lord, be bountcous ſtill | 
To give us onely good; and if the night 


Have gathcr'd ought of evil or conceal'd, 
Diſperſe it, as now light diſpells the dark. 


So pray d they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Firm peace rccoverd foon and wonred calm. 
On to their mornings rural work they hate 
Among ſweet dews and flowers ; where any. row 
Of Fruit-trees over-woody reachd too far 
Their pamper d boughs; and needed hands to check 
Fruitleſs 1imbraces : or they led the Vine 
To wed her Elm ; ſhe ſpousd about him twines 
Her marriageable arms, and with her brings . 
Her dower th' adopted Cluſters, to:adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus imploy'd beheld 
With pity Heav'ns high King, and to him calld 
Raphael, the fociable ſpirit, that dezgn'd 
To travel with 7Zobias, and fecurd 
His marriage with the ſeyen times wedded Maid. 


Raphael, ſaid he, thou heart what ftir on Earth 
Satan from Hell ſcapd through the darkſome Gult 
Hath raisd in Paradiſe; and how diſturbd 
This night the humane pair, how he deſigns 
In them at once to ruine all mankind. 

Go thercfore, -half this day as friend with friend 
Converſe with Adam, in what Bower or ſhade 
Thou find'it hum from the heat of Noon retir d, 
To reſpite this day-labour with repaſt, 

Or with repoſe ; and ſuch diſcoutfe bring on, 
As may adviſe him of his happy ſtate, 
Happineſs in his power left free to will, 
Left to his own free 'will, his will though free, 
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Yet mutable ; whence warn him to' beware . 

He ſwerve not too ſecure: telt him withall 

His danger, and from whom, what enemy - 

Late fall'n himſelf from Heavn, is plotting now 

The fall of others from like ſtate of bliſs ; 

By violence ; no, for'that ſhall be withſtood, 

But by deceit and-lies ; this let hum know, . 

Leſt wilfully tranſgreſſing he pretend 

Surpriſal, unadmoniſhd, unforewarn'd. 


So ſpake th' Eternal Father, and fulfill d - 
All Juſtice : nor delay d' the winged Saint 
After his charge recciy'd: but from among - | 
Thouſand Celeſtial Ardours, where he ſtood 
Veil'd with his gorgeous wings, upſpringing light 
Flew through the midſt of Heav'n: th' Angelick Choirs 
On each hand parting to his ſpeed gave way 
Through all th' Empyreal road ; till at the Gate 
Of Heay'n arriv'd, the gate ſelf-open'd wide 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 
Divine the ſov'reign Architect had fram'd. 
From hence no Cloud, or, to obſtruct his ſaght, 
Star interposd, howeyer ſmall he ſees, 
Not unconform to other ſhining Globes, 
| Earthand the Gard'n of God, with Cedats crown'd 
Above all Hills. As when by night 'the Glaſs 
Of Galileo, leſs afſurd, obſeryes 
Imagind Lands and Regions in the Moon :- - 
Or Pilot from amidſt the Cyclades: © 
Delos or Samos firſt appearing kens 
A cloudy ſpot. - Down thither prone in flight 
He ſpeeds, and through the vaſt Ethereal Sky 
Sails between Worlds and: Worlds with teddy wing 
Now on the polar wind, then with quick Fan 
Winnows 
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Winnows the bak Air; till within foar | 
Of towring Eagles, to all the Fowls he feems 
A Phenix, gazd by all, as that ſole Bird - 
When to enſhrine his relicks ir the Sun's. 
Bright Temple, to Agyptian Thebes he flics. 
At once on th' Eaſtern cliff of Paradiſe 

He lights, and to his proper ſhape returns 

A Scraph wing'd ; fix wings he wore, to ſhade 
His lineaments Divine; -the pair that clad 
Each ſhoulder broad, came-/mantling o'cr his breaſt 
With regal-Ornament : the thiddle pair: 

Girt like + ſtarry 'Zone his wafte,:and wank 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy: Gold, 


And colours dipt in Heav'n; the third his feet + 


Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd: mail * 
Sky tinctur'd grain.' Like Mai#s-Son he ſtood, 
And ſhook his Plumes, that heav'ily Fragratice Y 
The circuit wide. Streight knew' him all the Bands 
Of Angels under watch ; and to his ſtare, 

And to his meſſage high i in honour riſe ;. 


For on ſome meſſage high they gucſsd pin bound. 


Their glittering Tetshe' paſs; and now-is come 


Into the bliGfull field; chrough- Groves of 'Mytrhe; 


And flow ring Odviles Caſſia, Nard and'Balm ; 
A Wilderneſs of Swects;/for 'Nature' hcke'- 
Wantof'd'/as m hor prinde, and'play'd'zt wit 
Her Virgin Fancies, pouring forth more ea 
Wild above Rulc's# Art: enormous bliſs - 

He through the ſpicy Foreſt oifward come 
Adam diſcern'd, as in the door he fate _ 


Of his cool Bowe while now the mnoukecd Sun” : 


Shot down direct his tervid Rays to warm 


Earths inmoſt womb,tmore wartnch chan Adam a t 


_ Eve within, due at her libit prepat 'd 
9318 | - Ji 
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True appctite, and not difreliſty thirſt) 4 cl 
Of ne&rous draughs berween, from milky NR \ t, 
Berry or Grape : co wihuny ths Adani call: | 


Haſte hither, FR and Sd PL 4ight behold. 
Eaſtward among thoſe Trees what glorious ſhaps;'., | 1 
Comes this way moving,z. ems another Morn: ,' --- 
Risn on mid-noon;; ſorne great beheſt from Rel: 261 
To us perhaps he brings, and will youchſafe: 
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This day to be our: Gueſt. ,; Put go. with ſpeed, 1, - TN 
And what thy 'ſtores contain, -bring- forth and: Pour * 
Abundance, ft 40 honows And; rechave |,-;. I 21 ol cod Lane 
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Taſtes, not well joyn'd, inclegant, but bring 

Taſte after taſte upheld with, kindlieſt change, 
Beſtirs her then, and from each tender ſtalk 
Whatever Earth all-bearing Mother yields 

In dia Eaſt or Weſt, or middle Shoar 

In Pontus or the Pwunick, Coaſt, or where ks 1 
Alcinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds, in coat, 77 
Rough or ſmooth rin'd, or bearded husk, or ſhell 
She gathers, Tribute large, and on the board : 
Heaps with unſparing hand ; for drink the Grape: 
She cruſhes, inoffenſive mouſt, and meaths 

From many a berry; and from ſweet kernels preſt 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor theſe to hold 


Waats her fit yeſlels, pure, then ſtrews the ground- - 


With Roſe and odours from thee ſhrub.untum'd. 
Mean whule our primitive great Sire, to.mect 
His God-like gueſt, walks forth without more train 
Accompany d than with his own complete 
Perfections, i himſelf was all hisſtate, 

More folemn than the tediouspamp that waits 

* On Princes, when their rich Retinue long 
Of Horſes led, and Grooms beſmear'd with Gold 
Dazles the croud, and ſets them all agape. 

Nearer his preſence Adam though not awd, 

Yet with ſubmiſs approach and rey rence tmeck, 
As to a ſuperiour Nature, bowing low, © - 


Thus ſaid, Native of Heay'n, for other place 
None can than Heav'n ſuch glorious ſhape contain; 
Since by deſcending from the Thrones above; 
Thoſe happy places thou haſt deign'd a while © 
To want, and honour theſe, vauchſafe with us 
Two onely, who yet by ſovreign gifts poſleſs 
This ſpacious ground, in yonder ſhady Bower 
Sy 2 
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For dinner Go eprinia] :of taſte 19 ples: 191 \f, 
True appetite, and not difreliſh thirſt) l: = 
Of ne rous draughs berween,/fram milky NR \ !. 
Berry or Grape :- to when thus Adani calld:* 


Haſte hither, Zoe and behe Fu dight CAE "ak 
Eaſtward among thoſe Trees: what glorious ſhaps;, 
Comes this way moving,;. ems another Mora, | --» F 
Risn on mid-noon; forne great beheſt from Heay' eu! 1-4 
To us perhaps he hol aind youchſafe.,,iI.-,11 11410 
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Taſtes, not well; joyn d, inclegant, but bens 

Taſte after taſte upheld with, kindlieſt change, 
Beſtirs her then, and from each tender ſtalk 
Whatever Earth all-bearing Mother yields 

In India Eaſt or Weſt, or middle Shoar 

In Pontus or the Pwnick, Coaſt, or where 

Alcinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds, in coas, V 
Rough or ſmooth rind, or bearded husk; or ſhell 
She gathers, Tribute large, and on the board : 
Heaps with unſparing hand ; for drink the Grape, 
She cruſhes, inoffenſive mouſt, and meaths 

From many a berry; and from ſweet kernels preſt- 
She tempers dulcer creams, nor theſe to hold 


Waats her fit yeſlels, pure, then ſtrews the ground- 


With Roſe and odours from thi ſhrub .unfumd. 
Mean whule our primitive great Sire, to. meet | 
His God-hke gueſt, walks forth without more train 
Accompany d than with his own complete 
Perfections, i himſelf was all husſtate, 

More folemn than the tediouspamp that waits 

* On Princes, when their rich Retinue long 

Of Horſes led, and Grooms beſmear'd with Gold 
Dazles the croud, and ſets them all agape. 

Nearer his preſence Adam though not aw'd, 

Yet with ſubmifs approach and rey rence tneck, 

As to a ſuperiour Nature, bowing low, ' - - 


Thus ſaid, Native of Heay'n, for other place 
None can than Heav'n ſuch glorious ſhape contain, 
Since by deſcending from the Thrones above; 
Thoſe happy places thou haſt deign'd a while - 

To want, and honour theſe, vouchſafe with us 
Two onely, who yet by ſoyreign gifts poſleſs 

This ſpacious ground, in yonder ſhady Bower 

S 2 


_—— - 


To reſt, and what the Garden choiceſt bears 
To ſit and taſte; till this meridian heat * 


Bc over, and the' Sun more cool decline. 


Whom thus th' Angelick'Vertuc anſwerd-mild, 
Adam, 1 therefore came, nor art thou' ſuch” ! ** 
Created, or ſuch-place haſt here to dwell, 

As may not oft myite, though Spirits of Heayin, 
To viſit thee; lead on then where thy Bower *”- 
Ocrſhades'; for theſe mid-hours, till Ey'ning riſe, 
I have at will. So to the Sylyan Lodge | * 
They came, that like Pomona's Arbour ſmil'd- 
With flourets deck-d and fragrant ſmells ; but Eve 
Undeckt, ſave with her ſelf more loyely fair - 
Than Wood-Nymph, or the faireſt Goddeſs feign'd 
Of three that in Mount 14a naked ſtrove, 

Stood to entertainher gueſt from Heawn; no veil 
She needed, Vertue-proof, no thought/infirm 
Alter'd her check. On whom the Angel Hail 
Beſtow'd, the holy falutation us'd 

Long after to bleft Mary, ſecond Eve. 


Hail Mother of Mankind; whoſe fruitfull Womb 
Shall fill the World more num rous with thy Sons 
Than with theſe various fruits the Trees of God 
Have heap'd this Table. | Raisd. of grafly turf 
Their Table was, and moſlic ſeats had round, 

And on her ample Squareifrom fide to ſide 

All Autumn pil'd,; though Spring and Autumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while diſcourſe they hold; 
No fear left Dinner cool ; when thus began 

Our Authour. Heavy nly ſtranger, pleaſe to taſte 
Theſe bounties which cur Nouriſher, from whom 


All 
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All perte&t good unmeafurd out;-deſcends;: « 

To us for food and foridelight hath causd: 

The Earth to yield z[unſavoury: food perhaps 

To ſpiritual Natures:;nonely this 1 know, - 

That one Celeſtial Father gives to all. 


To whom the Angel, Therefore what he gives”: 
( Whoſe praiſe be ever ſung ta mary an _ 
Spiritual, may of pureſt Spirits be found -: | 
No ingratefull food :i and food alike thoſe pure 
Intelligential ſubſtances require; » - '} 
As doth your Rational: and both-contain 
Within them every! lowes faculty ; | 
Of ſenſe, wereby they hear, ſee; ſmell, touch, Am 
Taſting conco, digeſt, aſſhinulare,- - 
And corporcal 'to meorporeal tutn. : 
For know, whatever was created, rieeds -_ 
To be ſuſtain'd and:fed ; of Elements. -. 
The grofler feeds the pure, Earth the Sea, 
Earth and the Sea feed Air, the Air thoſe Fires 
Ethereal, and as loweſt firſt the Moon 
Whence in her viſage round thoſe ſpots, unpurg'd 
Vapours not yet in to her ſubſtance turn'd. 
Nor doth the Moon no nouriſhment exhale 
From her moiſt Continent to. higher Orbs. 
/The Sun that light imparts to all, receives 
From all his alimental recompence 
In humid exhalations, and at Even 
Sups with the Ocean: though in Heav'n the Trees 
Of life ambroſial frutage bear, and Vines 
Yield Nectar, though from off the boughs each Morn 
We bruſh mellifluous Dews, and find the ground 
Cover'd with pcarly grain: yet God hath hers 
Varied his bounty ſo with new delights, 


As 


— 
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As may comparg:wath Heaw'n z anid-to taſte. ., - 
Think not I ſhall benice. | So-dbwr«they fate, . 
And to their viands fell, nor:fkemingly | _ | 
The Angel, nor in muſt, the:rommon:glots: ; : :;;- 
Of Theologians, but withy keen diſpatch”: | 

Of real hunger, and concoctiye heat 

To tranſubſtantiate; what redounds, tranſpucs 
Through Spirits with caſe ;.-nor-wonder, if by firc 
Of ſooty coal the Emprick Alchimiſt... | 
Can turn, or holds it poſſible to turn. 

Metals of droflicſt Ore to perfect Gold 

. As from the Mine. Meanwhile at [Table Zve 
Miniſter d naked, and theiriflowing caps 

With pleaſant liquors exownd: O-Innocence - 
Deſerving Paradiſe! if ever}: then, ', . | 
Then had the Sons of God excuſe i have been 
Enamourd at that fightz but in thoſe hearts 

Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealoufic 

Was underſtood, the injur d Loyers Hell. 


Thus when with meats and drinks they had ſuffic'd, 
Not burthen'd Nature, ſudden mind aroſe 
In Adam, not to let th occaſion paſs 
Giv'n him by- this great Conference to know 
Of things above thus World, and of their being 
Who dwell in Heav'n, whoſe excellence he ſaw 
Tranſcend his own ſo far, whoſe radiant forms 
Divine effulgence, whoſe high Power fo far 
Exceeded humane, and his wary ſpeech 
Thus to th Empyreal Miniſter he fram'd. 


Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favour, in this honour done to man, 
Under whoſe lowly roof thou haſt youchſaf'd 
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To 


GET HD = 
To enter, and theſe carthly fruits to taſte, 


Food not of 'Angels,:yet accepted ſo, 
As that more willingly thou could it not ſeem 
At Heav'ns hugh feaſt © have fed: yet what compare? 


To whom the winged Hierarch reply d: 
O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up ro him return, 
If not deprayd from good, created all 
Such to perfection, one firſt matter all, 
Indu'd with!yatious forms, various degteces 
Of ſubſtance, and in things that live, of life z 
But more refand, more. ſpitituqus and pure, MY 
As nearer to him placd; or nearer tending 
Each in their ſeveral. aftive Spheres aſlignd; 
Till body up to ſpirit work in; bounds » : 
Proportiond to cackh/fkind, So: from the-root © 
Springs ligher che green; ſtalk, from thence the leayts' 
More airy, laſt the bright conſummare flowet © ow 


Spirits odorous breathes: flowers'and their fruit ccidl a7] 
To vital Spirits aſvird1 96 animal; Sort wife on Ihr 
To intellectual, grvcghdth lite and ſank,» «- #111 JO6MILGE 
Fancy and Underſtandinz, whence the Soul - 

Reaſon receaves, and Reaſon: sher'being,” '*: 

Diſcurſive | Or 1ntuitiye, diſcourſe rorls 31 ©»: LnS33A 
Is ofteſt yours, the later moſt 4s ours, CDC LOAD If 0 
Differing but in degree. of kind the famby cl! 1) 4 211 l 
Wonder not then, what God far you ſaw good:! ag wil 
If I refuſe not, but gonvert, as-yau” | 1) 45. hae] | 
To proper ſubſtancegime. maycogme whow m0 | 
With Angels may, paxzigipata,iand find»; vl ni 31 3b 4H 
No inconvenicnt Digg, nar'toh;bght Fare: v1 519134 10 
And from theſe corpral nutrighvats: ickieoo dgaazon) 
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Your bodics may perhaps turn all ro Spirit, ' -:; 


Improv'd by tract of time, and wingd —_Y 3.) 
Ethereal, as we, or may at choice 7 4 of 


- ” z 
- o © 


Here or in Heay'nly Paradiſes dwell ; 

If ye be found obedient, and retain 

Unalterably firm his love-entire G0, 

Whoſe Progeny you are. Mean while enjoy: 

Your fill what happineſs this happy ſtate 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. Wiki Tl 
To whom the Patriarch of Mankind reply'd;':: 

O favourable Spirit, propitious Gueſt! 6 1108 

Well haſt thou taught the way that might direet: 

Our knowledge, and the ſcale of Nature' ſet-/ /) 

From Centre to Curcumference, whereon AH) 

In contemplation of created things * 

By ſteps we may aſcend to' God. '' Bat ſay, / | 

What meant the caution joynd, if ye be Nd 

Obedient ? Can we want obedience then | 

To him, or poſſibly his love deſert | 

Who form us from the duſt, and'plac'd us "" 

Full to the utmoſt pleaſure of all blifs. - - 

Humane dclires can ſeek or reppaheat N7: LL: x 


To EA the Angel. Ps of Han at TY 

| Attend : That thou art happy, owe to God; 

That thou continuſt-ſuch; owe to thy {If 

Thar is, to thy obcdicnce 3 Therein ſand: * 

This was that.caution giv'n' thee; be advs ” Ow | 

God made thee perfect; not immutable ;" ER» TT 

And good he madc thee; but to Slorers" 7; 

He left it in thy power, ordair'd: cliy-wilt o_ FE —_ 
By nature free, -not vr ted Chl DIN9{020 Of 
AACR: or:(tri&t; necelticy; ' 92 SHofl2 (GT LANE 
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Our voluntary ſervice he requires, 

Not our neceſſitated, - ſuch with him 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find; for how 
Can hearts, nor free, be try'd whether they ſerve 
Willing or no, who will but what they muſt 
By Deſtiny, and can no other chuſe ? 

My ſelf and all th' Angelick Hoaſt that ſtand 
In fight of God enthron'd, our happy ſtate 
Hold, as ye yours, while our obedience holds; 
On other ſurety none ; freely we ſerve, 
Becauſe we freely love, as in our will 

To love or not; in this we ſtand or fall : 

And ſome are falln, to diſobedience fall 'n, 
And fo from Heavn to deepeſt Hell; O fall 
From what high ſtate of bliſs into what woe! 


To whom our 'graat Progenitor. Thy words 


Attentive, and with more delightfull Ear, 
Divine Inſtructor, I have heard, than when 


Cherubick Songs by night from neighbring Hills 


Aerial Muſick ſend: nor knew 1, not + 

To be both Will and Decd created free; 
Yet that we never ſhall forget to love 

Our Maker, and obey him whoſe command 
Single, is yet ſo juſt, my conſtant thoughts 


Aſſurd me, and ſtill aſſure: though what thou tell it 
Hath paſsd in Heav'n, ſome doubt within me move, 


But more deſire to hear, 1f thou conſent, 

The full relation, which muſt needs be ſtrange, 
Worthy of ſacred 1ilence to be heard ; 

And we have yct large day, for ſcarce the Sun 
Hath finiſh'd half his journey, and ſcarce begins 
His other half in-the great Zone of Heayn. 


T 
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Thus Adam made requeſt, and Raphael! 
After ſhort pauſe affenting, thus began : 


High matter thou injoynft me, O prime of men, 
Sad task and hard, for how ſhalbI relate 
To humane ſenſe th' inviſible exploits 
Of warring Spirits ; how without remorſe 
The ruine of fo many glorious once 
And perfect whule they ſtood ; how laſt unfold 
The ſecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawfull to reveal ?: yet for thy good 
This is diſpenc'd, and what ſurmounts: the reach 
Of humarie ſenſe, I ſhall delineate fo, 
By lik'ning ſpiritual to corporeal forms, 
As may expreſs them beſt, though what if Earth 
Be but a ſhadow of Heay'n, and thirſis therein 
Each t other like, more than on Earth is thought ? 


As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild. 
| Reignd where theſe Heay'ns now roll, where Earth now reſts 
Upon her Centre poisd, when on a day 
( For time, though in Erernity, apply'd 
To motion, meaſures all-chings durable 
By preſent, paſt and future ) on ſuch day | 
As Heay'ns great year brings forth, th' emperial Hoaſt 
| Of Angels by Imperial furmmons calld, 
Innumerable before th Almighty's Throne 

Forthwith from all the ends of Heav'n appear'd 
Under their Hierarchs in ofders bright 
Ten thouſand thouſand Enfigns high adyanc'd, 
Standards and Gonfalons 'twixt Van and Rere. 
Stream in the Air, and for diftin&tion ſerve 
Of Hierarchies, of Orders and Degrees ; 

Or 
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Or in their glittering Tifſues bear imblaz'd 

Holy Memoraals, acts of Zeal and Love 

Recorded eminent. Thus when in Orbs 

Of circuit inexpreſſible they ſtood, 

Orb within Orb, the Father infinite, 

By whom in bliſs imboſom'd, fate the Son TS Rec: 


Amidft as from a flaming Mount, whoſe top 
Brightneſs had made inviſible, thus ſpake. 


Hear all ye Angels, Progeny of Light 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Powers, 
Hear my Decree, which unreyok'd ſhall ftand. 
This day have I begot whom I declare 
My onely Son, and on this holy Hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 
At my right hand; your Head I him appoint; 
And by my ſelf have ſworn to him ſhall bow 
All knees in Heav'n, and ſhall confe him Lord : 
Under his great Vice-gerent Reign abide 
United as one individual Soul 
For ever happy :  hum'who diſobeys 
Me diſobeys, breaks union, .and that day 
Caſt out from God and bleſſed vifion, falls 
Inc utter darkneſs, deepingultr, his place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end. 


So ſpake tht Ommpotent, arid with his words | 
All cem'd well pleasd, all ſeem'd, but were not all ; 
That day, as other ſolemn days, they ſpene 
In ſong and dance about the facred Hill, 

Myſtical dance, which yonder Starry Spherc 

Of Planets and of faxtriny all her Wheels // | 
Reſembles nearcſt, mazes intricate; 

Eccentrick, intervoly'd; yct regular | 
ST *. Then 
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Then moſt, when-moft irregular rey ſeem, 

And in their motions harmony Divine-: 

So ſmooths her charming tones, that God's own car 
Liſtens delighted. Evcningnow approachd. * 

( For we have alſo our Evening: and our _ 

We ours for change delectable, not need ).-! ir 
Forthwith from dance to'fweet repaſt they currt 
Defirous; all in Circles as they ſtood, LE 
Tables arc ſet, and on a ſudden pil'd 

With Angels Food, and rubicd Ne&tar flows [';, -_; ! 
In Pearl, in Diamond, and»maflie Gold;:: : iT 
Fruit of delicious: Vines, the growthiof Heav'n.: 

On flowers reposd, and with freſh flowrets crownd, 
They eat, they drink, andin communion OD: 

Quaff immortality and joy, ſecure ::i ir | 111 + :-; 

Of ſurfeit where full meaſtire onely Rt 1s 
Exceſs, before th all bountebus King, 'who ſhowr'd : 

With copious hand, :rejoyting ih their joy. 14 

Now when ambroſial Night with Clouds txhal'd 
From that high mount of God; whence hght and ſhade -: 
Spring both, the face of  brigheft' Heav'h had chang - 
To gratcfull Twikght,:( For Nightaomes not; there 

In darker val )-roſcate Dews diſpogd. :- > -: iis, 
All but th' unſleeping eyes bf 'God:toreſt, ::: 331 © 
Wide over all the Plane; and wider far. | i. {+ + 
Than all this globous Earth in Plane outſpread, 
(Such arc the Courts of God, ) ThiAngelick throng 
Diſperſt in. Bands'and Files cheir Capjap cxtetid / 

By living Strcams-among'the Troes of Lite, | -- 
Pavilions numberleſs; and fudden reard, .. |, !- 
Celeſtial Ti where they flepe _ > 
Fann'd with cool Wwmde, Alvothoſe whom their coure 
Meclodious ds abour che ſov'rcegacThrone:: 
Alternate all night long: [but nor  wakd ni - 


Satan 
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Satan, fo call him now, his former name 

Is heard no more in Heavn; he of the firſt, 

If not the firſt Arch-angel, great in Power, 

In favour and pre-eminence, yet fraught 

With envy againſ the Son of God, that day 
Honour'd by his great Father, and prochimd 

Mefiah King anointed, could not bear | 

Through pride that ſight, and thought himſelf impair d. 
Deep malice thence concerving and diſdain, 

Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour 
Friendlieſt to ſleep and filence, he reſold 

With all his Legions to diflodge; and leave 
Uuworſhipd, unobey'd the Throne ſupreme 
Contempruous, and his next ſubordinate: 

Awak'ning, thus to wa in ſecret you 


Sleep thou, Candi PA what is cancloſe 
Thy eye-lids? and remembreſt what Decree 
Of yeſterday, fo late hath paſt the lips 
Of Heav'ns Almighty. Thow to: me thy thoughts: - 
Waſt wont, I mine/to'thee was/wont tGdmpart ; 
Both waking we were one; how then :cati now. |. 
Thy ſleep diflent z new Laws thou fſeeſt: impos'd ;; 1 
New Laws from hun whoreigns, new minds may raiſe 
In us who ſerve, new Counſels, to debate; | 
What doubtfull may enſue, more in this place - - 
To utter is not ſafe... Aſſemble thou +; [3 66; 
Of all thoſe Myriads which we lead the Chict; 
Tell them that by command, er yet dim Night! 
Her ſhadowy Cloud withdraws, I am to haſte, 
And all who under me their Banners way, 
Homeward with flymg march where we rofſefs 
The Quarters of the Neth, there ta prepare 
Fit entertainment to receive our King + X00 
EN The 
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The great Megiah, and his new commands, 
Who ſpeedily through all the Hicrarchies 
Intends to pals triumphant, and give Laws. 


So ſpake the falſe Arch-Angel, and infus'd 
Bad influence into th unwary breaſt 
Of his Aſſociate ; he together calls, 
Or ſeveral one by one, the Regent Powers, 
Under him Regent, tells, as he was taught, 
That the moſt High commanding, now e'cr Night, 
Now cer dim Night had difincumberd Heay'n, 
The great Hierarchal Standard was to move ; 
Tells the ſuggeſted cauſe, and caſts between 
Ambiguous words and jealouſics to found 
Or taint integrity ; but all obeyd 
The wonted ſignal, and ſuperiour voice 
Of this great Potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heay'n; 
His count'nance, as the Morning Star that guides 
The Starry flock, allur-d them, and with lics 
Drew after him the third part of Heav'ns Hott : 
Mean while the Eternal eye, whoſe ſight diſcerns 
Abſtruſeſt thoughts from forth his holy Mount 
And from within the golden Lamps that burn 
Nightly before him, ſaw without their lighe 
Rebellion riſing, ſaw in whom, how ſpread 
Among the Sons of Morn, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppoſe his high Decree; 
And ſmiling, to his onely Son thus ſaid. 


Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full reſplendence, Heir of all my might, 
Nearly it now concerns us to be ſurc 
Of our Omnipotence, and with what Arms 


We 
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We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of Deity or Empare, ſuch a foc 

Is riſing, who intends t erect his Throne 
Equal to ours, throughout the ſpatious North ; 
Nor ſo content, hath in his thought to try 

In Battel, what our Pow' 1s, or our Right. 
Let us adyiſe, and to this hazard draw 

With ſpeed what force 1s lefr, and all employ 
In our defence, leſt unawares we loſe . 

This our high place, our Sanctuary, our Hill. 


To whom the Son, with calm aſpect and clcar 
Lightning Divine, ineffable, ſcrene, 
Made anſwer. Mighty Father, thou thy foes 
Juſtly haſt in deriſion, and ſecure 
Laughſ at their vain deſigns and tumults vain, 
Matter to me of Glory, whom their hate 
Illuſtrates, when they ſee all regal Power 
Givn me to quell their pride, and in event 
Know whether I be dextrous to ſubdue 
Thy Rebels, or be found the worſt in Heav'n. 


So ſpake the Son, but Satan with his Pow'rs 
Far was advancd on winged ſpecd, an Hoaſt 
Innumerable as the Stars of Night, 

Or Stars of Morning, Dew-drops, which the Sun 
Impearls on every leat and every flower. 
Regions they paſsd, the mighty Regencics, 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and Thrones 
In their triple Degrees, «Regions to which 
All thy Dominion, Adam, is no more 
Than what this Garden is to all the Earth, 
And all the Sea, from one entire globoſe 
Stretchd into Longitude ; which having paſs'd 
At 
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At length into the limits of the North 

They came, and Satan to his royal Seat 
High on a Hill, far blazing, as a Mount 
Raisd on a Mount, with Pyramids and Towers 
From Diamond Quarries hew'n, and Rocks of Gold, 
The Palace of great Lucifer, (fo call 

That Structure in the Diale&t of men 
Interpreted, ) which not long after, he 
Aﬀecting all cquality with God, 

In imitation of that Mount whereon 

Meſffah was declard in fight of Heavn 

The Mountain of the Congregation call d 

For thither he afſembl'd all his Train, 
Pretending ſo commanded to conſult 

About the great reception of their King, 
Thuther to come, and with calumnious Art 
Of counterfeited truth thus held their Ears, 


Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow rs, 
It theſe magnifick Titles yet remain 
Not merely titular, ſince by Decree 
Another now hath to himſelf ingroſsd 
All Powr, and us eclipsd under the name 
Of King anointed, for whom all this haſte 
Of midnight march, and hurricd mecting here, 
This onely to conſult, how we may beſt 
With what may be devisd of honours new 
Receive him coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proſtration vile, 
Too much to one, but double how endur'd, 
To One and to his Image now proclaim : 
Bur what 1f better counſels might erect 
Our minds, and tcach us to caſt off this Yoke ? 
Will ye ſubmut your necks, and chuſc to bend 
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The ſupple knee ? ye will nor, 1f I truſt 

To know you right, or if ye know your ſelves 
Natives and Sons of Heay'n poſſcſsd betore 
By none, and if not equal all, yet free, 
Equally free ; for Orders and Degrees 

Jar not with liberty, but well conſiſt. 

Who can 1n reaſon then or right aſſume 
Monarchy over ſuch as live by right 

His cquals, if in power and ſplendour [cſs, 
In freedom cqual ? or can introduce 

Law and Edic&t on us, who without Law 
Err not, much leſs for this to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration to th abuſc 

Of thoſe Imperial Titles, which aſlcrr 

Our being ordain'd to govern, not to ſcrye? 


Thus far his bold diſcourſe without controll 
Had audience, when among the Seraphim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal adord 
The Deity, and d:vine commands obey'd, 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal ſevere 
The current of his fury thus oppos'd. 


O argument blaſphemous, falſe, and proud! 
Words which no Ear ever to hear in Heay'n 
Expected, leaſt of all from thee, ingrate, 
In place thy ſelf fo high above thy Peers. 
Canſt thou with impious obloquy condemn E 6 
The juſt Decree of God, pronounc'd and ſworn. | 
That to his onely Son by right cndu'd | 
With Regal Sceptre, eyery Soul in Heav'n 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
Conteſs him rightfull King? unjuſt thou ſay'ſt 
Flatly uryult, co bind with Laws the free 
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And equal over cquals to [ct reign, 

One over all with unſucceeded pow r. 

Shalt thou give Law to God, ſhalt chou diſpute 
With him the points of liberty, who made 

Thee what thou art, and form'd the Pow rs of Heay'n 
Such as he pleasd, and circumſcribd their being ? 
Yet by experience taught we know how good, 

And of our good, and of our dignity 

How provident he is, how far from thought 

To make us leſs, bent rather to exalrt 

- Our happy ſtate under one Head more near 

United. But to grant it thee unjuſt, 

Thar cqual over cquals Monarch Reign : 

Thy (elf, though great and glorious, doſt thou count, 
Or all Angelick Nature join'd in one, 

Equal to hum begotten Son, by whom 

As by his Word the mighty Father made 

All things, ev'n thee, and all the Spirits of Heav'n 
By him created in their bright degrees, 

Crownd them with Glory, and to their Glory nam'd 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow rs, 
Eſſential Powers, nor by his Reign obſcur'd, 

But more illuſtrious made, ſince he the Head 

One of our number thus reducd becomes, 

His Laws our Laws, all honour to him done 
Returns our own? Ceaſe then this impious rage, 
And tempt not theſe, but haſt'n to appeaſe 

Thr incenſed Father and th' incenſed Son, 

Whule Pardon may be found in time beſought. 


So ſpake the fervent Angel, but his zeal 
None ſeconded, as out of ſcafon judg'd, 
Or {ingular and raſh, whereat rejayc'd 
Th' Apoſtate, and more haughty thus reply'd. 
That 
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That we were form'd then fay'it thou? and the work 

Of ſecondary hands, by task transfer d _ _ 

From Father to his $689]? ſtrange-point and new ! | 
Doctrine which we wonld know whence learnt: who ſaw 
When this creation was? remembreſt thou 

Thy making, while the Maker; gave the being ? 

We know no time when we were not as now ; 

Know none before us ſe}-begor, felraisd 

By our own quickning power, when fatal courſe 

Had circl'd his tul} Odby the birth mature 

Of this our native Heav'n, Echereal Sons; 

Our Puiſlance is our own, our own right hand 

Shall teach us higheſt deeds, by. proof to try 

Who is our cqual:- then thou ſhalt behold 

Whether by ſupplication we intend 

Addreſs, and to begirt th Almighty Throne 

Beſceching or befieging. This report, ' 

Theſe tidings carry to th anointed: King ; 

And fly, cer evil intercept thy flight. 


He faid, and as the found of waters deep 
Hoarſe murmur echod to his words applauſe 
Through the infinite? Hoaft ; nor Ie for that 
The flaming Seraph fearlels, though alone 
Encompals'd round with foes, thus anſwer'd bold. 


O alicnace from God, O ſpirit accurſt, 
Forſaken of all good; I fee thy fall 
Determin'd, and thy hapleſs crew involvy'd 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion ſpread 
Both of thy crime and puniſhment: henceforth 
No more be troubld how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Meſtah ; thoſe indulgent Laws 
Wil not be now vouchſaf'd , other Decrees | 

V 2 Againſt 
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Againſt thee are gone forth without recall; 
[That Golden Sceptre which thou didſt reject, 
Is now an Iron Rod to bruiſe and-break 
Thy diſobedience. Well thou didft adviſc, 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 

Theſe wicked Tents devoted, left the wrath 
Impendent, raging into ſadden flame 
Diſtingutſh not: for ſoon expect to feel 

His Thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
Then who created thee lamenting learn, 
When who can uncreate thee thou ſhalt know. 


So ſpake the Seraph Abdel faithfull found, 
Among the faithleſs, faichfull onely he ; 
Among innumerable falſe, unmoy'd, 
Unſhakn, unſeduc'd, unterrifid, 
His Loyalty he kept, his Love, his Zeal ; 
Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth, or change his conſtant mind 
Though ſingle. From anudſt them forth he paſsd, 
Long way through hoſtile ſcorn, which he ſuſtaind 
Superiour, nor of violence feard ought ; 
And with retorted ſcorn his back he turn'd 
On thoſe proud Towr's to ſwift deſtruction doom'd. 


The End of the Fifth Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Raphael continues to relate how Michael and Gabriel were 
ſent forth to battle againſt Satan and his Angels. The firſt 
Fight deſcribd : Satan and his Powers retire under Night : 
He calls a Council, invents deviliſh Engines, which in the 
ſecond days Fight put Michael and his Angels to ſome diſor- 
der ; but they at length pulling up Mountains overwheln'd 
both the Force and Machines of Satan : Tet the Tumult not ſo 
ending , God on the third day ſends Meſſiah his Son, for 
whom he had reſers#d the Glory of that Viftory : He in the 
Power of his Father coming to the place, and cauſing all his 
Legions to ſtand ſtill on either fide, with his Chariot aud 
Thunder driving into the midſt of his Enemies, purſues them 
unable to reſiſt towards the wall of Heaven , which opening, 
they leap down with horrour and confuſion into the place of 
puniſhment, prepar'd for them in the Deep : Meſſiah returns 
with triumph to his Father. 


LL night the dreadleſs Angel unpurſud (Morn, 
Through Heav'ns wide Champain held his way, till 
Wak' by the circhng hours, with roſic hand 
Unbarr'd the Gates of Light. There is a Cave 
Within the Mount of God, faſt by his Throne, 
Where Light and Darkneſs in perpetual round 
Lodge and diſlodge by turns, which makes through Heavn 
Grazctull 
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Gratctull yiciſgrude, like Day and Night ; 

Light iſſues forth, and at the other door 

Obſequious darkneſs enters, till her hour 

To yell the Heayn, thouglrdarknefs therg nught well 
Seem twilight hefe'; and now went forth the Morn 
Such as in higheſt Heav'n, array'd in Gold 

Empyreal, from before her vaniſht Night, 

Shot through with orient Beams : when all the Plain 
Coverd with thick embattelld Squadrons bright, 
Chariots and flaming Arms, and ftery-Steeds 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, firſt met his view : 

War he perceiv'd, war in procinct, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought 

To haye reported: gladly then he mixt 

Among thoſe friendly Powers who him receiv d 
With joy and acclamations loud, that one 

That of ſo many Myriads fall'n, yet one 

Return'd not loſt : On to the ſacred hill 

They led him high applauded, and preſent 

Before the Scat ſupreme ; from whence a voice 
From midſt a Golden Cloud thus nuld was heard. 


Servant of God, well done, well haſt thou faughe 
The better fight, who fingle haſt maintain'd 
Againſt revolted multitudes the Cauſe 
Of cruth, in word mughricr then they in Arms ; 
And for the teſtimony of Truth haſt born 
Univerſal reproach, tar worſe to bear 
Than violence: for this was all thy care 
To ſtand approvy'd in {ight of God, though Worlds 
Judgd thee perverſe: the cafier conqueſt now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoaſt of friends, 

' Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Than ſcorn'd thou didſt depart, and to ſubdue 
| By 
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By force, who reaſon for their Law retuſc, 
Right rcaſon for their Law, and for their King 
Meſſiah, who by right of merit reigns. 

Go Michael, of Celcitial Armies Prince, 

And thou in Military Proweſs next, 

Gabriel, lead forth to Battel theſe my Sons 
Invincible, lead forth my Saints 

By Thouſands and by Milhons rang for fight, 
Equal in number to that Godleſs crew 
Rebellious, them with Fire and hoſtile Arms 
Fearleſs aſſault, and to the brow of Heav'n 
Purſuing drive them out from God and blits, 
Into their place of puniſhment, the Gulf 

Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 

His fiery Chaos to receive their fall. 


= 


So ſpake the Sov reign voice, and Clouds began 
To darken all the Hill, and fmoke to roll 
In dusky wreaths, reluEtant flames, the ſign 
Of wrath awak'd : nor with leſs dread the loud 
Ethereal Trumpet from on high 'gan blow : 
At which command the Powers Militant, 
That ſtood for Heav'n, in mighty Quadrate join'd 
Of Union irreſiſtible moyd on 
In filence their bright Legions to the ſound 
Of inſtrumental Harmony that breath'd 
Heroick Ardour to adventrous deeds 
Under their God-like Leaders, in the Cauſe 
Of God and his Mefiah. On they move 
Indiflolubly firm ; nor obvious Hill, 
Nor ſtraitning Vale, nor Wood, nor Stream divides 
- "Their perfect ranks; for high above the ground 
Their march was, and the paflive Air up bore 
Their nimble tread, as when the total kind 
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Ot Birds in orderly array on wing 

Came ſummon'd over Eder to receive 

Their names of thee ; ſo over many a tract 

Of Heav'n they march'd, and many a Province wide 
Tenfold the length of this terrene : at laſt 

Far in th' Horizon to the North appear d 

From skirrt to skirt a fiery Region, ſtretch d 

In battailous aſpe&t, and nearer view 

Briſt'd with upright beams innumerable 

Of rigid Spcars, and Helmets throng'd, and Shuclds 
Various, with boaſtfull Argument portraid, 

The banded Powers of Satan haſting on 

With furious expedition ; for they ween'd 

That felf ſame day by fight, or by ſurprize 

To win the Mount of God, and on his Throne 

To ſet the Envier of his State, the proud 

Aſpirer, but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain 

In the mid way: though ſtrange to us it ſeem'd 

At firſt, that Angel ſhould with Angel war, 

And in fierce hoaſting meet, who wont to meet 

So oft in Feſtivals of joy and love 

Unanimous, as ſons of one great Sire 

Hymning th Eternal Father : but the ſhout 

Of Batre] now began, and ruſhing ſound 

Of onſet ended, ſoon each milder thought. 

High in the midſt exalted as a God 

Th Apoſtate in his Sun-bright Chariot ſate 

Idol of Majeſty Divine, enclosd 

With flaming Cherubim, and golden Shields; 
Then lighred from his gorgeous Throne, for now 
'Twixt Hoaſt and Hoaſt but narrow ſpace was left, 
A dreadfull intervall, and Front to Front 
Preſented ſtood in ternble array 

Ot hideous length : before the clcudy Van, 
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On the rough edge of Battel cer it joy nd, 
Satan with vaſt and haughty ſtrides advanc'd, 
Came tow ring, armd in Adamant and Gold; 
Abdiel that fight endurd-not, where he ſtood 
Among the mughtieſt, bent on higheſt deeds, 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 


O Heayn ! that ſuch reſemblance of the Higheſt 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty 
Remain not; wheretore ſhould not ſtrength and might 
There fail where Vertue fails, or weakeſt prove 
Where boldeſt ; though to ſight unconquerable ? 
His puiſfance, truſting in th Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whoſe Reaſon I haye:try'd 
Unſound and falſe ; nor is it'ought but uſt, 
That he who in debate of Truth hath won, 
Should win in Arms, in both diſputes alike 
Victor ; though brutiſh that conteſt and foul, 
When Reaſon hath to deal with Force; yer fo 
Moſt reaſon 1s, that Reaſon overcome. 


So pondering, and from his armed Peers . 
Forth ſtepping oppoſite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more . 
Incensd, and thus ſecurely hind :defi'd.  :: 


Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to haye reach'd 
The height of thy afpiring unoppos'(d, 
The Throne of God unguarded; and his'fide 
Abandon'd at the terrour of thy power - | 
Or potent tongue; fool, not to think how vain 
Againſt th Omnipotent to riſe irr Arms ; 
Who our of ſmalleſt things-could without end 


Have raisd inceſſant Armies to defear 
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Thy folly ; or with ſolitary hand 

Reaching beyond all limit at one blow 

Unaided could have finiſh'd thee, and whelm'd 

Thy Legions under darkneſs; but thou ſceſt 

All are not of thy Train ; there be who Faith 
Prefer, and Piety to God, though then 

To thee not viſible, when I alone 

Seem in thy World erroneous to diſlent 

From all : my Sect thou ſcelt, nuw learn too late 
How tcw ſometimes may know, when thouſands err. 


Whom the grand foe with skornfull Eye askance 
Thus anſwer'd. III for thee, but in wiſh'd hour 
Of my revenge, firſt ſought for thou return'ſt 
From flight , ſeditious'Angel , to receive. 

Thy merited reward; the firſt aſſay 

Of this right hand revok'd, ſince firſt that tongue 
Inſpir d with contradiction-durſt-oppoſe 

A third part of the Gods, in Synod mer 

Their Deities to aflert, who while they feel 
Vigour Divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to.none. But well thou:com't 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 

- From me ſome Plume, that thy ſucceſs may ſhew 
Deſtruction to the reſt : :this pauſe between 
(Unanſwer'd leſt thou boaſt) to let thee know; 
Ac firſt I thoughe that Liberty and Heavin 

To Heay 'nly Souls had been all one z but now 

I ſce that moſt; ehrough floth had rarher ſerve, 
Miniſtring Spirits, train'd up in Feaſt and Song ; 
Such haſt thou arm'd, the Minſtrelfic of Heay'n, 
Servility with freedom to contend, 

As both their deeds compar this day ſhall proye. 


To 
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To whom in brief thus Abdiel ſtern reply d. 
Apoſtate, ſtil] thou errit, nor end wilt find 
Of crring, from the path of truth remote : 
Unjuſtly thou deprav it with the name 
Of Servitude, to ſerve whom God ordains, 
Or Nature; God and Nature bid the ſame, 
When he who rules is worthicſt, and cxcells 
Them whom he governs. Thus 1s ſervitude, 
To ſerve th' unwiſe, or him who hath rebell'd 
Againſt his worthier, as thine now ſerve thee, 
Thy ſclf not free, but to thy (clt enthrall'd: 
Yet lewdly dar'ſt our miniſtring upbraid, 
Reign thou in Hell, thy Kingdom, let me ſerye 
In Heay!n God ever bleſt, and his Divine 
Bcheſts obey, worthicſt to be obeyd, 
Yet Chains in Hell, not Realms expe&: mean while 
From me return, as erſt thou ſaidſt, from flight, 
This greeting on thy 1mp1ous Creſt receiye. 


So ſaying, a noble ſtroke he lifted high, 
Which hung not, but fo ſwift with tempeſt fell 
On the proud Creſt of Satan, that no ſight, 
Nor motion of ſwift thought, leſs could his Shield 
Such ruine intercept : ten paces huge 
He back recoil d ; the tenth on bended knee 
His maſſie Spear upſtaid ; as if on Earth 
Winds under ground or waters forcing way 
$idelong, had puſht a Mountain from his ſcat 
Half ſunk with all his Pines. Amazement ſeisd 
The rcbel Thrones, but greater rage to ſec 
Thus foil'd their mighticſt, ours joy fll'd, and ſhour, 
Preſage of Victory andfierce defire 
Of Battel : whereat Michael bid found 
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Th Arch-Angel trumpet ; through the vaſt of Heavn 
It ſounded, and the faithfull Armies rung 
Hoſanna to the Higheſt : nor ſtood at gaze 
The adverſe Legions, nor lets hideous joyn'd 
The horrid ſhock : now ſtorming fury roſe, 

And clamour ſuch as heard in Heay'n till now 
Was never, Arms on Armour claſhing bray'd 
Horrible diſcord, and the madding Wheels 

Of brazen Chariots rag'd; dire was the noiſc 
Of conflict ; over head the diſmal hiſs 

Of fiery Darts in flaming vollies flew, 

And flying vauled either Hoſt with fire. 

So under fiery Cope together ruſh'd 

Both Battels main, with ruinous aſfaulc 

And inextinguiſhable rage; all Heav'n 
Reſounded, and had Earth been then, all Earth 
Had to her Centre ſhook. What wonder ; when 
Millions of fierce encountring Angels fought 
On cither ſide, the leaſt of whom could wield 
"Theſe Elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their Regions: how much more of Power 
Army againſt Army numberleſs to raiſe 
Dreadfull combuſtion warring, and diſturb, 
Though not deſtroy, their happy Native ſear ; 
Had not th Eternal King Omnipotent 

From his ſtrong hold of Heav'n high over-rul'd 
And limited their might ; though numbred ſuch 
As each divided Legion might have ſcenvd 

A num'rous Hoſt, in ſtrength each armed hand 
A Legion, led in fight, yet Leader ſcem'd 

Each Warriour ſingle as in Chief, expert 

When to advance, or ſtand, or turn the ſway 
Of Bartel, open when, and when to cloſe 

The ridges of grim War ; no thought of flight, 
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None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 

That argu'd fear ; cach on himſelf rely'd, 

As onely in his arm the moment lay 

Of victory ; deeds of eternal fame 

Were done, but infinite : for wide was ſpread 
That War and various; ſometimes on firm ground 
: A ſtanding fight, then ſoaring on main wing 
Tormented all the Air; all Air ſeem'd then 
Conflicting Fire : long time in eyen ſcale 

The Battel hung ; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious power had ſhewn, and met in Arms 
No equal, ranging through the dire attack 

Of fighting Seraphim contusd, at length 

Saw where the Sword of Michael ſmote, and fell'd % 
Squadrons at once, with huge two-handed ſway 
Brandiſht aloft the horrid edge came down 
Wide waſting ; ſuch deſtruction ro withſtand 
He haſted, and opposd the-rocky Orb 

Of ten-fold Adamant, his ample Shield 

A vaſt circumference : Ar his approach 

The great Arch-Angel from his warlike toil 
Surceas'd, and glad as hoping here to end 
Inteſtine War in Heav'n, th' Arch-foe ſubdud 
Or Captive draggd in Chains, with hoſtile frown 
And viſage all enflamd firſt thus began. 


Authour of evil, unknown till thy revolr, 
Unnam'd in Heav'n, now plenteous, as thou ſeelſt 
Theſe Acts of hatcfull rife, hatefull to all 
Though heavieſt by juſt meaſure on thy (elf 
And thy adherents: how haſt thou diſturb'd 
Heav'ns bleſſed peace, and into Nature brought 
Miſery, uncreatcd till the crime 
Of thy Rebellion > how haſt chou inſtill'd 

Thy 
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Thy malice into thouſands, once upright 

And faithfull, now prov'd falſe But think nor here 
To trouble Holy Reſt ; Heavn caſts thee our 
From all the Configes. Heav'n the ſeat of bliſs 
Brooks not the works of violence and: War, 

Hence then, and evil go with thee along 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, Hell, 

Thou and thy wicked crew ; there mingle broils, 
Eer this avenging Sword begin thy doom, 

Or ſome more ſudden yengeance wing'd from God 
Precipitatc thee with augmented pain. 


So ſpake the Prince of Angels; to whom thus 
The Adverfary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of acry threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canſt not. - Haſt thou turn'd the leaſt of theſe 
To flight, or if co fall, but that they riſe 
Unvanquuſhe, eafzer to tranſact with me 
That thou ſhouldſt hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chaſe me hence? err not that ſo ſhall end 
The ſtrife which thou call'ſt evil, but we ſtyle 
The ſtrife of Glory, which we mean to win, 
Or turri this Heav'n it ſelf into the Hell 
Thou fableſt, here however to dwell free, 
If not to reign: mean while thy utmoſt force, 
And joyn hum nam'd Alnighty to thy aid, 
I flic not, bur have ſought thee far and nigh. 


They cnded parle, and both addreſt for fight 
Unſpeakable ; for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or co what things 
Liken on Earth conſpicuous, that may lift 
Humane imagination to ſuch height 
Of Godlike Power ? for like Gods they ſeem'd, 
Stood 
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Stood they or movd, in ſtature, motion, arms 
Fit to decide the Empire of great Heavn. 

Now wavy d their fiery Swords, and in the Air 
Made horrid Circles ; two broad Suns their Shields 
Blaz'd oppoſite, while expectation ſtood 

In horrour ; from each hand with ſpeed retird 
Where erſt was thickeſt fight, th Angelick throng, 
And lett large field, unſate within the wind 

Of ſuch commotion, ſuch as to ſer forth 

Great things by ſmall, if Natures concord broke, 
Among the Conſtellations war were ſprung, 
Two Planets ruſhing from aſpe&t malign 

Of fierceſt oppoſition in mid Sky, 

Should combat, and jarring Spheres confound. 
Together both with next to Almighty Arme, 
Uplifted imminent one ſtroke they aim'd 

That might determine, and not need repeat, 

As not of powr at once: nor odds appear'd 

In might or ſwift prevention; but the Sword 
Of Michael from the Armoury of God 

Was givn him temper'd fo, that neither keen 
Nor ſolid might reſiſt that edge : it met 

The Sword of Satan with ſteep force to ſmite 
Deſcending, and in halt cut ſhiere, nor ſtaid, 

But with ſwift whcel reverſe, deep ent'ring ſhard 
All his right fide ; then Satar firſt knew pain, 
And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd; fo fore 
The griding Sword with diſcontinuous wound 
Paſsd through hum, but th Ethereal ſubſtance clos 
Not long diviſible, and from the gaſh 

A ſtream of Nectarous humour iſſuing flow'd 
Sanguine, ſuch as Celeſtial Spicits may bleed, 
And all his Armour ſtaind cr while fo bright. 
Forthwith on all ſides to his aid was run 


By 
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By Angels many and ſtrong, who interposd _ 
Defence, while others bore him on their Shields _. 
Back to his Chariot; where it ſtood retird 

From off the files of war, there they him laid 
Gnaſhing for anguiſh and deſpight and ſhame 

To find himſelt not matchle(s, and his pride 
Hutbl'd by ſuch rebuke fo far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power. 

Yet ſoon he heal'd ; for Spirits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail man 

In Entrails, Heart or Head, Liver or Reins ; 

Cannot but by annihilating die ; 

Nor 1n their liquid texture mortal wound 

Receive no more than can the fluid Air : 

All Heart they live, all Head, all Eye, all Ear, 

All Intellect, all Senſe, and as they pleaſe, 

They limb themſelves, and colour, ſhape or ſize 
Aſſume, as likes them beſt, condenſe or rare. 


Mean while in other parts like deeds deſery'd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabrie/ fought, 
And with fierce Enſigns pierc'd the deep array . 
Of Moloc furious King, who him defi d, 
And at his Chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threatn'd, nor from the Holy One of Heav'n 
Refrain'd his tongue blaſphemous; but anon 
Down cloy'n to the waſte, with ſhatter'd Arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On cach wing 
Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe, 
Though huge, and ina Rock of Diamond arm'd, 
Vanquiſhd Adramaleck, and Aſmadai, _ 
Two potent Thrones, that to. be leſs than Gods 
Diſdain'd, but mcanner thoughts learn'd in their flight, 
Mangld with ghaſtly wounds through Plate and Mail,  : 


Nor 
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Nor ftood unmindfull Abdie/ to annoy 

The Atheiſt crew, but with redoubl'd blow 
Ariel and Arioc, and the violence 

Of Ramiel (corchd and blaſted overthrew. 

I might relate of thouſands, and their names 
EFrerhize here on Earth ; but thoſe elect 
Angels contenied with their fame in Heavn 
Seck not the praiſe of men: the other ſort 

In might though wondrous and in Acts of War, 
Nor of Renown leſs eager, yet by -doom 

' Cancell'd from Heav'n and ſacred memory, 
Nameleſs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 

For ſtrength from Truth divided and trom Juſt, 
Illaudable, nought merits but diſpraiſe 

And 1gnomuny, yct to glory aſpires 

Vain glorious, and through infamy ſeeks fame : 
Therefore Eternal filence be their doom. 


And now their mightieſt quel[l'd, the battel ſwerv'd, 
With many an inrode gord ; deformed rout 
Entcr'd, and foul diſorder ; all the ground 
With ſhiver d armour ſtrown, and on a heap 
Chariot and Charioticr lay overturn'd 
And fiery toaming Steeds ; what ſtood, recoy ['d 
O'erwearicd, through the faint Satanick Hoſt 
Defenſive ſcarce, or with pale fear ſurpriz'd, 
Then firſt with fear ſurpriz'd and ſenſe of pain 
Fled 1gnomimious, to ſuch evil brought 
By fin of diſobedience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 

Far otherwiſe th inviolable Saints 

In Cubick Phalanx firm adyanc entire, 
Invulnerable, impenetrably arm : 

Such high adyantages their innocence 


Y Gave 
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Gave them above their foes, not to have fin'd, 
Not to have difobeyd;- in fight they ſtood 


Unwearicd, unobnox1ous to bc pain'd 
By wound, though from their place by violence moyd. 


Now Night her courſe began, and over Heav'n 
Inducing darkneſs, gratcfull truce impos d, 
And ſilence on the odious din of War: 
Under her Cloudy covert both retird 
Victor and Vanquiſhd : on the foughten field 
Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, plac'd in Guard their Watches round, 
Cherubick waving fires: on th' other part 
Satan with his rebellious diſappear, 
Far in the dark diſlodgd, and void of reſt, 
His Potentates to Council call'd by. night ; 
And in the midſt thus undiſmay'd began. 


O now in danger try d, now known in Arms 
Not to be overpowerd, Companions dear, 
Found worthy not of Liberty alone, 
Too mean pretenſe, but what we more affect, 
Honour, Domimion, Glory and Renown, 
Who have ſuſtaind one day in doubttull fight 
( And if one day, why not eternal days ? ) 
What Heavens Lord had powertulleſt to ſend 
Againſt us from about his Throne, and judg'd 
Sufficient to ſubdue us to his will, 
But proves not ſo : then fallible, it ſeems, 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Omniſcient thought. True 'tis, lefs firmly armd, 
Some diſadvantage we cndurd and pain, 
Till now not known, but known as ſoon contemn'd, 
SINCe now we find this our Empircal form 
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Incapable of mortal injury 

Imperiſhable, and though pierc'd, with wound 
Soon cloſing, and by native vigour heal'd, 
Of evil then ſo ſmall as cafe think 

The remedy ; perhaps more valid Arms, 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 
May ſerve to better us, and worſe our foes, 
Or <qual what between us made the odds, 
In nature none : if other hidden caulſc 

Left them Superiour, while we can preſerye 
Unhurt our minds, and underitanding found, 
Due ſearch and conſultation will difclole. 


He fate ; and in th aflembly next up ſtood 
Niſroc, of Principalitics the prime 
As one he ftood eſcap'd from cruel fight, - 
Sore toil'd, his rivn Armes to havock hewn, 
And cloudy in aſpect, thus anſwering, ſpake. 
Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods; yct hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find 
Againſt uncqual arms to fight in pain, 
Againſt unpain'd, impaſhve; from which evil 
Ruine mult needs enſue ; for what ayails 
Valour or ſtrength, though matchleſs, quell'd with pain 
Which all ſubdues, and makes remiſs the hands 
Of Mightieſt ; Senſe of pleaſure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, 
But live content, which 1s the calmeſt lite : 
But pain is perfect muſcry, the worſt 
Of evils, and exccfliye, overturns 
All patience. He who therctore can invent 
With what more forcible we may offend 


Our yet unwounded Enenues, or arm 
Y 2 Ou: 
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Our ſclves with like defence, to me. deſeryes - 
No lefs than for diliv rance what we owe. 


Whereto with look composd Szrar reply'd. 
Not uninvented that, which thou aright 
Belicyeſt ſo main to our ſucceſs, I bring ; 
Which of us who bcholds the bright ſurface 
Of this Echereous mold whereon we ſtand, 
This continent of ſpatious Heav-n, adorn'd 
With Plant, Fruit, Flower, Ambroſial Gems, and Gold, 
Whoſe Eye ſo ſuperficially ſuryeys 
Theſe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground, materials dark and crude, 
Of ſpiritous and fiery ſpume, till toucht 
With Heav'ns ray, and temperd, they ſhoot forth 
So beauteous, opning to the ambient light ? 
Theſe in their dark Nativity the Deep 
Shall yield us pregnant with irifernal flame, 
Which into hollow Engins long and round 
Thick-ramm'd, at th' other bore with touch of fice 
Dilated and infuriate ſhall ſend torth 
From far with thundring noiſe among our foes 
Such implements of miſchuct, as ſhall daſh 
To pieces and overwhelm whatever ſtands 
Adverſe, that they ſhall fear we have diſarm'd 
The thunderer cf his onely dreaded bolt. 
Nor long ſhall be our labour, yet cer dawn, 
Effect ſhall end our wiſh, mean while revive ; 
Abandon fear : to ſtrength and counſel joynd 
Think nothing hard, much leſs to be deſpair'd. 
He ended, and his words their drooping chear 
Enlightn'd, and their languiſht hope reviy d. 
Th invention all admird, and each how he 


To be th' inventer miſsd, fo caſte it ſeem d 
| Once 
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Once found, which yet unfound moſt would haye thought 
Impoſſible, yet haply of thy Race 

In future days, if Malice ſhould abound, 

Some one intent on miſchief, or inſpird 

With dev'liſh machination might deviſe 

Like inſtrument to plague the Sons of men 

For fin, on war and mutual ſlaughter bent. 
Forthwith from Council to the work they flew, 
None arguing ſtood, innumerable hands 

Were ready, in a moment up they turn'd 
Wide the Celeſtial foil, and ſaw bencath 

Th originals of Nature in their crude 
Conception : Sulphurous and Nitrous Foam 
They found, they mingld, and with ſubtile Art, 
Concocted and aduſted they reduced 

To blackeſt grain, and into ſtore conyey'd : 
Part hidd'n veins digg'd up! nor hath chis Earth 
Entrails unlike ) of Mineral and Stone. 
Whercof to found their Engins and their Balls 
Of muflive ruine ; part incentive reed 

Provide, pernicious with one touch to firc. / 

So all cer day-ſpring, under conſcious Night 
Secret they finiſh'd, and in order ſet, 

With filent circumſpection uneſpyd. 

Now when t2:r Morn Orient in Heay'n appear'd 
Up rof{c the Victor Angels, and to Arms 

The matin Trumpet Sung : in Arms they ſtood 
Of Golden Panoply, retulgent Hoaſt, 

Soon banded ; others from the dawning Hills 
Look'd round, and Scouts cach Coait light-armed ſcoure, 
Each quarter, to delcry the diſtant foe, 

Where lodg'd, or whuther fled, or if for fight, 
In motion or in alt: him ſoon they met 
Under ſpread Enfigns moving nigh, 1n flow 


Bur 
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Bur firm Battalion; back with ſpeedieſt Sail 


Zophiel, of Cherubim the ſwifteſt wing, 
Came flying, and in mid Air aloud thus cry'd. 


Arm, Warriours, arm for fight, the foe at hand, 
Whom fled we thought, will fave us long purſuit 
This day, fear not his flight ; fo thick a Cloud 
He comes, and ſettI'd in his face I ſee 
Sad reſolution and ſecure : let cach 
His adamantine Coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his Helm, gripe faſt his orbed Shield, 
Born even or high, for this day will pour down, 
If I conjecture ought, no drizling ſhower, 

But ratling ſtorm of Arrows barb'd with fire. 
So warn'd he them aware themſclyes, and ſoon 
In order, quit of all impediment : 

Inſtant without diſturb they took Allarm, 

And enward move Embattel'd ; when behold 
Not diſtant far with heavy pace the Foe 
Approaching groſs and huge ; in hollow Cube 
Training his deviliſh Enginry, umpal'd 

On every ſide with ſhadowing ſquadrons deep, 
To hide the fraud. Ar interview both ſtood 

A while, but ſuddenly at head appear'd 

Satan: And thus was heard commanding loud. 


Vanguard, to right and left the Front unfold ; 
Thar all may ſee who hate us, how we ſeek 
Peace and compoſure, and with open breaſt 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverſe ; 
But that I doubt, however witneſs Heav'n, 
Heav'n witneſs thou anon, while we diſcharge 
Freely our part ; ye who appointed ſtand 

Do 
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Doe as ye have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud, that all may hear. 


So ſcoffing in ambiguous words he ſcarce 
Had ended ; when to Right and Lett the Front 
Divided, and to either Flank retird. 
Which to our cycs diſcoverd new and ſtrange, 
A triple mounted row of Pillars laid 
On Wheels, {for like to Pillars moſt they ſeem'd, 
Or hollow'd bodies made of Oak and Fir, 
With branches lopt, in Wood or Mountain fell'd,) 
Braſs, Iron, Stony mold, had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gap d on us wide, 
Portending hollow truce; at each behind 
A Seraph ftood, and in his hand a Reed 
Stood waving tipt with fire; while we ſuſpenſe, 
Collected ſtood within our thoughts amus'd, 
Not long, for ſudden all at once their Reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply d 
With niceſt touch. Immediate in a flame, 
But ſoon obſcurd with ſmoke, all Heav'n appear'd, 
From thoſe deep throatcd Engines belcht, whole roar 
Emboweld with outrageous noiſe the Air, 
And all her cntrails tore, dForging foul 
Their devilth glur, chaind Thunderbolts and Hail 
Of Iron Globes, which on the Victor Hoſt 
Levelld, with ſuch impetuous fury ſmote, » 
That whom they hit, none on their feet might ſtand, 
Though ſtanding clſc as Rock, but down they fell 
By thouſands, Angel on Arch-angel roll'd ; 
The ſooner for their Arms, unarm'd they mighe 
Have caſily as Spirits evaded ſwift 
By quick contraction or remove; but now 
Foul diflipation tollowd, and forc'd rout; 


Nor 
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Nor ſerv it to rclax their ſerried files. 

What ſhould they doc? it on they ruſtt, repulle 
Repeated, and indecent overthrow 

Doub['d would render them yet more deſpisd, 
And to their foes a laughter ; for in view 

Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row 

. In poſture to diſplode their ſecond tire 

Of Thunder : back defeated to return 

They worſe abhorrd. Satag bchcld their plight, 
And to his Mates thus in derifzon call d. 


O Friends, why come not on theſe Victors proud » 
Eer while they fierce were coming, and when we, 
To entertain them fair with open Front 
And Breaft,(what could we more?) propounded terms 
Of compoſition, ſtreight they chang'd their minds, 
Flew off, and into ſtrange vagarics fell, 

As they would dance, yet for a dance they ſeem'd 
Somewhar extravagant and wild, perhaps 

For joy of offer d peace: but I ſuppoſe 

If our propoſals once again were heard, 

We ſhould compell them to a quick reſult, 


To whom thus Belial in life gameſome modd: 
Leader, the terms we ſent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force, urg'd home, 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, 

And ſtumbl'd many, who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well underſtand ; 
Not underſtood, this gift they have belides, 

They ſhew us when our foes walk not upright. 


So they among themſelyes in pleaſant vein 
Stood ſcofting, heightn'd in their thoughts bevond 
All 
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All doubt of Victory, eternal might 

To match with their inventions they preſum'd 

So caſic, and of his Thunder made a ſcorn, 

And all his Hoaſt derided, while thcy ſtood 

A while in trouble; but they ſtood not long, 

Rage prompted them at Icngth, and found them arms 
Againſt ſuch helliſh miſchick fir to oppoſe. 

Forthwith ( behold the excellence, the power 

Which God hath in his nyghty Angels plac'd ) 

Their Arms 2way. they threw, and to the Hills 

( For Earth hath this varicty from Hcav'n 

Of pleaſure ſicuate in Hill and Dale ) 

Light as the Lightning 'glimpſe they ran, they flew, 
From their foundations looſning to and fro 

They pluck'd the ſeated Hills with all their load, 
Rocks, Watcrs, Woods, and by the ſhaggy tops 
Up lifting bore them in their hands: Amaze, 

Be ſure, and terrour ſeis'd the rebe] Hoaſt, 

When coming towards them ſo dread they ſaw 

The bottom of the Mountains upward turn'd, 

Till on thoſe curſed Engins triple-row 

They ſaw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of Mountains buried deep, 
Themſelves invaded next, and on their hcads 

Main Promontories flung, which in the Air 

Came ſhadowing, and oppreſt whole Legions arm'd, 
Their armour hclp'd their harm, cruſht in and bruis'd 
Into their ſubſtance pent, which wrought chem pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 

Long ſtrugling underneath, c'cr they could wind 
Our of ſuch priſon, though Spirits of pureſt light, 
Pureſt ar firſt, now groſs by ſinning grown. 

The reſt in imitation to hke Arms 

B-rook them, and the ncighbouring Hills up core : 


nM 
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So Hills amid the Air encountred Hills 

Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire, 

That undcr ground, they fought in diſmal ſhade ; 
Infernal noiſe ; War ſeem'd a civil Game 

To this uproar; horrid confuſion heapt 
Upon confuſion roſe : and now all Heay'n 
Had gone to wrack, with ruine overſpread, 
Had not th' Almighty Father where he ſits 
Shrin'd in his San&uary of Heay'n ſecure, 
Conſulting on the ſum of things, foreſeen 
This tumulr, and permitted all, advis'd : 

That his great purpoſe he might fo fulfill, 
To hohour his Anointed Son aveng'd 

Upon his Enenues, and to declare 

All power on him transferr'd : whence to his Son 
Th' Aſkſſour of his Throne he thus began. 


' Effulgence of.my Glory, Son beloy'd, 
Son, in whoſe face inviſible is beheld 
Vifibly, what' by Deity .E am, 
And in whoſe hand what by Decree I doe, 
Second Onunipotence, two days are paſt, 
Two days, as-we. compute the days of Heay'n, 
Since Michael and his Powers went forth to tame 
Theſe diſobedicnt ; ſore hath' been: their fighe, 
As likclieſt was, when wo ſuch Foes went arm'd ; 
For to themſelves I left them, and -thou know'ſt, 
Equal in their Creation they were form'd, 
Save what fin hath impaird, which yet hath wroughe 
Inſenſibly, for 1 ſuſpend their doom ; 
Whence im perpetual fright they ' needs muſt laſt 
Endleſs, and no: folutions will be found : 
War wearied hath perform'd whar war can doe, 
And to diſorder'd rage let looſe the reins, 
| Wih 
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With Mountains as with Weapons arm'd, which makes 
Wild work in Heay'n, and dangerous to the main. | 
Two days arc therefore paſt, the third is thine; 
For thee I have ordain'd it, and thus far 

Have fſuftcr'd that the Glory may be thine 

Of ending this great War, ſince none but Thou 
Can end it. Into thee. ſuch Vertue and Grace 
Immenſe I have transfus'd, that all may know 

In Heayv'n and Hell thy power above compare, 
And this perverſe Commotion govern'd thus, 

To manifeſt: thee wortlneſt to be Heir 

Of all things, to be Heir and to be King 

By facred Unction, thy deſerved right. 

Go then thou Mightieſt m .thy+ Father's might, 
Aſcend my Charior,” guide the Tapid Wheels 
That ſhake Heay'ns baſis, bring forth all my War, 
My Bow and Thunder, my Almighty arms 

Gird on, and Sword upon thy puiflant Thigh; 
Purſue theſe ſons of Darkneſs, drive them out 
From all Heav'ns bounds into the utter Dcep : 
There let them learn, as likes them, to deſpiſe 
God and Meſſiah his anointed King, 


He ſaid, and on his Son with Rays direct 
Shone full, he all his Father full expreſt 
Incffably into his face receiv'd, 

And thus the filial Godhead anſwering ſpake. 


O Father, O ſupreme of Heav'nly Thrones, 
Firſt, Highet, Holicſt,.. Beſt, thou always ſeck'Rt 
.To glorifie thy Son, 1 always thee, 
As is moſt juſt, this I my Glory account, 
My exaltation, - and my whoke delight, 
That thou in me well plcas'd, declart thy will 
—_— Fulfill'd, 
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Fulfill d, which to fulfill is all my blig. : «> 
Sceptre and Power, thy giving, I aflume, 

And gladlicr ſhall reſign, when in the end 

Thou ſhalt be All in AII; and I in thee 

For ever, and in me all: whom thou lov'ſt: 

But whom thou hart I hate, and can put on; +» | 
Thy terrours, as I. put thy muldneſs on, 643 1 
Image of thee in all things; and ſball ſoon; £74 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Heay'n of theſe rebell'd, 
To their prepar'd 1]l Manſion driven down 

To chains of darkneſs, and th' undying Wort, 

That from thy jut obedience could reyalc, 

Whom to obey 1s happineſs entire. ' 

Then ſhall chy Saints unmixt, and from th'1 impure z.c 
Far ſeparate, circling thy holy Mount: t 

Unfeigned Hallelzjahs to thee ſing, - 

Hymns of high Praiſe, .and I among them chief. 

So ſaid, he o'er his Sceptre bowing, roſe: ng « t. 
From the right hand of Glory where he fate, 

And the third ſacred Morn began to ſhing. _ | | 
Dawningthrough Heav'n }' forth ruſh'd wich wiurlwind found 


The Chariot of Paternal, Deity,;-..; DA Eno þ 
Flaſhing chick flames, Wheel Sin Wheel undrawn 


By four Cherubick ſhapes, four faces ach. - los 
Had wondrous, as with Stars their bodies al. f Naa 
And wings were ſet with eyes, with cyes the wheels i. 
Of Beril, and carricring fires between ; 

Over their Heads a cryſtal Fiimamene, | CG 
Whereon a Saphire Throne, inlaid with . pure 1 
Amber, and colours of | the ſhowry Arch. | : 
He in Celeſtial Panoply all arm'd 

Of radiant Urim, work: divinely wrought, 
Aſcended, at his right hand Victory 


Sate 
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Sate Eagle-wing'd, beſide him hung his Bow 
And Quiver, with three-bolcred Thunder ſtor'd, 
And from about him fierce Effuſion rollid: . . + . 
Ot ſmoke and bickering flame, and ſparkles dire', ! 
Attended with ten thouſand thouſand Saints, 
He onward came, far off his' coming ſhone,\... ! 
And twenty thouſand. (1 their: number, heard )' ©. 
Chariots of God, half on cach hand were ſeen :! 
He on the wings of Cherub rode ſublime: 
On the Cryſtalline Sky, in Saphir Thron'd: 
Illuſtrious far and wide, but by his: own 
Firſt ſeen, them unexpected ;joy - ſurprizd, - 
When the great Enſign of Meſfteþ. blaz'd: 
Aloft by Angels born, --his Sign.in Heay'a : 
Under whoſe conduct! Michael;' ſoon; reduc'd 
His Army, circumfus'd)-on 'ather;, Wing, : 
Under their head imbodicd; all -in- one. :;- -- - 
Before him Power Divine his Way prepars.. 
At his command- th'unrooted Hills retir'd ; 
Fach to his place, . they, heatd his. voice :and Went. 
Obſcquious, Heav'n hs wonted-facc. renew'd, 

And with freſh Flourets. Hill.and Valley mild. 
This ſaw. his hapleſs aes, . 'but . ftogd: obdur'd, 
And to rebellious fight allied, their .pqwers,. 
Inſenfate, hope conceiving from deſpair.., ., 
In heav'nly Spirits could. ſuch. perverſencls dwell? 
But to convince the. proud what ſigns avail, 
' Or wonders move <' obdurate, to, relent ? 
They harden'd more by what might moſt reclaim, 
Grieving tg ſee his Glory; at; the: fight 
Took envy, and aſpiring to his . height, 
Stood reimbatrel'd fierce;: by force-or fraud 
Weening to proſper; -and at length preyail 
Againſt God and Meſiah, or to fall. 


— 


————— 
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In univerſal. ruine laſt, and now 

To final Battel drew, diſdaining flight, 

Or faint retreat: when the great Son of God 
To all his Hoaſt: on cither hand thus ſpake. 


Stand ſtill in bright array ye Saints, here ſtand 
Ye Angels arm'd, this day from Battel reſt ; 
Faithful- hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearleſs in his rightcous Cauſe, 

And as ye have recciy'd, fo haye ye done 
Invincibly ; but of this curſed Crew 

The puniſhment to other hand belongs, 
Vengeance is his, or whoſe he ſole appoints; 
Number to this days work 1s not ordain'd 
Nor multitude, ftand only, and behold 
God's indignation on theſe Godleſs pour'd 

By me, not you but me they haye deſpis'd; 
Yet envy'd; againſt me is all their Rape, 
Becauſe the Father, t whom in Heay'n ſupreme 
Kingdom and' Power and Glory appertains, 
Hath honour'd me according to his will, 
Therefore to me their doom he hath aflign'd ; 
That they may have their wiſh, "to try with me 
In Battel which the ſtronger proyes, they all, 
Or I alone againſt them, ſince by 'ſtrength 
They meaſure all, of other excellence 

Not emulous; nor care who them excels ; 

Nor other ſtrife with them do 1 youchſafe. 


So ſpake the Son, and into terrour chang'd 
His count'nance too ſeyere to be' beheld, 
And full of wrath bent on his Enemies, 
At once the Four ſpread out their Starry wings 
With dreadful ſhade 'contiguous, and the Orbs 


Of 
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Of his ficrce Chariot roll'd, as with che ſound 
Of torrent Flouds, or of a numerous Hoaſt. 
He on his impious Foes right onward drove, 
Gloomy as Night; under his burning Wheels 
The ftedfaſt Empyrean ſhook throughour, 

All buc the Throne it ſelf of God. Full ſoon 
Among them he arrivd; in his right hand 
Graſping ten thouſand Thunders, which he ſent 
Bcfore him ſuch as in their Souls infix'd 
Plagues; they aſtoniſhe all reſiſtance loſt, 

All courage; down their idle Weapons drop'd ; 


O'fer Shields and Helms, and helmed Heads he rode 


Of Thrones and mighty Scraphim proſtrate, 
That wiſhe the Mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them as a ſhelcer from his ire. 

Nor leſs on either fide tempeſtuous fell 

His Arrows, from the fourtfold-vifag'd Four, 

' Diſtin&t with Eyes, and from che living Wheels 
Diſtin& alike with multitude of cyes, 

One Spirit in them rul'd, and every eye 

Glard Lightning, and ſhot forch pernicious Fire 
Among th'accurſt, that wither'd all their ſtrength, 
And of their wonted vigour lcft them drain'd, 
Exhauſted, ſpiritleſs, afflicted, fall'n. 

Yet half his ſtrength he pur not forth, but check'd 
His Thundet in mid Volic, for he meant 

Not to deſtroy, but toot them out of Heaven : 
The overthrown he rais'd, and as a Herd 

Ot Goats or tifnotous flock together throng'd 
Drove them before him Thunder-ſtruck, purſu'd 
With terrours and with furies to che bounds 

And Cryſtal Wall of Heav'n, which op'ning wide, 
Roll'd inward, and a fpatious Gap diſclos'd 

lato the waſtful Deep 5 che monſtrous ſight 


Strook 
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Strook them with horrour backward, but far worſe <=] 
Urg'd them behind ; headlong chemſelyes they threw 
Down from the verge of Heavin, Eternal wrath 
Burnt after them to the bottomleſs pit. 


Hell heard th' unſufferable noiſe, Hell ſaw 
Heav'n ruining from Heay'n and would have fl:d 
Aﬀrighted ; bur ſtrict Fate had caſt too deep 
Her dark foundations; and too faſt had bound. 
Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaos roar'd, 
And felt tenfold confuſion in their fall 
Through his wild Anarchy, fo huge a rout 
Incumber'd him with ruine: Hell at laſt 
Yawning receivd them whole, and on them clos'd ; 
Hell cheir fic habitation fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the houſe of woe and paiy, - 
Disburd'nd Heaven rejoic'd, and ſoon repair'd 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd. 

Sole Victor from th 'cxpulſion of his Foes 
Meſjiab his triumphal Chariot turn'd : 

To meet him all his Saints, ' who ſilent ſtood 
Eye witnefles of his Almighty Acts, 

With Jubilce advanc'd; and as they went, 
Shaded with branching Palm, cach order bright, 
Sung Triumph, and him ſung Victarious King, 
Son, Heir and 'Lord, to him Dominion giv'n, 
Worthieſt to Reign : he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid. Heay'n, into the Courts 
And Temple of his mighty Father Throg'd 

On high: who into Glory him receiy'd, 

Where now he fits at the right hand of blis,. 


Thus meaſuring things in Heay'n by things on Earth 
' Ar thy requeſt, and that thou maycſt beware 


By 
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By what is paſt, to thee I haye reyeal'd 
What might haye elſe to human Race been hid ; 
The diſcord which befell, and War in Heavn 
Among th'Angelick Powers, and the deep fall 
Of choſe too high aſpiring, who rcbell'd 
With Satan, he who envies now thy Rate, 
Who now is plotting how he may ſeduce 
Thee alſo from obedience, that with him 
Bereav'd of happineſs thou may'ſt partake 

His puniſhment, Eternal miſery ; 

Which would be all his folace and revenge, 
As a deſpite done againſt the moſt High, 
Thee once to gain Companion of his woe. 
But liſt'n not to his Temptations, warn 

Thy weaker : let it profit thee to have beard 
By terrible Example *the reward ' 

Of diſobedience; firm. they might have ſtood, 
Yet fell; remember, and fear to tranſgreſs. 


The end of the Sixth Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT, _ 


Raphael at the requeſt of Adam relates hop and wherefore this 
World was firſt created; that God, after the expelling of Sa- 
tan and his Angels out of Heawn, deilard his-pleaſure'th 
create another World and other Creatures: to” dwbd} thareigh, 
ſends his San with Glory ;and attendanee of Angels 19, pets © 
form the Work of Creation in ſix days : the Angels celebrats 
with Hymns the performance thereof, 'and his Aeeion into 
Heaven. | 


Eſcend from Heav'n, Urania, by that name 
If rightly thou art calld, whoſe voice divine 

Following, above th' 0Iympian Hill T foar, 3 

Above the flight of Pegaſean wing. 

The meaning, nor the name I call : for thou 

Nor of the Muſes nine, 'nor onthe top 

Of old 0/ympas dwellſt, but Heav'nly born, 

Before the Hills appear'd, or Fountain flow'd, 

Thou with Eternal Wiſdom didfſt conyerle, 

Wiſdom thy Siſter, and with her didft play 

In preſence of th' Almighty Father, pleas'd 

With chy Celeſtial Song. Up led by thee 

Into, the Heav'n of Heay'ns I have preſum'd, 


An Earthly Gueſt, and drawn Empyreal Air, 
| Thy 


fy w 


\\ 


} 


Ln” id 
WW — 


. 
— 


Burghers fcuut, 
: £ 


Book VII. Paradiſe Loſt. I75 


Thy rempring ; with like fafety guided down 
Return me to my native Element : 

Leſt from this flying Steed unrein'd, (as once 
Bellerophon, though from a lower Clime ) 
Diſmounted, on th' Aleian Field I fall 
Erroneous there to wander and forlorn. 

Half yet remains unſung but narrower bound 
Within the viſible Dwrnal Sphere ; 

Standing on Earth, not rapt above the Pole, 
More fafe I ſing with mortal voice, unchang'd 
To hoarſe or mute, though fall'n on evil days, 
On evil days chough fall'n, and cvil congues ; 
In darkneſs, and with dangers compaſs'd round, 
And ſolitude ; yet not alone, while thou 
Vifirt my flumbers Nightly, or when Morn 
Purples the Eaft : ſtill govern thou my Song, 
Urania, and fit andience find, though few. 

But drive far off the barbarous diſſonance 

Of Bacchus and his reyellers, the Race 

Of that wild Rout that tore the 7hracian Bard 
In Rhodope, where Woods and Rocks had Ears 
To rapture, till the favage clamour drown'd 
Both Harp and Voice; nor could the Muſe defend 
Her Son. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 
For thou art Heay'nly, ſhe an empty dream. 


Say, Goddcſs, what enſu'd when Raphael, 
The affable Arch-Angel, had forewarn'd 
Adam by dire example to beware 
Apoſtaſic, by what befell in Heaven 
To theſe Apoſtates, leſt the like befall 
In Paradiſe to Adam or his Race, 


Charg'd not to touch the interdicted Tree, 
Aa 2 
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If they rranſgrefs, and flight that fole command, 
So eaſily obey'd amid the choice 

Of all caſtes elſe to pleaſe their appetite, 

Though wandring, He with his conforted Eve 
The ſtory heard attentive, and was fill'd 

With admiration, and deep Muſe to hear 

Of things ſo high and ſtrange, things to their rchought 
So unimaginable as hate in Heay'n, 

And War ſo near the Peace of God in bliſs 
With ſuch confuſion: but the evil ſoon 

Driv'n back redounded as a floud on thoſe 
From whom it ſprung, impoſſible to mix 
With Bleſſedneſs. Whence Adam ſoon repeal'd 
The doubts that in his heart aroſe: and now 
Led on, yet fialeſs, with defire to know 

What nearer might concern him, how this World 
Of Heav'n and Earth conſpicuous firſt began, 
When, and whereof created, for what caule, 
What within Eden or 'without was done 

Before his memory, as one whoſe drought 

Yet ſcarce allay'd ſtill eyes the current ſtream, 
Whoſe liquid murmur heard new thirſt excites, 
Proceeded thus to ask his Heav'nly Gueſt. 


Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, 
Far differing from this World, thou haſt reyeal'd, 
Divine Interpreter, by favour ſent 
Down from the Empyrean to forewarn 
Us timely of what might elſe haye been our loſs, 
Unknown, which humane knowledge could not reach : 
For which to th' infinitely Good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and his admoniſhment 
Receive with ſolemn purpoſe to obſerve 
Immutably his ſov'reign will, che end 
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Ot what we arc. But ſince thou haſt vouchſaf'd 
Gently for our. inſtruction co impart 

Things above Earthly thought, which yet concern'd 
Our knowing, as to higheſt wiſdom ſeem'd, 

Deign to deſcend now lower; and relate 

Whac may no leſs perhaps avail us known, 

How firſt began this' Heay'n which. we behold 
Diſtant ſo high, with moving Fires adorn'd 
Innumerable, and this which yields or fills 

All ſpace, the ambient Air wide interfus'd 

Imbracing round this florid Earth, what cauſc 
Moy'd the Creator in his holy reſt 

Through all Eternity fo late to build 

In Chaos, and the work begun, how ſoon 

Abſoly'd, if unforbid thou may'ſt unfold 

What we, not to explore the ſecrets, ask 

Of his Eternal Empire, but the more 

To magnific his work, the more we know, 

And the great Light of Day yet wants to run 
Much of his race though ſtcep, ſuſpenſe in Heay'n 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice he hears, 
And longer will dclay to hear thee tell 

His Generation, and the riſing Birth 

Of Nature from the unapparent Decp: 

And if the Star of Evening and the Moon 

Haſte to thy audience, Night with her will bring 
Silence, and Sleep liſtning to thee will watch, 

Or we can bid his abſence, till thy Song 

End and diſmiſs thee ec'er the Morning ſhane. 


Thus Adam his illuſtrious Gueſt beſought : 
And thus the Godlike Angel anſwer'd mild. 
This alſo . thy requeſt with caution askr 
Obtain: though to recount Almighty works 


What 
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What words or tongue of Seraph can ſuffice, 
Or heart of man ſuffice to comprehend ? 

Yet what thou canſt attain, which beſt may ſerve 
To glorific the Maker, and infer 

Thee alſo happier, ſhall not be withheld 

Thy hearing, ſuch Commiſſion from aboye 

I hayc receiv'd, to anſwer thy defire 

Of knowledge: within bounds; beyond abſtain 
To ask, nor [kt thine own inventions. hope * 
Things not reveal'd, which: th' inviſible King, 
Onely Omniſcient, hath ſuppreſt in Night, 

To none communicable in Earth or Heav'n : 
Enough 1s left beſides to ſearch and know. 

But Knowledge is as Food, and necds no leſs 
Her Temperance over Appetite, to know. 

In meaſure what the mind may well contain, 
Oppreſlcs elſe wich ſurfeir, and ſoon turns 
Wiſdom to Folly, -as nouriſhment to wind. 


Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav'n 

( So call him, brighter once anudſt the Hoaſt 
Of Angels, than that Star the Stars among} 
Fell wich his flaming Legions chrough the Deep 
Into his place, and the great Son return'd 
Victorious with his Saints, th' Omnipotent 
Ecerna} Father' from his Throne beheld 
Their multitude; and to his Son thus ſpake. 


| Ar leaſt our-envious Foc hath faild, who thought 
All like himſelf rebellious, by whoſe aid 
This inacceſſible high ftrength, the ſeat 
Of Deity ſupreme; us diſpoſſeſt, 
He truſted to have ſeis'd;” and into' fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no more; 


Yet 
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Yer far the greater part:have kept, I fee, 

Their Station, Heav'n yet populous retains 
Number ſufficient to poſſeſs her Realms 

Though wide, and this high Temple to frequent 
With Miniſteries dye and ſolemn Rites: 

But leſt his heart exale him in the harm 

Already done, to have diſpeopl'd Heay'n 

My damage fondly dcem'd, I can repair 

That detriment, if ſuch: it be to "loſe 

Self- loſt, and in a motnenc will create 

Another World, out: of one man a race 

Of men innumerable;' there to 'dwall, 

Not here, till by . degrees. of merit raisd 

They open to themſelves. at Icngrh the way 

Up hither, under long obcdicnce try 'd,: 

And Earth be changd c:Heav'n, 'and Heay'n to Earth, 
One Kingdom, Joy and Union without cnd. 
Mean while inhabu -Jaxe, © ye Powers of Heay'n, 
And thou my Word, :begotten Son, by thee 
This I perform, ſpeak: thou, and be it done: 
My overſhadowing Spiric and might with thee + 
I ſend along, ride fart; ' and bid the Deep 
Within appaintcd bounds by. Heav'n and Earth, 
* Boundlcs the Decp, 1decauſc Iam who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuaus:the fpace. 

Though I uncucumſerib'd my. ſelf. retire, 

And put not forth' my..;goodnefs,:..which is free 
To act or not, 'Neceffity and Chance 

Approach not me, .andwhar I will is Fate, 


So ſpake th' Almighty, and; to: what he {pake 
' His Word, the falabGodhead; | gave effect. 
Immediate are the a&s of -God; - more ſwift 
Than time or motion, - but to humane cars 


\ 
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Cannot without proceſs of ſpeech be told, 

So told as earthly notion can receive. 

Great triumph and rejoycing was in Heav'n 
When ſach was heard declar'd th' Almighty's will ; 
Glory they ſung to the moſt High, good will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace : 
Glory to him whoſe juſt avenging ire 

Had driven out th* ungodly from his fight 

And th'habitations of the juſt; to him 

Glory and praiſe whoſe wiſdom had ordain'd 
Good out of eyil to create, in ſtead 

Of ſpirits malign a better Race to bring 

Into their yacant room,- and thence diffuſe 

His good to Worlds and Ages infinite. - 

So ſang the Hierarchies : Mean while the Son 
On his grcat cxpedition now appcar'd 

Girt with Omnipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of Majeſty Divine, Sapience and Love 
Immenſe, and all his Father in him ſhone. 
About: his Chariot numberleſs were pour'd 
Cherub and Seraph, Potrentates and Thrones, 
And Virtues, - winged Spirits, and Chariots wing'd, 
From th' Armoury of God, where ſtand: of old 
Myriads between two brazen Mountains lodg'd 
Againſt a ſolemn day, harneſt at hand, 

Celeſtial Equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them Spirit liy'd, 
Attendant on their Lord: Heay'n open'd wide 
Her ever-during Gates, harmonious ſound 

On golden hinges moving, to lt forth 

The King of Glory in his powerful: Word 

And Spirit coming to create new Worlds. 

On Heay'nly ground they ſtood, and from the ſhore 
They view'd the vaſt immeaſurable Abyſs 


Outra- 
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Outrageous as 2 Sea, dark, waſteful, wild, 
Up from the bottom 'rurn'd by furious winds 
And ſurging waves, as Mountains to aſſault 


Heav'ns height, and with the Centre nux the Pole. 


Silence, ye troubld/ waves, and'thou; Deep, peace, 


Said chen th'Omnifick Word, your Diſcord end. 


Nor ſtaid, but on: the wings of Cherubim 
Uplifced, in Paternal Glory rode 
Far into Chaos, and the World unborn; 
For Chaos heard his voice: him all his|Train 
Follow'd in bright proceſſion to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then ſaid the fery1d Wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden Compaſlcs, prepar'd 
In God's Ecernal ſtore, to circumſcribe 
This Univerſe, and all created things : 
One foot he centr'd, ':and the other turn'd 
Round through the vaſt profundity obſcure, 
And ſaid, thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 
This be thy juſt Circumference, 'O World. 
Thus God the Heav'n created, thus the Earth, 
Matter unform'd and void : Darkneſs profound 
Cover'd th' Abyſs: but on the watry calm 
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outſpread, 
And vital virtue infus'd, -and vital : warmth 
Throughout the fluid Maſs, but downward purg'd 
The black tartareous cold infernal dregs 
Adverſe to life: then founded, then conglob'd 
Like things to like, the reſt to: ſeveral -place 
Diſparted, and between ſpun out the Air, 
And Earth fclf-balanc'd on her Centre hung, 
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Let there be light, faid God, and forthwith lighr 
Etherea], firſt of things, -quinteflence pure - | 
Sprung fromthe: Deep, and from her Natiye Eaft 
To journey through the airy gloom began, 

Spher'd in a radiant Cloud, for yct the Sun 

Was not; ſhe in in a cloudy Tabernaclc 

.Sojourn'd the while. God faw the Light was good; 
And light from 'darknefs þy the Hemiſphere 
Divided : -Light the Day, and Darkneſs Night 

He nam'd. Thus was the: firſt Day iEv'n and Morn : 
Nor paſt uncelcbrated, - nor unſung 

By th: Celcſtial Choirs, - when Orient Light 

Exhaling firſt from Darkne(s they+.beheld ; 

* Birth-day of Heav'n-and Earth; with joy and ſhout 
The hollow Univerſal Orb they filfd, 

And touch'd their golden Harps, ..and hymning prais'd 
God and his works, | Creatour hini they ſung, 

Both when fielt - Evening was, - and when firſt Morn. 


Again, God ſaid, let - there. be Firmamenc 
Amid the Waters, and let it divide 
The Waters from the Waters: and God made 
The Firmament, expanſe'.of liquid, ' pure, 
Tranſparent, Elemental Air, diffus'd 
In circuit to the urtermolt convex: 
Of this grcat round : partition firm and fure, 
The Waters underneath from thoſe above 
Dividing: for as' Earth, ſo he the World 
Built on cxrcumfluous Waters calm, in wide 
Cryſtalline Ocean, and the loud miſrule 
Of Chaos far remov'd, left fierce extremes 
Contiguous might diftcmper the whole frame : 


And Heay'n he nam'd the Firmament: So Evn 
; And 
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And Morning Chorus ſung the ſecond day. 


The Earth was form'd, but-in the Womb as yer 
Of Waters, Embryon immature invyoly'd, 
Appear'd not: over all the face of Earth 
Main Ocean flow d, not idle, but with warm 
Prolifick, hamour ſoft'ning all her Globe, 
Fermented the great Mother to conceive, 
Satiate with moiſture, when God faid 
Bc gather'd now ye ;Waters unger: Heav'n 
Into one placc, and. let dry Land appear, 
Immediately che Mountains huge appear 
Emergent, and their” broad; bare backs up heave 
Into the Clouds, ther' tops. aſcend the Sky : 
So high as Heav'n ehe' tumid Hills, fo low 
Down ſunk a hollow . bottom broad and deep, 
Capacious bed of Waters; thither they 
Haſted ;with. glad precipitance, : uprolld 
As drops on duſt conglobing from, the dry 
Part riſe in cryſtal Wall, or ridge direct; 
For haſte ; ſuch flight the great command impreſ'd 
On the ſwift flouds: as Arnnes at the call 
Of Trumpet ( for. of Armies. thou. haſt: heard ) 
Troop to their Standard fo the watry throng, 
Wave rolling atter Waye, where they. found, 
If ſteep, with corrent'. rapture, if chrough Plain, 
Soft-cbbing ; - nor withſtood them Rock': or Hill, - : 
But they, or under ground, / or circuit: wide 
With Serpent errour wandring, found: their way,” 
And on the waſhy: Ooſe deep +Chanelswbre; - + - 
Eaſie, eer God had- bid” the: ground beodry, : - «: + 
All but within banks, where Rivers now 
Stream, - and perpetual: draw tha: humid-:train, «14. 
The dry Land, Earth) and the* great 'recepracle ©: - 
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Of congregated Waters he call'd Seas : 

And faw that it was good, and faid, Let th' Earth 
Put forth the verdant Graſs, Herb yielding Seed, 
And Fruit Tree yielding Fruit after her kind ; 

Whoſe Seed 1s in her ſelf upon the Earth. 

He ſcarce had ſaid, when the bare Earth, ill then 
Defart and bare, unſightly, unadorn'd, 
Brought forth the tender Graſs, whoſe verdure clad 
Her Univerſal Face with pleaſant green, 

Then Herbs of every leaf, that ſudden flour'd 
Op'ning their various colours, and made gay 

Her boſom ſmelling ſweet : and theſe ſcarce blown 
Forth flouriſht thick the cluſtring Vine, forth crept 
The ſmelling Gourd, up ſtood the corny Reed 
Embattel'd in her Ficld: and th' humble Shrub. 
And Buſh with frizl'd hair implicit: laſt 

Roſe as in Dance the ſtately Trees, and ſpread 
Their branches hung with copious Fruit ; or gem'd 
Their bloſſoms: with high Woods the Hills were crown'd, 
With tufts the Valleys and each Fountain fide, 
With borders long the Rivers. That Earth now 
Seem'd like to: Heay'n, a feat where God might dwell 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 

Her ſacred ſhades: though God had not yer rain'd 
Upon the Earth, and man to till the Ground 

None was, but from the Earth a dewy Miſt 

Went up and water'd all the ground, and each 
Plant of the Field, which cer it was in th Earth 
God made, and every Herb, before it grew 

On the green ſtem; God ſaw that it was good. 
So Ev'n and Morn recorded the third day. 


Again th' Almighty ſpake:: Let there be Lizhes 
High in th'expanſe of Heay'n to divide 
I The 
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The Day from Night; and let them be for Signs, 


For Seaſons, and for Days, and circling Years, 
And let them be for Lights as I ordain 
Their Office in the Firmament of Heav'n 

To give Light on the Earth; and it was ſo. 


And God made two great Lights, great for their uſe 


To Man, the greater to haye rule by Day, 
The leſs by Night altern: and made the Stars, 
And ct them in the Firmament .of Heav'n 

To illuminate the Earch, and rule the Day 

In their vicifligude, and rule the Night, 

And Light from darkneſs to divide. God ſaw, 
Surveying his great Work, that it was good: 
For of Celeſtial bodies firſt the Sun 

A -mighty Sphere he fram'd, unlightſome firſt, 
Though of Ethereal Mold : then form'd the Moon 
Globoſe, * and every magnitude of Stars, 

And fow'd with Stars the Heay'n thick as a field: 
Of Light by far the greater part he took, 
Tranſplanted from her cloudy ſhrine, and plac'd 
In the Sun's Orb, made porous to receive 

And drink che liquid Light, firm to retain 

Her gather'd beams, great Palace now of Light. 
Hither as to their Fountain other Stars 

Repairing in their gold'n Urns draw light, 

And hence the Morning Planet gilds her horns ; 
By tincture or refleftion they augment 

Their ſmall peculiar, though from humane ſighe 
S© far remote, with diminution. (cen. 

Firſt in his Eaſt the glorious Lamp was ſeen, 
Regent of Day, and all th' Horizon round 
Inveſted with bright Rays, jocund to run 


His longitude through Heav'ns high rode: the grey 


Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc'd 


Shedding 
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Shedding ſweet influence : leſs bright-the Moon, 

But oppoſitc in level'd Welt was fer 

His mirrour, with full tacc borrowing her 'Light 
From him, for other light ſhe needed none 

In that aſpect, and till that diſtance kceps 

Till Night, then in the Eaſt her turn ſhe ſhines ; 
Revolv'd on Heav'ns great Axle, and her reign 

| With thouſand leſſer Lights dividual holds, © - 3 
With thouſand thouſand Stars, that then appear'd 
Spangling the: Hemiſphere; then firſt adorn'd 

With the bright Luminaries that fate and roſe, 

Glad evening and glad Morn crown'd the fourth day. 


And God ſaid, Let the Waters generate 
Reptile with Spawn abundant, living Soul : 
And let Fowl flie above the Earth, with wings 
Diſplay'd on th' open Firmamcnt of Heay'n. 
And God created the great Whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteouſly 
The Waters generated . by their kinds, 
And every Bird of wing after his kind ; 
And ſaw that it was' good, and bleſs'd them, faying 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the 'Scas | 
And Lakes, and running Streams the waters fill ; 
And let the Fow| be multiply'd on the Earth, 
Forthwith the Sounds and Seas, each Creck and Bay 
With Frie innumerable ſwarm, and ſhoals | 
Of Fiſh chat with their Finns and ſhining Scales 
Glide under the green Wave, in Sculls that oft 
| Bank the nud Sea: part ſingle or with mate 
Graze the Sea-weed ther paſture, and through Groves - 
Of Coral ſtray, or ſporting wich quick glance 
Shew co the Sun their way'd coats dropt with :Gold, 


Or in their Pearly ſhells at caſe, attend * | 
Moiſt 


_ 
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Moiſt nutriment, or under Rocks their food 

In jointed Armour watch : on ſmooth the Scal 
And bended Dolphins play : part huge of bulk 
Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their Gate 
Tempeſt the Ocean: there Leviathan 

Hugeſt of living Creatures, on the Deep 
Stretcht like a Promontory {l:cps or ſwims, 

And ſeems a moving Land, and at this Gills 
Draws in, and at his Trunk ſpours out a Sea. 
Mean while the tepid Caves, and Fens and Shores 
Their Brood as numerous hatch, from-th' Egg that ſoon 
Burſting with kindly rupture forth diſclos'd 

Their callow young, but feathcr'd ſoon and fledge 
They ſum'd their Pens, and ſoaring ih air ſublime 

With clang deſpisd the ground, under a cloud 

In proſpe&t; there the Eagle and the Stork 

On Cliffs and Cedar tops their Eyrics build : 

Part loofly wing the Region, parc more wiſe 

In common, rang in figure wedge their way. 
Intelligent of Seaſons, and ſer forth 

Their Airy Caravan high over Scas 

Flying, and over Lands with mutual wing 

Eaſing their flight ; ſo ſtcers the prudent Cranc 

Her annual Voyage, born on Winds; the Air 

Floats, as they paſs, fann'd with unnumber'd plumes 
From Branch to Branch the ſmaller Birds with ſong 
Solac'd the Woods, and ſpread their painted wings 
Till Ev'n, nor then the folemn Nightingale 
Ccas'd warbling, but all night cun'd her foft lays ; 
Others on Silver Lakes and Rivers bath'd 

Their downy Breaſt; the Swan with arched Neck 
Berween her white wings mantling proudly, rows 
Her ſtate with Oary feet: yer ofr they quir 

The Dank, and rifing on ftiff Pennons, rowre 


The 
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The mud Aereal Sky : others on ground 

Walk'd firm; the creſted Cock whoſe clarion ſounds 
The filent hours, and th' other whoſe gay Train 

Adorns him, colour'd with the florid hue 

Of Rainbows and Starry Eyes. The Waters thus 


Witch Fiſh repleniſht, and the Air with Fowl, 
Ev'ning and Morn folemniz'd the Fifth day. 


The Sixth, and of Creation laſt aroſe 
With Evening Harps and Matin, when God ſaid, 
Let th Earth bring forth Fowl living in her kind, 
Cattel and creeping things, and Beaſt of the Earth, 
Each in their kind. The Earth obey'd, and ſtreight 
Op'ning her fertile Womb, teem'd at a Birth 
Innumerous hying Creatures, perfect forms, 
Limbd and full grown: out of the ground up roſc 
As from his Lair the wild Beaſt where he wons 
In Foreſt wild, in Thicker, Brake or Den; 
Among the Trees in pairs they roſe, they walk'd : 
The Cartel 1n the Fields and Meadows green : 
Thoſe rare and ſolitary, theſe in flocks 
Paſturing at once, and in broad Herds upſprung, 
The graflie Clods now caly'd, now half appear'd 
The tawny Lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then ſprings as broke from Bonds, 
And Rampant ſhakes his brinded Mane ; the Ounce, 
The Libbard and the Tygre, as the Moal 
Riſing, the crumbVFd Earth above them threw 
In Hillocks: the ſwift Stag from under ground 
Bore up his branching Head : ſcarce from his mold 
Behemoth biggeſt born of Earth upheav'd 
His vaſtneſs: Fleec'd the Flocks and bleating roſe, 
As Plants: ambiguous between Sea and Land 
- The River Horſe and ſcaly Crocodile. 
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Ar once come' forth whatever creeps the ground, 
Inſet or Worm: thoſe:way'd their limber fans 

For wings, and ſmalleſt Lineaments exact 

In all the Liverics de& of Summers pride 
With ſpots of Gold and Purple, azure and green : 
Theſe as a line their long dimenſion drew, ſ: 
Streaking the ground;;with ſinuous trace; not all | 
Minims of Nature ; ſome of Serpent! kind' 

Wondrous in length-,and- corpulence -involyd ©... 
Their Snaky foulds, -and. added wings. Firſt crept 
The Pacſimonious Emmet, provident 

Of future, in ſmall room large. heart enclosd. 
Pattern of juſt equality perhaps 

Hereafter, joyned 1n her. popular 'Tribes -. 

Of Commonalty :- ſwatming -next appear'd 

The Female Bce that feeds her: Husband Drone 
Deliciouſly, and builds her waxen. Cells 

With Honey ftor'd :: the reſt 'are. numberleb, 

And thou their natures: know'ft;' and, gay'ſt chem | Names, 
Needleſs to be repeated ; nor unknown -:: 

The Serpent ſubtl't Beaſt of all che field; + 

Of huge extent ſometimes, - with-brazen eyes 

And hairy Mane terrifick, though to: thee 

Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. : 

. Now Heay'n 1n all her - glory ſhone, and roll'd 

Her motions, as the great-Mover's hand -: 

Firſt wheel'd their courſe: Earthin her rich :attirc. - |. 
Conſummare lovely ſaultd; Air, Water, Eatth 

By Fowl, Fiſh, Beaſt, was flown, was ſwum, was walke 
Frequent; and of the: ſixth day: yer remain'd ; 

There wanted yet the Maſter work, the end 

Of all yer done ; a Creature who: not prone 

And Brute . as bther .Creatures,: but cndu'd 


With SanRiry of: Reaſon, * might erect 
X PF. His 
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His ature, nd upright with Front ſerene | 
Govern the rcft,  ſclf-knowing, and from thence 
Magnanimous to correſpond with: Heay'n, 

But grateful to-acknowledge whence his good 
Deſcends, thither with heart and-voice and eyes 
Dirc&ed in Devotion, to-adore 

And worſhip God Supreme, who-'made him chicf 
Of all his works: therefore th' Omnipotent 

Eternal Father ( for where is not he 

Preſent): thus to. his Son audibly-ſpake, 


Let us make now Man in our: 1mage, Man 
In our ſimilitude, and let 'theny rale :. 
Over the Fiſh and Fowl of Sea and Air, 
Bcaſt of the Field, and over all-:the. Earth, 
And evyery-credping thing. that creeps the ground. 
This faid, he foran'd thee, . Adam, thee O Man 
Duſt of the. gronrid, and:in'thy noſtrils breath'd 
The:breath of : Life; in: his own: Image he - 
Created thee, in the: Image of God 
Expreſs, and thou becam'ſt a living Soul. 
Male he created thee, but: thy conſort 
Female for Race; : then|bleſt Mankind, and faid, 
Be fruitful, multiply and fall che'-Earch, 
Subdue it, 'and/ throughout; Dominion hold 
Over Fiſh of the Sea; Fowl of the Air, 
. And cyery:living thing'that- moyes'on the Earth 
Whereevyer thus created, for no place 
Is yet diſtin&t- by name, .chence, - as thou know'ſt, 
He brought thee into this delicious Grove, 
This Garden, --planted wich. the Trees of God, 
Deleable bothro behold and caſte ; 
And frecly all-cheir pleaſane fruir for food 


Gaye thee, all forts are here that all th' Earth yields 
Varicty 
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Varicty without end ; but of the Tree 
Which taſted works knowledge of Good and Evil, 


Thou may'ſt not; in the day thou ear'ſt, thou dy'{t; 


Death is the penalty impos'd, beware, 

And govern well thy appetite, leſt fin 

Surpriſe thee, and her black attendant Death: 
Here finiſh'd he, and all that he had made 
Viewd, and bchold all was entirely good ; 
So Ev'n and Morn accompliſh'd the Sixth day : 
Yer not till the Creacour from his work 
Deſiſting, though unwearied, up return'd 

Up to the Heav'n of Heay'ns: his high abode; 
Thence to behold the new created World 
Th addition of his Empire, how it ſhew'd 


In proſpe&t ffam Is Throne, how good, how fair; 


Anſwcring:/ms-greati Idea. Up he rode 

Follow'd  withacclamation and the ſound 
Symphonious of ten- thouſand Harps that tun'd 
Angelick harmonics: 'the Earth; the Air 
Reſounded, (thou remember,” for thou heard R) 
The Hcavy'ns and: all: the Conſtellations rung, 

The Planets-3n thei ſtation liſtning ſtood, 

While the brigtit Pamp aſcended jubilanr. 

Open, ye everlaſting Gates, they ſung, 

Open, ye Heav'ns, your! living doors ; let in 
The great Creatour\from' his work return'd 
Magnificent, his ſnce:days work, a World ; 

Open,: and : henceforth "oft; for God will deign 
To viſit oft the dwellings of juſt Men 

Delighted, and' with frequent intercourſe 

Thither will ſend his: wmged Meſſengers 

On errands of ſupernal'Grace. ''So ſuns 

The gloribug train» aſcending : He through Heay'ri, 
That open'd wide cher Et DgRg led 

.O C 2 


To 
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To God's Eternal houſe dire&t che way, Mes. | 
A broad and ample rode, whoſe duſt is: Gold 

And pavement Stars, as Stars to thee appear; 

Seen in the Galaxy, that Milky way 

Which nightly as a circling Zone thou ſceſt 
Powder'd with Stars. And now on Earth:the Seynth 
Evcning aroſe in Eder, for the Sun 

Was ſet, and twilight from the Eaſt came on, 
Forerunning Night; when at the holy Mount 

Of Heav'ns high-ſcated top, th' Imperial Throne 

Of Godhead, fixt for ever firm and: ſure, 

The Filial Power arriv'd, and fate. him down 

With his great Father ( for he alfo went 

Inviſible, yet ſtaid ( ſuch priviledge 

Hath Omnipreſence) and the-work ordain'd 

Author and end of all things, and from work 

Now reſting, bleſs'd and hallow'd the Sey' mb TI 
As reſting on that day from all hs: work, 

But not in filence holy kept ; thd Harp 

Had work and reſted not, the :folemn Pipe, . 

And Dulcimer, all Organs of ſweet. ftop,:, - 

All ſounds on free by ſtring or Golden Wire 
Temper'd fofc Tunings, intermuxt with Voice 

Choral or Uniſon: of incenſe Cloyds 

 Fuming from Golden Cenfers hid- the Mount. 
Creation and the Six days acts they. ſung, 

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinice 

Thy power; what chought can. meaſure thee! or _—_ 
Relate thee? greater now in thy retunn | 

Than from the Giant Angels; thee that day 

Thy Thunders magnifa'd ; but to'create * 

Is greater than created to deſtroy. 

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 


Thy Empire? - cafily the proud attempt 
Of 
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Of Spirits apoſtate. and their Counſels vain 

Thou haſt repell'd, while impiouſly they thought 
Thee to diminiſh, and from chte withdraw- 

The number of «thy worſhippers. Whdb Yecks 

To leſſen thee, againſt his purpoſe ſerves 

To manifeſt the more thy might: his evil 

Thou uſcſt, and from thence great'ſh yore good. 
Witneſs this new-made World, another Heav'n 
From Hcaven Gare nor far, founded mmview © — 
On the clear Hyaline, the Glafſic Sea ; 

Of amplicude almoſt immenſe, with Stars 
Numerous, and every Star perhaps a World 

Of deftin'd habication; but thou know 

Their ſeaſons: among theſe the ſeat of men, 
Earth with her nether Ocean circumfus'd, 

Their pleaſant dwelling place: Thrice happy men; 
And fons of men,; whom'God hich :chus advanc'd; 
Created in his Image, there to dwell ' | 
And worſhip him, and in reward to rule 

Over his works, oft Farth,' in-.Sca or Air, 

And multiply a Race of Worſhippers 

Holy and juſt: chnce happy if they ktiow 

Their happineſs, and prtbrany path 


So ſung they, and the Empyrean rung, 
With Hallelujahs: Thus was: Sabbath:kept: 
And thy requeſt think how falfil/d, that ask'd 
How firſt this World -and face of things began, 
And what before thy: memory was done 
From the beginning, ;that poſterity 
Inform'd by thee might” know '; if cle: thou hel a 
Aught, not ſurpaſſing. humane meaſure, - ay. 


The end of the $ eventh Book. 
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and exhorted to. ſearch rat 


iT *Z3t} 45VQ 
| So charming'lefttRisvVoice, that' he a while 
Thought him fl! ſpeaking, fall toodi fixr to hear; 
Then as new wak'd' thus gratcfully reply'd. 
What thanks ſufficient, or what recompence 
Equal have I tq/:render>theeg;:!Diviners 7 
Hiſtorian, whojzhus largely:haſt alldj'd | 
The thirſt 1: had of: knowltdgey/candewauchafd: © 1 
This fricndly:congefcenſionte\rtlate blo .. * 113 7) | 
Things elſ& by me: unfearchable;-:mow:heard © 55 
With wonder, but delight} oand;'vs ig" die, - 5? 
With glory attributed to thedkighd gion © 7 7 boon 
Creatour ? ſomething: yer 6f :donbe2tetaing, 1097 7102! 
Which only thy folution can reſolve. 
When I bchold ehus good; Frame, this World 
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Of Heav'n and Earth conſiſting, and compute, 
Their magtitudes, this Earth a ſpot; a grain, 
An Atom, with the Firmament compar'd 
And all her number'd Stars, that ſeem to roll 
Spaces incomprehenſible ( for ſuch 

Their diſtance argues and their ſwift return 
Diurnal ) merely: to officiate lighc 

Round this opacous Earth, this punctual por, 
One day-and night; in all their vaſt ſurycy 
Utſcleſs beſides; ,rexfoning: I oft admire, 

How Nature wiſe'and frugal could commir 
Such diſproportions;, "with ſuperfluous hand 

So many nobler Bodies to create, 

Greater ſo manifold*to: this one ule, 

For anght appears, - and' on their Orbs impoſe 
Such reſtleſs revolution. day by day 

Repeated, whule the ſedentary Earth, 

That better might with far leſs compaſs moye, 
Serv d by more noble than her ſelf, attains 

' Her end without leaſt motion, and receives, 

As Tribute ſuch a famlefs journey brought 

. Of incorporeal ſpeed; her warmth and light ; 
Speed, to deſcribe whole ſwiftnels Number fails. 


So ſpake our Sire, and by - his count'nance ſcem'd 
Entring on ſtudious thoughts abſtruſe, which Eve 
Perceiving- where ſhe fate retir'd in fight, 

With lowlineſs Majeſtick from her ſear 

And Grace that wone who ſaw to wiſh her tay, 
Roſe, and went forth among her Fruits and Flowers, 
To viſit how they proſper'd, bud: and bloom, 

| Her Nurſery; they at her coming ſprung, 

And toucnt by her fair tendance gladlicr grew. 

Ter went ſhe not, as not with ſuch: diſcourſe 


Dclighted, 
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Delighted, or not capable her car 

Of what was high: ſuch pleaſure ſhe reſery'd, 
Adam relating, ſhe ſole Auditreſs; 

Her Husband the Relater ſhe preferr'd 

Before the Angel, and of him to ask 

Choſe 1ather; he, ſhe knew, would intermix 
Grateful digreſſions, and ſolve high diſpute 

| With conjugal Carefſes from his Lip, 
Not words alone pleasd her. O when'.mect-now 
Such pairs, in Love and mutual Henour joyri'd ? 
With Goddeſs-like demeanour forth: ſhe went ; 
Not unattended, for on her as. Queen: 

A pomp of winning Graces waitcd ſtill, 

And from about her ſhot darts of :defire 

Into all cyes to wiſh her till in fight, 

And Raphael now to Adam's doubt propos'd 
Bcneyolent and facil thus reply'd. 


To ask or ſearch I blame thee not, for Heav'n 

' Is as the Book'of God before' thee /ſer, 

Wherecin to read his wondrous Works and learn 

His Seaſons, Hours, or Days, or Months; or Years : 

This to attain, whether Heavn move or Earth, 

Imports not, if thou reck'n right, the reſt 

From Man or Angel the great Architect 

Did wiſely to conceal, and not diyulge 

His ſecrets to be ſcann'd by them who ought 

Rather admire ; or if they liſt to try 

Conjecture, he his Fabrick of the Heay'ns 

Hath left to their diſputes, perhaps to moye 

His laughter at their quaint Opinions wide 

Hereafter, when they come to model Heav'n 

And calculate rhe Stars, how they will wicld | = 
The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, coritriye 
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To fave appearances,, how gird: the Sphere 
With Centrick and Eccentrick ſcribV'd o'er, 
Cycle and Epicycle, Orb in Orb: 

Already by thy reaſoning this I gueſs, 

Who art to lead thy offspring, and ſuppoſeſt 
That bodics bright and [greater ſhould not ſerve 
The lcfs nor bright, nor Heay'n ſuch journeys run, 
Earth ſicting ſtill, when' ſhe alone receives 

The benefit : conſider firſt, that great 

Or bright infers not excellence: the Earth 
Though in compariſon of Heav'n, ſo ſmall, 
Nor gliſtering, may of ſolid good contain 
More plenty than the Sun that barren ſhines, 
Whoſe virtue on it ſelf works no effect, 

But in the fruitful Earth, there firſt receivd 
His beams, unactive cle, their vigour find. 

Yet not to Earth are thoſe bright Luminaries 
Officious, but to thee Earth's: habicant. 
And for the Heay'ns wide Circuit, Tet it ſpeak 
The Maker's high magnificence, who built 

So ſpatious, and Is Line ftretche out ſo far. , 
That Man may know he dwells not 1n his own; 
An Edifice too Iarge:for him to fill, 

Lodg'd in a ſmall. partition, and the reſt 
Ordain'd for uſes to his Lord beſt known. 

The ſwiftneſs of thoſe Circles attribute; 

Though numberleſs, to: his Omnipotence, 

That to corporcal ſabſtances could add 

Specd almoſt ſpiritual ; me thou think'ſt not flow, 


Who ſince the Morning hour ſet out from Heay'n :* 


Where God reſides, and &er mid-day arrivid 
In Eder, diſtance incxpreſible 
By numbers that have; name., ' But this I urge, 


Admitting motion in the Heav'ns, to ſhew 
Dd 


Invalid 
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Invalid that which thee: co.>doubr-ut moy'd ; 

Not that I fo affirm; -though © it kom 

To thee who haſt thy dwelling hete on Earth. 

God to remove his ways 'from humanc' ſenſe, 

Plac'd Heay'n from Earth-ſo tar, ghar earchly ſight, 

If ic preſume, mighe exr-:in-things too high, 

And no advantage gain. What if the Sun 

" Be Centre to the World, and other 'Stars 

By his attractive virtue and-their own 

Incited, dance about him various rounds? = — 

Their wandring courſe now high, now low, then hid; 
Progreſſive, retrograde, or ſtanding ſtill, 

In fix thou feſt, and what if fey'mth; to theſe 

The Planet Earth, fo ftedfaſt though ſhe feem, 

Inſenſibly three different: mations 'moye ? 

Which elſe to. ſeveral Spheres. thou muſt aſcribe; 

Moy'd contrary - with thwart obliquities, 

Or ſave the Sun his: hbour; and that ſwift 

Nocturnal ad: Diurnal rhomb ſuppos'd, | 
Inviſible elſe above all Stars, the Wheel 

Of Day and Night ; which necds not thy belief, 

If Earth induſtrious of her:{elf ferch Day 

Travelling Eaſt, and with: her part averſe 

From the Sun's beam meet Night, her other parc 

Still luminous by his: ray. What if that lighe 

Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous alr, 

To the terreftrial-Moon' be as a Star 

Enlightning her by Day; as ſhe by Night 
This Earth? weciprocal; if: Land be there, 

Fields and Inhabitants: Her ſpots thou ſeeſt 

As Clouds, and Clouds may rain, and rain produce 

' Fruits in her foft'nd Soil, for fome'to cat = 
Allotted there ;* and: other: Suns perhaps 
With their attendant”Moons thou wilt defery 


Commus- 
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Communicating Male and Female Light, 
Which two great Sexes animate the World. 
Stor'd in each Orb perhaps with ſome thar live. 
For ſuch vaſt room in Nature unpoſſcſt 

By living Soul, deſart and deſolate, 

Only to ſhine, yet ſcarce to contribute 

Each Orb a glimpſe of Light, convey'd ſo far 
Down to this habitable, which returns 

Light back to them, is obvious to diſpute. 
But whether thus theſe things, or whether not, 
Whether the Sun predominant in Heay'n 

Riſe on the Earth, or Earth riſe on the Sun, 
He from the Eaſt his flaming rode begin, 

Or ſhe from Weſt her filent courſe advance 
With inoffenſive 'pace. that ſpinning ſleeps 

On her ſoft Axle, whule ſhe paces Ev'n, 

And bcars thee ſoft with the ſmooch Air along; 
Sollicit not thy thoughts with matters hid, 
Leave them to God aboye, him ſerye and fear; 
Of other Creatures, as him pleaſes beſt, 
Whereever plac'd, let him diſpoſe: joy thou 
In what he gives to thee, this Paradiſe 

' And thy fair Eve, Heavn is for thee too high 
To know what paſles there ; be lowly wiſe : 
Think only what concerns thee and thy being ; 


Dream not of other Worlds, what Creatures there 


Live, in what ſtate, conditition or degree, 
Contentcd that thus far hath been reveal'd 
Not of Earth onely but of higheſt Heay'n. 


To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, reply d. 


How fully haſt thou ſatisty'd me, pure 
Intelligence of Heav'n, Angel ſerene, 


And frecd from intricacies, taught to live, 
Dd 2 
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The caficſt way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the ſweet of Life, from which 

God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 
And not moleſt us, unleſs we our ſelves = 

Seek them with wandring thoughts, and notions vain? 
But apt the Mind her Fancy 1s to rove 
Uncheckt, and of her roving 1s no end; ; 
Till warn'd, or by experience caught, ſhe learn, 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From uſe, obſcure and ſubtile, but to ktiow 
That which before us hes in daily life, 

Is the prime Wiſdom, what is more, is fume, 
Or emptineſs, or fond 1mpertinence; 

And renders us in things that moſt concern 
Unpractis'd, unprepar'd, and ſtill: to ſeek. 
Therefore from this high picch let ths deſeend 

A lower flight, and [Peak of thitigs at hand 
Uſeful, whence haply mention may .ariſc 

Of ſomething not unſeaſonable to ask 

By ſufferance, and thy wonted fayour- deign'd 
Thee I have heard relatitis what was done 

Ecer my remembrance: 'now hear nic relate 

My Story, which perhaps thou haft not heard : 
And Day is yet not ſpent; till then thou feſt 
How ſubtly to detain thee I deviſe, 

Inviting thee to hear while I. relate, ' 

Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply : 

For while I ſit with thee, I ſeern 'in Heav'n, 
And ſweeter thy diſcourſe 1s to my car 

Than Fruits of Palm-trec pleaſanteſt to thirſt 
And hunger both, from labour, 'at the hour 
Of ſweet repaſt; they ſatiate, and ſoon fill, 
Though pleaſant, but thy words with' Grace Divine 
Imbu'd, bring to their fweethels no ſatiety. 
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To whom thus Raphael anſwer'd hoav'nly meck. 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful, Sire of men, 
Nor tongue uneloquent; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alſo pour'd 
Inward and outward both, his image fair : 
Speaking or mute all comelincſs and grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion forms, 
Nor leſs think we in Heay'n of thee on Earth 
Than of our fellow-ſeryant, and inquire 
Gladly into the ways of God with Man : 
For God we ſee hath honour'd thee, and ſer 
On Man his equal'love: fay therefore on ; 
For I that day wavabſtnt, as befell, 
Bound on: a yoyage&'uncouth and obſcure, 
Far on excurſion toward the Gates of Hell ; 
Squar'd in full Legions (ſuch command we had ) 
To ſce' that none thence iffa'd forth a fpy, 
Or enemy, while God was in his work, 
Leſt he incenſt art ſuch eruption bold, 
Deſtruction: with Creation nughe have mixe, 
Not that they durſt without his kave attempt, 
But us he nds upon his Ingh beheſts 
For State, as Soy'teign King, and to enure 
Our prompt obedience. Faſt we found, faſt ſhuc 
The diſmal Gates, and barricado'd ftrong; 
But long cer our approaching heard within 
Noiſe, other than the found of Dance or Song, 
Torment, and loud lament, 'atid furious rage. 
Glad we return'd up to the Coaſts of Light 
Ecr Sabbath Evning': ſo we had in charge. 
But thy relation now; for I attend, 


Pleasd with thy words no lc&-than thou with mine. 


So 
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So ſpake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire. 
For man to tell how humane Life began 

Is hard; for who himſelf beginning knew? 

Deſire with thee ſtil] longer to converſe 
Induc'd me. As new wak'd from ſoundeſt ſleep 
Soft on the flowry herb I found me- laid 

In balmy Sweat, which with his Beams the Sun 
Soon dry'd, and on the reaking moiſture fed. 

| Streight toward Heav'n'my wondring. Eyes I turn'd, 
And gaz'd a while the ample Sky, till rais'd 

By quick inſtin&tive motion up I ſprung, 

As thitherward endeayouring, and upright 

Stood on my feet; about me round ] ſaw 

Hill, Dale, and ſhady Woods, and ſunny Plains, 
And liquid lapſe of mutpwuring ſtreams ; by theſe, 
Creatures that liv'd, and, moy'd, and- walk'd, or flew, 
Birds on the branches warbling ;. all things ſmil'd, 
With fragrance and wich joy my heart o'erflow'd. 
My If I then perus'd, and Limb by Limb 
Survey'd, and ſometimes: went, and ſometimes ran 
Wich ſupple joynts, and. lively vigour led: 

But who I was, or where, or from what cauſe, 
Knew not; to ſpeak I try'd, and forthwith ſpake, 
My Tongue obey'd and readily could name 
Wharte'er I ſaw. Thou Sun, faid I, fair Light, 
And thou enlight'nd Earth, fo freſh and gay, 

Ye Hills and Dales, yeRivers, Woods and Plains, 
And ye that live and move, fair Creatures, tell, 
Tell, if ye faw, how came I thus, how here? 
Not of my felt; 'by ſome great Maker then, 

In goodneſs and in power preeminent ; 

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, 
From whom I have that thus I moye and live, 


And 
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And''frel-that I am happier than I know. 


While thus I call'd, and ſtray'd I knew not whither, 


From where I firſt drew Air, and firſt beheld 
This happy Light, when anfwer none return'd 
On a green ſhady Bank profuſe of Flowers 
Penfive I fat me down; there gentle ſleep 
Firſt found 'me, and with ſoft oppreſſion ſeis'd 


My drowlſcd ſenſe, - untroubl'd, though I thought 


I then was paſſing to'my former ſtate 
Inſenſible, and: forthwith co diffolye : 

When ſuddenly ſtood at my head a dream, 
Whoſe inward apparition gently moy'd 

My fancy to believe I yet had being, 

And liy'd: One came; methought-of ſhape Divine: 
And faid, thy Manſion wants thee, Adam, riſc, 
Firſt Man, of Men innumerable ordain'd 

Firſt Father, call'd by thee I come thy Guide 
To the Garden of bliſs, thy ſeat prepar'd. 

So faying, by the hand he took me rais'd, 
And over Ficlds and Waters 'as in Air 

Smooth ſliding without ſtep, Iaft led me up 

A woody Mountain ; whoſe high top was plain; 
A Circuit wide, enclos'd, with goodlieft Trees 
Planted, with Walks and Bowers, that what I faw 
Of Earth bcfore ſcarce pleaſant ſeem'd. Fach Tree 
Load'n with faireſt Fruit thar hung to th' eye 
Tempting, ftirr'd in me ſudden appetite 

To pluck and cat ; whereat I wak'd-and found 
Before mine Eyes all real, as the dream 

Had lively ſhadow'd: Here had new began 
My wandring, had not he who was, my Guide 
' Up hicher, from among the Trees appear'd 

| Preſence Divine. Rejoyeing, bur with awe 

It1 adoration at his feet I fell 


Submifs 
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Submits : be rcard me, and whom thou ſoughtſt: Tam, 
Said mildly, Authour of all this tou feel; ....1. 01-755 
Aboye, or round about thce or beneath. et nel 
This Paradiſe I give thec, count it: thine 

To till and keep, and of thc Fruit to;eat: 

Of every Tree that in the. Garden . grows | 54 
Fat freely with glad heart ; fcar here no.dearth: .., \ 
But of the Tree whoſe operation brings 6 Oe 
Knowledge of good and ill, which 1 haye ſe rw md 
The Pledge of thy Obcdience and thy Faith, len 
Amid the Garden by the Tree of Lite, he 
Remember what I warn thee, ſhun to taſte, :; ,.,::; - 
And ſhun the bitter conſequence: for know, 

The day thou car'it thereof, my ſole command 
Tranſpreſt, inevitably thou ſhalt dye ; 

From that day mortal, and this happy ſtate 

Shalr loſe, expell'd from hence into a World 

Ot woc and ſorrow. Stcrnly. he pronounc'd 

The rigid interdi&tion, which reſounds 

Yet dreadful in. mine car, though in my, choice 

Not to incur; but ſoon his clear aſpect 

Return'd and gratious purpoſe thus renew 'd. 

| For onely theſe fair bounds, but all the Earth 

To thee and to thy Race I give; as Lords 

Poſſeſs it, and all things that therein live, 

Or live in Sca, or Air, Beaſt, Fiſh and Fowl. 

In fign whereof each Bird arid Beaſt behold 

Aftcr their kinds; I bring them to receive 

From thee their Names, and pay thee fealty 

With low ſubjection ; underſtand the fame 

Of Fiſh within their watry reſidence 

Not hither ſummon'd, ſince they cannot change 

Their Element to draw the thinner Air. 

As thus he ſpake, each Bird and Beaſt bchold 


Approaching 


}])"T—— —__ 
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Approaching two and two, theſe cowring low 
With blandiſhment, each Bird ſtoop'd on his wing. 
I nam'd them, as they paſsd, and underſtood 
Their Nature, with ſuch knowledge God cndu'd 
My ſudden apprehenſion: but in theſe 

| found not what me thought I wanted ſtill, 

And to the Heay'nly Viſion thus preſum'd. 


O by what name, for thou above all thele, 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher, 
Surpaſſeſt far my naming, how may I 
Adore thee, Author of this Univerſe, 

And all this good to man, for whoſe well being 

So amply, and with hands fo liberal | 
Thou haſt provided all things; but with me 

I ſee not who partakes. In ſolitude 

What happineſs, who can enjoy alone, 

Or all enjoying, what contentment find ? 

Thus I preſumptuous ; and the viſion bright, 

As with a ſmile more bright'nd, thus reply'd. 


What call & thou ſolitude? is not che Earth 
With various - living Creatures, and the Air 
Repleniſht, and all theſe at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? know'ſt thou not 
Their language and their ways ? they alſo know, 
And: reaſon not contemptibly ; with theſe 
Find paſtime and bear rulc ; thy Realm is large, 
So ſpake the Univerſal Lord, and ſeem'd 
So, ordering. I with leave of ſpeech implor'd, 
And humble deprecation thus reply'd. 


Let not my words offend thee, Heav'nly Power, 


My Maker, be propitious while I ſpeak. 
1A E C. 


Haſt 
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Haſt thou not made me here thy ſubſtitute, 
And theſe inferiour far beneath 'me; ſer? :: 
Among uneguals what ſociety -.. 

Can fort, what harmony or crut:delighe 2 | 
Which muſt be mutual,;: in. proportion due: 
Giv'n and receiv'd; bur an diſparity 

The one incenſe, {the other. ſtil] remils 

Cannot well ſuit with either, but ſoon proye 
Tedious alike : Of fellowſhip I ſpeak 

Such as I ſcek, fir ro; participate 

All rational delighr, wherem- che , brute 

Cannot be humane confort ; they ' rejoyce 
Each with thew kind, Lion with 'Lioneſs; 

So fitly them 1n pairs thou haſt combin'd ; 
Much leſs can Bd: with Beaſt, or Fiſh with Fowl 
So well converſe, nor with the Ox the Ape; 
Worſe then can Man with : Beaſt, | and- leaft of all. 
Whereto th' Almighty anſwer'd, not diſpleas'd. 

A nice and ſubrile happineſs I ſee 

Thou to thy ſelf propoſe, - in the: choice + 

Of thy Aſſociates, Adam, and wilt taſte 

No pleaſure, though: in pleaſure, ſolitary. 

What think'ſt chou then of me, and this way" ftare? 
Seem I to thee ſufficiently - poſleſt .. 

Of happineſs,-or not? who am alonc 

From all Erernity, for none I know 

Second to: me or like, equal much leſs. 

How have I theri with whom to hold: converſe 
Save with the Creatures which I made; and thoſe 
To me inferiour, infinite-deſcents 

Beneath what other Creatures are to thee 2 


He ceas'd, I lowly anſwer'd. To attain 
The height and depth of chy Eccrnal ways 
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All humane thoughts come ſhore, Supreme of things ; 


Thou in thy ſelf arc perfe&t,- and in thee 

Is no deficience found; not fo is Man, 
But in degree, the cauſe of his deſire 
By converſation with his like to help, 
Or ſolace his defefts. Nonced that thou 
Shouldſt propagate, already infinite ; 


And through all numbers abſolute, though One ; 


But Man by number is to manifeſt 

His ſingle imperfe&tion, and beget 

Like of his like, his Image multiply'd, 

In unity defe&tive, which requires 

Collateral love, and dearcſt amity. 

Thou in thy ſccreſie although alone; 

Beſt with thy ſelf accompany'd, ſeekeſt not 

Social communication, yet ſo pleas'd, 

Cant raiſe thy Creature to what height thou wilt 
Of Union or Communion; deifi'd; 

I by converling cannot theſe erect 

From prone; nor in their ways complacence find. 
Thus I embold'nd ſpake, and freedom us'd | 
Permifliye, and acceptance found, which gain'd 
This anſwer from the gratious . voice Divine. 


Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleasd, . 
And find thee knowing not of Beaſts alone, 
Which thou haſt rightly nam'd, bur of thy ſelf, 
Expreſſing well the ſpirit within' thee free, 
My .Image, not imparted to: the Bruce, 
Whoſe fellowſhip therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reaſon was thou freely ſhould diſlike, 
And be fo minded ſtill; I, &'er thou ſpak'ſt, 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone, 


And no fuch company as then thou ſaw'ſt 
EC 2 


Inten- 
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Intended thee for trial only brought, 

To ſee how thou couldſt judge of fit and meet: 
What next I bring ſhall pleaſe thee, be aſlur'd, 
Thy likeneſs, thy fir help, thy other lf, 

Thy wiſh exactly to thy hearts deſire, 


He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My Earthly by his Heav'nly overpower'd, 
Which it had long ſtood under, ſtrein'd to th' height 
In that celeſtial Colloguy ſublime, 
As with an Object that excels the ſenſe, 
Dazl'd and ſpent, ſunk down, and ſought repair 
Of ſlcep, which inſtantly fell on me, call'd 
By Nature as 1n aid, and 'closd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but op'n lefr the Cell 
Of Fancy my internal fight, by which 
Abſtract as in a' trance mecthought I ſaw, 
Though ſleeping, where T lay, and ſaw the ſhape 
Still glorious before whom awake I ſtood, 
Who ſtooping op'nd my left fide, and took 
From thence a Rib, with cordial ſpirits warm, 
And life-bloud ſtreaming freſh ; wide-was the wound, 
But ſuddenly with fleſh fill'd up and heaFd : 
The Rib he form'd and faſhion'd with his hands; 
Under his forming hands a Creature grew, 
Manlike, but different Sex, fo loycly fair, 
That what ſeem'd fair inall the world ſeem'd now 
Mean, or in her fumm'd up, m her contain'd, 
And in her looks which from that time infus'd 
Sweetneſs into my heart, unfele before, 
And into all things from her Air inſpir'd 
The ſpirit of loye and amorous delight. 
She diſappear'd, and left me dark, I wak'd 
To find her, or for eyer to deplore 
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Her loſs, and other pleaſures all abjure: 
When out of hope, behold her not far off, 
Such as I ſaw her in my dream, adorn'd 
With what all Earth or Heav'n could beſtow 
To make her amiable : On ſhe came, 
Led by her Heav'nly Maker, though unſeen, 
And guided by his voice, nor uninform'd 
Of nuptial Sanctity and marriage Rites: 
Grace was in all her ſteps, Heay'n in her Eye, 
In every geſture dignity and love. 

I over-joy'd could not forbear aloud. 


This curn hath made amends ; thou haſt fulfill'd 
Thy words, Creatour bounteous and benign, 
Giver of all things fair, but faireſt this 
Of all thy Gifts, nor envieſt. I now ſe 
Bone of my Bone, Fleſh of my Fleſh, my Self 
Before me; Woman 1s her name, of Man 
Extracted ; for this cauſe he ſhall forgo 
Father and Mother, and to his Wite adhere; 
And they ſhall be one Fleſh, one Heart, one Soul. 


She heard me thus, and though divinely brought, 
Yet Innocence and Virgin Modeſty, 
Her Vertue and the conſcience of her ' worth, 
That would be woo'd, and not unſought be won, 
Not obvious, not obtruſive, but retir'd, 
The more deſirable, or to fay all, 
Nature her elf, though pure of ſinful th ought, 
Wrought in her ſo, that ſeeing me, ſhe turn'd; 
I follow'd her, ſhe what was Honour knew, 
And with obſequious Majeſty approv'd 
My pleaded reaſon. To the Nuptial Bowre 
I ed her bluſhing hke the Morn: all Heav'n, 
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And happy Conſtcllations on that hour 

Shed their {clectcſt influence; the Earth 

Gave ſign of gratulation, and cach Hull; 

Joyous the Birds; freſh Gales and gentle Airs 
Whiſper'd it to the Woods, and from their wings 
Flung Roſe, flung Odours from the ſpicy Shrub, 
Diſporting, till the amorous Bird of Nighc 
Sung ſpouſal, and bid haſte the Evening Star 

On his Hill cop, to light the bridal Lamp. -» 
Thus have I told thee all my ſtate, and brought 
My Story to the ſum of earthly bliſs 

Which I enjoy, and muſt confeſs to find 

| In all things elſe delight indeed, but ſuch 

As us'd or.not, works in the mind no change, 

Nor vechement deſire, theſe delicacies 

I mcan of Taſte, Sight, Smell, Herbs, Fruits and Flowers 
Walks, and the melody. of Birds; but here 

Far otherwiſe, tranſported I behold, 
Tranſported touch; here paſſion firſt I felt, 

- Commotions ſtrange, in all enjoyments elſe 
Superiour and unmoy'd, here only weak 
Againſt the charm of Beauty's powerful glance, 

Or Nature fail'd in. me, and lefr ſome part 

Not proof enough ſuch Objc& to ſuſtain, 

Or from my ſide ſubduting, took perhaps 
More than enough; art leaſt on her beſtow'd 
Too much of Ornament, in outward ſhew 
Elaborate, of inward leſs exact. 

For well I underſtand in the prime end: 

Of Nature her th' inferiour, in the mind 

And inward Faculties, which moſt excel, 

In outward alſo her reſembling lef 

His Image who made both, and leſs exprefling 
The character of that Domumion giv'n 


A 
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Or other Creatures ; yet when I approach 
Her lovelineſs, fo abſolute ſhe ſeems 

And 1n her ſelf compleat, ſo well to know 
Her own, that what ſhe wills to do or fay, 
Secms waiſeſt, vcrtuouſeſt, diſcreeteſt, beſt 
A'l higher knowledge in her preſence falls 
Degraded : Wiſcdom in diſcourſe with her 
Loſes diſcount'nanc'd, and like folly ſhews ; 
Authority and Reaſon on her wait, 

As one intended firſt, not after made 
Occaſionally ; and wo conſummate all, 
Greatneſs of mind and nobleneſs their ſeat 
Build in her lovelieſt, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard Angclick plac'd. 
To whom the Angel with contracted brow. 


Accuſe not Nature, ſhe hath done her part; 
Do thou but thine, and be not difhdene 
Of Wiſcdom, ſhe deſerts thee not, if thou 
Diſmiſs not her, when moſt thou need'ſt her nigh, 
By attributing overimuch to things 
Leſs excellent, as thou thy ſelf perceiy'ft.. 

For what admir'ſt thou, what tranſports thee fo, 

An outſide? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cheriſhing, thy honouring, and thy love, 
Not thy ſubje&tion: weigh with her thy (elf, 
Then value : Ofc timcs nothing profits more 
Than ſelf eſteem, grounded on juſt and righc | 
Well manag'd; of that skill the more thou know'ſ, 
The more ſhe will acknowledge thce her Head, 
And to realities yield all her ſhews: 

Made ſo adorn for thy delight the more, 

So awful, that with honour thou mayſt love 
Thy mate, who ſecs when thou art ſccn leaſt wiſe 
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Bur if the ſenſe of touch whereby mankind 

Is propagated ſeem ſuch dcar delight 

Beyond all other, think the ſame vouchſat d 

To Cattel and cach Beaſt ; which would not be 
To them made common and divulg'd, if aughr 
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to ſubdue 

The ' Soul of Man, or paſſion in him move. 
What higher in her ſociety thou find'ſt 
Attractive, humane, rational, love ſtill; 

In loving thou doſt well, in paſſion not, 
Wherein true Love conſiſts not; love refines 
The thoughts, and hearc enlarges, hath his ſeat 
In Reaſon, and is judicious, is th#ſcale 

By which to Heav'nly Love thou mayſt aſcend, 
Not ſunk 1n carnal pleaſure, for which cauſc 
Among the Beaſts no Mate for thee was found. 


To whom thus half abaſh'd Adam: reply'd. 
Neither her out-ſide form'd ſo fair, nor aught 
In procrcation common to all kinds 
( Though higher of the genial Bed by far, 
And with myſterious reyerence I deem ) 

So much delights me as thoſe graceful acts, 
Thoſe thouſand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words and actions mixt with Love 

And fweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 

Union of Mind, or in us both one Soul ; 

Harmony to bchold in wedded pair 

More grateful than harmonious ſound to th' car. 

Yet theſe ſubject not; I to thee diſcloſe. 

What inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'd, © © 
Who meet with various Objects, from the ſenk : 
Variouſly repreſentirig; yet ſtill free YER FI. 
Approve the beſt, and follow what I approve. 
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' To love thou blam' me nor, for love thou ſayſt 
Leads up to Heav'n, is both the way and guidse . 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I as; 

Love not the Heav'nly Spirits, and how their Love 
Expreſs they, by looks only, or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch ? 


To whom the Angel with a ſqule chat glow'd 
Celeſtial roſie red, Loye's proper hue, 
Anſwer'd, Let it ſuffice thee that thou know'Rt 
Us happy, and without Love no happinek. 
Whatever pure thou' in thy body- enjoy'ft 
( And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence, and obſtacle find none 
Of membrane, joynt or Lumb, excluſive bars: 
Fafier than Air with Air, if Spirits embrace, 
Total they mix, union of Pure with Pure 
Deſiring ; nor reſtrain'd conyeyance need, 
As Fleſh to mix with Fleſh, or Soul with Soul. 
But I can now no more; the parting Sun 
\ Beyond the Earth's green Cape and verdant Ifles 
Heſperean ſets, my Signal to deparr. 
Be ſtrong, live happy, and love, but firſt of all 
"Him whom to. love is to obey, and keep 
His great command; take heed left Paſſion ſway 
Thy Judgment to do aught, which elſe free Will 
Would not admit; thine and of all thy Sons 
The weal or woe 1n thee is plac'd ; beware, 
I in thy perſevering ſhall rejoyce, 
And all the Bleſt: ſtand faſt; to ſtand or fall 
Free in thine own Arbitrement 1t lies. 
Perfet within, no outward aid require ; 
And all temptation to tranſgrels repel: 
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So ſaying, he aroſe; whom Adam thus 
Follow'd wich benediction. ' Since ito, part, 
Go Heav'nly Gueſt, Erhercal Meflenger, 
Sent from whoſe Sov reign:Goodne(s:Þ adore, 
Gentle to me and affable-hath been * 

Thy condeſcenſion, and ſhall be honour'd ever 
With grateful Memory : thou 'to Mankind 
Be good and friendly till,- and of return. : 


So parted chey, che, Angel up to Heavn 
From the chick ſhade, and Aram to his Bower. 


The End of the Eighth Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


-. Satan having conipaſs'd the Earth, with meditated guile returns © 
” as amiſt by Night into. Paradiſe, enters into the Serpent fleep- 
* ing. Adam and Eve in the Morning go forth to their la- 

bours, which Eve propoſes to divide in ſeveral places, each 
labouring apart : Adam conſents not, alledging the danger, 
left that Enemy, of whom they were forewarn'd, ſhould attempt 
her found alone: Eve 'loth to be thought not circumſpef or 
firm enough, urges her going apart, the rather deſirous to make 
trial of her ftrength; Adam at laſt yields: The Serpent finds 
her alone ; his ſubtile approach, firſt gazing, then ſpeaking, 
with much flattery extolling Eve above all other Creatures. 
Eve wondring to hear the Serpent ſpeak., asks how he attaind 
to humane ſpeech and ſuch underſtanding not till now ; the 
Serpent anſwers, that by taſting of a certain Tree in the Gar- 
den he attain'd to both Speech and Reaſon, till then woid of both : 
Eve requires him to bring her to that Tree, and finds it to be 
the Tree of Knowledge forbidden: The Serpent now grown bol- 
der, with many wiles and arguments induces her at length to 
eat; ſhe pleas d with the taſte, deliberates a while whether to 
impart thereof to Adam or not, at laſt brings him of the Fruit, 
relates what perſuaded her to eat thereof: Adam at firſt a- 
mazd, but perceivinig' het loft, reſolves through vehemence of 
love to periſh with her; and extenuating the: treſpaſs eats 
. alſo of the Frait : The Efſefts thereof in them both , they ſeek, 
to cover their nakegne(s ; then fall to variance and accuſation 
 .of one another. | 
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O more of talk where God or Angel Gueſt 
With Man, as with his Friend, familiar us'd 
To ſit indulgent, and with him partake 

Rural repaſt, ,pegmitting him, ghe while» | 
Venal diſcoutſe unblam'd ; I now *muſt change 
Thoſe Notes to tragick ; foul diſtruſt and breach 
Difloyal on the part of Man, revolt, 

And diſobedience: On the part of Heav'n 

Now alicnated, diſtance and diſtaſte, 

Anger and juſt rebuke, and judgment giv'n, 

That brought into this World a World of woc, 
Sin and her ſhadow Death, and Miſery 
Dcath's Harbinger : Sad task, yet Argument 

Not leſs but ,mpre Heroick than the wrath 

Of \ſtern Achilles .on his Foc purſu'd 

Thrice Fugitive about 7roy Wall; or rage 

Of '7urnys for Lavinia diſeſpous 4d, 

Or Neptune's ire or Juno's, that ſo long 

Perplex'd the Greek and Cytherea's Son ; 

If anſwerable ſtyle I can obtain 

Of my Celeſtial Patroneſs, who deigns 

Hex nightly viſitation unimplor'd, 

And di&tates to me flumbring, or inſpires 

Eaſic my unpremeditated Vere. | 

Since firſt this Subject for Heroick Song | 

Pleas'd me long chuſing, and beginning late; | 

Not ſedulous by Nature to indite 

Wars, hitherto the only argument 

. Heroick deem'd, chief maſtery to diflect 

With long and tedious hayeck fabl'd Knights - 

In Battels feign'd ; the better fortitude 

Of Patience and Heroick Martyrdom 

Unſung; or to deſcribe Races and Games, 

Or Tilcing Furniture, emblazon'd Shields, 
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* Impreſſes quaint, Capariſons -and Stecds; 

| Baſes and Tinſel Trappirigs, \goxgeous Knights 
At-Jouſt andTournement; thenimarſhal'd/Feaſt 
Serv'd up in Hall with Sewers, and Sencſchals, 
The skill of Artifice'or Office niean, 
Not that which juſtly [gives Heroick name 
To Petſon or to Poem. Me of theſe 
Nor $skill'd nor ftudious, higher Argument 
Remains, ſufficient of t ſelf to raiſe 
That Name, unleſs an 'age' tov late, or cold 
Climate, or Years damp my intended wing 
Depreſt, and much they may, if all be mine, 
Not hers who brings it nightly to !my ear. 


The Sun was ſunk, and after him the Star 
Of Heſperus, whoſe Office is to bring 
Twilight upon the Earch, ſhort Arbiter 
'Twixt Day and Night, and now from end toend 
Night's Hemiſphere had val'd cth'Horizon reund : 
When Satan, who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now. improv'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On man's deſtruction, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himſelf, fearleſs rerurn'd. 
By Night he fled, and at Midnight return'd 
From compaſling the Earth, cautious of day, 
Since Uriel Regent of the Sun deſcry'd 
His entrance, and forewarn'd the Cherubim 
That kept their watch; thence full of anguiſh driv'n, 
The ſpace of ſcy'n continu'd Nights he rode 
With darkneſs, thrice the Equinoctial Line - 
He circl'd, four times croſs'd the Car of Night 
From Pole to Pole, traycrſing cach Colare ; 
On th'cighth return'd, and on the Coaſt aycrſc 
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From entrance. or Cherubick Watch, by ſtealch 


Found unſuſpeced; way: - There was-a place, 


Now not, though Sin, nat Time; firſt wroughtthe change, 


Where 7igrjs;'at the foot of Paradiſe: 

Into a Gulf ſhot under, ground, -tlb-part 
Roſe up a Fountain by the Tree-of+ Life, 

In with the River ſunk, and with-it roſe 
Satan involv'd in riſing Miſt, then ſought 
Where to lie hid : Sea he had fearcht and Land 
From Eden qyer. Pontrs,. and the-Pool 

Mzotis up beyond the: River 0b; 

Downward as:far Antireick ; and in length 
Weſt from Grontes:to the Occan barr'd 

At Darien, thence to the Land where flows 
Ganges and Indzs : thus the: Orb hc roam'd 
With narrow ſearch; and with infpe&tion deep 
Conſider'd eycry Creature, which of all 

Moſt opportune'might ſerve his Wiles, .and found 
The Serpent ſabrleſt Beaſt.of alLthe Field. 
Him after long debate; -arreſolute 

Of thoughts revoly'd, his final ſentence choſe 
Fit Veſſel, firtefſt Imp of .fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark' ſuggeſtions hide 
From ſharpeſt ſight: for in the wily Snake, 
Whatever flights none would ſuſpicious mark, 
As from his, wit and native ſubtiley 
Proceeding, which in other Beaſts obſery'd 
Doubt might beget of. Diabolick power 
Active: within'' beyond che ſenſe of brute. 

Thus he reſolv'd;-but firſt from inward grief - 
His burſting pathon into-plaints thus pour'd. 


O Earth, bow. like to Heavn, if not-prefcrr'd 
More juſtly, Seat: worthier of Gods, -as builc 
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With ſecond thoughts, reforming what was old! 
For what God after better worſe would build 2 
Terreſtrial Hcav'n, danc'd round by other Heav'ns 
That ſhine, yer bear their bright officious Lamps. 
Light above Light, for thee, alone, as ſeems, 
In thee concentring all their pretious beams 

Of facred influence: As God in Heav'n 

Is Centre, yet extends: to all, ' fo thou 
Centring receiv'ſt fronyall choſe Orbs; in thee, 
Not in themſelves, all their known virtue appears 
Productive in Herb,-- Plant, and nobler birth 

Ot Creatures animate with gradual life 

Of Growth, Senſe, Reaſon, all ſum'd up in Man. 
With what delight could I have walk'd thee round, 
It 1 could joy in- aught, ſweer interchange 

Of Hill and Valley, Rivers, Woods and Plains, 
Now Land, now Seca, and Shoars with Foreſt crown'd, 
Rocks, Dens and Cayes ? but I in fione of theſe 
Find place or refuge; and the more I ſee 
Pleaſures about: me, - ſo auch more I feel 
Torment within me, as from the hateful ſiege 

Of contrarics; all good to me becomes 

Bane, and in Heay'n much worſe would be'my ſtate, 
| But neither here feck I, no nor in Heay'rr * 

To dwell, unle& by maſt'ing Heav'ns Supreme ; 
Nor hope to be my {lf Iſs miſcrable 

By what I ſeck, bur others to make ſuch 

As I, though thereby worſe to ine redound : 

For onely in deſtroying I find eaſe 

To my reletitle thoughts; and him deſtroy, 
Or won to what may work lus utter loſs, 

For whom all this was made, all this will foon 

| Follow, as to him linkt in weal or woe,” 

In woe then ; that deſtruction wide may range : 


To 
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To me ſhall be the glory ſole among 
Th' infernal Powers, in-one day to have marr'd 
What he, Almighty ty1'd, fix Nights and Days 
Continu'd making, and who knows how long, 
Before had been contriving, though perhaps 

Not longer than ſince I in one Night freed. | 
From ſervitude inglorious wellnigh half 

Th' Angelick Name, and thinner left the throng 
Of his Adorers? he to be avengd, 

And to repair his numbers thus impair'd, , * +. 
Whether ſuch virtue ſpent of old now fail'd; 
More Angels to create, if they art leaſt 

Arc tis created, or to ſpite us more, 
Detcrmin'd to advance into our room 

A Creature form'd of Earth, and him endow,” 
Exalted from fo baſe Original, 

With Heav'nly ſpoils, our ſpoils: What. he decreed. 
He eff:&ed; Man he made, and for hifn builc 
Magnificent this World, and Earth his fear, 
Him Lord pronounc'd, and, O indignity ! 
Subjected: to his ſervice Angel wings, 

And flaming Miniſters to watch and- tend 

Their carthy Charge : Of theſe the vigilance 

I dread, and do clude, thus wrapt in miſt 

Of midnight vapour glide obſcure, -and pry 

In every Buſh and Brake, where hap may find 
The Serpent ſkeping, in whoſe mazie folds 

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring, 

O foul deſcent ! that I who erſt contended 
With Gods to {it the higheſt, am now conſtrain'd 
Into a Beaſt, and mixt with beſtial ſlime, 

This eſſence to incarnate and imbrute, 
That to the height of Deicy aſpird; 
But what will not ambition and reyenge 
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Deſcend to? who aſpires muſt down as low 
As high he foard, obnoxious firſt or laſt 


To baſcſt things. Revenge, ar firſt though ſweet, - 


Bitter eer long back on it ſelf recoils ; 

Let it; I reck not, fo it light well aim'd, 
Since higher I fall ſhort, on him who next 
Proyokes my envy, this new favorite 

Of Heav'n, this Man of Clay, Son of deſpite, 
Whom us the more to ſpite his Maker rais'd 
From duſt : ſpite then with ſpite is beſt repay'd. 


So faying, through each Thicket Dank or Dry, 


Like a black miſt low. creeping, he held on 

His midright fearch, where ſooneſt he might find 
The Serpent: him faſt ſleeping ſoon he found 

In Labyrinth of many a round ſelfroll'd, 


His head the midſt, well ftor'd with ſubtile wiles: 


Not yet in horrid ſhade or diſmal Den, 

Nor innocent yet, but on the graflic Herb 
Fearleſs unfear'd he ſlept: in at his Mouth 

The Devil enter'd, and his brutal ſenſe, 

' In heart or head, poſſeſſing ſoon inſpur'd 

With act intelligential; but his ſleep 

Diſturb'd not, waited cloſe th' approach of Morn. 
' Now when- as ſacred light began to dawn 

In Eden on the humid Flowers, that breath'd 


Their morning incenſe, when all things that breathe, 


From th' Earth's great Altar fend up filent praiſe 
To the Creatour, . and his Noftrils fill 

' With grarcful Smell, forth came the humane pair 
And joyn'd their vocal Worſhip to the Choir 

Of Creatures wanting voice; that done, partake 
The Seaſon, prime for ſweeteft Scents and Airs : 
Then commune how that or they beſt may ” 
Gg 
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Their growing work : for much their work outgrew 
The hands diſpatch of two Gard'ning fo wide. 
And- Eve firſt to her Husband thus began. 


Adam, well may we labour ſtill to dreſs 
This Garden, fill to tend Plant, Herb and Flower, 
Our pleaſant task enjoyn'd; but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows, - 
Luxurious by reſtraint; what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 
One Night or- two with wanton growth derides 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now adviſe 
Or bear what to my mind- firſt thoughts preſent, 
Let us divide our Labours, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where moſt needs, whether to wind 
The Woodbine round this Arbour, or direct 
The claſping Ivie where to climb, whule I 
In yonder ſpring of Roſes intermixt | 
With Myrtle, find what to redreſs till Noon : 
For while ſo near each other thus all day 
Our task we chuſe, what 'wonder if fo near 
Looks intervene and ſmiles, or object new 
Caſual diſcourſe draw on, which intermits 
Our days work brought to little, though begun 
Early, and the hour of Supper comics unearn'd. 


To whom mild anfwer Aden: thus: return'd, 
Sole Eve, Aſſociate fole, to me beyond 
Compare aboye all living Creaturcs dear, | 
Well haſt thou motion'd, well thy thoughts employ'd. 
How we might beſt fulfil the work which here 
God hath aflignd us, nor of me ſhalt paſs 
Unpraisd: for nothing lovelicr can be found 
In Woman, than to ſtudy houſhold good, 


And 
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And good works in her Husband to promote. 
Yer not ſo- ſtrictly hath our Lord impos'd 
Labour, as to debar us when we need 
Refreſhment, whether food or talk berween, 

Food of the mind, or this. ſweet intercourſe 

Of looks and ſmiles, for ſmiles from Reaſon flow, 
To brute deny'd, and are of Love' the food, 
Love not the loweſt end of Humane life. 

. For not to irkſome toil, but co delight, 

He made us, and delight co Reaſon join'd. 

Theſe Paths and Bowers doubt not-but our joint hands 
Will keep from Wilderneſs with caſe, as wide 

As we necd walk, till younger hands cer long 
Aſſiſt us: But 1f much conyerſe perhaps 

Thee fatiate, to ſhort abſence I could yield. 

For ſolitude ſometimes is beſt ſociety, 

And ſhort retirement urges ſweet return. 

But other doubt poſleſlcs me, - Teſt harm 

Befall thee ſever'd from me; for thou knowift 
What hath been warn'd us, what malitious Foe 
Enyying our happineſs, and of: his own | 
Deſpairing, ſeeks to work us'woe and ſhame 

By fly afſaulc; and ſomewhere nigh at hand 
Watches no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His wiſh and beſt advantage, us aſunder, 
Hopeleſs to circumyent us join'd, where each 

To other ſpeedy aid might lend at necd; 
Whether his firſt deſign be to withdraw 

Our fealty from God, or to diſturb 

Conjugal Love, than which perhaps no blis 
Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more: 

Or this, or worſe, leave not the faithful ſide 
That gave thee being, ſtill ſhades thee and protects. 
The Wife, where danger = diſhonour lurks, 
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Safeſt and ſecmlicſt by her Husband ſtays, 
Who guards her, or with her the. worſt endures. 
To whom the Virgin Majcſty of, Ee, 

As one who loves, and -fome undindneſs mcets, 
With ſweet auſtere compoſure. thus. reply'd. 


Offspring of Heay'n and Earch, and all Earth's Lord, 
That ſuch an Enemy we have, who ſeeks 
Our ruine, both, by thee inform'd I learn, 
And from the, parting Angel over-heard 
As in; a ſhady,.npok I-ftood behind, 
Juſt then return'd- ac ſhut of Evening Flowers. 
But that thou ſhouldſt my. firmneſs therefore doubt 
To God or thee, becauſe we haye-a Foe .. 
May tempt it; 'I,,cxpe&ted not, to. hear. 
His violence thou fear'ſt not, being-ſuch 
As we, not capable of - death. or-;pain, 
Can either not receive, .or can repell. 
His fraud ag then thy fear, which, plain inters 
Thy equal —_ that. my firm Faith- and Love 
Can by his fraud be ſhakn; or ſeduc'd; 
Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy breaſt 
Adam, miſthought of her to thee: fo dear? 


To whom with healing words Adam repl;'d. 
Daughter of God and Man, 1pmortal Eve, 
For ſuch thou art, from ſin and blame entire: 
Not diffident of thee do I difluade 
' Thy abſence from my fight, but 'to avoid 
Th' attempt it ſelf, intended by our Foe. 

For he who tempts, though in vain, at leaſt aſperſes 
The temptcd with diſhonour foul, ſuppos'd 
Not incorruptible of Faith, not proof 

Againſt temptation: thou thy ſelf , with ſcorn 
9 - And 
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And anger wouldſt reſent the- offer d wrong, 
Though ineffe@tual found : miſdeem not then, 
If ſuch affront I labour to ayert 

From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The Enemy, though bold, will hardly dare, 
Or daring, firſt on me th' aſſault ſhall light. 
Nor thou his malice and falſe guile contemn; 
Subtile he needs muſt be; who could ſeduce 
Angels, nor think ſuperfluous others aid. * 

I from the influence of thy looks receive 
Acceſs in every Virtue, in thy ſight 

More wiſe, more watchtul, ſtronger, if need were 


Of outward ſtrength; while ſhame, thou looking on, 


Shame to be overcome, or over-reachr, 


| Would utmoſt vigour raiſe, and rais'd unite. 


. 


Why ſhouldſt not thou like ſenſe within thee feel 
When I am- preſent, and thy trial chooſe 
With me, beſt witneſs of thy Vertue try'd? 


So ſpake domeſtick Adam in his care 
And Matrimonial Love ; but Eve, who thought 
Leſs attributed to her Faith fincere, 
Thus her reply with accent ſweet renew'd. 


If this be our condition, * thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit ftraitn'd by a Foe, 
Subtile or violent, we not endu'd 
Single with like defence, whereever met, 


How are we happy, till in fear of harm? 

But harm precedes not ſin: onely our Foe 
Tempting affronts us with his foul eſtcem 

Of our integrity: his foul eſtcem 

Sticks no diſhonour on our Front, but turns 
Foul on himſelf ; then wherefore ſhun'd or fear'd 


By 
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By us? who rather double honour gain 

From his furmiſe prov'd falſe, find peace within; 
Favour from Heav'n, our witnefs from' th' event. 
And what is Faith, Love, Virtue, unaſlay'd 
Alone, without exteriour help ſuſtain? 

Let us not then ſuſpe& otir happy State 

Left ſo imperfect by the Maker wile, 

As not ſecure to ſingle or combin'd : 

Frail is our *happinefs, if this be fv, 

And Eden were no Eden thus cxpog'd: 


To whom thus Adam: fervently reply'd. 
O Woman, beſt arc all things as the Will 
Of God ordain'd them, his creating hand 
Nothing imperfect or deficient left 
Of all that he created, much leſs Man, 
Or aught that might his happy State ſecure, 
Secure from outward force; within himſelf 
The danger lies, yer lies within his power : 
Againſt his will he can receive no- harm. 
Buc God lefr free the Will, - for what obcys 
Reaſon, is free, and Reaſon he made right, 
But bid her well beware, and ſtill” crect, 
Leſt by fome fair appcaring good ſurpris'd 
She dictate falſe, and a the Will 
To do what God expreſly hath forbid. 
Not then nuſtruſt, but tender Loye enjoyns, 
That I ſhould mind thee oft, and mind thou'me 
Firm we ſubſliſt, yet poſſible to ſwerve, 
Since Reaſon not impoſlibly may meet 
Some ſpecious object by the Foe ſuborn'd, - 
And fall into deception unaware, 
Not keeping ſtricteſt watch, as ſhe was warn d. 
Seek not temptation then, which to' ayoid 
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Were better, and moſt likely if from me 

Thou ſever not : Trial will come unſought. 
Wouldſt thou approve thy conſtancy, approve 
Firſt thy obedience; th' other who can know, 
Not ſeeing thee attempted, who atteſt 2 
But if thou think, trial anfoughe may: find 
Us both ſecurer than thus warn'd thou ſeem'Rt. 
Go; for thy ſtay, not free, abſents thee more; 
Go in thy native innocence, relie 

' On what thou haſt of +vertue, ſummon all, 
| For God towards thee hath done his part, do thine. 


So ſpake the Patriarch of Mankind, but Eve 
Perſiſted, yer ſubmuſs, though laſt, reply'd. 


With thy permiſſion then, and thus forewarn'd 
Chiefly by. what thy own laſt reafoning words 


Touch'd onely, that our trial, when leaſt ſought, 


May find us both perhaps far leſs prepar'd, 

The willinger I go, nor much expe&t _ 

A Foe ſo proud will firſt the weaker! ſeek ; 

So bent, the more ſhall ſhame him his rccpullſe. 
Thus faying, from her Husband's hand her hand 
Soft ſhe withdrew, and like a Wood Nymph light 
Oread or Dryad, or of. Delia's Train, 
B:took her to the Groves, but Delig's. ſelf. --- 
In gate ſurpaſ'd, and: Goddels-like deporr, 
Though not as ſhe with Bow and Quiver arm'd, 
But with fach Gard'ning Tools as Arr yet rude, 
Guiltleſs of fire had fotm'd, or Angels brought. 
To Pales, or Pomona ''thus adotrn'd, 

Likelieſt ſhe ſeem'd, Pomoxa when: ſhe fled 
Vertumnus, oro Ceres ir hee Price; 
Yet Virgin of Proſerpins from © ove. 
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Her long with ardenc look his eye purſu'd 

- Delighred, bur defiring more her ftay. 
Ofc®he to; her his charge of quick return 
Repeated, , ſhe .to him as oft engag d 

To be return'd by Noon. amid the Bowre, 
And/All things in beſt order to invite - 
Noontide repaſt, .; or afternoons repoſe. | 
O much deceiv'd,, much failing; hapleſs Eve, 
Of thy preſum'd return! : cyent peryerſe ! 
Thou neyer from that hour in Paradiſe 
Found'ft either ſweer repaſt, or ſound repoſe; 
Such ambuſh hid amongſt ſweet Flowers and Shades 
Waicd with helliſh rancour imminent 

To intercept thy way,. or ſend thee back 

Deſpoil'd of. Innocence, of Faith, of Blits. 

For now and ſince firſt break of dawn the Fiend, 
Mere Serpent.in appearance forth was come, 

And on his Queſt, where likelicft he might find 
The onely two of Mankind, but in them 

The whole included Race, his purpos'd prey. 

In Bowre and. Field he ſought, where any tuft 

Of Grove or Garden-plat more pleaſant lay, 

Their Tendence or Plantation for delight, 

By Fountain or. by ſhady Riyuler 

He ſought them both, but wiſh'd his hap mighe find 
Eve ſeparate, he wiſh'd, but not with hope 

Of what fo ſeldom chanc'd, when to his wiſh, 
Beyond his hope, Eve ſeparate he ſpies, 

Veild in a Cloud of Fragrance, where ſhe ſtood, 
Half ſpy'd, - ſo thick the Roſes buſhing round 

About her glow'd, oft ſtooping to ſupport 

Each Flower of tender ſtalk, whoſe hcad though gay 
Carnation, Purple, Azure, or ſpe&t- with Gold, 
Hung drooping unſuſtain'd, them ſhe upſtays 


Gently 
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Gently with Mircle hand, mindlefs the while, 

Her (lf, though faireſt unſupported Flower, 

From her beſt prop ſo far, and ſtorm fo nigh. 

Nearer he drew, and many a walk travers'd 

Of tatelieſt Covert, - Cedar, Pine, or- Palm, 

Then voluble and bold, now hid, now ſeen 

Among thick-woven Arborets and Flowers 

Imborder'd on each Bank, the hand of Eve: 

Spot more dilicious than thoſe Gardens feign'd 

Or of revivd Adonis, or renown'd 

Alcinous hoſt of old Laertes's Soni, 

Or that, not Myſtick, where the Sapient King - 

Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian Spouſe. 

Much he the Place .admir'd, the Perſon more. 

As one who long in populous City pent, 

Where Houſes thick and Sewers annoy the Air. 

Forth iſſuing 'on. a Summers Morn to breathe 

Among the pleaſant, Villages and Farms, _ _-; 

Adjoin'd, from each thing met conceives; delight, 

The ſmell of Grain, or tedded Grafs; or; Kine,:;;! -- 

Or Dairy, , each ;rural ſight, . .cach rural found; of if 

If chance witty Nymph-like Rep fair.,Vargin pas, -/- 

What pleaſing ſgem'd, for fer now pleaſes. mare, ... 

She moſt, and 1n, her loak' ſuppms-all i Delight. ;| 

Such pleaſure took the Serpent to; behold 

This Floury Plat,.. the fwcet receſs of; Eye i, 1 

Thus carly, thus alone; - her 'Heay'nly;; form ,/;j; 

Angelick, but more ſofr, and-Feminine;, wield ha 

Her graceful; innocence, her. eyery Air, - 1; 

Of geſture or leaſt action overaw'd 

His Malice, and with rapine ſweet bereay'd 

His fiercencſs of: the fierce. intent. it -brought ; 

That ſpace the Evil One abſtracted: ftood., 

From his own Ev1l, ' and for che-timae tempain' ; 
H h Stupidly 
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Stupidly good, of enmity difarm'd, 

Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge ; 

But the hot Hell that always in him 'burns, 
Though in mid Heav'n, ſoon ended his delight, 
And tortures him now more, the more he ſces 
Of pleaſure not for him ordain'd : then ſoon 
Fierce hate he recolle&ts, and all his thoughts 
Of miſchicf, gratulating, thus excites. 


Thoughts, whither have ye led me, with what ſweet 
Compulſion thus tranſported to forget 
What hither brought us, hate, not love, nor hope 
Of Paradiſe for Hell, hope here to tafte 
Of pleaſure, but all pleaſures to deſtroy, 
Save what is in deſtroying, 'other joy 
To me 1s loſt. Then let me not ler paſs 
Occaſion which now ſmiles, behold alone 
The Woman, opportune to all attempts, 
Her Husband, for T view far round, not nigh, 
Whoſe higher intelle&tual more I ſhun, 
And ſtrength, of courage haughty, and of limb 
Heroick built, though of. terreſtrial mould, 
Foe not informidable, exempt from wound, 
I not; ſo much hath 'Hell' debas'd, and pain 
InfecbV'd me, to what I was in Heayn. 
She fair, divinely fair, fir love for Gods, 
Not terrible, though cerrour be in love 
And beauty, not approacht by ſtronger hate, 
Hate ſtronger, under ſhew of love well- feign'd, 
The way which co her ruine now Þ tend. 


So ſpake the Enemy of Mankind, entlos'd 
In Serpent, Inmate bad, -and toward '&ve 
Addrefs'd, his way not 'with indenred wave, 
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Prone on the ground, as fincc, but on-his rear: 

Circular baſe of riſing foulds, that tour'd 

Fould above" fould a furging Maze, his Head 

Creſted alofr, and Carbuncle” his Eyes; 

With burniſhe Neck of verdant Gold, erect 

Amidſt his" circling Spires, that on the: gras 

Floted redundant: ' pleaſing was his ſhape,- 

And lovely, never ſince of - Serpent-kind-* 

Lovelicr, not thoſe” that in ' nia chang'd 

Hermione and C adinis, -or: the God. | 

In Epidaurus ; nor-to:which transform'd : 

Ammonian ove, or C apitoline' 'was ſeen, 3: 

He with O0l/ymptas, -this with: her who bote 

Scipio the height of Rome. With tract oblique 

Ar firſt, as one who ſoughe acces, bur fear'd 

To interrupt, fide-long he works his way. 

As when a Ship. by skilful Stearſmnan wrought 

Nigh River's mouth- or' Foreland, where the Wind-: 

Veres oft, as oft ſo' ſteers}: - and: ſhifts her'Sail ; 

So varied he, and of his tortuous Train 

Curl'd many a wanton wreath in fight of: Exe, ' 

To lure her Eye; ſheibuſied heard ache found 

Of ruſling Leaves, but minded-not, as us : 

To ſuch diſport before her chrough the Field, 

From every Beaſt, more duteous at her: call, 

Than at Cercean call the Herd'-diſguis'd.”! 

He bolder now, uncall'd | before her _—_ 

But as in gaze admiring : oft he' bow'd®''- 

His turret Creſt, and ſleek enamel'd Neck; : 23: 

\ Fawning, and lick'd the ground whercorr ſhe ods! 
His gentle dumb .cxpreffion ctrn'd at kngrh - © 

The Eye of Eve to mark' his play; he glad 

Of her attention gain'd, with' Serpent Tongue - '/ 


Organuck, or impulſe of vocal- Air, 
h 2 His 
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His fraudulent temptation thus -began,-- 


Wonder not, Sov'reigu Miſtreſs, .if! perhaps 
Thou cant, who art ſole Wonder; much lefs arm 
Thy looks, the Heav'n of mildnef, :'with diſdain, 
Diſpleas'd that I approach thee thus, and gaze 
Infatiate, I thus fingle, nar hayci:fear'd 
Thy awful brow, more-awtful thus:;rear'd. 

Faircſt reſemblance of thy Maker fur, 
Thee all chings living 'gaze--on; all» things thine 
By gift, and thy: Celeſtial Beauty? adore 

With raviſhment þeheld; there. beſt beheld, 
Where univerſally admir'd ;: but here 

| In this enclofuge; wild, theſe Beaſts among, 
Beholders rude; and ſhallow to diſcern 

Half what in thee is fair, one Man except, 
Who ſees ther, ' {and what is. one? ) who ſhould be ſeen . 
A Goddeſs amohg Gods;. ador'd and ſery'd 

By Angels nurtiberlcs; thy: daily Frain. 


So glofsd the Tempter, and his Prom tun'd; 
Into the heart. of _ Eve his words made way, 
Though at the::yoice much marycling ; at length 
Not -unamaz'd ſhe thus in anſwer ſpake. 

What may this mean? Language of: Man pronounc'd 
By Tongue of Brute, and; humane ſenſe expreſt 2 
The firſt at leaſt of theſe: I, thought-:deny'd 

To Beaſts, whom: God-on- their Greation-Day 
Created mute to. all articulate ſound ; 

The latter I deraur, for in their Jooks 

Much Reaſon, -and in 'cheir- actions. oft appears. 
Thee, Serpent; - ſubtileſt Beaſt of all the Field 

I knew, but; ROC with humane VOICE endu'd ; 
Redouble then this miracle, and fay, 
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How cam'ſt thou fpeakable of *mute, and how 
To me. fo friendly grown aboye the reſt 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in- ſight? 


Say, for fuch wonder -claims attention due. 


To whom the guileful Tempter thus reply'd. 
Empreſs of this fair World, reſplendent Eve, 
Eafic to me. it- 15 to tell thee all 
What thou command'{tand rightthou ſhould(t be obey'd: 
I was at firſt-as other Beaſts that graze 
The trodden Herb, of abje&t thoughts and low, 
As was my food, noy-aught but food diſcern'd 
Or. Sex, that apprehended nothing high : 

Till on a day roving the-Field, - I chanc'd 

A goodly Tree far diſtant to behold 

Loaden with - Fruit of faireſt colours muxt, 

Raddy and Gold : T nearer drew to gaze; 
When from the boughs a ſavoury odour blown, 
_ Grateful to appetite;:..niore pleas'd\my ſenſe - 

Than ſmell of fweeteſt -Fennel, or. the Tcats 

Of Ewe or Goat dropping with Milk at Even, 
Unſucke of 'Lamb ar; Kid, 'that tend heir. play. 
To fatisfic thie. ſharp;:defare 1. had 

Of- xaſting ithoſe fair Apples, . L: xcfoly'd 

Not to defer ;, hunger: and thirſt at once, 
Powerful perſwaders,”- quick'nd at the ſcent 

Of char alluring Fruit: urg'd me fo keen. 

About the Moſſe Trunk I wound me ſoon, | 
For high from ground'tche branches would require: 
Thy utmoſt xeach, at Adam's: Round: the Tree 
All other Bcaſts that ſaw, wich hike deſire 

Longing and envying ſtood, bur could not reach. 
Amid the Tree now got, where plenty hung 


' Tempting ſo nigh, to 'pluck and cat my fill 
| I ſpar'd 
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I ſpard not, for ſuch pleaſurc till char hour. oH 
At Feed or Fountain never had. I' found. :'.: - 14 LT 
Sated at length, cer long 1 might petcciye:i- 2d 15:2:d IO 


Strange alteration in me, to degree - © 23 1 
Of Reaſon in my inward Powers, and Speech 

Wantcd not long, though to his ſhape fetain $8 p 
Thenceforch to Speculations bigh- of deep + __neg 
I curn'd my thoughts, and with pation mind 
Conſfider'd all things viſible in Heav'n, - 

Or Earth, or Middle; all things far and good; 

But all that fair and good in thy Divine 

Semblance, and in thy Beauties heavenly Ray 

United I beheld; no Fair to thine 

Equivalent or ſecond, which compell'd 

Me- thus, though importune perhaps, to come 

And gaz:, and worſhip thee of 'right declar'd 

Sov reign of Creatures, univerſal ' Dame. 


So talk'd the ſpitited ſly .Snake ; -and! Kve 
Yet more amazd unwary thus reply'd. 


Serpent, thy overpraiſing leaves in doubt: 
The vircue of that Fruit, in thee 'firſt proy'd : 
But fay, where grows the Tree,” from hence! how far? 
For many are the Trees-of * God that grow 
In Paradiſe, and various, - yet unknown 
To us, in ſuch abundance lies our: choice, - 
As leaves a greater ſtore of Fruit: untoucht, 
Sell hanging incorruptible, cill Men 
' Grow up to their proviſion, and more hands 
Help to disburchen Nature of her: Birth, 


To whom the wily Adder, blich and glad. 
Empreſs, the way is ready, and not .long, 


Beyond 
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Beyond a row of Myrtles, on a Flat, 

Faſt by a Fountain, one ſmall Thicket paſt 
Of blowing Myrrh and balm ; if thou accept 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither ſoon. 


Lead then, faid Eve. He leading ſwiftly row['d 
In tangles, and made intricate ſeem ftreight, 
To miſchief ſwift. Hope elevates, and joy 
Bright'ns his Creſt, as when a wandring Fire, 
Compact of unctuous vapour, which the Night 
Condenſes, and the cold invirons round, 
Kindl'd through agitation to a Flame, 
Which oft, they fay, ſome evil Spirit attends 
Hovering and blazing with delufive Light, 
Miſleads th' amaz'd Night-wanderer from his way 
To Boggs and Mires, and oft through Pond or Pool, 
There ſwallow'd up and loſt, from ſuccour far : 
So gliſter'd the dire Snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous Mother, to the Tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe; 
Which when ſhe ſaw, thus to her Guide ſhe ſpake. 


Serpent, we might have ſpar'd our coming hither, 

FruitleG to me, though Fruit be here to exceſs, 
The credit of whoſe virtue reſt with thee, 
Wondrous indeed, if cauſe of ſuch effects. 
But of this Tree we may not taſte nor touch; 
God ſo commanded, and left that' Command 
Sole Daughter of his voice; the reſt, we: live 
Law to our ſelves, our Reaſon 1s our Law. 


To whom the Tempter guilctully reply d. 
Indeed? hath God then ſaid that of the Fruit 
Of all theſe Garden Trees ye ſhall not eat, 
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Yet Lords declar'd of all in Earth or Air? 


To whom thus Exe yet ſinlefs.: Of the Fruit, -/ 
Of cach Tree in the Garden we may eat, 
But of the Fruit of this fair Trec amidſt 
The Garden, God hath ſaid, Ye- ſhall - not eat 
Thereof, nor ſball ye touch it, leſt ye die. 


She ſcarce had faid, though brief, when now more bold 
The Tempter, but with ſhew of Zcal and Loye 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong, 

New part puts on; and as -to paſſion moyv'd, 
Flucuatrs diſturb'd,: yet comely and in a&t 
Raisd, as of ſome great matter to begin. 

As whcn of old ſome Oratour renown'd 

In Athens or free Rome, where Eloquence 
Flouriſh'd; fince naute, to ſome great cauſe addreft; 
Stood in himſelf collefted, . while each part, 
Motion, each act ; won audience cer the tongue, 
Sometimes in height began, jas no delay 

Of Preface: brooking through his Zeal of Right. 
So ſtanding, moving, or to height up grown 
The, Tempter all-impaſſion'd thus began. 

O Sacred, Wiſe, :and Wiſdom-giving Plant, ; | 
Mother of Sctence;: Now I fcel.thy Power 
Within me clear, not onely-to diſcern : | 
Things in. their Canſes, but-to trace-the ways > 
Of higheſt Agents, 'deem'd however wile. | 
Queen. of this Univerſe - do: not behieve 
Thoſe rigid threats of Death; ye ſhall not dic: 
How ſhould ye ?'by 'the Fraix 2” ic gives you Life - 
To ' Knowledge ?: By the Threatner ?:' look 'on me, 
Mc who have touch'd and' caſted, yer: both live, : 
3-1 | And 
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And lfe more perfe&t have attain'd than Fate 
Mcant me, by vent'ring higher than my Lor. 
Shall chac be ſhut to Man, which to the Baſt 
is open? or will God incenſe his ire 

For ſuch a petty Treſpaſs, and not praiſc 
Rathcr your dauntlefs virtue, whom the pain 
Of Death denounc'd, whatever thing Death be, 
Deterr'd not from atchieving what might lcad 
To happier Life, knowledge of ' Good - and Evil ; 
Of good, how juſt? of evil, if what is cyil 
Be real, why not known, ſince eaſicr ſhunn'd ? 
God therefore cannot hurt you, and be juſt ; 


Not juſt, not God; nor fear'd then, nor obey'd: 


Your fear it {elf of Death removes the fear. 
Why then was this forbid? Why but to awe, 
Why but to keep you low and ignorant, 

His worſhippers? he knows that in- the day 
Ye cat thereof, your Eyes that ſeem fo clear, 
Yet are but dim, ſhall perfe&ly be then 
Open'd and clear'd, and ye ſhall be as Gods, 
Knowing both Gaod and Evil as they know. 
That ye ſhould be as Gods, ſince I as Man, 
Internal Man, is but proportion meet ; 

I of brute, humane; ye of humane, Gods. 
So ye ſhall dic perhaps, by putting off 
Humane, .to put -on Gods, dcath to be wilhr, 


Though thrcatn'd,; which no worſe than chis can bring. 


And what are Gods that Man may not become 
As they; participating God-like food ? 

The Gods arc firſt, and that advantage uſc 

On our belief, that all from them proceeds ; 

I queſtion . ir, for this fair Farth 1 ſce, 
Warm'd by the Sun, producing cvery: kind, 
Theo nothing : If they all things, who enclosd 
I 1 


Know- 
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Knowledgc of Good and Evil in this Tree, 

That whoſo cats thercof, ſorthwith” atrains 
Wiſcdom. without their leave? and wherein hes 

Th offence, that Man ſhould rhus attain to know ? 
Whar can your knowledge hure hiny,' or this Tree 
Impart againft his will, if all be tis? 

Or- is it envy, and can enyy dwcll 

In heav'nly breafts ? theſe, theſe and many more 
Cauſes import your need of this fair Fruit. 
Goddeſs humane, rcach then, and freely taſte. 


He cnded, and his words repkte with gwle 
Into her heart too caſie entrance won: 
Fixt on the Fruit ſhe gaz'd, / which co behold 
Might tempt alone, and in her cars the found 
Yer rung of his perſuaſive .words, impregn'd 
With Reaſon, + to her ſeeming, and with Truth; 
Mean while the hour of Noon drew on, and wak'd 
An eager appetite, raisd*by the ſmell 
So fayoury of that Fruit, which with deſire, 
Inclinable now grown to touch or tafte, 
Sollicited her longing Eye; yer firſt 
Pauſing a while, thus to her felt ſhe mug. 


Great are thy Virtues, doubtle(, beſt of 'Frairs, 
Though kept from Man,. and worthy-to be admir'd, 
Whoſe taſte, too long forborn, ati firk affay' 

Gave elocution to the mure;. and taught 
The Tongue not made for Speech to ſpeak thy praiſe: 
Thy praiſe he'alſo: who forbids thy uſt, 
Conceals not from us, naming thee the Tree. 
Of Knowledge, knowledge'|boch of ''good and evil, 
Forbids us then to taſte, ' but his forbidding . | 
Commends thee-morc, while ic infers 'the good 

| By 
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By thee communicated, and our want: 

For good unknown, ſure js not. had, or had 
And yer unknown, is as not: had at all. 

In plain then, what forbids he bur to know. 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wiſe ? 

Such prohibitions bind nor. But if Death 

Bind us with afcer-bands, what profics then 

Our inward freedom ? In the day we car 

Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we ſhall die. 
How dies the Serpent? he hath eatn and lives, 
And knows, and ſpeaks, and reaſons, and diſcerns, 
Irrational till then. For us alone 

Was death invented? or to us deny'd 

This intelleEtual Food, - for Beaſts reſery'd? 

For Bcaſts it ſcems: yer that one Beaſt which firſt 
Hath taſted, enyies not, but brings with joy 

The good befall'n him, Authoyr unſuſpect, 
Friendly to Man, far from deceit or guile. 

What fear 1 then, rather what know to fear 
Under this ignorance of Good and Eyil, 

Of God or Death, of Law or- Penalty ? 

Here grows the Cure of all, this Fruic Divine, 

Fair to the Eye, inviting to the Taſte, 

Of virtue ro make: wiſe : what hinders then 

To reach, and feed at once both Body and Mind ? 


So ſaying, her raſh hand ii evil hour 
Forth reaching to- che Fruit, ſhe pluck'd,; ſhe car : 
Farth felt the wound, and Nature from her ſear ©" 
Sighing through all her Works gave ſigns of woe. 
That all was loft. Back to the Thicket ſhunk 
The guilcy Serpetit, and well might, for ' F»e 
Intent now wholly: on her taſte, naught elſe 
Regarded,* ſuch delight till then, as feern'd, 


It 2 
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In Fruit ſhe never taſted, whether true 

Or fanſied fo, through expectation high 

Of Knowledge, nor was God-head from her > 
Greedily ſhe ingorg'd without reſtraint, : 
And knew not cating Death: Satiare at length, - 

And height'nd as with Wine, jocund and boon, 

Thus to her lf ſhe pleaſmgly began. 


O Sov'rcign, virtuous, ' pretious of - all Trees 
In Paradiſe, of opcratiohi bleft 
To Sapichce, hitherto obſcur'd, infam'd, 
And thy fair Fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created ; but henceforth my early *care, 
Not without Sons, each Morning, and due praiſc 
Shall Kehd''thee, and thy fertile burthen eaſe 
Of thy fall braticties oft d ' free to all; 
Till dicted by'-th& T grow mature - | 
In knowledge, ''as the Gods who all things know; 
Though others envy what they cannot : give ; 
For had the gift' been! theirs, it had* not here - 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, /. 
Beſt guide; noti following: thee, I had remain: 
In ignorance, thou op 'neft Wiſedom's way, -«/; 
And giy'ſt accefs, - though ſecret ſhe retire. 
And 1 ipethaps am iſeeret; Heay'n is high, 
High and remote, to ſec from thence diſtinct 
Each thing on Earth; and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 
Our great Forbidder, fate with all his Spies 
About him. Bur. to Adam in what fort 
Shall 1 appear ? ſhall 1 to him make known 
As yet my change, and give bim to partake 
Full happineſs: with ,me, or rather not, ' 


But keep the odds of Knowledge in my power 
Without 
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Without Copattner? ſo to add what wants 
In Female Sex, - the more to draw his Love, 
And render me more equal, and perhaps, 

A thing not undeſirable, ſometime 

Superiour ; for inferiour, who. 1s free ? 

This may be well: but what if God have ſeen, 
And Death enfue? then-I ſhall be no more, 
And Adam wedded to another Eve, 

Shall lye "with her cnjoying,, I extinct; = 
A death to think, 'Confirm'd' then I reſolve, -: 
Adam ſhall ſhare with me. in bliſs or woe: 

So dear I love him, that with him allideaths- 
I could endure, without him live no life. 


So ſaying, .from:;the Txce, her ſtep;;the turn'd, ; 
But firſt low reverence dane, as, t0.the' power + 


That dwelt within, - whoſe /preſenes; had -infus'd : 
Into the. Plant feicntral ſap, deriv'd: 


From Nectar, | drink of: Gods: Adam Fo while Tries 
Waiting deſirous: her ,retura,.had-;woye {7 5 «win! >), 
Of Choiccſt Flowers a Garland to _. of orides:: 


Her Treſles and her rurali-labours crown, 6)! 


As Reapers * oft-: are. wont-their Harveſt -Queenz:- 
Great joy he promus'd ' to, his thoughts, :and new: 


Solace in- her return, ' ſo long idelay'd; : 
Yet oft his heart, divine :of ſomething ."1ll, 
Miſgave him /'-he: the fault'ring/ mealure: felt ; 


And forth to'\meerther wenty-:the way.) ſhe took?.... _- 
That Morn when' firſt-they:{partett; by: the 'Focb 11G 7 


Of Knowledge he'maſt pals, :therwjhecher meeyo;} 


Scarce from the Tree remmmg; gviker handici!: * 


A bough of faireft-Fruic that: down [nh['d, >: 
New gather'd, 'and '/ambroſial ſmell-difftus'dy!; 1c! 


To him ſhe haſted, in her face excuſe 
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Came Prologuc, and Apology to prompr, 
Which wich bland -words at will ſhe chus addreſt. 


Haſt thou not wondred, Adam, at''my ſtay? - 
Thee I have miſt, :and thought ur long, depriv'd 
Thy preſence, agony of love till now | 
Not felt, nor ſhall 'be. twice, for never more 
Mean I to try, what raſh untry'd I ſought, 

The pain of abſence from thy fight. But ſtrange 
 Hath been. the cauſe, and wonderful to: hear : 
This Tree 1s not as we are told, a Tree 

Of danger taſted,'-nor to evil unknown | 
Op'ning the way, bur of Divine effe&t 

To open eyes, and make them Gods who caſte; 
And hath' been -raſted ſuch: the Serpent wiſe, 
Or. not reſtrain'd as we, or not obeying, 

Hath eath -of /che Fruit, and is become, 

Not dead, as we are threatn'd, - but thenceforth 
Endu'd with' humane: voice and humane ſenſe, 
Reaſoning to admiration, and with me: 
Perſuaſively hathi-ſo prevail'd,, that IF 

Have alſo taſtedy and” have allo .found ' 

Th' effects: ro correſpond, ' opener mine:. Eyes,” 
Dimmerſt; dilaccd;Spirits; ampler Heart, 
And growing up tea Godhead; which for thee 
Chiefly I fought, +withour:'thee can ':defpiſe. 

For bliſs, : as. thow:haſt: part; + ro 'me+ 1s bliſs, 
Tedious; cunſhar'd; with: thee;:: and odious-ſoon. ' 
Thou therefore alto taſte, - that equal! Lat 

May joux-as equalthjoy, as equal: Love; 

Leſt thou,nor rafting, different degree - 
Disjoin us, arid:T then too late 'rehaunce 
Deity for thee;-: when Fate will not permit.” 
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Thus Eve with Count'nance blich her ſtory told; 
Bur in her Cheek diſtemper fluſhing glow'd. 
On th'other ſide, Adam, ſoon as. he hcard 
The fatal Treſpaſs done by Eve, amaz'd, 
Aſtonied ſtood and blank, while horrour chill 
Ran through his veins, and all his joynts relax'd; 
From his flack hand the Garland wreath'd for Eve 
Down drop'd, and all the faded Roſes ſhed: 
Specchleſs he ſtood, and pale, till thus at length 
Firſt to hinxſelf he inward ftlence broke. 


-O faireſt of Creation, laſt and beft 
Of all God's works, Creature in. whom excell'd 
Whatever can to ſight or thought be form'd, 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or feet ! 
How art thou loft, how on a ſudden loſt; 
Defac'd, deflony'd, and now to [Death 'dayare ? 
Rather how haſt thou yielded to. tranſgrels 
The fſtri&t forbiddance; how to violate 
The facred Fruic forbidd'n! ſame: curfed fraud 
Of Enemy hath beguiFd: thee, . yet unknown, 
And me with thee hath ruin'd; -for with thee 
Certain my reſohution 1s to.'die; - 
How can } hive without thee, how forego. 
Thy ſweet Converſe and Love ſo. dearly --join'd, 
To live again'in thefe wild Woods forlorn? 
Should God create anothicr Eve,” and T - 
Another Rib afford,” yet Joſs of-rhee 
Would neycr from my©heare$* ne; 'nog' 1 feel 
The" Link 6f'| Nature/draw me: Fleſh of Hleth, 
Bone of my Bone-chow”'art,” ad from thy Scate 
Mine never ſhall be parted, Bliſs: or woe. 


3 p. 
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So having ſaid, as one from fad diſmay 
Recomforted, and after thoughts diſturb'd 
Submitting ro what ſeem'd remedileis, 

Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he curn'd. 


Bold dced thou haſt prcſum'd, adycntrous Eve, 
And peril great provok'd, who thus hath dard 
Had it been onely coveting to Eye 
Thar facred Fruir, facred to abſtinence, 

Much more to taſte it under bane to touch. 
But paſt who can recall, or done undo ? 

Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate, yet fo 
Perhaps thou ſhalt not die, perhaps the Fact 

Is not ſo heinous now, forctaſted Fruit, 
Prophan'd firſt by the Serpent, by him firſt 
Made common and unhallow'd ce our tafte: 
Nor yct on him found deadly he yet lives, 
Lives, as thou faidſt, and gains to live as Man 
Higher degree of Life, inducement ſtrong 
To us, as likely taſting to: attain. 

Proportional aſcent, which cannot be 

Buc to be Gods, or Angels Demi-gods. 

Nor can [I think that God, Creatour wile, 
Though threatning, will in carneſt ſo deſtroy 
Us his prime Creatures, dignify'd-{o high, 

Set over all his Works, which in our Fall, 
For us created, needs, with us muſt fail, 
Dependant made: fo. God ſhall; uncreate, 

Be fruſtrate, do,-- undo, and labour loſe, 

| Not well conceivd of God,, who,though- his Power 
Creation could repeat, yet. would .be-loath 

Us to aboliſh, leſt the Adverfry. 

Triumph and fay ; Fickle their State whom God 
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Moſt Favours, who can pleaſe him long? Me firſt 


He ruin'd, now Mankind ; whom will he next? 
Matter of ſcorn, not to be given the Foe, 
However I with thee have fixt my Lot, 

Certain to undergo like doom, if Death 
Conſort with thee, Death is ro me as Life: 

So forcible within my heart I fecl 

The Bond of Nature draw me to my own, 
My own in thee, for what thou art is mine; 

' Our State cannot be ſeyer'd, we are one, 

One Fleſh: to loſe thee were to loſe my (elf. 


So Adam, and thus Eve to him reply d. 
O glorious trial of exceeding Love, 
Illuftrious evidence, example high! 
Ingaging me to emulate, but ſhort 
Of thy perfe&tion, how ſhall I attain; 
Adam, from whoſe dear fide I boaſt me fprung, 
And gladly of our Union hcar thee ſpeak, 
One heart, one Soul in both ; whereof good proof 
This day affords, declaring thee reſoly'd, 
Rather than Death or aught than Death more dread 
Shall ſeparate us, linke in love fo dear, 
To undergo with me one Guile, one Crime, 
If any be of taſting this fair Fruit, 
Whoſe virtue, for of good ſtill good proceeds, 
Dire&, or by occaſion hath preſented 
This happy trial of chy Love, which cle 
So eminently never had been known. 
Were it I thought Death menac'd would enſue 
This my.-attempt, I would ſuſtain alone 
The worſt, and not perſuade thee ; rather die 
Deſerted, than oblige thee with a fat 
Pernicious to thy Peace, chiefly afſur'd 
gh K k 
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Remarkably ſo late 'of -thy - ſo true, 

So faichſul Love - uncqual'd; bur I feel 

Far oth:zrwiſe th' event, not Death, but Life 
Augmented, op'nd Eyes, new Hopes, new Joys, 
Taſte ſo Divine, that what of ſweer before 

Hath toucht my ſenſe, flat ſcems to this, and harſh. 
On my experience, Adam, freely taſte, 

And fear of Death deliver to the Winds. 


So ſaying, ſhe embracd him, and for joy 
Tenderly wept, much won that he his Love 
Had ſo enobl'd, as of choice to incur 
Divine diſpleaſure for her fake, or Death. 
In recompence - ( for ſuch compliance bad 
Such recompence beſt merits) from the bough 
She gave him of that fair enticing Fruit 
With liberal hand: ihe ſcrupl'd not to cat 
Againſt his betrer knowledge, not deceiy'd, 
Fut fondly overcome with Female charm. 
Earth trembF'd from her cntrails, as again 
In pangs, and Nature gave a ſecond groan, 
Sky lowr'd and: muttering Thunder, ſome fad drops 
Wept at compleating of the mortal Sin 
Original ; while Adam took no thought, 
Eating his fill, nor Eve to iterate 
Her former treſpaſs-fear'd, ' the more'to' ſoothe 
Him with her lov'd fociety, that fiow 
As with new Wine {intoxicated both' 
They ſwim in mirth, and faniſie that they fed” - 
Divinicy /withir- 'them breeding wings | 
Wherewith to feorn the Earth: ol a falſe Erili Tr 
Far other opctation firſt 'diſplay'd, | 
Carnal deſire enflaming, he on aids 


Began to caſt laſdivious Eye;' the him' 21/0 
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As wantonly repaid; in Luſt they burn 
Till Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move. 


Exe, now I ſce thou art exact of taſte; 
And elegant, of Sapience no ſmall pars, 
Since to each meaning favour we apply, 

And Palate call judicious; I the praiſc 

Yield thee, fo well chis day thou haſt puryey'd. 
Much pleaſure we have loſt, while we abſtain'd 
From this delightful Fruir, nor known till now 
True reliſh, caſting; if ſuch pleaſure be 

In things to us forbidden, it might be wiſh'd, 
For this one Tree had: been forbidden Ten. 
But come, ſo well refreſht, now let us play, 
As mect 15, after ſuch delicious Fare ; 

For never did thy Beauty fince the day 

I aw thee firſt and wedded thee, adorn'd 
Witch all perfe&tions, ſo enflame my ſenſe 
With ardor to cnjoy thee, fairer now 

Than eyer, bounty of this vertuous Tree; 


So faid he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, well underſtood 
Of Eve, whoſe Eye darted contagious Fire. 
Her hand he ſeisd, and to a ſhadie Bank, 
Thick over head with verdant roof imbowr'd 
He led her nothing loath: Flow'rs were che Couch, 
Panſies and Violets, and Aſphodel, 
And Hyacinth, Earths freſheſt ſofteſt lap: 
There they their fill of Love and Love's diſport 
Took largely, of their mutual guilr che Seal, 
The ſolace of their Sin; till dewy ſkep 
Oppreſs'd cheni, wearied with their amorous play: 
Soon as the force of that fallacious Fruit, 
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That with exhilarating vapour bland 

About *their ſpirits had plaid, and inmoſt powers 

| Made err, was now exhal'd, and groſſer ſleep 

Bred of unkindly fumes, with conſcious dreams 
Encumber'd, now had left them, up they - roſe 

As from unreſt, and cach the other viewing, 

Soon found their Eyes how open'd, and their minds 
How darkn'd; innocence, that as a Vell 

Had ſhadow'd .them from knowing ill, was gone, 
Juſt Confidence, and native Righteouſneſs 

And honour from about them, naked left 

To guilty ſhame he coyer'd, but his Robe 
Uncover'd more. - So roſe the Danite ſtrong 
Herculean Sampſon 'trom the Harlot-lap 

Of Philiſtean Dalilah, and wak'd 

Shorn of his ſtrength; They deſtitute and bare 
Of all their virtue: filent, and in face 
 Confounded long they fate, ſtruck'n mute, 

Till Adam, though not lefs than Ee abaſht, 

At length gave utterance to theſe words conſtrain'd. 


O Eve, in evil hour thou didfſt piye ear 
To that falſe Worm, of whomſoever taught 
To counterfeit Man's voice, true in. our Fall, 
Falſe in- our promis'd Riſing, ſince our Eyes 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both Good and Evil, Good loft, and Evil got, 
Bad Fruit of Knowledge, if this be to know, 
Which leaves us naked thus, of Honour void, 
Of Innocence, of Faith, of. Purity, 

Our wonted Ornaments now-foild and ſtain'd, 
And in our Faces evident the ſigns 

Of foul concupiſcence; whence evil ſtore ; 
Even ſhame, the laſt of Eyils ; of the firſt 
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Be ſure then. How ſhall I behold the' face 
Henceforth of God or Angel, carft with joy 

And rapture fo oft beheld ? ' choſe heav'nly ſhapes 
Will dazle now this earthly, with their blaze 
Inſufterably- bright. O might I here 

In ſolitude live ſavage, in ſome glade 

Obſcur'd, ' where higheſt 'Woods impenetrable . 

To Star or Sun-light ſpread their umbrage broad 
And brown -as Evening: Cover me. ye Pines, 

Ye Cedars, with innumerable' boughs 
Hide me, where I may never ſee them more. 

Eut let us now, as in- bad” plight, deviſe, 

What beſt may for' the preſefit ſerve to hide 

The Parts of each from other, \that ſeem moſt 

To ſhame obnoxious, and unſeemlieſt "{cen; 

Some Tree whoſe broad ſmooth Leaves rogether _—_ 
And girded on out- loyns, - may covet” round - 

Thoſe middle parts, that: this new -commer, So 
There fic. not, and reproach us as unclean. 


So counſeld he, and both together went 

Into the thickeſt Wood, there ſoon they choſe 
The Fig-tree, not that kind for Fruit renown'd, 
But ſuch as at this day to tndians known 
In Malabar or Decan ſpreads her Arms... | 
Branching ſo broad and long, -that in the ground 
The bended Twigs take root, -and Daughters you 
About the Mother Tree, a Pillard ſhade 
High over-arch'd, and cchoing-Walks between 
There oft the Indian Herdſman'ſhunnng heat 
Shelters in cool, and' tends his paſturing Herds 
At Loopholes cut through thickeſt ſhade: thoſe Leavyes 
They garher'd, broad as Amazonian Targe, 


And with whaxs kill they had, : rogerher-ſow'd, I 
T O 
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To gird their Waſte, vain Covering if to hide 
Their guilt and dreaded ſhame; Oh how unlike 
To that firſt naked Glory! Such of late 
Columbus found th' American fo gurt 

With feather d Cin&ture, naked elſe and wild 
Among the Trecs on Ifles and woody Shores. 
Thus fenc'r, and as they thought, their ſhame 1n part 
Coverd, but not at reſt or cafe of Mind, 

They fate them down to weep, nor onely Tears 
Rain'd ar their Eyes, but high Winds worſe within 
Began to riſe, high Paſſions, Anger, Harte, 
Miſtruſt, Suſpicion, Diſcord, and ſhook ſore 
Their inward State of Mind, calm Region once 
And full of peace, now toſt and turbulent : 

For Underſtanding rul'd not, and the Will 
Heard not her lore, both in ſubje&tion now 

To ſenſual Appetite, who from beneath 

Uſurping over ſoy'rcign Reaſon claim'd 

Supcriour ſway : from thus diſtemper'd breaſt, 
Adam, cſtrang'd in look and alter'd ſtile, 

Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew d. 


Would thou hadſt hearkn'd to my words, and ſtay'd 
With me, as I beſought thee when that ſtrange 
Deſire of wandring this unhappy Morn, 

I know not whence poſleſs'd thee: we had then 
Remain'd ſtill happy, not as now, deſpoil'd 

Of all our good, ſham'd, naked, miſcrable. 
Let none henceforth ſeek needleſs cauſe ro approve 
The faich they owe; when earneſtly they ſeek 
Such proof, conclude, they then: begin to fail. 


To whom ſoon moy'd with touch of blame thus Fe. 
What words have paſt thy Lips, Adam ſeyere, 


Impur'ſt 
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Imput'ſt thou that to my default, or will 
Of wand'ring, as thou call'ftrac,”: which who knows 
But might 'as ill have: happn'd+thow being by, 
Or to thy ſelf perhaps: hadſt :thou bcen there; 
Or here th'atempt, 'thou'couldft not have 'diſcern'd 
Fraud in the Serpent; ſpeaking as ihe ſpake 
No ground' of enmity betweetr 1s known; | f 
Why he ſhould mean-me:Yl,livor ieck ro thiirm, ft 
Was I to have never-patted :from:thy fide - 
As good have grown there till a livelefs Rib. + 
Being as I am, why didit notahog the Head: #4 7 
Command mc abfolardy -not-co Wo, 07 - 1 ok 
Going into ſich; danger /as/thoi-fnd try 5. {2 io v4 
Too facile then thou didſt not. much gainſay, 
Nay- did{t permit, approve, and: fair diſmiſs. 
Hadi thou been firm and fixt in thy diſſent, 
Neither had I tranſgreſsd, nor thou with me. 


To whom then firſt incens'd Adam: reply'd, 
Is this the Loye, is this the recompence 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful' Eve, expreſt 
v Immutable when thou , wert, loſt, not 1, .. 
Who might -hive liv and joy'd "immortal blis, 
Yer willingly choſe rather Death- with. thee : 
And am I now upbraided, as the cauſe 
Of thy tranſgreffing? not enough ſevere, 
Ie ſeems, in thy reſtraint: what could 1 more? 
I warn'd thee, I admoniſh'd thee, foretold 
The danger, and the lurking Enemy 
That lay in wait; beyond this had been force, 
| And force, upon free will hath here no place. 
Bur conhdence then bore thee on, ſecure 
Either' ro meet no danger, or to find 
Marter of glorious trial; and perhaps 
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I alfo err'd in overmuch admiring 

What ſecm'd in thee fo perfect, that I thought 
No evil durſt attempt thee; but I rue 

That errour now, which is become my crime, 
And thou th'accuſer. Thus it ſhall befall 

Him who to worth in Women ovcrtruſting 

Lets her will rule: - reſtraint ſhe will not brook, 
And left to her ſelf, if evil thence enſue, 

She firſt his weak indulgence will accuſe. 


Thus they in mutual accufation ſpent 
The fruitleſs hours, but neither ſel-condemning, 
And of their vain conteſt appear'd no end. 


The End of the Ninth- Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
Man s 7; ranſoreſſupn known, the Guardian Angels forſake Paradiſe, 


and return up to Heaven to approve their vigilance, and are a 
prov d, God declaring that the entrance of Satan could not be by 
them prevented. He ſends his Son to judge the Tranſgreſſors, who 
deſcends and gives Sentence accordingly ; then in pity cloaths 
them both, and reaſcends. Sin and Death ſitting till then at the 
Gates of Hell, by wondrous ſympathy feeling the ſutceſs of Satan in 
this new world, and the ſin by Man there committed, reſolve to ſit 
no longer confind in Hell, but to follow Satan their Sire up to the 
place of Man: To make the way eafier from Hell to this World to 
and fro, they pave a broad high-way or Bridge ovex Chaos, accor- 
ding to the Track that Satan firſt made ; then prepgring for Earth, 
they meet him proud of his ſucceſs returning to Hell; their mutual 
gratulztion. Satan arrives at Pandemonium, in full Aſembly 
relates with boaſting his ſucceſs againſt Man; inftead of applauſe 
is intertain'd with a general hiſs by all his audience, transform'd 
with himſelf alſo ſuddenly into Serpents, according to his doom gi- 
wen in Paradiſe , then deluded with a ſhew of the forbidden Tree 
ſpringing up before them, they greedily reaching to take of the 
Fruit, chew duſt and bitter aſhes. The proceedings of Sin and 
Death ; God foretels the final Victory of his Son over them, and 
the renewing of all things ; but for the preſent commands his An- 
gels to make ſeveral alterations in the Heavens and Elements. 
Adam more and more perceiving his fall'n condition, heavily be- 
wails, rejes the condolement of Eve ; ſhe perſiſts,and at length 
appeaſes him : then to evade the.Carſe likely to fall on their Of- 
ſpring, propoſes to Adam violent ways which he approves not, but 
concetving better hope, puts her in mind of the late Promiſe made 
them, that her Seed ſhould be reveng d on the Serpent, and ex- 
borts-her with him to ſeek. Peace of the offended Deity, by Repen- 
- tance and Supplication. 
% | Mean 
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Fan while the hcinous. and deſpigheful act 

| Of Satan done in Paradiſe, and how ' 
He in the Serpent, had perverted Ke, 
Her Husband ſhe, to taſte the fatal Fruit, 
Was known in Heavn; for what can ſcape the Eve 
Of God All-ſecing, or deceive his Heart 
Omniſcient, who 1n all things wiſe and juſt, 
Hinder'd not Satan to attempr the mind 
Of Man, wich ſtrength cntire, and free will arm'd, 
Complete to have diſcoverd and repulſt 
Whatever wiles of - Foe or ſeeming Friend ? 
For {till they knew, : and ought ro have ſtill remember'd 
The high Injunction not to taſte that Frair, 
Whoever tempted;* which they not obcying, 
Incurr'd, what could they lels, | the penalty, 
And manifold in fin, deſery'd to fall. 
Up into Heay't from Paradiſe in haſte 
Th' Angelick*Guards aſcended, mute and fad 
For Man, for of his ſtate by this they knew, 
Much wondring how thc ſubtile Fiend had ſtoln 
Entrance unſeen. Soon: as th unwelcome news 
From Earth arriv'd at Heayen Gate, diſplcas'd 
All were who heard, dim fadneſs did not ſpare 
That time Celeſtial viſages, yet mixt 
With pity, violated not their bliſs. 
About the new-arrivd, in multitudes 
Th' Ethereal People ran, to hear: and know 
How all befell: they towards the Throne Supreme 
Accountable made haſte to make appear 
With righteous Plca, their utmoſt vigilance, 
And cafily approv'd ; when the moſt High 
Ecernal Father from his ſecret Cloud, 
Amidſt in Thunder utter'd thus his yoice. 


Aſembl'd 
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Aflembl'd Angels, and ye Powers return'd 
From unſucceſsful charge, be not diſmaid, 
Nor troubl'd at theſe tidings from the Earth, 
Which your ſinccreſt care could not prevent, 
Foretold fo lately what would come to pals, 
When firſt this Tempter croſs'd the Gulf from Hell. 
I told you then he ſhould prevail and ſpeed 
On his bad Errand, . Man ſhould be ſeduc'd 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Againſt his Maker; no Decree of mine 
Concurring to neceſſitate his Fall, 
Or touch with lighteſt moment of impulſe 
His free Will, to her own, inclining left 
In even ſcale. But falln he is, and now 
What reſts but that the mortal Sentence pals 
. On his tranſgreſſion, Death denounc'd that day, 
Which he preſumes already vain and void, 
Becauſe not yet inflicted, as he fear'd, 
By ſome immediate ſtroak ; but ſoon ſhall find 
Forbearance no acquittance e'cr day end: 
Juſtice ſhall nor return as bounty ſcorn'd. 
But whom ſend I to judge them? whom but thec 
Vicegerent Son, to thee I have transferr'd 
All Judgment whether in Heay'n, or Earth, or Hell, 
Eaſie it might be ſeen that I intend 
Mercy collegue with Juſtice ſending thee 
Man's Friend, his Mediatour, his deſign'd 
Both Ranſom and Redeemer yoluntary, 
And deſtin'd Man himſelf to Judge Man fall'n. 


So ſpake the Father, and unfolding bright 
Toward the right hand his Glory, on the Son 


Blazd forth unclouded Deity z he full | 
Ll 2 Reſplendenc 
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Reſplcndenc all his Father manifeſt 
Expreſs d, and thus divinely anſwer'd mild. 


Father Eternal, thine 1s to decree, 
Minc both in Heav'n and Earth to do thy will 
Supreme, that thou in me thy Son beloy'd 
May'ſt ever rcſt well pleasd. 1 go to judge, 
On Earth theſe thy tranſgreſſours, but thou know'ſt, 
Whoever judg'd, the worſt on mc muſt light, 
When ume ſhall be, for ſo I undertook 
Before thee ;—an' enting, this obtain 
Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 
On me derivd; yet I ſhall temper ſo 
Juſtice with Mercy, as may illuſtrate moſt 
Them fully fGatisfed, and thee appeaſe. 
Attendance none ſhall need, nor Train, where none 
Arc to behold the Judgment, 1but the judg'd, 
Thoſe two; the third beſt abſent is ondemerd 
Convitt by flight, and- Rebel to. all Law 
Conviction to the Serpent none belongs. 


Thus faying, from his radiant. Scat he roſe 
Of high collateral glory : him Thrones and Powers, 
Princedoms, and Dominations nuniſtrant 
Accompanied to Heayen Gate, frum whence 
Eden and all the Coaſt in proſpect lay, 
Down he deſcended, ftreight ; the ſpeed of Gods 
Time coupts.not, though with ſwifteſt minutes wing'd. 
Now was the Sun in Weſtern cadence low 
From Noon, and gentle Airs due at their hour 
To fan the Earth now wak'd, andauſher in 
 TheEvening cool, when he from wrath more cool'd 
Came the mild Judge and Interceſſour both 


To ſentence Man : the voice of God they heard 
; Now 
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Now walking in the Garden, by ſoft winds 

Brought to their Ears, while day declin'd, they heard, 
And from his Preſence hid themſelves among 

; The thickeſt Trees, both Man and Wife, till God 
Approaching, thus to Adam call d aloud. 


Where art thou Adam, wont with joy to mect 
My coming ſeen far off? I miſs thee here, 
Not pleas d, thus entertain'd with ſolitude, 
Where obvious duty erewhile appear'd unſaught : 
Or come I kfs conſpicuous, or what change 
Abſents thee, or what chance detains ? Come forth. 
He came, and with him Eve, more loth, though firſt 
To offend, diſcount'nanc'd both, and diſcompos'd 
Love was not in their looks, either to God 
Or to each other, but apparent guilr, 
And ſhame, and perturbation, and deſpair, 
Anger, and obſtinacy, and hate, and guile. 
Whence Adam faultring long, thus anſwer'd brief. 


I heard thec in the Garden, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, lid my ſelf. To whom 
The gratious Judge without revile reply'd. 


My voice thou oft haſt heard, and haſt not fear'd, 
But ftill rejoyc'd, how 1s it now become 
So dreadful. to thee? that thou -art naked, who 
Hath told thee? haſt thou caten of the Tree 
Whercof I gave thee charge thou ſhould(t not eat ? 


To whom thus Adam fore beſet reply'd,, 
O Heay'n! in evil: ſtrait this day I ſtand 
Betore my Judge,  exther ;to. undergo . 7, 
My felf the total Crime, or to accuſe 
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My other ſelf, the partner of my lite; 
Whoſe failing, while her Faith to me remains, 
I ſhould conceal, and not expoſe to blame 

By my complaint? bur ſtrict neceſſity 

Subdues mc, and calamitous conſtraint 

Leſt on my head both fin and puniſhment, 
However inſupportable, be all 

Devolv'd ; though ſhould I hold my peace, yet thou 
Wouldſt eaſily dete&t what 1 conceal. 

This Woman whom thou mad'ſt co be my help, 
And gay'ſt me as thy perfect gift, ſo good, 

So fir, ſo acceptable, ſo Divine, 

That from her hand I could ſuſpe& no 1ll, 

And what/ſhe did, whatever 1n it elf, 

Her doing ſcem'd to juſtifie the deed ; 

She gave me of the Tree, and I did ear. 


To whom the Soy'reign Preſence thus reply'd. 
Was ſhe thy God, that her thou didſt obey ! 
Before his voice, or was ſhe made thy guide, 
Superiour, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didſt reſign thy Manhood, and the Place 
Whercin God ſet thee aboye her made of thee, 
And for thee, whoſe perfetion far excell'd 
Hers in all real dignity ? Adorn'd 
She was indeed, and loyely to attract 
Thy Love, not thy Subje&tion, and her Gifts ** 
Were ſuch as under Goyernment well ſeem'd, 
Unſeemly to bear rule, which was thy part - 

And perſon, hadſt thou known thy lf aright. 
* 

So having faid, he thus to Kee in few: 

Say Woman, what is this] which thou haſt done ? 


. 
A 


-- 
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To whom fad Eve with ſhame nigh over-whelm's. 
Confeſſing ſoon, yet not before her Judge 
Bold or loquacious, thus abaſhr reply'd. 


The Scrpent me beguild, and I did ear. 


Which when the Lord God heard, without delay- 
To Judgment he proceeded on th' accus'd 
® Serpent though brute, unable to transfer 
The guilt on him who made him inſtrument 
Of miſchief, and polluted from the end 
Of his Creation; juſfly then accurſt, 
As vitiated in Nature : more ta. know 
Concern'd not Man ( fince he no farther knew ) 
Nor alter'd his offence; yet God at laſt 
To Satan firſt in Sin; his daom apply'd, 
Though 4n myſterious terms, judg'd as then beſt : 
And on the Serpent thus his: curſe let fall. 


Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art accurſt 
Aboye all Cattel, each Beaſt of the Field; 
Upon thy Belly -groveling thou ſhalt. go, 
And duſt ſhalt eat all the days of thy Life. 
Between Thee and ' the Woman I will put 
Enmity, and between thine and her Seed; 
Hcr Sced ſhall bruiſe thy head, thou” bruiſe his heel. 


So ſpake this Oracle, then verifi'd 
When 7eſus Son of Mary ſecond Eve, 
Saw Satan ' fall like Lightning down from Heav'n, 
Prince of the Air; then riſing from his Graye 
Spoil'd Principalities and Powers, criumphe 
In open ſhew, and with Aſcenſion bright 


Captivity 
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Captivity led captive through the Air, 

The Realm it ſelf of Satan long uſurpr, 
Whom he ſhall tread at laſt under our feer; 
Eyen he who' now foretold his fatal bruiſe, 
And to the Woman thus his Sentence turn'd. 


Thy ſorrow I will greatly mulcply 
By thy Conception ; Children thou- ſhalt bring 
In ſorrow forth, and to thy Husband's will 
Thine ſhalt ſubmut; he over thee ſhall rule. : -- 


On Adam laſt thus judgment he pronounc'd. 


Becauſe thou haſt heark'nd to the voice of thy Wie, 


And eaten of the Tree concerning which 


I charg'd thee, faying, Thou ſhalt not cat: thereof : 


Curs'd 1s the ground for thy ſake, thou in ſorrow 
Shalt cat .thereof all the days of thy Lite; 
Thorns alſo and Thiſtles ut ſhall bring thee forth 
Unbid, and thou ſhalt cat th' Herb of the Field, 
In the ſweat of thy Face ſhalt thou cat Bread, 
Till chou return unto the ground, for thou 

Out of the ground waſt taken, know thy Birth, 
For duſt thou art, . and ſhalt to duſt return. 


So judg'd he Man, both Judge and Saviour 
And tWinſtant ſtroke of Death denounc't that day 
Remov'd far off; then pitying how they ſtood 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Muſt ſuffer change, diſdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of ſervant to aſſume, 

As when he waſht his ſervants feet, fo now 
As Father of his Fanuly he clad 

Their nakedneſs with Skins of Beaſts, or ſlain, 
Or as the Snake with youthful Coat repaid ; 


And 
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And thought not much ro cloath his Enemucs : 
Nor he their outward onely with the Skins 

Of Beaſts, bur inward nakedneſs, much more 
Opprovrious, with his Robe of Righteouſneſs, 
Arraving cover'd from his Father's fight. 

To hin} with ſwift aſcent he up return'd, 

Into his bliftul boſom rcaflum'd 

In glory as of old, to him appeas'd 

All, chough all-knowing, what had paſt with Man 
Recounted, mixing interceſſion ſweet. 

Mean while '&'er thus was finn'd and judg'd on Earth, 
Within the Gates of Hell fat Sin and Death, 

In counterview within the Gates, that now 

Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 

Far into Chaos, ſince the Fiend paſt through, 

Sin opening, who thus now to Death began. 


O Son, whv ſit we here each other viewing 
Idely, while Satan our great Author thriyes 
In other Worlds, and happicr Scat provides 
For us his Offspring dcar? It cannot be 
But that ſucceſs attends him ; if miſhap, 

Eer this he had return'd, with fury driven 

By his Avengers, - ſince no place like this 

Can fir. his puniſhment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel new ſtrength within me riſc, 
Wings growing, and Dominion givn me large 
Beyond this Dcep; whatcver draws me on, 

Or ſymparhy, or ſome connatural force 
Powerful at greateſt diſtance ro unite 

With fecrce amity things of like kind 

By ſecrereſt conveyance. Thou my Shade 
Inſeparable muſt with me along: 

For Death from Sin no power can ſeparate. 

M m 
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But leſt the difliculty of. paſling back 

Stay his return perhaps over this Gult 
Impaſſable, Impervious, let us try 
Adventrous work, yet to thy power and mine 
Not unagrecable, to found a path 

Over this Main from Hell co that new World 
Where Satan now prevails, a Monumenc 

Of merit high to all ch' internal Hoaſt, 
Eaſing their Paſſage hence, for wntercourle, 
Or tranſmigration, as their lot ſhall lead. 
Nor +can'I miſs the way, fo ftrongly drawn 
By this new felt attraction and inſtinct. 


Whom thus the meagre Shadow anſfwer'd ſoon. 
Go whither Fare and inclination ſtrong 
Leads thee, I fhall not lag behind, nor err - 
The way, thou lcading, ſuch a ſcent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taſte 
The favour 'of Death from all chings chere chat live: 
Nor- ſhall I 'to the work thou cnterpriſcſt 
Bc wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 


So faying, with delight he ſauff'd the ſmell 
Of mortal change on Earth. As when a Flook 
Of ravenous Fowl, though many a Leagu: remote. 
Againſt the day -of Bartel, to a Ficld, 
Where Armies lic encamprt, come flying, Jur'd 
With ſcent of living :Carcaſles deſign'd 
For death, the following day, in bloody fight. 
So ſcented the grim Feature, and upturn'd 
His Noſtri] wide into the murky Air, 
Sagacious of his 'Quarry from ſo far. 
Then both from out Hell Gates into che waſte ' 
Wide Anarohy of Chaos damp and dark 
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Flew divers, and with Power (thcir Power was great). 
Hovering upon the Waters; what: they. mcc 

Sold or flimy, as in raging Sea 

Toſt up and down, together crowded drove 

From each fide ſhoaling- towards the mouth of Hell. 
As when two polar Winds blowing adyerſe: | 
Upon the Cronian Sea” together drive. 

Mountains of Ice, that ſtop th' magin'd way 
Beyond Petſora Eaſtward, to the: rich 

Cathaian Coaſt. The aggregated Soil © | 
Death with - his Mace petrifick,, cold and-dty, 

As with a Trident (mote, and: :fix'd as firm : 

As Delos floating once; + the reft his look 

Bound with Gorgoniari rigour not to: move, - 

And with Aſphaltick,ſhndc ; - broad as the Gate, 
Deep to the Roots of - Hell' che gather'd'-beach 
They faſtcn'd, and' the: ;Mole' immeriſe/ wraught on 
Over: the foaming deep high Areh'd, ': a -Bridge 

| Of length prodigious jayning ;to- the Wall 
Immoveable of - this now. fencele(s World 

Forfeic to Death; from; hence a+; paſſage: broad, 
Smooth, eaſfie, inoffenfſive down: to: Hel! +; 

So, if great things ro. {mall may-be: ns 
Xerxes, the Liberty of Greece -to . yoke, | 
From Suſa his Menmonian -Palaec - high - 

Came to the Sea, and;over Hetteſpont, |; +; 
Bridging his way, Ezrope,'with: Afie: joyn'd, 

And ſcourg'd with miany.-a ftroak:th' jindignant- waves. 
Now had 'they brought the work-by wondrous Art 
Pontifical, a ridge of- pendent Rock 

Over the vext AbyK,:::fallowing: the track 

Of Satan, to the felf ſame place, where hc 

Firſt lighted from his Wing, and landed fate 


From out of Chaos to the outſide: bare :.;.. 440 | 
M m 2 Of 
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Of this round World: with Pins of Adamant 
And chains they made all faſt, too faſt they made 
And durable; and now in little ſpace 
The Confines met of Empyrean Heay'n 

And of this World, and on the. left hand Hell | 
With long reach interpos'd ; three ſev'ral ways 

In ſight, to. each of theſe three places led. 

And now their way to Earth they had dcſcry'd, 
To Paradiſe firſt tending, when behold 

Satan in likeneſs of an ' Angel bright 

Bctwixt the Centazre and the Scorpion ſteering 

His Zenith, :while the Sun in Aries roſe: 

Diſguisd he came, but thoſe his- Children dear 
Their Parent foon diſcernd, though in diſguiſe. 
He after Eve ſeduc'd, unminded ſhunk 

Into the Wood faſt by, and changing ſhape 

T obſerve the ſequel, faw his guileful a&t 

By Eve, though all unweeting,, ſeconded 

Upon her Husband, ſaw their ſhame that ſought 
Vain coyertures; but when he faw deſcend 

The Son of God to judge them, terrifi'd - 

He fled, not hoping 'to eſcape, but ſhun 

The preſent, fearing guilty what his wrath 
Might- ſuddenly inflict ; that paſt, return'd 

By Night, and liſtening where the haplefs Pair 
Sate in their fad diſcourſe, and yarious plaint, 
Thence gather'd his own doom, which underſtood 
Not inſtant, bur of future time. With joy 

And tidings fraught, 'to Hell he now rcturn'd, 
And at the brink of Chaos, near: the foot 

Of this new wondrous Pontifice, unhop'd 

Met, who to meet hin! came, his Offipring dear. 
Great joy was at their mecting, and at ſight 

Of chat ſtupendious Bridge his joy cncreas'd. 
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Long he admiring ſtood, till Sin, his fair 
Inchanting Daughter, thus the ſilence broke. 


O. Parent, theſe are thy magnifick deeds, 

Thy Trophics, which thou yiew'ſ as not thine own, 
Thou art their Author and prime Archite® : 

For I no ſooner in my heart divin'd, 

My heart, which by a fecret harmony 

Still moves with thime, joyn'd in connexion ſweet, 
That thou on Earth hadſt proſper'd, which thy looks 
Now alfo evidence, bue fireight I fele 
Though diſtant from the Worlds beeween, yer felt 
That I muſt after thee with this thy Son ; 
Such fatal conſequence unites us three : 
Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 
Nor this unyoyageable Gulf obſcure 

| Derain from following thy illuftrious track. 
Thou haſt atchiey's our hberry confin'd 
Within Hell Gates till now," thou us impowed 
' To fortifie thus far, and overlay 

With this portentous Bridge the dark Abyf.. 
Thine now is all this World, thy virtue hath won 
What thy hands builded nor, thy Wiſedom gain'd 
With odds what War hath loſt, and fully aveng'd 
Our Foil in Heay'n; here thou ſhalt Monarch reign, 
There didft not; there let him ſtill Victor ſway, 
As Battel- hath adjudg'd, from this new World 
Retiring, by his own doom alienated, 
And henceforth Monarchy with thee divide 
Of all things parted by th' Empyreal bounds, 
His Quadraturc, from thy Ocbicular Wald, 
Or try thee now more dangrous to his Throne. 


Whom 
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Whom thus the Prince of Darkneſs anſwer'd glad. 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both, 
High proof ye now have giv'n co be the Race 
Of Satan ( for I glory in the name, 

Antagoniſt of Heav'ns Almighty King ) 

Amply have meritcd of mc, of all 

Th infernal Empire, that ſo near Heav'ns door 
Triumphal with triumphal a&t have met, 

Mine with this glorious Work, and made one Realm 
Hell and this World, one Realm, one- Continent 
Of caſie thorough-tarc. . Therefore while I 

Deſcend through Darkneſs, on your Rode with caſe 
To my aſlociate Powers, them to acquaint 

Wich theſe ſucceſſes, and with. them rejoyce, 
Ye.two this way, among theſe. numerous Orbs 

All yours right down to, Paradiſe deſcend ; 

There dwell and Reign 1n, blifs, thence on the Earth 
Dominion exerciſe -and in .'the Air, ' 

Chicfly on Man, ſole Lord of all dcclar'd, 

Him firſt make ſure your thrall, and laſtly kill. 

My Subſtitutes I ſend you, and Create | 

Plenipotent on Earth, of matchleſs' mighe 

Iſſuing from me: on your joynt vigour-now ;' 

My hold of this new Kingdom all. depends, 
Through Sin to Death expos'd by my exploit. 

| If your joynt power prevails, th' affairs of Hell 
No detriment need fear, go and be ftrong. 


So ſaying, he diſmiſt them, they , with ſpeed 
Their courſe through thickeſt Conſtellations held 
Spreading their bane; the blaſted Stars look'd. wan, 
And Planets, Planer-ſtruck, real” Eclipſe 
Then fufer'd. Th other way Satan went down 


The 
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Diſparted Chaos over built exclaim'd, 
And with rebounding ſurge the bars aflailFd, 

That ſcorn'd his indignation : through the Gate, 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan pals'd, 

And all about found deſolate; for thoſe 

Appointed to fie there, had left their charge, 

Flown to the upper World; the reſt were all 

Far to th' inland retr'd, about the Walls 

Of Pandemonium, City and proud Sear 

Of Lucifer, ſa by alluſion call'd, 

Of that bright Star to Satan paragond, 
There kept their Watch -che Legions, while the Grand 
In Council fate, folicitous what chance 

Might intercept their Emperour ſent, ſo he 
Departing gave command, and they obſery'd. 

As when the Zartar from his Ruſſian Foe 

By Aftracan over the Snowy Plains . 

Retires, or Bafirian Sophy from the Horns 

Of 7arkiſh Creſcent, kaves all waſts beyond 

The Realm of Aladule, in his retxeat ' 
To 7auris or Casbeen. So theſe the Jate $5 
Heavy n-baniſht Hoaſt, let deſart urmoſt Hell "gr of 
Many a dark League, reduc'd in' careful. Watch 
Round their Metropolis, and now expecting 
Each hour their great adventurer from the ſcarch | 
Of Foreign Worlds: he. through the midſt unmark's. 
In ſhew Plebeian Angel mulicant 
Of loweſt order, paſt; and from the door 
_ Of that Plutonian Hall, invilible 

Aſcended his high Throne, which /\under Rate 
Of richeſt texture ſpread, at th'upper cad. 
Was phlac'd in .regal luſtre. Down a while 
He fate, and round aboyt him jaw unites : 
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At laſt as from a Cloud his falgene head 

And ſhape Star bright appear'd, or brighter, clad 
With what permiſſive Glory fince his fall 

Was left him, or falſe glitter: All amaz'd 

At that fo ſudden blaze the Stygian throng 

Bznt their aſpe&t, and whom they wiſh'd beheld, 
Their mighty. Chief return'd : loud was th acclaim : 
Forth . ruſh'd in haſte the greaz conſulung Peers, 
Raisd from their Dark Divan, and with like joy 
Congratulant approach'd: him, who with hand 
Silence, and with theſe words attention won. 


Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 
For in poſkffion ſuch, not only of right, 
I call you and [declare you now, return'd 
Succeſsful beyond hope, to lead you forth 
Triumphant out of 'this jnfernal 'Pir 
Abominable, accurſt, the ' houſe of woe, 
And Dungeon' of ' our' Tyrant : Now poſleſs, 
As Lords, a''ſpatious World to our native Heaven 
Little inferiour, by my adventure hard 
With peril great atchiev'd. Long were to ell 
What I have-done, what ſuffer d, with what pain 
Voyag'd ith' unreal, vaſt, unbounded deep 
Of horrible confuſion, over which 
By Sin and Death 'a broad way .now is pay'd 
To expidite'Your glorious march ; but 1 
Toild out my uncouth paſſage, forc'd to ride 
Th' untractabke' Abyſs, / plung'd -in the womb 
Of unoriginal Might and- Chaos' wild, 
That jealous of their ſecrets fiercely oppos'd 
My journey ſtrange, with clamorous uproar 
Proteſting Fate Jupreme ; --thenee how I found 
The new crcated World, which Fame in Heav'n 
a; 4 28þ5 | Long 
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Long had foretold, a Fabrick wongertul 
Of abſolute perfe&tion, therein Mam 

Placd in a Paradiſe, by our exile 

Made happy : Him by fraud I have ſeduc'd 
From Is Creatour, and the more t increaſe 
Your wondcr, with an Apple; he therear 
Oftended, worth your laughter, - hath- giv'n up 
Both his beloved Man and all: his World, 

To Sin and Death a prey, and fo to us, 

Without our hazard, labour or allarm, 

To range 1n, and to dwell, and over ' Man 

To rule, as over all he ſhould have rufd. 

Truc is, me alſo he hath judg'd, or rather 

Me not, but the brutc Serpent in whoſe: ſhape 
Man I deceiv'd: that which: to me belongs, 

Is enmity, which he will put between 

Me and Mankind; I anv to bruiſe his heel ; 

His Seed, when 1s not ſet, ſhall bruiſe my head : 
A World who would not purchaſe with'a bruiſe, 
Or much more grievous pain? Ye haye th' account 
Of my performance : What remains, ye Gods, 
But up and enter now into ' full bliſs? 


So having faid, a while he ſtood, expe&ting 
Their univerſal ſhout and 'high"applauſe 
To fill his car, when contrary he hears 
On all ſides, from innumerable *tongues 
A diſmal univerſal hiſs, the found 
Of publick ſcorn; he*'wonder'd, but not long 
Had lciſure, wondringrat; hinaſelf now more; 
His Viſage drawn! he! felt to' ſharp and ſpare, 
His Arms clung to his Ribs; his Legs entwining 
Each other, cill ſupplanted down he: fell» 


A monſtrous: Serpent? on his' Belly prone, 
Nn Reluctant 
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Reluctant, but in vai, a greater power 

Now rul'd him, pumſh'd in the ſhape he ſinn'd, 
According to his doom : he would have ſpoke, 

But hiſs for hiſs return'd with forked tongue 

To forked. tongue, for now were all transform'd 
Alike, to Serpents all as acceflorics 

To his bold Riot: dreadful was the din * 

Of hiſſing through the Hall, thick fwarming now 
With complicated monſters head and tail, 

Scorpion and Afp, and Amphisbena dire, 

Ceraftes horn'd, Hydrus and Rllops drear, 

And Dipſas (not fo thick ſwarm'd once the Soil 
Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the Ifle 

Ophiuſa) bur ſtill greateſt he the midſt, 

Now Dragon grown, larger than whom the Sun 
Ingender'd in the Pytheen Vale on lime, 

Huge Python, and his Powcr no lefs he ſeem'd 
Above the reſt ſtill co retain; they all 

Him follow'd iſſuing forth to th' open Field 

Where all yer left of that revolred Rouc 
Heav'n-fall'n, in ſtation flood or juſt array, 
Sublime with expeRation when to ſee 

In Triumph ifſuing forth their glorious Chief ; 

They faw, but other fight inſtead, a crowd 

Of ugly Serpents ; herrour on them fell, ; 
And horrid Sympathy ; for what they faw, 
They felt themſelves now changing; down their arms, 
Down fell both Spear and Shield, down they as faſt, 
And the dirc hiſs renew'd, and the direc form 
Catchr by Comagion, like 1n puniſhment, 

As in their crime. Thus. was th'applauſe they meant 
Turn'd to explading hik, triumph to ſhame 

Caſt on themſelves from their own mouths, There Rood 


A Groye hard by, ſprung up with this their change, | 
His 
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His Will who reigns above, to aggravate 

Their Penance, laden with Fruit like that 

Which grew in Paradiſe, the bait of F»e 

Us'd by the Tempter: on that proſpect ftrange 
Their earncſt- eyes they fix'd, imagining 

For one forbidden Tree a multitude 

Now risn, to work them farther woe or ſhame. 
Yer parcht with ſcalding thirſt and hunger fierce, 
Though to delude them ſent, could not abſtain» 
But on they roll'd in heaps, and up the Trees 
Climbing, fat thicker than the ſnaky locks 

That curl'd Megara: greedily they pluck'd 

The Fruitage fair to fight, like chat which grew 
Near that bituminous Lake where Sodow flam'd ; 
This more deluſfive, not the touch, but taſte 
Deceiy'd ; they fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with guſt, inſtead of Fruit 

Chew'd bitter Aſhes, which th' offended taſte 
With ſpattering. noiſe rejected: oft they aſlay'd, 
Hunger and thirſt conſtraining, drugd as off, 
With hatcfulleſt diſreliſh wrich'd their jaws 

With ſoot and cinders fialld; fo oft they fell 
Into the fame illuſion, not as Man 

Whom they triumph'd once lapſt. Thus were they plagu'd 
ANd worn with Farninc long and ceaſlefs hiſs, 

Till cheir loſt ſhape, permitted, they reſum'd, 
Yearly enjoyn'd, ſome ſay, to undergo 

This annual humbling certain number'd days, 

To daſh their pride, and joy for Man ſeduc'd. 
However ſornc tradition they diſpers'd 

Among the Heathen of their purchaſe got, 

And Fabl'd how the Serpent, whom they call'd 
Ophion with Eurynome, the wide- 

Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firſt the rule 

Nan 2 
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Of high Ylympus, thence by Saturn driv'n 

And Ops, e&cr yet Difizan Jove was born. 
Mean while in Paradiſe the helliſh pair 

Too ſoon arriv'd, Sin there in power before, 
Once actual, now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant; behind her Death 

Cloſe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale Horſe: to whom Sir thus began. 


Second of Satan ſprung; all conquering Dearth, 
What chink' thou of our Empire now, though earn'd 
With Travel difficult, not better far 
Than ftill at Hell's dark threſhold to have fate watch, 
Unnam'd, undreaded, and thy ſelf half Rary'd ? 


Whom thus the Sin-born: Monſter anſwer'd foon. 
To me, who with eternal Famine pine, 
Alike is Hell, or Paradiſe, or Heaven, 
There beſt, where moſt with ravin I may meet; 
Which here, though plenteous, all too little freems 
To ſtuff this .Maw, this vaſt unhide-bound Corpſe. 


To whom th' inceſtuous Mother thus reply'd. 
Thou therefore on theſe Herbs, and Fruits, and Flowers 
Feed firſt, on each Beaſt next, and Fiſh, and Fowl, © 
No homely morſels, and whatever thing 
The Sythe of Time mowes down, deyour unſpar'd, 
Till 1 in Man reſiding through the Race, 

His thoughts, his looks, - words, actions all infect, 
And ſeaſon him thy laſt and fivceteſt prey. 


This faid, they both berook them ſeveral ways, 
Both to deſtroy, or unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for deſtruction to mature 


Sooner 
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Sooner or later; which th' Almighty ſeeing, 
From his tranſcendent Seat the Saints among, 
To thoſe bright Orders utcer'd thus his voice. 


See with what heat theſe Dogs of Hell adyance 
To waſte and hayock yonder World, which I 
So fair and good created; and had ft] 
Kept in that State, had: not the folly of Man 
Let in theſe waſteful Furies, who impute 
Folly to me, ſo doth. the Prince of Hell 
And his Adherents, that with ſo much caſe 
I ſuffer them to enter and' poſſeſs 
A place fo heav'nly, and conniving ſeem 
To gratifie my ſcornfub Enemies, 
That laugh, as if tranſported'\with: ſorne fit + 
. Of Paſſion, I to. thanvhad quired all, 
At random yielded ap-to their miſule ; 
And know not. that I call'd and drew them thither 
My Hell-hounds, to: lick up the draff and filth 
Which Man's polluting: Sin with taint hath ſhed 
On what was pure, till cramm'd' and gorg'd, nigh burſt 
With ſuck'd -and glucted offal, at one ling 
Of thy victorious aem;\ well- pleaſing Son, 
Both Sir, and Death, 'and yawtiing Grave ae laſt 
Through Chaos hurFdyi:obftruct the moach of Hell 
For ever, and; ſeal upihis rayenous Jaws. 
Then Heav'n and Earefi'yxenew& thall 'be- made pure 
To ſanctity that ſhall reecive no Rain: © 
Till then che Curſe pts be or oct —_—_ 


He ended, - and: Fi heay nly Auiliinck loud 
Sung Hallelujah, as the: ſound' of on; © -'* 
Through multitude that 'fupg*! Juſt are thy ways, 
Rightcous are thy Decrees' on all * Works; 


Who 
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Who can extenuate thee? Next, to the Son. 
Deſtin'd reſtorer of Mankind, by whom 

New Heav'n and Earth ſhall to the Ages riſe, 
Or down from Heay'n deſcend. Such was their ſong 
While the Creatour calling forth by name 

His mighty Angels gave them ſeyeral- charge, 

As ſorted beſt with preſent things. The Sun 

Had firſt his precept {ſo to moye, fo ſhine, 

As might affe& the Earth with cold and- heat 
Scarce tollerable, and from the North to call 
Decrepit Winter, from the South to bring 
Solſtitial ſummers heat. To the blanck Moon 

Her office they preſcribd, to th' other five 

Their Planetary Motions and Aſpects 

In Sextile, Square and, Trine, and Oppoſite, 

Of noxious cfhicacy, and when to joyn 

In Synod unbenign, and taught the fix'd 

Their- influence malignant when to ſhowre, .. 

Which of chem riſing with the'Sun, or falling, 
Should proye tempeſtupus : To. the Winds they ſet 
Their corners, when with; bluſter to. confound 

Sea, Air and Shoar, ;the Thunder when to row! 
With terrour through, the, dark Aerial Hall. 
Some fay he bid his Angels turn aſcanſ' - 
The Poles of ,Earth- twice*ten degrees and: more 
From the Sun's Axlc ; ., they. widh-labour puſh'd 
Oblique the Centrick  Glabe: Some fay the Sun 
Was bid turn from the EquinoQtial Rode 

Like diſtant breadth to.Zazrus with: the Scav'n 
Atlantick, Siſters and the Spartan Twins 

Up to the 7ropick Crabs. thence down amain 
By Leo and the Virgin and' the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn, to bring in - change 

Of Seaſons to each Clime; elſe had the Spring 


Perpe- 
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Perpetual ſmil'd on Earth with vernant Flowers, 
Equal in days and Nights, except to thoſe 
B:yond the polar circles; to them Day 
Had unbenighted ſhone, while the low Sun 
To recompence his diſtance, in their fight 
Had rounded till th' Horizon, and not known 
Of Eaſt or Weſt, which had forbid: the Snow 
From cold Fftoti/and, and South as far 
Beneath Mage//av. At that taſted Fruit 
The Sun, as from Zhyefteau Banquet, turn'd 
His courſe intended; .ct{c how had the World 
Inhabiced, though finle&, morc than now, 
Avoided pinching cold and fcorching heat? 

Theſe changes in the: Heav'ms, though flow, produc'd 
Like change on Sea and Land, fideral blaſt, 
Vapour, and Miſt, and Exhalation hor, 

Corrupt and Peſtilem: Now from the North 
Of Norumbega, and the Samoed ſhoar 
Burſting their brazzn Dungeon, arm'd with Ice 
And Snow and Hail and Stormy Guſt and flaw, 
Boreas and Ccias and Argeſtes loud 
And Thraſcias rend the Woods and Seas up-turn, 
With adverſe blaſt up turns them from the South 
Notus and Afer black. with chundrous Clonds 
From Serraliona; thwart of theſe as fierce 
Forth ruſh the Levante and the Ponent Winds 
Eurus and Zephir with their lateral noſe, 

Sirocco, and Lihzechta, Thus began 
Outrage from 1:vclets things; bur Difcord firſt 

Daughter of Sm, among th' irracional, 

Death introduc'd through fierce ancipathy : 

Beaſt now with Bzafſt gan War, and Fowl with Fowl : 
And Fiſh with Fiſh, to graze: the Herb all leaving 

Deyour'd cach other; nor ftood much in awe, 


Ot 
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Ot Man, but fled him, or with countnance grim 
Glar'd on him pafling : theſe were from without 
| The growing miſerics, which Adarz faw 

Already in part though hid in gloomieſt ſhade. 
To ſorrow abandon'd, but worſe tele within, 

And in a troubl'd Sea of Paſlion toſt, 

Thus to disburd'n ſought with ſad complaint. 


O miſerable of happy ! is this the end 
Of this new glorious World, and me fo late 
The Glory of that Glory, who now become. 
Accurſt of bleſſed, hid me from the face 
Of God, who to behold was then my height 
Of happineſs? yet well, if here would *end 
The miſery, I deſeryd it, and would bear 
My own dcſervings ; burti this will not ſerve; 

All that I cat or drink, or ſhall begetr, 

Is propagated curſe. O voice once heard 
Delighttully, Encreaſe and Multiply, 

Now Death to hear! for. what can I encreaſe 
Or multiply, but curſes on my head ? 

Who of all Ages to ſucceed but, feeling 

The evil on him brought by me, will curſe 

My Head, ll fare our Anceſtour impure, 

For this we may thank Adam; but his thanks 
Shall be the exccration; fo beſides 

Mine owne that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me rcdound, 

On mc as on their natural centre light 

Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting joys 
Of Paradiſe, dear bought with laſting woes! 
Did I requeſt thee, Maker, from my Clay 
To mould mc Man, did I folicite thee | 
From darkneſs to promote me, or here place 
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In this delicious Garden ? as my will 

Concurr'd not to my being, it were bur right 
And equal to reduce me to my duſt, 

Defirous to reſign, and render back 

All I receiv'd, unable co perform 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
The good I fought not. To the loſs of thar, 
Sufficient penaley, why, haſt thou added 

The ſenſe of endle& woes ? inexplicable 

Thy Juſtice ſeems; yet to ſay true, too late, 

I thus conteſt ; then ſhould have been refus'd 
Theſe terms whatcyer, when they were propos'd: 
Thou didft accept them; wilt. thou enjoy the good, 
Then cayil the conditions? and though God © 
Made thee without thy ' leave, what if thy Son, 
Prove diſobedient, and reproy'd, retort, 
Wherefore didſt thou beget mc? I ſought it not; 
Wouldſt thou admit for his contempt of thee 
That proud excuſe? yet him not thy eleCtion, 

But natural neceſſity begot. | 

God made thee of choice his own, and of his own 
To ſerve him, thy reward was of his Grace, 

Thy puniſhment then juſtly 1s at his Will, 

Be it fo, for I ſubnet, his doom 1s fair, 

That duſt I am, and ſhall to duſt return : 

O welcome hour whenever! why delays 

His hand to execute what his .Decrce 

Fix d on this day ? why do I overlive, 

Why am' I mock'd with Death, and lIength'nd our 
To deathleſs pain? how gladly would 1 meet 
Mortality my ſentence, and be Earth 

Inſenſible, how glad would lay me down 

As in my Mothers lap? there I ſhould reſt 


And flecp ſecure ; his dreadful: voice no more 
Oo Would 
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Would thunder in my cars, no fcar of work 
To me and to my Offspring would torment me 
With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt 

Purſues me ſtill, leaſt all I cannor die, 

Leaſt chat pure breath of Lite, the- Spirit of Man 
Which God inſpir'd, cannot together periſh 
With this corporeal Clod ; then 'in' the Grave, 
Or in ſome other diſmal place who knows 

But I ſhall dic a living Death ? O thought 
Horrid, if true! yet why? it was but breath 
Of Life that ſinn'd ; what dies but what had life 
And ſin? the Body propzrly hath neicher, 

All of me then ſhall die: -Ict chis appeaſe 

The doubt fiace humane reach no farther knows. 
For though the Lord of all be infinite, 

Is his wrath alſo? be it, Man i not fo, 

But mortal doom'd. How can he exerciſc 
Wrath without end on Man whom Death muſt end? 
Can he make 'deathles Death that were to make 
Strange contradiction, which to God himſelf 
Impoſlible 1s held, as Argument 

Of weakneſs, not of pawer. Will he draw out, 
For angers ſake, finite to infinite 

In puniſh'd Man, to fatisfic his rigour 

Satisfi'd neycr ? that were to extend 

His Sentence beyond duſt and Nature's Law, 

By which all Cauſcs elſe, according till 

To the reception of their matter act, 

Not to th' extent of their own Sphere. But ſay 
Thar Death be not one ſtroak, as I ſuppos'd, 
Bcreaving ſenſe, but endleſs miſery 

From this day onward, which I fecl begun 

Both in me, and without me, and fo laſt 

To perpetuity ; Ay me, - that fear 
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Comes thundring back with dreadfull rcyolution 
On my detenſleſs head; both Death and 1 

Am found Eternal, and incorporate both, 

Nor I on my part ſingle, in me all 

Poſterity ſtands curſt : Fair Patrimony 

That I muſt leave you, Sons; QO were I able 

To waſte it all my lf, and "_ you none! 

So difinherited how would you bleſs 

Me now ye curſe! Ah, why; ſhould all, Mankind 
For one Man's faulc_ thus guiltles be condenn'd, 

If guiltlefs ? But from-ime what can proceed, 

Bur all corrupt, both Mind and Will depray'd, 
Not to doe only, but to will the ſame;; 

With me? ! how can they then acquitted ſtand 

In ſight of God? Him after all Diſpuces 

Forc'd I abſolve: all my evaſions yain, ' 

And reaſonings, though through Mazes, lead me ill 
But to my own <onvidtion: 4arft and laſt 

On me, me only, as the ſource and fpring 

Of all corruption, all che blame: lights due; 

So might the wrath. Fond wiſh! couldſt chou ſupport 
That burthen heavier than the Earth co:bear, 
Than all che World mpch heayier, chough divided 
Witch that bad- Woman? Thus:what thou defir ſt 
And what thou fear'ſt;. alike deſtroys all hope | 
Of refuge, ..and concludes thee! miſerable:/..-. 
Beyond all paſt example and future, 

To Satan onely like both crime and doom.' 

\ O Conſcience, into what Abyſs of fears: 

And horrours haſt thou driv'n'me ; out of: which 
I find no way, from. __ to deeper —_ 


HE OLI 


Thus Adam-to hinfelf eiend loud 
—_— the ſtill Night not thow;''as' i'r Man fell, 
Oo 2 Wholc- 
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Whol:ſome and cool, and mild; but. with black Air 
Accompanied, with damps and dreadful gloom, 
Which to his evil Conſcience reprefented 

All chings with double terrour: onthe Ground 
Oucitrerch'd he lay, on the cold ground, and oft 
Curs'd his Creation, Death as oft - accus'd 

Of tardy execution, ſince denounc'd | 

The day of his Offence. Why comes not Death, 
Said he, with one thrice acceptable ſtroke 

To end me? ſhall Truth fail to keep her word, 
Juſtice Divine not haſtn to, be juſt #- 

Bur Death comes not at call, Juſtice” Divine 

Mends not her ſloweſt pace for prayers. or crics, 

O Woods, | O Fountains; Hillocks, ' Dales and Bowrs, 
With other ccho-lare I taught your Shades 

To anſwer, and refoundifar other: Song. 

Whom! thus afflicted when fad: Eve beheld; 
Deſolate where ſhe fate, /approaching nigh, - 

Soft words tqiihis fferee* paſſion ſhe aflay'd, 

But her with, tern regard{he'thus repell'd.”- 


- Out of my. fight, thou Serpent, * that name' beſt 
Befirs thee, ' wich him leagu'd, thiy "(elf as falſe 1 
And hateful; nothing wants, but- that chy ſhape, - 
Like his, and-;colour Serpentine may ſhew 
Thy inward fraud, to 'warn all Creatures from thee - 
Henceforth ; leſt that rao theay'nly'form, pretended * 
To helliſhh falſhood;! ſnare them. i. But for thee 
I had perſiſted happy, had not thy-pride 
And wandring.yanuy, : when {aft was. ſafe, 
Rejected my! forewarning, 'and difdain'd 
Not to be truſted, longing to be ſcen 
Though by the Devil himſelf; ihitn-.ovcrweening 

To over-reach, bur. withcthe: Serpent inctring | 
| ve Fool'd 
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Fool'd and beguild, by him thou, 1 by thee, 
To truſt thee from my fide, imagin'd wiſe, 
Conſtant, mature, proof againſt all afſaulcs, 
And underſtood not all was but a ſhew 

Rather than ſolid vertue, all but a Rib 
Crooked by natare, bent, as now appears, 
More to the part {ſiniſter from me drawn, 
Well if thrown out, as ſupernumerary 

To my juſt number found. O why did God 
Creatour wiſe, that peopl'd higheſt Heav'n 
Wich Spirits Maſculine, create at laſt 

This noyelty on Earth, this fair defect 

Of Nature, and' not fall the World at once 
With Men as Angels without Feminine, 

Or find ſome other way to - generate 

Mankind ? this miſchief had not then befall'n, 
And more that ſhall” betall, innumerable 
Diſturbances on Earth through Female ſnares, 
And ſtrait conjunction with this Sex : for either 
He never ſhall find out fat Mate, but ſuch 

As ſome misfortune brings him, or miſtake, 
Or whony he wiſhes moſt ſhall ſeldom gain 
Through her perverſneſs, but ſhall ſee her gain'd 
By a far worſe, or if ſhe love, withheld | 

By Parents, or his happieſt choice too late 
Shall mcet, alrcady link'd and Wedlock-bound 
To a fell adverſary, his hate or ſhame: 

Which infinite calamity ſhall cauſe 

To humane Life, and houſhold peace confound. 
He added not, and from her turn'd, but Eve 
Not fo repulſt, with Tears that ceas'd not flowing 
And treſſcs all diforder'd, at his feet . 
Fell humble, and imbracing them, beſaughc 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plain. 


Fotſake 
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Forſake me not thus, Adam, witneſs Heav'n 
What love ſincere and reverence in my heart 
1 bear thee, and unweeting have offerided, 
Unhappily deceiv'd ; thy ſupplant 
I beg, and claſp thy knees; bercayve me not, 
Whercon T live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Thy counſel in this uttermoſt diſtreſs, = 
My onely ſtrength and ſtay: forlorn of thee, 
Whither ſhall I betake me, where ſubſiſt ? 
While yet we live, ſcarce one ſhort hour perhaps, 
Between us two let there be peace, both joyning, 
As joyn'd in injuries, one enmity 
Againſt a Foe by doom expreſs affign'd us, 
That cruel Scrpent: On me exerciſe not 
Thy hatred for: this nuſery befalln, 
On me already loſt, me than thy lf 
More miſerable ; both have finn'd, but thou 
Againſt God onely, I againſt God and thec, 
And to the place of judgment will return, 
There with my cries importune Hcay'n, that all 
The ſentence from thy head remoy'd may light 
On me, ſole cauſe to thee of all this woe, 
Me me onely juſt Object of his Ire. 


She ended weeping, and her lowly plight, 
Immoyeable till peace \obtain'd from faulr 
Acknowledg'd and deplor'd, in Adam wraught 
Commailſeration ; ſoon his heart relented 
Towards her, his life ſo late and fole delight, 
' Now at his feet ſubmiſſive in diſtreſs, 

Creature ſo fair his reconcilement ſeeking, 
His Counſel whom ſhe had diſpleasd, his aid; 
As one diſarm'd, his anger all he loſt, 
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And thus with pcacefull words uprais'd her ſoon. 


Unwary,': and too dclirous, as before 
So now of what thou: know'ſt not, who deſir't 
The puniſhment all on 'thy lf; alas, 
Bear thine own firſt, 1ll able co ſuſtain 
His full wrath whoſe thou feel'it as yer leaſt part, 
And my diſpleaſure bear'ft fo ill. It Prayers 
Could alter high Decrees, I co that place 
Would ſpecd before thee, and be louder heard, 
That on my head all might be viſited, 
Thy frailty and infirmer Sex forgiv'n 
To me commutted/.and by me cxpos'd. 
But riſe, let us no-more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blam'd 'enough elſewhere, but ftrive 
In offices of Love, how we may lightn 
Fach others burthen, ' in our ſhare of woe; 
Since this days death denounc'd, if ought I ſee, 
Will prove no ſudden, but a {low-pac'd evil, 
A long days dying to augment our pain, 
. And to our Seed ( O' hapleſs Seed / ) deriyd. 


To whom. thus Exe, recovering heart, reply'd. 
Adam, by fad experiment I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find, 
Found ſo erroneous, thence by juſt event 
Found ſo unfortunate ; ncyertheleſs, 
Reſtor'd by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopefull to regain 
Thy Love, the fole contentment of my heart 
Living or dying, from thce I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breaſt are ris'n, 
Tending to ſome relief of our extremes, 
Or end, though ſharp and ſad, yet tolerable, 
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As in our cvils, and of caficr choice. 

If care of our deſcent perplex us moſt, 
Which muſt be born to certain woe, deyour'd 
' By Death at laſt, and muſcrable it 15 

To be to others cauſe of mulery, 

Our own begotten, and of our Loins to bring 
Into this curſed World a woful Race, 

That after wretched Life muſt be at laſt 

Food for fo foul a Monſter, in thy power. - 
It lies, yet cer Conception to prevent 

The Race unbleſt, co being yer unbegor. 
Childle(s thou art, Childleſs remain: 

So Death ſhall be deceiv'd his glut, and with us two 
Be forc'd to fatisfie his Ray nous Maw. 
But if thou judge ic hard and difficulc, 

Converſing, looking, loving, to abſtain 

From Love's due Rites, Nuptial embraces ſweet, 
And with defire languiſh without..hope, 

Before che preſent object languiſhing 

With like deſire, which would be miſery 

And torment leſs than none of ' what we dread. 
Then both our ſelves and Seed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make ſhort, 
Let us ſeek Death, or he not found, ſupply 

With our own hands his Office on our ſelves; 
Why. ſtand we longer ſhivering under fears, 

That ſhew no cnd but Death, and have the power, 
Of many ways to die the ſhorteſt chooſing, 
Deſtruction with deſtruction to deſtroy ? 


She ended here, or vehement deſpair 
Broke off the reſt; ſo much of Death her thoughts 
Had entertain'd, as dy'd her Checks with pals. 

But Adam with ſuch counſel nothing ſway'd, 
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To bettcr hopes his more attentive mind 
Labouring had rais'd, 'and thus to Fe reply'd. 


Eve, thy contempt of life and pleaſure ſcems 
To argue in thee ſomething more ſublime 
And excellent than what thy mind contemns ; 
Bur ſelf-deſtruction therefore ſought, retutes 
That excellence thought in thee, and implies, 
Not thy contempt, but anguiſh and regret 
For loſs of life and pleaſure overloy'd. 
Or if thou covert Death, as utmoſt end 
Of miſery, ſo thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounc'd, doubt not but God 
Hath wiſcher arm'd his vengeful ire than fo 
To be foreſtalld; much more I fear left Death 
So ſnatch'd will not' exempt us from the pain 
We are by doom to pay; rather ſuch acts 
Of contumacy will proyoke the higheſt 
To make Death in us live: Then let us ſeek 
Some ſafer reſolution, which methinks 
I have in view, calling to mind with heed 
Part of our Sentence, that thy Seed ſhall bruiſe 
The Serpent's head'; piteous amends, unleſs 
Be meant, whom I- conjecture, our grand Foc 
Satan, who:in the:Serpent hath contriv'd 
Againſt us this deceit: to cruſh his head, 
Would be revenge indeed.; which will be loſt 
By Death brought on our ſelves, or Childleſs days 
Reſoly'd as thou propaſett ; ſo- our Foe 
Shall ſcape his puniſhment ordain'd, and we 
Inſtcad ſhall double ours upon- our heads. 
No more be mention'd then of violence 
Againſt our ſelves, and wiltul *barrenneſs 


That curs us off from hope, and favours onely 
P p - Rancour 
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Rancour and pride, impatience and deſpite, 

Reluctance againſt God and his juſt yoke 

Laid on our Necks. Remember with what nuld 

And gratious temper he both heard and judg'd 
Without wrath or rcviling; we expected 

Immediate diſfolucon, which we thought 

Was mcant by Death that day, when lo, to thee 
Pains onely in Child-bcaring were foretold, 

And bringing forth, ſoon recompenc'd with. yoy, 

Fruit of thy Womb: On me the Curſe aflope 

Glanc'd on the ground, with labour I muſt carn 

My bread ; what harm? JIdleneſs had been worle ; 

My labour will fuſtain me; and Ic Cold 

Or Heat ſhould injure us, his timely care 

Hath unbeſought provided, and his bands 

Cloath'd us unworthy, puying while. he judg'd; 

How much more, if we pray him, «will his car 

Be open, and his heart to pity: inchne, 

And teach us farther by what means to ſhun 

Th inclement Seaſons, Rain, Ice, Hail and Snow, 
Which now the Sky with yarious Face begins - 

To ſhew us in this Mountain, while the Winds 

Blow moiſt and keen, ſhattering the graceful locks 

Of theſe fair ſpreading Trees ? which bids us feek - 
Some better ſhroud, ſome better warmth to cheriſh 
Our Limbs begumm'd, cer this diurnal Star 

Leave cold che Night, how we his gather'd Beams 
Refleted, may with matter. ſere foment, 

Or by colliſion of two bodics grind 

The Air attrite to Fire, as hate the Glouds _ 
Juſtling or puſhd with Winds rude in their ſhock 
Tine the ſlant Lightning, whoſe thwart. flame driv'n down 
Kindles the gummy bark of Firr or Pine, - 
And ſends a comfortable heat from far, 


Which 
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Which might ſupply the Sun : Such Fire to uſe, 
And what may elſe be remedy or. cure - 

To evils which- our own aufdeeds have  wrowght, 
He will inſtruct "us praying, and of Grace © 
Beſceching him, ſo as we need not fear 

To pafs- commodioufly this tife; ſuttain'd 

By him with many comforts, xill we cad 

In duſt, our final rcſt and native. home. 

What better can we do, than to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd' us, proftrate fall 
Before: him reverent, and there: confess 

Humbly our faults, and pardon 'beg, ' with tears 
Watcring the groutd, and with our ſig ohs the Air 
Frequenting, ſent 'from hearts contrite, .in ſign 
Of forrow unfcigrid, and humiliation::meck 2 
Undoubtedly he will relent and turn + 

From his diſpleaſure; in whoſe look ſerene, 
When angry moſt he ſcem'd and mot ſevere, 
What elſe bur favour, grace, and mercy ſhone? 


So ſpake our Facher penitent, nor Hove 
Felt le remorſe: they forthwith to the place - 
Repairing where he judg'd them proſtrate fell 
Before him reverent, and both confeſs'd 


Humbly their faults, and pardon beg'd with tcars 


Watering the ground, and with their ſighs the Ar 
Frequenting, ſence from hearts concrite, in ſign 
Of forrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meck. 


End of the Tenth Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The Son of God preſents to his Father the Prayers of our. firft Pa: 
rents now. repenting, and intercedes for them! God accepts them, 
but declares that they muſt no longer abide in Paradiſe; ſends Mi- 
chacl with a Band of Cherubim to diſpoſſeſs them ; but firſt to 
reveal to Adam future things : Michael's coming down. Adam 

| ſhews to Eve certain ominous ſigns; he diſcerns Michacl's ap- 
proach, goes out to meet hinp: the Angel denoynces their depar- 
ture, Eve's Lamentation. - Adam pleads, but ſubmits: The An- 
gel leads hin up to a high Hill, ſets before him in viſion what 
| Jhall happer: till the Flood. : 


Hus they in lowlieſt plight repentant ſtood 

, Praying, for from the Mercy-ſeat aboyc 
Prevenient Grace deſcending had remoy'd 
The ſtony from their hearts, and made. new fleſh 
Regenerate grow inſtead, that ſighs now breath'd . 
Unutterable, which. the Spirit of Praycr | 
Inſpir'd. and; wing'd for Heav'n with ſpeedier flight 
Than loudeſt Oratory : yet their port 
. Not of mean ſuiters, nor important leſs | 
Seem'd their Petition, than when th ancient Pair 
In Fables old, leſs ancient yet thin theſe, 
Deucalion and chaſte Pyrrha to reſtore 
The Race of Mankind drown'd, before the Shrine 
Of Themis ſtood devout. To Heay'n their. Prayers 
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Flew up, nor miſsd the way, by envious winds - 
Blown vagabond or fruſtrate : in they paſs'd 
Dimentionleſs through Heay'nly doors; then clad 
With incenſe, where the Golden Alar fum'd, 

By their great Interccſſour, came in fight 

Before the Father's Throne : Them the glad Son 
Preſenting, thus to intercede began. 


See, Father, what firſt fruits on Farth are fa 
From thy implanted Grace in Man, theſe Sighs 
And Prayers, which in this Golden Cenſer, mix'd 
With Incenſe, I thy Prieſt before thee bring, WA 
Fruits of more plcaſing ſayour from, thy, ſeed - 
Sow'n with contrition in his heart, than. thoſe; 
Which his own hand manuring all the Trees 
Of Paradiſe could have produc'd; cer falln - | 
From Innocence. 'Now therefore bend: thine ear 
To ſupplication, hear his ſighs though mute ; 
Unskilful with what' words to -pray, let me 
Interpret for him, me his Advocate 
And propitiation, all his works on me 
Good or 'not good ,ingraft, my Merit, thoſe 
Shall perfe&, and for theſe my Death, ſhall. pay. 
Accept me, and in me from theſe receive 
The ſmell of pcace toward Mankind, let him live 
Before thee reconcil'd, at leaſt his days 
Number'd, though fad, till Death, his doom (which 1 
To mitigate thus plead, not to revyerſc) 

To better life ſhall yield him, where with me 
All my redeem'd may dwell in joy atd blifs, 
Made one with 'me as I with thee am one. 


To whom the Father, without Cloud, - ſerene. 
All thy requeſt for Man, accepted Son, 
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Obrain, al hy requeſt was my Decree? 

But longer in that Paradiſe to dwell, 

The Law I gave to Nature him forbids : 
Thoſe pure immortat Elements that know 

No groſs, no tinhirmonious mixture foul, 
Eje& him- tainted now, and purge him off 

As a diſtemper, groſs to air as groſs, 

And mortal Food, as may diſpoſe him beſt 
For diflolution 'wronght by Sin, rhat firſt 
Diſtemper'd all things, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I'ar firſt with two fair gifts 
Created him endow'd, with Happineſs 

And Immortality :' that fondly loſt; 

This other ſety'dibut to ercttiize woe ; 

Till 1 provided 'Death ; ſs Death becomes 
His final remedy, -and - after Life /- 

Try'd in ſharp'tribulation, and cefin'd 

By Faith and faithful works} to ſrond 'Life, 
Wak'd in the-ttnoyation of -the juſt, 

Reſigns him up with Heay'n and Earth 'renew'd. 
But let us call to Synod all the Bleſt 
Through Heav'tns wide bounds; from 'them I will-:not hide 
My Judgments, how: with Mankind I proceed, 
As how with peccant Angels lare- they 'faw , 
And in their ſtate though firm, ſtood more confirm'd. 


He' ended, "and -the Son gave ſignal high 
To the bright Miniſter that watch'd, he blew 
His Trumper, 'heard if Oreb fine perhaps 
When God deſcended, and perhaps 'once more 
To ſound at general Doom, - Th' Anpeliok blaſt 
Filld all the Regions: from their blifful Bowrs 
Of Amarantin Shade, Fountain or Spring, 

By the waters of Life, where cer they fate © 


In 
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In: fellowſhips of joy : the Sons of Light, 

Haſtcd, reſorting to the Summons high, 

And took their Seats; till from his Throne ſupreme 
Th' Almighty rchus pronounc'd his, foy'reign Will. 


O Sons, like one of us Man is become 
To know both Good and Evil, ſince his taſte 
Of that defended Fruit; but let him boaſt 
His knowledge of Good loſt, and Evil gor, 
Happier, had it ſuftic'd him to have known 
Good by it ſelf, and Evil not ar all. | 
He ſorrows now, Tepents, and prays contrice, 
My motions in him, . longer than they -move, 
His heart I know, - how vanablc 'ahd vain 
Selt-left. Leſt therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alſo of the Tree: of Life, and eat, 

And live for ever, dream at leaft to live 
For ever, to remoyc him I decrce, ba 
And ſend him from the Garden forth to Till 
The ground whence | he' was taken, fiiter ſoil. 


Michael, this my beheſt haye:chou in-charge, 
Take to thee. from atnong the Cherubim 
Thy choice of flaming Warriours, leſt the: Fiend - 
Or in behalt .of Mary/-or to invade 
Vacant poſſeflion ſome” new trouble raiſe: 
Haſte thee, and from the Paradiſe of God . 
Without remorfe drive out the ſinful Pair, 
From hallow'd ground”:ch' unholy, ; and denounce 
To them and to their- Progeny' from 'thence 
Perpetual baniſhment. Yer leſt they faint 
At the ſad Sentence -rigoroufly. urgd, 
For I bchold them fofen'd and with tears". 


Bcewailing their exceſs, all terrour ' hide. 
| If 
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If paticntly thy bidding they obey, 
Diſmiſs them not diſconſolate ; reyeal 
To Adam what ſhall come in future days, 

As I ſhall thee enlighten, intermix 

My Cov nant in the Woman's ſeed renew'd ; 

So ſend them foxth, though forrowing, yer in peace: 
And on the Eaſt-ſide of the Garden place, 

Where entrance up from Eder caficſt climbs, 

* Cherubick watch, and of a Sword the flame 

Wide waving, all approach far off to fright, 

And guard all paſſage to the Tree of Lic : 

Leſt Paradiſe a receptacle proye 

To Spirits foul, and all my Trees their prey, 

With whoſe toln Fruit Man once more to delude. 
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He ceasd; and. th' Archangelick Pow'r prepar'd 
For ſwift deſcent, with him the Cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim ; * four faces each 
Had, like a double Farzs, all their ſhape 
Spangl'd with eyes more numerous than thoſe 
Of Argus, and more wakeful than to drouze, 
Charm'd with  Arcadian Pipe, the Paſtoral Reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate Rod. '' Mean while 
. To re-falute the World with facred Light 
Leucothea wak'd, and with freſh dews inbalm'd 
The Earth, when Adam and firſt Matron Eve 
Had ended now their Orifons, and found 
Strength added from aboye, new hope to ſpring 
Out of deſpair, - joy, - but with fear yer link'd ; 
Which thus to Eve his welcome words renew'd. 


Eve, cafily may Faith admit, that all 
The: good which 'we enjoy, from Heay'n deſcends ; 
But that from us ought ſhould aſcend to Heay'n 
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So prevalent as to concern the mind ms 
Of God high-bleſt; or to incline his will, 

Hard to belicf may ſeem; yer' this will Prayer, 

Or one ſhort ſigh of humane breath, up-born 

Evn to the Scat of God. For ſince I fought 

By Praycr th' oftended Deity to appeaſe, 

Kneel'd and before him humbl'd all my heare,' + 
Methought I faw him placable and mild, - Mr 
Bending his car; perfwaſion in me grew 351 
That I was heard with favour, peace return'd 
Home to my Breaft, and to my memory - ' 

His promiſe, that thy 'Sced ſhall bruiſe our Foe; 
Which then not minded in diſmay, yet now 

Affures me that the bitterncs of death 

Is Paſt, -and we ſhall live. Whence Hail to thee 

Ave rightly call'd, * Mother of all Mankind, / 0 


Mother of all things living, fince by thee * 
Man is to live, and all things live for Man. 


To whom thus Eve with fad demeanour '.meek: ;': -/ 
Ill worthy I ſuch” Title ſhould belong 112037; 
To me tranſgreſſour, who for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy ſnare; to' tle _ 
Rather belongs, diſtruſt = all duipraile: 

But infinite in pardon was my: Judge, * + + + 
That I who firſt brought Death: on all, am .grac &. 
The ſource of life; next fayourable thou, 

Who highly thus to 'enticle mie 'youchfaf i, 

Far other name: deſerving. But the Fidd 

To labour calls us now with ſweat impos'd, . 
Though -after- ſleepleſs Night;'' for ſee-the Morn, 
All unconcern'd with our unreſt, - begins 

Her ' roſie progreſs ſmiling, - let! us forth, 


I neyer from thy ſide henceforth to tray, 
Qq Where 
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Wheree'er our days work lies, though now <njoyn'd 
Laborious, till/ day droop; while: here we dwell, 
What can he toilſom. in theſe pleaſages Walks? 

Here let us: hy chough in falln ſtaze. content, 


So wake, - Py wiſh'd ak humbl'd Exe, bur Fate | 
Subſcrib'd noti Nature; firſt gave: $1gns, _ impreſt | | 
On Bird, Beaſt, Air, Air ſuddenly eclipsd: 

After ſhort bluſh of Morn, nigh in her ſight 
The Bird, of:-Fove, ſoop'd from tus. aiery :tow'r, 
Two Birds 0h+gayelt plume before ;him: drove; 
Down fram a Hill the Beaſt char-rtygns in Woods, 
Firſt hunter then -purſ'd a gentle brace, 
Goodlicſt- of all he, Foreſt, Hare and Hinde; 
Dire&>:t0 &' Eafttrn Gate/ was bent their flighs. 
Adam obſerv'#;;;and with his Eye the chaſe. - 
Purſuing, not.uhmoy * to Ave ws; ſpake./- 

ob 160 > i $< is 20h 

O Eve, ſome farther Sa awaits us nigh, 
Which Heaym: by - theſe: mute ſigns in- Natyre ſhews - 
Forerunners of his purpoſe, or to warn 
Us haply too ſecure of aur diſcharge 
From penalty,”: becauſe from death -relcas'd 
Some days; how long and what. till chen :atir lite, 
Who -knows, or more! than this, - that we arc duſt, 
And” thicher muſt:.rcturn and be 'no ' more. .. 

Why elſe this: double Obje&t in our: fight - 

Of flight purfuld/'inich' Air and o'er” the -ground 
One way the (dlf-fame hour ? ' wby-.in! the - Eaſt 
Darkneſs cer Days mid-courſe, and Morning lighc. . 
More orient mityon Weſtern Cloud that: draws 

O'er the blew Fxrmament a radiant :whate, 

And flow deſcends, witty: ſomething heay'nly fraught. 
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He err'd not, for by this the heav'nly Bands 
Down from a Sky of Jaſper lighted now 
In Paradiſe, and on a Hill made alc, 
A glorious Apparitzon, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam's cye; 
Nor: that more glorious, when the Angels met 
Facob in Mahanaim where he .ſaw 
The field Paviliond with his Guardians bright ; 
Nor that which on. the flaming Mount appear'd 
In Dothan, coycr'd with a Camp of Fire, 
Againſt the Syrian King, who to ſurprize 
One Man, Aflaffine like, had levied War, 
War unproclaim'd. The Princely Hierarch 
In their bright ſtand, there left his Pow'rs to ora 
Poſſeſſion of the Garden; he alone, 
To find where Aden theleer' d, - took his way, 
Not unperceiv'd of Adam, who to Eve, 


While the- great Viſicant approach'd, thus ſpake. 


Eve, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will ſoon determine, or impoſe 
New Laws to be obſery'd,; for I deſcry 
From yonder ' Blazing Cloud that yeils the- Hill 
One of the heaynly Hoaſt, and by his Gate 
None of the meaneſt, ſome great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones aboye, ſuch Majeſty 
Inveſts him coming ; yet not terrible, 
That I ſhould fear, nor ſociably mild, 
As Raphael, that I ſhould much confide, 
But ſolemn, whom not to offend, 
With reyctehce I muſt meet, and thou retire; 
He ended ;:--and th' Arch-Angel ſoon drew nigh, 
Not in his ſhape Celeſtial, but as Man 

| Qq 2 


Clad 
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Clad ro mcet Man; over his lucid Arms 

A military Veſt of purple flow'd 

Livelier than Melibzan, or the grain 

Of Sarra, worn by Kings and Heroes old 

In time of truce; bis had dipt the woof; 
His ſtarry Helm unbuck'ld ſhew'd him prime 
In Manhood where Youth ended; by his ſide 
As in a gliſtering Zodiack hung the Sword ; 
Satan's dire dread, and' in his hand the Spear. 
Adam bow'd low, he Kingly from his State 
Inclin'd not, but his coming thus declar'd. 


Adam, Heav'ns high beheſt to Preface needs : 
Sufficient that thy Prayers are heard, and Dearh, 
Then due by ſentence when thou didſt tranſgre(s, 
Defeated of his ſeiſure many days 
Giv'n thee of Grace, wherein thou mayſt repent; 
And one bad A&t with many Decds well done 
Mayſt cover: well may then thy Lord appeas'd 
Redeem thee quite from Death's rapacious claim ; 
But longer in this Paradiſe to dwell 
Permits not; to remove thee I am come, 

And ſend thee from the Garden forth co till 
The ground whence thou walt tak'n, fitter Soil. 


He added not, for Adam at the news 
Heart-ſtruck with chilling gripe of ſorrow ſtood, 
That all his ſenſes bound; Ave, who unſeen 
Yet all had heard, with audible lamenc 
Diſcover'd ſoon the place of her retire. 


O unexpected ſtroke, worſe than of Death! 
Muſt I thus leave thee, Paradiſe ? ' thus leave 
Thee, Native Soil, theſe happy Walks and Shades, 
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Fit haunt of Gods? where I had hope to ſpend, 
| Quiet though fad, the reſpit of that day 

That muſt be mortal to us both. O flows, 
That never will in other Climate grow, 

My early viſitation, and my laſt 

At Ev'n, which I bred up with tender hand . 
From the firſt op'ning bud, and gave you Names, 
Who now ſhall rear you to the Sun, or rank 
Your Tribes, and water from th'ambroſial Founc ? 
Thee laſtly, nuptial Bowre, by me adorn'd 

With what to ſight or ſmell was ſweet; from thee 
How ſhall I part, and whyther wander down 
Into a lower World, to this obſcure 

And wild, how ſhall we breathe in other Air 

Leſs pure, accuſtom'd to immortal Fruits? 


Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild. 
Lamenc not, Eve, but paticatly reſign 
What juſtly chou haſt loſt; nor ſet thy hearr, 
Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine; 
Thy going is not lonely, with thee goes 
Thy Husband, him to follow thou art bound ; 
Where he abides, think there thy native ſoll. 


Adam by this from the cold fudden damp 
Recovering, and his ſcatter'd ſpirits return'd, 
To Michae! thus his humble words addreſs. 


Celeſtial, whether among the Thrones, or nam'd 
Of them the Higheſt, for ſuch of ſhape may ſeem 
Prince above Princes, gently haſt chou told 
Thy Meſſage, which mighe elſe in telling wound, + 
And in performing end us; what beſides 
Of forrow and dejeCtion and deſpair 


=” 


— A. 
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Our frailty can ſuſtain, thy tydings bring, 
Departure from this happy place, our ſweet 

' Receſs, and onely conſolation left 

Familiar to our eyes, all places elſe 

Inhoſpitable appear and deſolate, 

Nor knowing us nor known: and it by prayer 
Incefſant I could hope to change the will .- 
Of him who all things can, I would not ceaſe 
To weary him with my aſſiduous cries: 

But prayer againſt his abſolute Decree 

No more avails than- breath againſt the wind, 
Blown ſtifling back on him that breaths i forth: 
Therefore to his great bidding I ſubmit. 

This moſt afflits me, that departing hence, 

As from his face I ſhall be hid, depriy'd 

His bleſſed count'nance; here I could frequent, 
With worſhip, place by place where he youchſaf d 
Preſence Divine, and to my Sons relate ; 

On this Mount he appear'd, under this Tree 
Stood viſible, among theſe Pines his voice 

T heard, here with him at this Fountain talk'd: 
So many greatcful Altars I would rear 

Of grafſic Turf, and pile up every Stone | 

Of luſtre from the brook, in memory, 

Or monument to Ages, and thereon 

Offer ſweet ſmelling Gumms and Fruits and Flow'rs : 
In yonder nether World where ſhall I ſeek 

His bright appearances, or footſtep trace ? 

. For though I fled him angry, yct recall'd 

To life prolong'd and promisd Race,. I now 
Gladly bchold though but his utmoſt skirts 

Of glory, and far oft his ſteps adore. 


-_-” 
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To whom thus Michael. with .xrcgard baiign. 
Adam, thou know Heav'n his, / and all the Ecarth. - 
Not this Rock onely ; his Omnipreſence fills 
Land, Sea and, Air, and; eyery kind that lives, 
Fomented by- jus virtual. ppwer and warm'd: - 

All ch” Earth 'he gave thee: to poſſes: and rule, 

No deſpicable gift; furnixſe not 4hen Ty; 

Hs preſence to theſe narrgw bounds confin'd 

Of Paradiſe or. Edez':: this:had been, |, 

Perhaps thy Capital Seaz, from whence had orcad 

All generations, and had; hither .came 01 

From all the ends of -th' Faith, to !eckebrate - 

And reverence. thee their - gyear Progenitour. 

But chis przeminence thou haſt Joſtz: brought down. 
To dwell on. cven ground\now with thy -'Sons ; 

Yet doubt nog but in Valley and in. Plain.,.: | 
God is as here, and: will þe found, alike, _ +... , 
Preſent, and of: his preſence. many! a ſign ;;;. | 
Scill following -chee, till;compaſking. thee raynd-- . | | 
With goodneſs and paternal, Love, . his Face || | .; | 
Expreſs, and of {his 'ſteps-the crack Divine. |; 1 
Which that thou mayſt; believe, "and be confirm'd 
Eer thou from hence depart, know 1 am ſeas 

To ſhew thee whar iſhall- come An: frure days 

To thee and to thy \Ofkpring; good with-bad 

Expect to hear,” ſaperna[:\Grace contending;: + 

With ſinfulneſs of Men ; *tchereby-:1ro learn ++: mY 
True paticnce, and to-tehafer joy with fear'::.'-. 
And pious ſorrow, cqually* caur'd:;'-: 10 49 

By moderatim, eicher/ftats to bear, 

Proſperous or adverſe: :$0! ſhalt chow lead; SLIT 
Safeſt. thy life, and beſt pttpar'd- endure +1 !.- 
Thy mortal paſlage when'vic. comes: Aſcend - Sd 
This 
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This Hill let Eve (for 1 have drench'd her eyes) 
Here flecp below while thou ro forclight wak'ſt, 
As once thou ſlept, while She to life was form'd. 


To whom thus Adam gratcfully reply'd. 
Aſcend, I follow thee, - ſafe Guide, the path 
Thou lead'ſt me, - and to th' hand of Heay'n ſubmit, 
However chaſtning,, to the eyyl turn 
My obvious breaſt, -arming/ to overcome 
By ſuffering, and earn rcſt from' labour won, 
If fo! I may attain. ' So both aſcend 
In the Viſions of God: Ie was a Hill 
Of Paradiſe the higheſt, from whoſe top 
The Hemiſphere of Earth rm cleareſt Ken 
Stretch'd our' to''th** ampleſt 'reach of proſpect lay. 
Not highet-that Hil nor wider looking round, 
Whercon for: different - taiaſe the Temprer fet 
Our ſecond Aden: 'irl the Wilderneh,, | 
To ſhew him all Eatths Kingdoms and: their Glory. 
His Eye might there! command wherever ſtood 
City of old or modern Fame, 'the Sear 
Of mighticſt Empire, from the: deſtin'd Walls 
Of Cambalu, ſeat of -Cathaian Can | 
And Samarchand by ' Oxus, Temirs Throne, 
To Paquin''of Sinaan Kings, and thence 
To Agra and Lahor of great Mopul 
Down to the: golden Cherſoneſe,. ' or where 
The Perſian in Ecbatan ſatc, or ſince 
In Hiſpahan, or where the Reffian Kſar 
In Moſco, or the Sultan mn” Bizance, 
Tarcheſtan-born; nor could his eye not ken | 
Th' Empire of Negus to his utmoſt Port 
Ercoco and the leſs Maritim Kings : 
Mombaza, :and Cuiloa, and Melind, 
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And Sofala thought Ophir, to the Realm 

Of Congo, and Angola fartheſt South; 

Or thence from: Niger Flood to Atlas Mount - 
The Kingdoms of Almanſor, Fez and Ss, 
Morocco and Algiers, and Tremiſen: 

On Furope thence, aud where Rome was to ſway 
The World: in Spirit perhaps he-alſo faw 

Rich Mexico the ſeat of Motezume, 

And Cuſco in Peru,. the richer ſeat 

Of Atibalipa, and yet unſpoil'd 

Guiang,, whoſe great City Geryons Sons 

Call E! Dorado: but to nobler ſights 

Michael from Adam's eyes the Film temovy'd 
Which that falſe Fruit that promis'd clearer ſight 
Had bred. 'then 'purg'd with Euphraſic and Rue 
The Viſital Nerye, for he had much to ſee; 


And from the Well of Life three drops inftil'd. py 


;i4 


So deep 'the power of theſe Ingredients picrc'd, 
Even to the inmoſt ſeat of mental ſighr, 

That Ada now enforc'd to cloſe his eyes, 
Sunk dowri,/and all his Spirits became intranc'd : 
Bur him che gentle Angel by the hand 

- Soon rais'd, and his attention thus recall'd. 


Adart, now ope thine eyes, and firſt behold 


Th' effe&s which thy Original. crime hath wrought. 


In fome to ſpring from thee, . who never- touch'd 
Th' excepted Tree, nor with the Snake conſpir'd, 
Nor finn'd thy. fin, | yet from that derive 

- to bring forth more violent deeds. 


His eye cs ke ona, py beheld a field, 
Part Arable and Tikh, whercon' were Sheaves , ! 
New reapt; :the other | part: Sheep-walks and foulgs; - 
uſe R r 


Ith' 


—— —————_—} 


302 "Paradiſe FP Book XI. 


Fch' midſt an Alcar as the Land- mark ſtood | 
Ruſtick of grafſie ford; thither anon © . 

A ſweaty Reaper from his Tillage brought . 

Firſt Fruits, the green Far, and the yellow: Sheaf 
Uncull'd, as came to hand; a Shepherd nexr'+ 
More m#eck came with the Firſtlings of his Flock 
Choiceſt and beſt, then factificing, laid 

The Inwards and their Fat, with Incenſe trew'd 
On the cleft Wood, and all due Rites pcrform'd. 
His Offering ſoon propitious Fire from Heav'rs' 
Conſum'd with nimble glance, and 'gratcful: ſteam; 
The others not, for his was not fincere; + 
Whereat he inly rag'd, and as they ralle'd, 

Smote him into the Midrift with a” ftone 

That beit out life; . he fell, * and deadly pale 
Groan'd our hiv'Soul with guſhing blood cffus'd.. 
Much at that ſight was Adam in his heart'' © | _// 
Diſmay'd, and rhus in haſte to h' Angel cry'd. 


O Teacher, ſome great miſchief hath befalt'n 
To that meek Man, who well had facrified; 
Is Picty thus and pure Devotion paid? 


T whom Michae/ thus, he alſo moy'd, replyd. 
Theſe two are Brethren, Adam, and ito come 
Our of thy loitis; th' unjaſt the juſt hath Main, 
For envy that his Brother's Offering found 
From Heav'rr acceptance ; but the bloody Fact 
Will be aveng'd, and th others Faith approy'd 
Loſe no reward, though here thou ſee him dye; 
Rowling in duſt and gore. To which our Sire. 


Alas, both for the deed and for the cauſe? 
But haye I now ſeen Death? Is this' the way ; 
| I muſt 
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I muſt return ro native duſt ? O fight 
Of terrour, foul and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to think, how horrible co feel ! 


To whom thus Michael. Death thou haſt ſeen 
In his firſt ſhape on Man; but many ſhapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim Cave, all diſmal ; yer to ſenſe 
More terrible at th' entrance than within. 
Some, as thou ſawit, by violent ſtroke ſhall dye, 
By Fire, Flood, Famine, -by Intemperance more 
In Meats and Drinks, which on the Earth ſhall bring 
Diſcaſes dire, of which a monſtrous crew 
Before thee ſhall appear ; that thou mayſt know 
What miſery th' inabſtinence of Exe 
Shall bring on Men.- Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appear'd, fad, noyſom, dark, 
A Lazar-houſe it ſeem'd; wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diſcas'd, all maladies 
» Of ghaſtly Spaſm, or racking rcorture, qualms' 
Of heart-ſick Agony, all feverous kinds, 
Convulſions, Epilepſies, fierce Catarrhs, 
Inteſtine Stone and Ulcer, Colick pangs, 
Demoniack Phrenzie, moaping Melancholly 
And Moon-ſtruck madneſs, pining Atrophy, 
Maraſmus, and wide-waſting Peſtilence, HUD 
Dropſics, and Aſthmaes, and Joynt-racking Rheyaie: 1. 
Dire was chetoffting, deep the groans, Deſpair 
Tended the ſick buſieſt from Couch to Couch , 
And over them triumphant Death his Dart 
Shook, but delay'd to ſtrike, though oft invok'd '' - 


With vows, as their.chief good, and final hope. ' - i / 


Sight ſo deform what heart of Rock could long 
Dry-ey'd behold ? Adam could nor, but wept 
Rr 2 Though 
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Though nor of Woman born ; ; compaſſion quell'd 
His beſt of Man, and gave him up to tears 


A ſpace, till firmer thoughts reftrain'd excels 
And ſcarce recoycring words his plaint renew d. 


O miſerable Mankind, to what fall 
Degraded, to what wretched ſtate reſery'd?- . 
Better end here unborn, Why is fe givn 
To be thus wreſted from us? rather why 
Obtruded on us thus? who if we knew 
What we receive, would cither- not accept 
Life offer d, or ſoon beg to lay it down, 
Glad to be fo diſmiſt in peace. Can thus 
Th' Image of God in Man created once 
So goodly and ere&t, though faulty ſince, 
To ſuch unſightly ſufferings be debas'd 
Under inhuman pains ? ' Why ſhould not Man, 
Retaining till Divine finulitude 
In part, from ſuch deformities be free, 

And for his Maker's Image fake exempt? 


Their Maker's Image, anſwer'd Michael, then 
Forſook them, when themſelves they vilifid 
To ſerve ungovern'd appetite, and took 
His Image whom they ſery'd, a brutiſh vice, 
Inductive mainly to the fin of Eve. 
Therefore ſo abje& is their puniſhment, 
Disfiguring not God's likenels but their own, 
Or if his likeneſs, by themſelves defac'd 
While they pervert pure Nature's healthful rules 
To loathſome ſickneſs, worthily, fince they 
God's Image did not reyerence in themſelyes. 


$f? 
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I yield ic juſt, aid Adam, and ſubmic; 

But is there yer no other way, . beſides 

Theſe painful paſſages, how we _ may come 

To Death, and- mix with our-'connatural duſt 2 


[ # +l 

There is, faid Michael, 1f thou well obſerve 
The rule of not too, much, . by temperance taught 
In what thou cart and drink ft, ſeeking from thence 
Due nouriſhment, not . gluttonous delight, 
Till mary ycars over. thy head: recurn;. . 
So mayſt they live, will like ripe Fruit thoa drop 
Into thy Mother's lap, or be-with caſe . 
Garher'd, not harſhly pluck'd;. for Death mature - = 
This is old Age; but then, thou muſt outlive 
Thy youth, thy ſtrengch, thy beauty, which will change 
To wither'd, weak 'and gray; thy Senſes then 
Obruſe, all taſte of pleaſure muſt forgo, 
To what thou haſt, and for the Air of youth + 
Hopeful and chearful, un thy blood will rcign 
A melancholly damp of cold and dry 
To weigh thy Spirits down, and laſt conſume 
The Balm of Life. To whom our Anceſtour. 


Henceforth I fly nos Death, -nor would: prolong 
Life much, bent rathet how I .may be quit * 
Faireſt and caſicſt of this combrous charge; 
Which 1 muſt keep till my appoineed day 
Of rendring up, and patiently attend: 

My diſſolution. Michael reply'd. 


Nor love thy Life, nov hatc ; but whac thou: liy't 
Live well, bow long or ſhort permit to Heawn: 
And now prepare thee for another ſigh. 


He 
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He look'd and faw a ſpacious Plain, whereon 
Were Tents of various hue ; by ' ſome were herds 
Of Cartel grazing: others; whence the ſound 
Of Inſtruments that made” melodious: chime 
Was heard, of Harp and Organ; and who mov'd 
Their ſtops and chords was ſeen : his volant touch 
Inſtinct through all proportions low and high 
Fled ahd 'purſu'd tranſverſe 'the reſonant fugue: 
In other part ſtood one who at. the' Forge * 
Labouring, two maflie- clods of Iron and Braſs 
Had melted whether fotind where caſual fire 
Had waſted Woods on ' Meutitain or-in Vale, 
Down tothe veins of Eirth, - thehce- gliding hot 
To ſome Caves:: mouth, i'or 'whether waſh'd by ſtream ' 
From: underground ) the-liquid Ore he drein'd 
Into fir moulds 'prepar'd ; from which he form'd 
Firſt his own Tools, then, what might'elſc be wrought - 
Fuſil or grav'n in metal.” After theſe, | af 
But on the hicher ſide'a different ſort 
From the high neighbouring Hills, which was their Scat 
Down to the Plain deſcended: ' by their guiſe 
Juſt men they ſeem'd, and 'all their ſtudy bent 
To worſhip God aright, and know his works 
Not hid, nor thoſe things laſt which might preſerye 
Freedom and Peace to men: they on the Plain- 
Long had not walk'd, when from the Tents behold 
A Bcavic of fair Women, richly gay 
In Gems and wanton dreſs; ro the harp they ſung 
Soft amorous Ditties, and in dance came on: 
The Men though-grave, cy'd them, and let their cycs 
Rove without Rein, till: in the amorous' Net 
Firſt caught, they Lk'd,: and: cach his liking choſe ; 
And now of Love they treat till ch' Evening Star -- -- 
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Love's Harbinger appeaxd; then all inhear 

They light che Nuptial Torch, and bid” invoke 

Hymen, then firſt to marriage Rites invok'd : 

With Feaſt and Muſick all the Tents reſound. 

Such happy interview and fair" event 

Of love and youth not loſt, "Songs, Garlands, Flow'rs, 
And charming Symphonies attach'd theyhcarr 

Of Adam, ſoon inclind to admit delizhet, 

The bent of Nature; which he thus expreſt. 


True opener- of mine eyes, ”prime Angel bleft, 
Much better ſeems this Viſion, 'and more hope 

Of peEcetul days portends, than thoſe two paſt , 
Thoſe were of Hate and Death, or pain much worſe, 
Here Nature ſeems' falffFd in- a{l her ;ends. 

To whom thus Mitha#l. Judge not what is beſt 
By pleaſure, though-t6 Natute® ſething meer, 
Created, as thou aft,i-to nobkr end' --*7 

Holy and pure, conformity divine. 

Thoſe Tents thou faw'ſt fo pleaſant; wefe the Tents 
Of wickedneſs, wherein ſhall dwell his Race 

Who ſkw his Brother5” ftudious they appear 

Of Arts that 'poliſh Life,” Inventers rare, 

Unmindful * of their "Maker, - though his Spirit 

Taught them; but hey: his gifts acknowledg'd none. 
Yet they a bcauteous Offspring 'Thall beget; c1 
For that fair female Troop thou ſaw'ft, ' that ſeeem's 
Of Goddeſles,-fo blicha-'fo finvoth, ſo'gay, 
Yet empty of: all good: wherein conſiſts -- | 

Woman's domeſtick /honour and: chief praiſe ; 

Bred onely 41d. completed tor the tafte 

Of luſtfal apperence, - to fing,:.:ro dance, | | 
To dreſs, - and. trouls-the totigue;' and rowle the' Eye. 
To theſc that ſober Race of Men; _ whoſe lives! 


w4i& 


— Religious 
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Religious titl'd them the :Sons. gf God, 
Shall yield up all chcir- vertue, all: ehcir famc 7.x 
Ignobly, to the trains and to. the fimiles* . 
Of theſe fair Atheiſts, and 'now. {wim* in joy, {| 
(Ecrlong to ſwim ar large) and. laugh; for which : 
The world ccrlong a world .6f tears muſt weep. 


To. whom thus Adam-of ſhort. joy. bercfc. 
O pity and ſhame, that, they; who.co live well 
Enterd fo fair, ſhould turn aſide to tread 
Paths indire&,. or in the mid, way faint! 
Bur ſtill I ſee the renour of Man's! woe 
Holds on che ſame, from Woman. to eg. J 


"From May's em lackpeks i begins, 
_ Said ch; Angel,;; who ſhould {berrer. hold his' place. 
By wiſdorg, and. fapcriour. gifts receiv d. 
But now prepare thee fot-/another :Scene. ' 
nivib 12:1r11C 

He look'd -and ſaw Wide Territory if ward. 
Before him, Towns, and; Rural works between, 
Citics of Mcn with, lofcy. Gates, and, Tow'rs, |! ..; 
Concourſe in- Arms, fierce: Faces:; ;threatning War, 
Giants of mighty. Bohey.,apd bgld/empriſ;,- | : 
Part-wield their: Arms, -parc curb.the foaming, Steed, 
Single or in Array of -Battcl -rarig'd 3d 's 35Y 
Both Horſe, and Foot,! nori:idlely; muſtring food; 
One way a, Band ſle& from forage drives": 
A Herd of Beeves, fair Oxen and: fair — "AF p20 
From a fat .Meadow//ground; :-or-fleecy Flack, - 
Ewes and their bleating:'Lambs: over-.the;;Phin.- !-:;/! 
[Their Booty ; | farce wath.:Life the Shepherds flye,: i 
But:.call jn aid; which: makes a'bloody: Fray ; . 3 © 
With cruel Tqurnament the Squadrons png! $13 0 
| | * Where 
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Where Cattle paſtur'd late, now ſcatter'd lies 
With Carcaſſ:s and Arms th' enſanguin'd Field 
Deſerted: Others to a City ſtrong 
Lay Sicge, encampd; by Battery, Scale, and Mine, 
Aſfaulcing; others from the wall defend 
Witch Dart and Jay'lin, Stones and ſulphurous Fire; 
On cach part the ſcepter'd Heralds call 
To Council in the City Gates: anon 
Grey-headed men and grave, with Warriours mix'd, 
Aſſemble, and Harangues are heard, but ſoon 
In fatious oppoſition, till at laſt 
Of middle Age one riſing, eminent 
In wiſe deport, ſpake much of Right and 'wrong, 
Of Juſtice, of Religion, Truth and Peace, 
And Judgment from above: him. old and young 
Exploded and had feizd with violent hands, 
Had not a Cloud deſcending ſnatch'd him thence 
Unſcen amid the throng: ſo violence 
Proceeded, and Oppreſlion, and Sword-Law 
Through all the Plain, and refuge none was found.” 
Adam was all in tears, and to+his guide 
Lamenting turn'd full fad; O wha are theſe, 
Dearh's * Miniſters, not Men, who thus deal Death 
Inhumanely ro men, and mulaply 
Ten thouſand fold the ſin of him who flew 
His Brother: for of whom ſuch maſlacre 
Make they but of their Brethren, men of men ? 
But who was that Juſt Man, whom had not Heav'n 
Reſcu'd, had in his Righteouſneſs been loſt? 


To whom thus Michael. Theſe are the product 
Of thoſe ill mated Marriages thou faw'ſt: 
Where good with bad were match'd, who of ———— 


Abhor to joyn: and by imprudence nux'd, 
SC Produce 
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Produce prodigious Births of Body or Mind. 
Such were theſe Giants, Men of high Renown; 
For in thoſe days Might onely ſhall be admir'd, 
And YValour: and Heroick  Vertuc. call'd, 

To overcome in Battel, and ſubdue 

Nations, and”bring home ſpoils with infinite 
Man-ſlaughter, ſhall bc held the higheſt pitch 

Of humane Glory, and-for Glory done 

Of trumph, to be ſtyl'd great Conquerours. 
Patrons of Mankind, Gods, and Sons of Gods. 
Deſtroyers righther call'd -and Plagucs of Men. 
Thus Fame ſhall be archiev'd, renown on. Earth, 
And what moft 'merits fame in filence hid. 

But he the ſeventh from thee, whom thou beheldſt 
The onely righteous in a World © perverſc, 

And therefore bated, -- therefore fo! beſet 

With Focs.for daring flngk to be juſt, 

And-utter odious Truth;.: that God would come 
To judge thena with his Saints: Him the moſt high 
Rapp'd in a balmy Cloud with winged Steeds 
Did, as thou faw't, receive, to walk with God 
High in Salvation and:the Climes of bli 
Exempt from Death, to (ew thee what reward * 
Awaits the good, the reſt what puniſhment: 
Which now dirc&t chine eyes, and ſoon behold. 


He look'd, and aw the face of things quite chang'd, 
The brazen Throat of War had: ceas'd to roar, 
All now was turn'd to jollity and game, 
To luxury and riot, feaſt and dance, 
Marrying or proſtituting as befell, 
Rape or Adultery, where paſfing fair 
Allur'd ithem; thence from Cups to civil Broils. 
At length a Reverend Sire among them came, 


And 
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And of their doings great diſlike declar'd, 

And teſtifi'd againſt their ways; he ofc 

Frequented their Afſemihies, arts mer, 

Triumphs of Feſtivals, and to them preach'd 
Converſion and Repentance, as to Souls 

In Priſon under Judgments. imminent : 

Bur all in vain: which when he ſaw he ceas'd 
Contending, and remov'd his Tents far off; 

Then from the Mountain hewing Txmber call, 

Began to build a Veſſel of huge bulk, 

Meaſur'd by Cubir, ' length and breadth, and beaght, 
Smcar'd round with Pitch, and in the fide a door 
Contriv'd, and of Proviſions laid in large 

For Man and Beaſt: when loe a. wonder ſtrange! 

Of every Bcaſt and Bird;.:and Inſe&t ſmall. : ! 

Came ſevens, and pairs, ' and enter d'm} as: taught 
Their order: laſt the Sire, and his three Sons +; 
With. their four Wives; 'and God: made: faſt the; door, 
Mean while the. South wind roſe, and :with black-wing, 
Wide hovering, all the Clouds together drove - 

From under Heav'n; the Hills to their : ſupply-:: 

- Vapour, and Exhalation dusk and moiſt,, : {| . 
Sent up a main; and now the thickn'd Sky ;:/;1c: 
Like a dark Ceiling ſtood; down Tuſh'd: the Rain: 
Impectuous, and continu'd till: the Earth X 

No more was ſeen; the floating Veſſel fwum - 
Uplifted; and keine with . beaked prow | 

Rode tilcing o'cr- the Waves, all dwellings elſe; 7 

Flood oyerwhelm'd, and them with all their pbinÞ. 
Deep under water rol['d; Sea cover'd Sea, ,- qr 

Sea without ſhoar; and in their. Palaces - 1 6 
Where luxury late reign'd::: Sea-monſters:whelp'd, 

And ſtabl'd; of Mankind, fo numerons; late, . , 

All left, in one ſmall botrom fwunty mbark'd;.. - 
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How didſt chou prieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy Offspring, end fo fad, 
Depopulation ; thee another Floud, 

Of tears and ſorrow a Floud thee alſo drown'd, 
And ſunk thee as thy Sons; till gemly rear'd 
By th' Angel, on thy feet thou ftood'ſt ar laſt, 
Though. comfortleſs, as when a Father mourns 
His Children, all in view deſtroy'd at once; 
And ſcarce to th' Angel utter'dſt rhus thy plaint. 


O Viſions ill forcſeen! better had I 
Livd ignorant of future, fo had born 
My part of cvil onely, cach::days lot 
| Enoughto: bear; thoſe now that were diſpens'd 
The burth'n of many Age,: on me light 
At once by. my forcknowkdge gaining Birth 
Abortive, to torment me Ccr their being, 

With thought that they muſt be. Le no ma ſick 
Henceforth to be 'forctold : what ſhall befall 

Him or is Children, evil he may be fſurc, 

Which neither his: forcknowing can prevent, 

And he the future :cvil ſhall :no leſs 

- In apprehenſion than 1n ſubſtance feel 

Grievous to bear': :but that care now 1s-/paſt, 

Man is not whom' to warn: thoſe few eſcap'd 
Famine and angwlih will at laſt conſume 

Wandring that warry Defart: 1 had hope 

When violence wis'iceasd, and War on: Earth 

All would have then gone well, ; peace would haye crown'd 
With happy days the'race- of man, 

But 1 was far deceivd; for now I ſe. 

Peace to *cortupt- ho: les than. War to waſte, 

How comes thus'?' untoul'd, Celeſtial Guide, 

And whether here the Racc:of man will end, 
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To whom thus Michael. Thoſe whom laſt thou faw'ſt 


In Triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
Firſt ſeen in acts of proweſs eminent 
And great cxploits, but of true yertue void ; 


Who having ſpile much blood, and done much. waſte, 


Subduing Nations, and atchiey'd thereby 
Fame in the World, . high titles, and rich prey, 
Shall change their courſe to pleaſure, eaſe and ſloth, 
Surfeit and luſt, till wantonneG and pride 

Raiſe out of friendſhip hoſtile deeds in Peace. 

The conquer'd alſo and enflay'd by War 

Shall with their freedom loſt all vertue loſe 

And fear of God, from whom their picty feign'd 
In ſharp conteſt of Battel found no aid | 
Againſt Invaders; therefore cold in zeal 
Thenceforth ſhall practiſe how to liye ſecure; 
Worldly or diflolute, on what their Lords 
Shall leave them to- enjoy : for th' Earth ſhall bear 
More than enough, thar temperance may be try'd: 
| $o all ſhall turn degenerate, all depray'd, 

Juſtice and Temperance, Truth and Faith forgot ; 
One -Man except, the onely Son of light 
In a dark Age, againſt example good, ” 
Againſt allurement, cuſtom, and a World) - '- '/ 
Offended; fearkſs of reproach and ſcorn, 
Or violence, he of their wicked ways _ 
Shall them admoniſh, and before then ſer 
The paths of righteouſnels, how much more fate; 
And full of peace, - denouncing wrath to come 
On their inapenitence; and fthall return 
Of them derided, but of God:\obſery'd 
The one juſt Man' alive; by-hts. command 
'Shall build a wondrous Ark, as thou beheldR, 
To fave himſelf and honſhold from amidſt 


A world 
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A world deyote to univerfal rack. | 

No ſooner he with'them of Man and Beaft 

Sele&t for lite ſhall in the Ark be lodg'd, 

And ſhelter'd round; but all th: Cataracts 

Of Heav'n ſet open onthe Earth ſhall pour 

Rain day and night, all Fountains of the: Deep | 

Broke up, ſhall heave che Ocean to ,uſurp 

Beyond all bounds, till inundation rik 

Above the higheſt 'Hills : then ſhall chis Mounc 

Ot Paradiſe by might of Waves be. moy'd 

Our of his placc,  puſh'd by the horned: floud, , 

With all his verdure fpoil'd, and trees adrifc 

Down the: great' River to 'the op'ning Gulf, 

And there take rovgt and Ifland falt and bare, - 

The haunt of Scals'and Orcs,” and Sea-micws'clang ; | 
To teach thee that God attributes to place 
No fanctity, if a6ne be thither brought - 
By mer "who there frequent, or therein 'dwell. 
And now iwhat farther- ſhall enſue, 'behold. 


He look'd,- and faw the/ Ark hull on the floud, 
Which now abated, for the Clouds were fled, 
Driv'n by a keen North-wind, that blowing dry - 
Wrinkl'd the face of Deluge, as decay'd; 

And the clear Sun'on his wide watry- Glas 

Gaz'd hot, and of the freſh wave largely drew, 

As after thirſt, which made their flowing ſhrink 
From ſtatiding lake'to: tripping ebb, that - ſtole: 
With ſoft foot towards the deep, who now had _ 
His Sluces, as the': Heavin:his windows ſhut. © - 

The Ark no more \now>floces) bur ſeems on {ground '/ 
Faſt on the -top::of: ſome thigh Mountain - fix'd, - 

And now . the-rop of Hilk as Rocks appear ;. ' 
With clamour: thence the rapid Currents driver 
$307 þ Towards 
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Towards the rctrcating Sea their furious tyde. 

Forthwich from out the Ark a Raven flyes, 

And after hum, the ſurer meſſenger, 

A Dove ſent forth once and again to ſpy 

Green: Tree or ground whercon his foot may light; 

The ſecond time returning, in his Bill 

An Olive leaf he brings, pacifick- ſign : 

Anon dry ground appears, and from his Ark 

The anciene Sirc deſcends with all his Train; 

Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devour, 

Grateful to Hcav'n, over his head beholds 

A dewy Cloud, and mm the Cloud a Bow 

Conſpicuous with three lifted colours gay, 

Betok'ning peace from God, and Coy'nant new. 
 Whereat the heart of Adam crit fo ſad 

Greately rejoyc'd, and thus his joy broke forth. 


O thou who future things canſt repreſent 
As preſent, Heav'nly Inſtruftour, I revive 
Ar: this laſt ſight, afſur'd that Man ſhall live 
With all che Creatures, and their ſced preſerve. 
Far leſs I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked Sons deſtroy'd, than I rejoyce 
For one Man found ſo perfe& and fo juſt, 
That God vouchſafes to raiſe another World 
For him, and all his anger to forget. 


Diſtended as the Brow of God appeas'd, 
Or ſerve. they as a flowry verge to bind 
The fluid Skirts 'of that ſame watry Cloud, 
Leſt it again diflolyc and ſhowr the Earth? 


To whom th' Archangel. Dextrouſly thou aim'ſt; 
So willingly doth God remit his Ire, 


Though 


But fay what mean thoſe colour'd ſtreaks in Heaven, | 
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Though late repenting him of Man deprav'd, 
Gricy'd at his heart when looking down he ſaw 

The whole Earth filld with violence, and all fleſh 
Corrupting each their way; yet thoſe remoyd, 
Such grace ſhall one juſt Man find in his fight, 
That he relents, not to blot out Mankind, 

And makes a Covenant never to deſtroy 

The Earth again by flood, nor Ict the Sea 

Surpaſs his bounds, nor Rain ro drown the World 
Witch Man thercin or Beaſt; but when he brings 
Over the Earth a Cloud, will therein ſet 

His triple-colour'd Bow, whereon to look 

And call tro mind his Cov'nant; Day and Night, 
Seed time and Hatveſt, hcat and hoary Froſt 

Shall -hold cheir courſe, cill fire purge all things new, 
Both Heay'n and Earth, wherein the juſt ſhall dwell. 
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THE Mcohent 


The Angel Michael continues from the Flood torelate what ſoall fue 
ceed; then, in tbe mention of Ab , comes by degrees to ex- 
plain, who that Seed of the Woman rj be, whith was promiſed 
Adam and Eve in the Fall: his Incarnation. Death, RefurreAi: 
0n and Aſcenſion: The flate of theChireh till bis SecondC oming. 
Adam greatly ſatisfied and recomforted 7 theſe Relations and 
Promiſes, deſcends the Hill with Michac wakens Eye, who 


all this while bad ſlept; but with gentle Dreams, compos d to qui- 
etneſs of mind and ſubmiſſion. Michael in either hand leads i 


out of Paradife, 'the fiery-Sword waving behind them, and the 
Cherubim taking their Stations t0 guard the Place. of 


S one \whi-in- his journey bates 'at'Noons, 
Though bent-on ſpeed, ſo here th' Arch-angel _ 
Berwixe the world' deſtroy'd and world -reftor'd,” | 
If Adar: aught'ptrhaps mighe-interpoſe ; 5-72 + 
Then wich tranſition-fweet” new Specch reſumes.” ' 
Thus thou'Haſt ſeen one World' begin and cnd ; 
And Man as from' a ſcond- ſtock- proceed. 
Much: thou 'haft/ yet to ſee, but 1 perecive 
+ Thy moral ſiphr to fail; Objects divine 
” Muſt 'nceds'inipair and 'weary huniine ſenſe: 
* Henceforth what is to come I'will relate, 
© Thou thercfore give: due audictice,” and attend 
| This ſecond fourſe- of Men, 'whie-yet bur few ; 
| And while the dread of judgment” paſt fermains 
* Freſh in cheie "minds, fearing the'Deity, /'' © # 
With ſome regard to what isjuRt -arid: righe 


Shall kead titir' byes, © and mulciply: apace, 
Po DJMCE Te | Labouring 
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Ihoming the Soil, and re apin wy Crop, 


Corn, —_ olf and 5p ; flock, 
"Bull 


Ofc Br 
With large Winc-offerings-pour'd, kl facred” Feaft; © 
Shall ſpend theiri days in3joy (bblagid, nd dycll 

ong time in peace by Families and Tribes ______ 
Under paternal. rule; yl, ons in riſe , 
Of proud ambirious cart, who not content 


f fair '& ehyjality, "itt _ doar'h ork oi 


rv \\1 ix A with 129 p 


will: arg onigIen, cindgfciv'g tall og Ike 
Qner.his > Ty and, guice Aol ry \ OY hn, Oy 
Concord: and Law. ob«Nature (Fro <the: Earch, '+ D V0 
Hurting (ahd"Map, "pn Beatty" fhalf' be Mp E: 

ith, war "4nd ho TE Hare ach"; as, fuſe, ... 


#A \1 I\ 0 \ "WL Inv 


Sabieſtion', «ak: QUNKS (FTA ey) Lat bs 
A uwghyklunter' thenee he Fur Ov. 3 v2 
Before the Bdid,'! 06"by: "deſpite bf Heay ws 
Or from ;H&gpn-claming feory e's”: 1.2 A 
Ang fropRebelban ſpall: derive. hyp; nam; Oo, a 
Though -0f-Rcbcllion; others the. SQ&c! flow 1; 2 
He with a crew, . whony ike; Ambition - 

With him.or,uader him to :tyranhize, 

Marching frqm dex. wwyards the Welt! {hall "i 

The Plain, wherein. a black: bitywinqus, parge -//; |, 
Boils out fron, under ground,..:the, mouth,gf . Hell ;- 

Of Brick, and of that. ſtuff they icaſt, to build--- 

A City and Tower, -whoſe -top.may. reach-to +. "ay 
And get themſelves a name, leſt.far » oral 1:1920%H 
In forcign; Langs: their neaiory bg, Fr 1013-13 wodT 
Regardleſs whether, gogd{pr cvil/fatee. boo wid? 
But God wha. afc: deſcrads th.yifi men! -.!; - I 
Unſeen, and through. qhejx; Habigations walls.” 3 71 es"; 
To mark ther. doings, She: beholding; Jan, Wor 
Comes down to.,ſce their; Cir, kr the Tower :. 


GA 
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Obſtru&t Heavn Towers, and in dcerifion ſets 
Upon their Tongues a various Spirit to raſc 
Quite out their Native Language, and inſtcad 
To ſow a jangling noiſe of words unknown : 
Forthwith a hideous gabble riſes loud 

Among the Builders; cach to other calls, 

Not underſtood, till hoarſe, and all in rage, 
As mock'd they ſtorm; great laughter was in Heay'n 
And looking down, to ſee the hubbub ftrange 
And hear the din; thus was the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Confuſion nam'd. 


Whereto thus Adam fatherly diſpleas'd. 
O execrable Son ſo to aſpire 
Above his Brethren, ro himſelf aſſuming 
Authority uſurp'd, from God not giv'n: 
He gave us onely oyer Beaft, Fiſh, Fowl, 
Dominion abſolute; chat right we hold 
By his donation ; but Man over men 
He made not Lord ; ſuch title to himſelf | 
Reſerving, humane left from humane free. 
But this Uſurper his encroachment proud Q 
Stays not on Man; to God his Tower intends 
Siege and defiance: wretched man! what food 
Will he convey up thither to ſuſtain 
Himſelf and his raſh Army, where thin Air 
Above the Clouds will pine his entrails groſs, 
And famiſh him of Breath, if not of Bread? 


To whom thus Michael. Juſtly thou abhorr'ſt 
That Son, who on the quiet ſtate of Men 
Such trouble brought, affte&ting to ſubdue 
Rational Liberty ; yet know withal, 
Since thy original lapſe, true Liberty 
T «& 2 
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Is loſt, which always with right Reaſon dwells 
Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual being : 
Reaſon in Man. obſcur'd, or not obcyd, 
Immediately inordinate defires 

And upſtart Paſſions catch the Government 
From Reaſon, and to feryitude reduce 

Man till then free. Therefore ſince he permits 
Withm himſelf unworthy Powers to reign 
Over free Reaſon, God in judgment juſt 
Subje&ts him from without to violent Lords; 
Who oft as undeſeryedly enthral 

' His offward freedom : Tyranny muſt be, 
Though to the Tyrant thereby no excule. 

Yet ſometimes Nations will decline 'fo low 
From vertue, which 1 reaſon, that no wrong, 
But Juſtice, and ſome fatal curſe annex'd 
Depriyes them of their outward liberty, 

Their inward loſt: Witneſs th' irreverent Son 
Of him who built the Ark, who for the ſhame 
Done to his Father, heard this heavy curſe, 
Servant q Servants, on his vitious Race. 

Thus wilFthis latter, as the former World, 
fStill tend from bad to worſe, till God at laſt, 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 

blis preſence from among them, and ayert 

His holy eyes; reſolving from thenceforth 

To leave them to their own polluted ways; 
And one peculiar. Nation to ſele&t 

From all the reſt, of whom to be invok'd, 

A Nation from one faithful Man to fpring : 
Him on - this fide Exphrates yer rcſiding, 

Bred up in Ido-worſhip; O that men 

(Canſt thou belicye?) ſhould be fo ſtupid grown, 
Whule yet the Patriarch liy'd, who ſcap'd the Flood, 


AS 
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As to forſake the living God, and fall 
To worſhip their own work in Wood and Stone 
For Gods! yet him God the moſt High vouchfafes 
To call' by Viſion from his Father's houle, 

His kindred and falſe Gods, into a Land 

Which he will ſhew him, and from him will raiſc 
A mighty Nation, and upon-.him ſhowre | 
His Benediction ſo, that in his Seed 

All Nations ſhall be bleſt; he ftreighe obeys, 

Not knowing to what Land, yet firm believes: 

I ſee him, but thou canſt not, with what Faith 

He leaves his Gods, his Friends, and native Soik 
Ur of Chaldza, paſſing now the Ford 

To Haran, aftcr him a cumbrous Train 

Of Herds and Flocks, and numerous ſervitude; 

Not wandring poor, but cruſting all: his wealth 
With God, who. call'd him, in a land unknown. 
Canaan he now attains, I ſte his Tents 

Pirch'd about Sechem, and the neighbouring Plain 
Of Moreh, there by promiſe he receives 

Gift to. his Progeny of all that Land; 1 
From Hamath Northward to the Defare South, 
(Things by chew names I call, though yet unnam'd = 
From Hermon Eaft to the great Weſtern Sea, 
Mount Hermon, yonder Sea, - cach place behold 
In proſpect, as I point them; on the'ſhoar 
Mount Carmel; here the double-founmted: ftream' 
Jordan, true limit Eaſtward; but his Sons 

Shall dwell to Serir, that long ridge of Hills. 
This ponder, thar all Nations of the Earth 
Shall in his Seed be bleſſed; by that Seed 

Is meant thy great deliverer, who ſhall bruiſe 
The Serpent's head ; whereof to thee anon 
Plainlier ſhall be reveal'd. This Patriarelv bleſt, 


Whom 
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Whom faithful Abraham due time ſhall call, 

A Son, and of his Son a Grand=child leaves, 

Like him in faith, in wiſdom, and renown; 

The Grand-child with twelye Sons increas'd, departs 
From Canaan, to a Land hereafter call'd 

Eeypt, divided by the River Nile; 

See where it flows, diſgorging at ſeyen mouths 

Into the Sea: to ſojourn in that Land 

He comes invited by a younger Son 

In time of dearth, a Son whoſe worthy deeds 

Raiſe him to be the. ſecond in that Realm 

Of Pharaoh : there he dics, 'and leaves his Race - 
Growing into a- Nation, and now grown 

Suſpe&ted to a ſequent King, who ſeeks 

To ſtop their oycergrowth, : as inmate. gueſts 

Too numerous; whence of gueſts he makes them Mlayes 
Inhoſpitably, and kills their infant Males : 

Till by two brethren (thoſe two brethren call 

Moſes and | Aaron) ſent from:-God to claim 

His people from enthralment, they return 

With glory and ſpoil back to their promis'd Land. 
But firſt the lawleſs Tyrant, who denies 

To know their God, or meſlage to regard, 

- Muſt be compell'd by Signs and Judgments dire; 

To blood 'unſhed the Rivers muſt be turn'd, 
Frogs, Lice and Flies muſt all his. Palace fill 
With loath'd intruſion, and fill all the land; 
His Cattel muſt of Rot and Murrain dye, 
Botches and blains muſt all his flch imboſs; 
And all his people; Thunder -mix'd with Hail, 
Hail mix'd with fire muſt rend th' Egyptian Sky, 
And wheel on th” Earth, devouring where it rouls, 
What it deyours not Herb, or Fruit, . or Grain, 
A darkſom Cloud of Locuſts ſwarming down 
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Muſt car, and on the ground leave nothing green: 


Darkneſs muſt overſhadow: all his bounds, 
Palpable darkneſs, .,and blot, our three days; 

Laſt with one midnight ſtroke! all the firſt-bora: 
Of Fg yr.,muſt lis dead. This with ten wounds 
The Riygz dragon'tam'd at length ſubmits 

To let bus {ojourners depart, and oft 

Humbles his ſtubborn heart, but till- as Ice 

More hazdp'd after thaw, till in- his rage 

Purſuing whom he late diſmifs'd, the Sea 

Swallows him with his Hoaſt, but chem lets paſs. 
As on dry Land between' two Cryſtal walls, 
Awd by the Rod, of Moſes ſo to ſtand 

Divided, till his xeſcu'd gain their ſhotr; 

Such wongrous power God to his Saint will lend, 
Though preſent in his Angel, who ſhall goe 
Before them in a Cloud, and Pillar of Fire, 

By day, a,,Cloud, by night a Pillar of Fire, 

To guide them in their, journey, and remoye, 
Bchind them, while -ch' obdurate King purſues : 
All night'he will purſue, but his approach 
Darkneſs defends berween till morning Watch, 
Then through the Fiery Pillar and the Cloud 
God loaking forth will crouble all his Hoaſt 

And craze their Chariot wheels: when by command 
Moſes once more his potent Rod extends 

Over the Sea; the ' Sea his Rod obeys ; 

On their imbatell'd ranks the Waves return, 

And overwhelm their War : the Race elect 

Safe towards Canaan from the ſhoar adyance - 
Through the wild Defart, not the readieſt way, - 
Leſt entring on the Cangamre allarm(d, 

' War terrific them. inexpert, - and fear 

Return them dark to- Egypt, chooſing tarher 
Iaglorious Life with ſervitude; for life 


. —_—— — — _— 
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To noble and ignoble 15 more” ſweet 
Uncrain'd in arms, where raſhneſs leads not on. - 

This alſo ſhall they gain by their delay. 

In the wide Wilderneſs, there they ſhall found ' 
Their Government, and their great Senate chooſe 
Through the twelve Tribes, to rule by Laws ordaia'd : 
God from the Mount of Sinai, whoſe 'gray top 
Shall cremble, he deſcending, will himſelf 

In Thunder, Lightning and 'loud Trumpets ſound 
Ordain them Laws; part ſuch as appertain 

To civil Juſtice, part religious Rites * 

Of ſacrifice, informing them, by types 

And ſhadows, of that deſtin'd- Seed to+*bruiſe 

The Serpent, by What means he ſhall atchicye 
Mankind's deliverance. But the voice'of God 

To mortal ear is dreadful; they beſeeth 

That Moſes might report to them his will, 

And terrour ceaſe; he grants what they beſought 
Inftructed that to God is-no- acceſs + * 

Without Mediatour, ' whoſe high Office now 

Moſes in figure bears, to introduce 

One greater, of whoſe day he ſhall foretell, 

And all the Prophets in their Age the times 

Of great Meſſiah ſhall ſing. Thus Laws and Rites 
Eftabliſh'd, ſuch delight hath God in Men + 
Obedient to his will, - that he vouchſafes 

Among them to ſet up his Tabernacle, 

The holy One with mortal: Men to dwell: © 

By his preſcript a Sanctuary is fram'd 
Of Cedar, overlaid with Gold, therein 

An Ark, and in the Ark his Teſtimony, 
The Records of his Cov 'nant, over thoſe 
A Mercy-ſeat of Gold between the wings 
Of wo bright Cherubim, - before him burn 
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Seven Lamps as in a Zodiac repreſcnting 

The Heav'nly fires; over the Tent a Cloud 

Shall reſt by day, a fiery gleam by Night, 

Save when they journey, and at length they come, 
Conducted by his Angel, to the Land 

Promisd to Abraham and his Secd : the reſt 

Were long to tell, how many Battels fought, 

How many Kings deſtroy'd, and Kingdoms won, 
Or how the Sun ſhall in mid-Heav'n ſtand till 

A Day entire, and Night's duc. courſe adjourn, 
Man's voice commanding, Sun in Gibeon ſtand, 
And thou Moon in the Vale of A4jalor, 

Till Irae! overcome; fo call. the third 

From Abraham, Son of Iſaac, and fron\ him 

His whole deſcent, who thus ſhall Canaan win. 
Here Adam interposd, O ſent from Heav'n, 
Enlightncr of my darkneſs, gracious things 

Thou haſt reyeal'd, thoſe chiefly which concern 
Juſt Abraham and his Seed : now firſt I find 

Mine eyes true op'ning, and my heart much cas'd, 
E'rewhile perplext with thoughts what would become 
Of me and all Mankind; but now I fee - 

His day, in whom all Nations ſhall be bleſt, 
Favour unmerited by me, who fought 

Forbidd'n knowledge by forbidd'n means. 

This yet I apprehend not, why to thoſe 

Among whom God will deign to dwell on Earth 
So many and fo various Laws are giv'n; 

So many Laws argue ſo many fins 

Among them; how. can God with ſuch reſide ? 


To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but thar ſin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begor | 
And therefore was Law given them to evince 

Uu Their 
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Their natural pravity, by ſtirring up 
Sin againſt Law to fight: that when they ſec 

Law can diſcoyer ſin, but not remoye, 

Save by thoſe ſhadowy expiations weak, 

The blood of Bulls and Goats, they may conclude 
Some blood more precious muſt be paid for Man, 
Juſt for unjuſt, that in ſuch righteouſneſs 

To them by Faith imputed, they may find 
Juſtification towards God, and peace 

Of Conſcience, which the Law by Ceremonies 
Cannot appeaſe, nor Man the Moral part 

Perform, and not performing cannot live. 

So Law appears imperte&, and but givn 

Witch purpoſe co*'rclign them in full time 

Up to a better Cov'nant, diſciplin'd 

From ſhadowy Types to Truth, from Fleſh to Spurit, 
From impoſition of ſtrict Laws, to free 

Acceptance of large Grace, from ſeryil fear 

To filial, works of Law to works of Faith. 

And therefore ſhall not Moſes, though of God 
Highly belov'd, being but the Miniſter 

Of Law, his people into Canaan lead ; 

But Joſhua, whom the Gentiles Feſes call, 

His Name and Office bearing, - who ſhall quell 
The Adverſary Serpent, and bring back 

Through the World's wilderneſs long wander'd Man 
Safe to eternal Paradiſe of reſt. 

Mean while they in their earthly Canaan plac'd 
Long time ſhall dwell and proſper, but when fins 
National interrupt their publick Peace, 

Provoking God to raiſe them Enemies; 

From whom as ofc he faves them pcnitent 

By Judges firſt, then under Kings ; of whom 

The ſecond, both for piety renown'd 
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And: puiſſant deeds, a Promiſe ſhall reccive 
Irrevocable, that his Regal Throne 

For ever ſhall endure; the like ſhall ſing 

All prophecy, That of the Royal Stock 

Of David (fo I name this King ) ſhall riſc 

A Son, the Woman's Secd to thee foretold, 
Foretold to Abraham, as in whom ſhall truſt 
All Nations, and to Kings forctold, of Kings 
The laſt, for of his Reign ſhall be no end. 
But farſt a long ſucceſſion muſt enſue, 


And his next Son for Wealth and Wiſdom fam'd, 


The clouded Ark of God till then in. Tents 
Wandring, ſhall in a glorious Temple enſhrine. 
Such follow him, as ſhall be regiſter'd 

Part good, part bad, of bad the longer ſcrowle, 
Whoſe foul Idolatries, ”and other faulcs 

Heap'd to the popular ſum, will fo incenſe 

God, as to leaye them, and-'expoſe their Land, 
Their City, his Temple; and his holy Ark 

With all his facred things, a ſcorn and prey 


To that proud City, whoſe high Walls thou ſaw 


Left in confuſion, Babylon thence call d. 
There in Captivity he lets them dwell 


The ſpace of ſeventy. years, then'brings them back, 


Remembring mercy, and his Coy'nant ſworn 
To David, ſtabliſhd as the days of Heav'n, 
Recurn'd from Babylon by leave of Kings - 


Their Lords, whom God diſpos'd; the houſe of God 


They firſt re-edifie, and for a while 

Jn mean eſtate live moderate, till' grown -- 

In wealth and” mulcicude, ' factious' they grow ; 

Bur .firſt among the Prieſts diflenfion ſprings, 

Men who attend the Altar, and ſhould moſt 

Endeavour Peace: their ſtrife pollution brings - 
Una 2 


— 
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Upon 
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Upon the Temple it ſelf: at laſt they ſeiſe 

The Sceptre, and regard not David's Sons, 
Then loſe it to a Stranger, that the true 
Anointed King Mefiah rhight be born 

Barr'd of his right; yer at his Birth a 'Star 
Unſeen before in Heay'n proclaims him come, 
And guides the Eaſtern Sages, who enquire 
His place, to offer Incenſe, Myrrh and Gold ; 
His place of Birth a ſolemn Angel tells 

To ſimple Shepherds, keeping watch by night ; 
They gladly thither haſte, and by a Quire 

Of ſquadron'd Angels hear his Carol ſung. 

A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire 

The Power of the moſt High ; he ſhall aſcend 
The Throne hereditary, and bound his Reign 
With Earth's wide bounds, his Glory with the Heay'ns, 


He ccagd, diſcerning Adam with ſuch joy 
Surcharg'd, as had like gricf been dew'd 1n tears, 
Without the vent of Words, which theſe he breath'd. 


O Prophet of glad .tidings, faniſher 
Of utmoſt hope! now clcar I underſtand 
What oft my ſteddieſt thoughts have fearcht in yain ; 
Why our great expectation ſhould be calld 
The Seed of Woman: Virgin Mother, hail, 
High in the love of Heav'n, yet from my Loins 
Thou ſhalt proceed, and from thy Womb the Son 
Of God moſt High ; fo God with Man unites. 
Needs muſt the Serpent now his capital bruiſe 
Expect with mortal pain: fay where and when 
Their fight, what ſtroke ſhall bruiſe the Victor's heel. 


To whom thus Michae. Dream not of their fight, 


As 
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As of a Duel, or the local wounds 

Of Head or Heel : not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to God=head, with more ſtrength to foil 
Thy Enemy, nor ſo 1s overcome 

Satan, whoſe fall from Heav'n, a deadlier bruiſe, 
Diſabl'd not to give'thee thy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, ſhall recure, 
Not by deſtroying Satan, but his Works 

In thee and in thy Seed: nor can this be, 

But by fulfilling that which thou didſt want, 
Obedience to the Law of God, impos'd 

On penalty of death, and ſuffcring death, 

The penalty to thy tranſgrefſfion due, 

And due to theirs which out of thine will grow : 
So onely can high Juſtice reſt appaid. 

The Law of God exact he ſhall fulfill 

Both by obedience and by loye, though love 
Alone fulfill the Law; thy puniſhment 

He ſhall endure by coming in the Fleſh 

To a reproachful Life and curſed Death, 
Proclaiming Life to all who ſhall believe 

In his Redemption, and that his Obedience 
Imputed, becomes theirs by Faith, his Merits 

To ſave th:m, not their own, though legal Works. 
For this he ſhall live hated, be blaſphem'd, 
Seisd on by force, judg'd, and to death condemn'd 
A ſhameful and accurft, nail'd to the Croſs 

By his own Nation, flain for bringing Life; 

Bur to the Croſs he nails thy Enemies, 

The Law that is againſt thee, and the fins 

Of all Mankind, with him there cruciff'd, 

Never to hurc them more who rightly cruſt 

In this his Satisfaftion; fo he dies, 

But ſoon revives, Death over him no power 


Shall 
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Shall long uſurp; c're the chird dawning light 
Return, the Stars of Morn ſhall ſee him riſc 

Out of his Grave, freſh as the dawning light 

Thy Ranſom paid, which Man from Death redcems, 
| His Death for Man, as many as offer d Life 
Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 

By Faith not void of Works: this God-like act 
 Annuls thy doom, the death thou ſhouldſt haye dy d, 
In ſin for ever loſt from Life ; this act 

Shall bruiſe the head of Saten, cruſh his ſtrength 
Defeating Sin and Death, his two main arms, 

And fix far deeper in his head their ſtings 

Than temporal death ſhall bruiſe the Vitor's heel, 
Or theirs whotn he redcems, a death like ſlkep, 
A gentle wafting - to immortal Life... 

Nor after Reſurrection ſhall he ſtay 

Longer on Earth 'than certain times to. appear 

To his Diſciples, Men who in his Life 

Still follow'd hims to them: ſhall leave in charge 
To teach all Nations what of him they learn'd 
And his Salvation; them who ſhall belieye 
Baptizing in the profluent ſtream, the ſign” 

Of waſhing them -from guilt of ſin to Life 

Pure; and in mind prepar'd, if fo befall, 

For death, like that which the Redeemer dy'd: 
All Nations they ſhall teach; for from that day 
Not-only to the Sons of Abraham's Loins © 
Salvation ſhall be preach'd, -but to the Sons 

Of Abraham's Faith wherever through the World ; 
© in his Seed all Nations ſhall be bleft, 

Then to the Heay'n of Heavens he ſhall aſcend' 
With victory, - criumphing 'through'the Air 

Over his Focs and thine; "there ſhall ſurpriſc 

The Serpent, Prince of- Air,' and drag in Chains 


Through 
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Through all his Realm, and there confounded leave : 
Then enter into Glory, and reſume | 
His Seat at God's right hand, exalted high 

Above all Names in Heay'n; and thence ſhall come, 
When this World's Diſſolution ſhall be ripe, 

With Glory and Power to judge both quick and dead, 
To judge th' unfaithful de: 1, but to reward 

His faithful, and receive them into Bliſs, 

Whether in Heay'n or Earth, for- then the Farch 
Shall all be Paradiſe, far happier place 

Than this of Eder, and far happier days. 


So ſpake th' Archangel Michael, then paus'd, 
As at the World's great period ; and our Sire 
Replete with joy and wonder thus reply'd. 


O Goodneſs infinite, Goodneſs immenſe ! 
That all this Good of Evil ſhall produce, 
And Evil turn to Good ; more wonderful 
Than that which by Creation firſt brought forth 
Light out of darkneſs! full of doubt I ſtand. 
Whether I ſhould repent me now of {ſin 
By. me done and occaſion'd, or rejoyce 
Much more, that much more good thereof ſhall ſpring, 
To God more Glory, more good will to Men 
From God, and over wrath grace ſhall abound. 
But fay, if our Deliverer up to Hceay'n 
Muſt reaſcend, what will betide the few 
His Faithful, lefr among th unfaithful herd, 
The Enemues of Truth; who then ſhall guide 
His People, who defend ? will they not deal 
Worſe with his Followers than. with him chey dealt ? 


Be ſure they will, faid th' Angel; but from Heav'n 


He 
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He to his own a Comforter will ſend, 
The Promiſe of the Father, who ſhall dwell 

His Syirit within them, and the Law of Faith 
Working through love, upon their hearts ſhall write, 
To cuide them in all Truth, and alſo arm 

With ſpiritual Armour, able to reſiſt 

Satan's aſſaults, and quench his fiery darts, 

What Man can do againſt them, not atraid, 
Though to the death, againſt ſuch crueltics 

With inward conſolations recompenc'd, 

And oft ſupported ſo as ſhall amaze 

Their proudeſt Perſecuters: for the Spirit 

Pour'd. firſt on his Apoſtles, whom he ſends 

To evangclize the Nations, ' then on all 

Baptiz'd, ſhall chem with wondrous Gifts endue 

To ſpeak all Tongues, and do all Miracles, 

As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each Nation to receive 

With joy the tidings brought from Heav'n: at length 
Their Mimiſtry perform'd, and Race well run, 

Thcir Doctrine and their Story written left, 

They dic; bur 1n their room, as they fforewarn, 
Wolves ſhall ſucceed for. Teachers, grievous Wolyee, 
Who all the ſacred Myſteries of Heay'n 

To their own vile Advantages ſhall turn 

Of lucre and ambition, and the Truth 

With Superſtitions and Traditions taint, 

Left oncly in thoſe written Records pure, 

Though not but by the Spirit underſtood. 

Then ſhall they ſeek to avail themſelves of names, 
Places and titles, and with theſe to joyn 
Secular Power, though feigning ſtill to act 
By ſpiritual, to themſelves appropriating 
The Spirit of God, promisd alike and givn 


_ 
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To all Believers; - and from that pretence, 
Spiritual Laws by carnal power ſhall force 
On every conſcience; Laws which none ſhall find 
Left them inroll'd, or what the Spiric within 
Shall on the heart engrave; What will they then 
But force the Spirit of Grace it ſelf and bind 
His conſort Liberty; what, but unbuild 
His living Temples, built by Faith to ſtand, 
Their own Faith not anothers? for on Earth 
Who againſt Faith and Conſcience can be heard 
Infallible 2 yet many will preſume : 
Whence heavy perſecution ſhall ariſe 
On all who in the worſhip perſevere 
Of Spirit and Truth; the reſt, far greater part, 
Well deem in outward Rites and ſpecious forms 
Religion fatisfi'd ; Truth ſhall retire 
Beſtuck with {landrous darts, and works of Faith 
Rarcly be found: fo ſhall the World 'go on, 
To good malignant, to bad men benign, 
Under her own weight groaning till the day 
Appcar of reſpiration to the juſt, 
And vengeance to the wicked, at return 
Of him fo. lately promis'd to thy aid 
The Woman's Seed, obſcurely then foretold, 
Now amplicr known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 
Laſt in the Clouds from Heay'n to be revyeal'd 
In glory of the Father, to diflolye 
Satan with his perverted World, then raiſe 
From the conflagrant maſs, purg'd and refin'd, 
New Heavens, new Earth, Ages of endleſs date 
Founded in righteouſneſs and peace and love 
To bring forth fruits Joy and eternal Bliſs. 

He ended; and thus Adam laſt reply'd. 
How ſoon hath thy prediction, Scer ble, 


X x Meaſur'd 
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Meaſur'd this tranſient World, the Race -of time, 
Till time ſtand fix'd : beyond. 1s all abyſs, 
Eternity, Whoſe end no eye can reach. 
Greatly inſtru&ed I ſhall hence depart, 
Greatly in peace of thought, arid have" my fill 
Of knowledge what this Veſſel can contain ; 
Beyond which was my folly to afpire. 
Henceforch I learn, that to ovey 15 bcſt, 
And love with fear the onely God, to walk 
As in his preſence, ever to '6bferve 
His Providence, and on him ſole depend, 
Merciful over all his works, with good 
Still overcoming evil, and by 'ſmall 
Accomplifhing great -thmgs, by things -deem'd weak 
Subverting worldly . ſtrong, and worldly wiſe 
By ſimply meck ; char ſuffering for Truth's ſake 
Is fortitude 'to dugheſt victory, 
And to the faithful Death the Gate of Life; 
Taught this by his example whom I now 
Acknowledge my 'Redeemer «ever' bleſt. 

To whom thus alſo th' Angel laſt reply'd : 
This having learnt, 'chou haſt atrain'd the ſum 
Of wiſdom ; hope no higher, though all the Stars 
Thou knewſt by name, and all th' ethereal Powers, 
All fecrets of the deep, all Natures works, 
Or works of God in Heav'n, Air, Earth, or Sea, 
And all che Riches of this World enjoy dft, 
And all the rule, one Empire ; onely add 
Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable, add Faith, 
Add Verrue, Patzence, Temperance, add Love, 
By name to come'calld Charity, the foul 
Of all che reſt: then wilt thou not be loth 
To leave this Paradife, but ſhalt poſſeſs 
A Paradiſe within thee, happier far. 
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Ler us deſcend now therefore- from this top 

Of Speculation ;, for the- hour preciſe 

Exacts our parting hence; and ſee the Guards, 

By me 'encamp'd- on yonder: Hill, expe@t 

Their motion, at whoſe Front a flaming Sword; -- 

In fignal of remoye, waves fiercely 'round ; | 

We may no lotiger ſtay: go, waken #»e ; 

Her alſo I with gentle Dreams have calm'd 

| Portending good, -ahd all her 'Spirics compos'd 

To meek ſubmiſſion: thou at ſeaſon fir = 

Let her with 'thee partake what thou haft heard 

Chicfly what may concern her Faich to know, © * 

The great delwverance by her Seed to 'come = 

( For by the Woman's Seed) on all Mankind. 

That ye may :live, which will be many days, 

Both in one Faith '\unatumous fad, M 

With cauſe:far evds :palt, yet much more checr'd. 

With medititzon 'on 'the happy end. © . 
He cndcd, and they both deſcend! the Hill; 

Deſcended, Aizm to the Bowre where :®ve © 

Lay ſkeping ran before, but found her wak'd;' 

And thus with words not fad ſhe hini receiy'd. 


Whence: chou rerurn'ft, and whither wencſt, 1 know; - 


For (God 115 alſo m 11cep, .and Dreams' advile, 
Which he hath- ſent propirious, ſome great good 
Prefaging, ſince with forrow - and hcarts diſtreſs 
WearicdI fell afleep: but now kad-on; 
In me. is no delay; with thee tw go 

Is to ſtay here ; withourt- thee here to ſtay, 

Is to go hence unwilling ; thou to me 

Art all chings under Heav'n, all places thou, 
Who for my wilful crime art baniſh'd hence. 

This farther conſolation yer ſecure 

I carry hence, though all'by nc is loſt. 

Ax LF 
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Such favour. I unworthy. ag wyouchiaf'd, 

By me the Promis'd';Secd ſhall; all reffors 2. 
So ſpake. our>Mother Ezes and- Adam heard  - . 

Well pleas'd, but, anfwerd- nat ;;:for: now too nigh 

Th' Archangel ſtood, and from ther{other Hill | -_ - 

To their fix'd | Station, all .in bright array | 

The Cherubim deſcended; on the ground 

Gliding metcorous, as Ev ning Miſt, 

Ris'n from: a River, oer the mariſh Hh | 

And gathers ground faſt at. .the Labourdr's heel -' 

Homeward retarning. ' High,in Front adyanc'd, 

The brandiſht Sword, of God! before them: blaz'd 

Fierce as a Comet ;,» which -with torrid:- heat, 

And vapour as: the Libyan Air aduſt, ::0\;. 

Began to parch, that temperate Clime ; .whiereat 

In <ither hand, the haſtning ;Angel caught 

Our liggring Paxents, | and -ro th' Eaſtern Gate 

Led them dire&, and down the Cliff as: faſt 

To the Subjeed; Plain ; then diſappear'd, 

They looking back, - all th' Eaſtern ſide beheld 

Of Paradiſe, ſo late their happy ſeat, 

- Way'd over by that flaming; Brand, the» Gate 

With: dreadful - Faces throng'd and' fiery Arms: 

Some natural tears they dropp'd, but wip'd them ſoon; 

The World was all before them, where. to chooſe 

Their place of reſt,- and Providence their. Guide : 

They hand in hand with wapdring: ſteps: and ſlow, 

Through Eder took-their _ va | 


